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Indian rape victim set 
ablaze on way to court

Outrage mounts over crimes against women
LUCKNOW: A 23-year-old rape victim
was set ablaze by a gang of men, including
the alleged rapist, as she made her way to
court in the northern India yesterday, police
said, stirring public outrage and shame over
the scourge of crimes against women.
During the past week, thousands of Indians
have protested in several cities following the
alleged rape and murder of a 27-year-old
vet near the southern city of Hyderabad.

Protesters and parliamentarians are
pressing for courts to fast-track rape cases
and demanding tougher penalties. The
woman attacked and burned yesterday
morning was in a critical condition, according
to D S Negi, a doctor at the Civil Hospital in
Lucknow, the capital of the northern state of
Uttar Pradesh. She had been on her way to
catch a train in Unnao district to attend a
hearing when she was doused with kerosene
and set on fire, police said.

“As per victim’s statement five people
were involved in setting her on fire, includ-

ing the one who was accused in the rape
case,” Vikrant Vir, a police superintendent in
Unnao, told Reuters. All five men have been
detained, Uttar Pradesh police said in a
tweet. Police documents seen by Reuters
showed the woman had filed a complaint
with Unnao police in March alleging that
she had been raped at gunpoint on Dec 12,
2018. Having been subsequently jailed, the
alleged rapist was released last week after
securing bail, police officer S K Bhagat said
in Lucknow.

Uttar Pradesh is India’s most populous
state and has become notorious for its poor
record regarding crimes against women,
with more than 4,200 cases of rape reported
there in 2017 - the highest in the country.
The Uttar Pradesh state government, cur-
rently controlled by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP), came under fire in July from opposi-
tion groups accusing it of protecting a law-
maker accused of rape. — Reuters 

AMRITSAR: Activists from Shiv Sena Taksali shout slogans as they burn effigies of ‘rapists’
to protest against the alleged rape and murder of a 27-year-old veterinary doctor in
Hyderabad, during a demonstration yesterday. — AFP 

Japanese doctor made Afghan
deserts green, until deadly attack
TOKYO: Tetsu Nakamura, the Japanese
doctor and aid worker killed in Afghanistan
on Wednesday, was inspired to make the
country’s deserts green by the deaths of chil-
dren in a clinic he ran in a drought-stricken
rural area. “You’d hear a child screaming in
the waiting room, but by the time
you got there they’d be dead,” he
told NHK television in an October
program. “That happened almost
every day. They were so malnour-
ished that things like diarrhea
could kill them ... My thinking was
that if those patients had had clean
water and enough to eat, they
would have survived.”

His death in a Wednesday
attack by unknown gunmen who
riddled the car he and five others
were driving with bullets left both
Afghanistan and Japan in mourning. Born in
western Japan, Nakamura, 73, trained as a
doctor and answered a 1984 recruitment call
to work in a clinic treating leprosy in the
Pakistani city of Peshawar, attracted by the
region’s stark beauty. He began treating
Afghan refugees who were pouring over the
border in the wake of the 1979 Soviet inva-
sion of Afghanistan, which led to him open-
ing a clinic in that country in 1991. “I couldn’t

ignore the Afghans,” he said.
Following a devastating 2000 drought

which brought scores of starving and ill peo-
ple to his clinic, he first helped bore wells
and then came up with the idea of an irriga-

tion canal, inspired by similarities
between Japanese and Afghan
rivers. In 2003 - the same year
Nakamura was awarded the
Ramon Magsaysay Award, often
called Asia’s Nobel - construc-
tion began. After six grueling
years of labor, much of it by hand
and in temperatures as high as 50
Celsius, the canal was finally
completed.

Since then, some 16,000
hectares of desert has been
brought back to life, making

Nakamura such a widely revered figure in
Afghanistan that earlier this year he became
the first foreigner awarded Afghan citizen-
ship. “As a doctor, nothing is better than
healing patients and sending them home,”
and re-greening the desert did the same for
rural Afghanistan, Nakamura told NHK. “A
hospital treats patients one by one, but this
helps an entire village...I love seeing a village
that’s been brought back to life.” — Reuters 

Tetsu Nakamura

NEW DELHI: An Indian guru facing rape
and sexual abuse charges made headlines
Wednesday after he emerged from hiding
and announced the birth of a new cosmic
country with its own cabinet and golden
passports. Swami Nithyananda, a contro-
versial self-styled godman with thousands
of followers in southern India’s Karnataka
and Tamil Nadu states, posted a video on
his YouTube channel announcing the spe-
cial project to his followers.

41-year-old Nithyananda announced
that his country is called Kailaasa, and is
the biggest Hindu nation without bound-
aries. “The Hindu nation exists in cosmos,”
he said in the now-viral video. Local media
reports cited a website allegedly created
by the guru with details about his plans for
Kailaasa, even as the police and other
authorities investigating him for various
criminal charges continue to remain clue-
less about his whereabouts.

The website shares details of different
government departments and agencies in
his make-believe country, including home-
land security, commerce, treasury, housing,
technology and one for enlightened civi-
lization. It also gives Kailaasa its own tri-
angular flag and an emblem with Tamil,
Sanskrit and English as its main languages. 

Though not convicted, Nithyananda
first made national headlines in 2010 after
he was arrested and jailed for 53 days over
a sex scandal involving him and a regional
actress. Subsequently, some other women
also accused him of abusing them at his
religious retreat in Karnataka. Last month,
a case was registered against him in the
western Indian state Gujarat on charges of
wrongful confinement of children. 

Indian media reports said that police
believe he fled the country during the
investigation. “So far what we know is that
he is not in the ashram (his retreat) here
for almost a year,” a police officer told the
Press Trust of India. “This is one of the 10
to 15 ashrams he has nationwide. His main
areas of operation are Tamil Nadu and
Gujarat,” he added. 

Nithyananda is one of several Indian
gurus who’ve faced charges ranging from
murders, sexual assaults, rapes and finan-
cial frauds over the last few years. In 2017,
Gurmeet Ram Rahim Singh, another con-
troversial self-styled godman, was arrest-
ed and charged over raping two of his
female disciples. His arrest led to wide-
spread rioting and clashes in northern
Haryana state that killed at least three
dozen people. — AFP 
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