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Court rejects challenge to
public eating in Ramadan ban

Bid to achieve gender equality in obtaining marriage loans denied
By A Saleh 

KUWAIT: The constitutional court yesterday
rejected a contest filed by a citizen demanding
considering as unconstitutional the penalty of
drinking and eating in public during the holy
month of Ramadan of a fine up to KD 100
and/or one month imprisonment. In its verdict,
the court stressed the need to show respect
for religious rituals and fasting people’s feel-
ings. The court also pointed out to the differ-
ence between not fasting, which is something
between a worshipper and Allah Almighty, and
eating or drinking in public.

In a different case, the court rejected a
contest of the constitutionality of giving the
financial investigations unit access to individu-
als’ bank accounts and allowing the “violation
of personal freedom” in money laundering and
terrorism funding cases. In addition, the court
also rejected a contest filed by a lawyer
demanding equality between male and female
citizens in obtaining marriage loans on
grounds that husbands are the ones bearing
financial burdens in a marriage. 

New Cabinet
The new Cabinet is set to be announced

next week, well-informed official governmen-
tal sources said, adding that His Highness the
Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-
Sabah is about to finalize selecting his Cabinet
members. The sources added that Sheikh
Sabah Al-Khaled is expected to present his
final Cabinet formation to His Highness the
Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah by the middle or end of next week.
“The parliament was notified that the new
Cabinet formation will not exceed that of next
week so that Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem
can call for a session on Tuesday, December
24,” the sources explained. 

The sources said the new Cabinet mem-
bers will be sworn in in the first parliamen-
tary session after taking oath before HH the
Amir. Moreover, the sources said Sheikh

Sabah Al-Khaled has made up his mind on
“sovereign” portfolios by selecting Sheikh
Abdullah Al-Nawaf Al-Sabah as defense min-
ister, Sheikh Ahmad Nasser Al-Mohammed
Al-Sabah as foreign minister and Sheikh
Thamer Ali Al-Salem Al-Sabah as interior
minister after excluding Sheikh Mohammed
Al-Yousef Al-Sabah.  

The sources added that MP Rakan Al-Nisf
will be appointed commerce minister,
Mohammad Al-Jabri will remain in the new
Cabinet, Tareq Al-Merzam will be appointed
minister of information, while an Islamic
Constitutional Movement (ICM) member;
probably Mohammed Al-Dalal, will join the
Cabinet. “New names are nominated for the
finance, public works and housing ministries,”
the sources said.  

Parliament sessions
MP Abdullah Al-Kandari had said yester-

day that along with MP Bader Al-Mulla, they
urged the speaker to resume parliamentary
sessions and not delay them any longer,
because the government has failed so far to
form the new Cabinet. “There are many unfin-
ished issues that require holding daily meet-
ings to resolve them. We also need to contin-
ue monitoring government performance to
fight and prevent corruption,” Kandari point-
ed out. MP Khalil Abul said: “The government
that claims to fight corruption should not
delay the legislative power’s work.” He added
that delaying the Cabinet formation is not a
good sign. 

On this regard, parliamentary sources
stressed such calls by MPs are unconstitution-
al because the constitution does not oblige a
prime minister to form his Cabinet within a
certain period if the parliament is still in office.
“It only urges the premier to form the Cabinet
within two weeks effective the day of his
appointment after the election of a new parlia-
ment,” the sources explained, noting that law-
makers can later call for accordingly amending
the constitution to set a limited period. 

By Meshaal Al-Enezi 

KUWAIT: In collaboration with Interior
Ministry personnel , Kuwait
Municipality’s Farwaniya inspection
teams recently launched a cleaning cam-
paign in Jleeb Al-Shuyoukh where the
team used special installations to pre-
vent using open yards as truck parking
areas or garages for auto repair, chang-
ing oils and tires and dumping wastes.  

In this regard, Farwaniya Municipality
Manager Mohammad Sarkhouh said that

a plan had been set to clean various
open yards and impound violating vehi-
cles, adding that 11 vehicles and heavy
machinery had been removed and 57
warning notices had been stuck on other
trucks pending removal. 

Sarkhouh added that 80 truckloads of
waste and 30 truckloads of tires were
removed from the yards, in addition to
filing two citations for setting up unli-
censed garages there. “Those yards are
being currently cleaned,” he underlined,
pointing out that the cleaning process is

going on around the clock. 
Meanwhi le , Farwaniya  Clean ing

Manager Saad Al-Khorainej said that a
yard opposite Block 10 in the area was
subjected to cleaning over five days,
during which abandoned vehicles and
t i res  were removed and temporary
fences were placed to prevent using
the yard as a parking area. Khorainej
added that 150 truckloads of waste and
50 t ruck loads  of  used t i res  were
removed and sent to the used tires’
dumpster in Salmi. 

Municipality fights unauthorized
use of Jleeb open yards

By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: Kuwait customs officers
foiled an attempt to smuggle 70
kilograms of hashish found in an ani-
mal feed shipment that arrived from
Iran yesterday. Doha Port customs
officers confiscated the drugs and
contacted concerned authorities for
further legal action. Director General
of Kuwait Customs Department
Jamal Al-Jalawi said Kuwait customs
work according to an integrated
system, which has proven effective
in foiling several drug smuggling
attempts. “The customs staff are
continually trained and sent on
courses to get acquainted with the
latest methods in drug smuggling,”
he said in a statement.

Rai fire
Kuwait Fire Service Directorate

(KFSD) officials were briefed on the
fire that engulfed an electronics
warehouse last week in Rai. Head of
the Operations Center Lt Col
Meshari Al-Faras explained the pro-
cedures taken in receiving the call
and dispatching fire teams to the
scene. He also gave an explanation
on the risks that included the high
level of heat generated by the fire,
which caused the collapse of a build-
ing on the site. Acting Head of
Capital Fire Station Col Fahad Al-
Ajmi explained the method used to
bring the fire under control and keep
it from spreading further. Meanwhile,
Investigations Supervisor Lt Col
Sayyed Hassan Al-Mousawi spoke
about the procedures taken by his
team to determine the cause of fire.
KFSD Director General Lt Gen
Khaled Al-Mikrad had given instruc-
tions to host the meeting.

Customs confiscate 70 kg hashish in feed shipment

KUWAIT: Drugs confiscated by customs officials at
Doha Port yesterday.


