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Kohli floors WI to secure T20 series win
Rahul top-scores with 91 fron 56 balls, Kohli smashes seven sixes

MUMBAI: Indian cricket team pose with trophy after winning a three-match series between India and West Indies at the Wankhede Stadium in Mumbai, yesterday. — AFP

MUMBAI: India captain Virat Kohli led a six-hitting
fest against West Indies during a blistering unbeaten
knock of 70 off 29 balls, guiding his team to a 67-run
series-clinching victory in the third and final Twenty20
international yesterday.

Asked to set a target in the decider at Wankhede
Stadium, the hosts batted the Caribbean side out of the
contest with an imposing total of 240 for three from
their 20 overs. In reply, the twice world champions in
the format finished on 173 for eight with captain Kieron
Pollard top-scoring with 68 from 39, his innings stud-
ded with six sixes and five fours.

Hard-hitting West Indies opener Evin Lewis suffered
soft tissue damage to his right knee while fielding and
was unable to bat, dealing them a blow before their
chase even started. Once India’s seamers reduced the
tourists to 17 for three at the start of the fourth over, it
was too much to ask even for the Caribbean power-hit-
ters to turn the match around.

Shimron Hetmyer, who made 41 off 24, and Pollard
added 74 for the fourth wicket to give West Indies

some hope before left-arm wrist-spinner Kuldeep
Yadav dismissed the former. Kuldeep also dismissed the
dangerous Jason Holder while Pollard holed out at wide
long on off seamer Bhuvneshwar Kumar after an enter-
taining knock at the stadium, which is the home to his
Indian Premier League franchise Mumbai Indians.

Earlier, KL Rahul had top-scored with 91 from 56
balls and set the platform for India’s massive score with
an opening stand of 135 with Rohit Sharma, who made
71 from 34 deliveries.

Kohli smashed seven sixes, two more than his deputy
Rohit, while Rahul went over the boundary ropes on
four occasions.

The dismissal of Rohit and Rishabh Pant, who fell
without scoring, in quick succession brought a tempo-
rary lull in India’s scoring rate before Rahul and Kohli
went on the attack. The duo added 95 for the third
wicket and provided the late flourish before Rahul fell
in the final over. The sides will next play three one-day
internationals, beginning with the first match at Chennai
on Sunday. — Reuters

NAPOLI: Carlo Ancelotti’s reign at feuding
Napoli came to an abrupt end on Tuesday
as the veteran coach was sacked despite a
4-0 win over Genk sealing their spot in the
Champions League last 16. The 60-year-old
is set to be replaced by his  friend and for-
mer AC Milan player Gennaro Gattuso, 41,
later yesterday.

Napoli finished second in Group E, one
point behind Liverpool, to break a nine-
match winless run that came amid dressing
room unrest and friction between the club,
Ancelotti and the players.

“Napoli has decided to relieve Carlo
Ancelotti of his role as first team coach,”
the Italian side said in a brief statement
on twitter two hours after the game. The
former Real Madrid, Chelsea and Paris
Saint-Germain coach had been defiant
after the game.

“Resignation? I have never resigned in
my life and I never will,” he said.  The club
have been in turmoil this season amid a row
between club owner Aurelio De Laurentiis
and the players after a series of disappoint-
ing results.

The players refused to go on a training
camp after a 1-1 draw with Red Bull
Salzburg in their Champions League group.
De Laurentiis responded by freezing pay-
ments of  players’ wages, with stars includ-
ing Kalidou Koulibaly, Dries Mertens, Jose
Callejon, Allan and Lorenzo Insigne report-
ed to be linked with January exits. The club
sit seventh in the Italian top flight on 21
points, 17 points behind league leaders
Inter Milan and, more worryingly, eight
behind fourth-placed Cagliari, who hold the
final spot for next season’s Champions
League.

In 18 months Napoli have gone from
Maurizio Sarri’s slick style of football to a
team scrambling to save their season. Hopes
had been high with the arrival of the much-
travelled and trophied Ancelotti on a
reported salary of six-million-euros ($6.6
million).

He joined in July 2018 boosted by three
Champions League titles as a coach, two
with AC Milan and one with Real Madrid. “I
would like Ancelotti to stay here for many

years, like (Alex) Ferguson at United. He is a
winner and stability is good for our proj-
ect,” De Laurentiis had said.

The southern giants are trophyless since
the days of Argentina great Diego
Maradona, when they won their only Serie
A titles in 1987 and 1990 and the UEFA Cup
in 1989. Ancelotti guided the team to a run-
ners-up finish in Serie A last season, when
they missed out on the Champions League
last 16 on goal difference to eventual win-
ners Liverpool.

But they are without a win in seven Serie
A games since October 19. For Ancelotti,
who finished with a record of just 37 wins in
73 matches at Napoli, it was another failure
after being sacked by his last club Bayern
Munich. 

A 1-1 draw against Udinese last weekend
sealed Ancelotti’s fate. “With your head
held high,” was the first reaction from the
Ancelotti camp from his daughter Katia on
Instagram. Captain Lorenzo Insigne, who
had clashed with Ancelotti several times,
wrote this on Instagram: “Thank you mister,
it was an honour to have worked with you
and your staff. In these two years I have
known a special person. I wish you all the
best!” Gattuso should lead his first training
sessions on Tuesday afternoon, according
to media reports. —AFP

Ancelotti’s reign
ends amid
feuding as Napoli
turn to Gattuso

SCOREBOARD

India
R. Sharma c Walsh Jr b Williams 71
KL Rahul c Pooran b Cottrell 91
R. Pant c Holder b Pollard 0
V. Kohli not out 70
S. Iyer not out 0
Extras  (b1, lb2, w4, nb1) 8
Total (3 wickets, 20 overs) 240
Did not bat: S. Dube, W. Sundar, D. Chahar, B. Kumar, K. Yadav, M.
Shami
Fall of wickets: 1-135 (Sharma), 2-138 (Pant), 3-233 (Rahul)
Bowling: Cottrell 4-0-40-1 (w1), Holder 4-0-54-0 (w1), Pierre 2-0-
35-0 (w1), Williams 4-0-37-1, Walsh Jr 4-0-38-0, Pollard 2-0-33-1
(w1, nb1)

West Indies (target 241)
L. Simmons c Iyer b Shami 7
B King c Rahul b Kumar 5

S. Hetmyer c Rahul b Yadav 41
N. Pooran c Dube b Chahar 0
K. Pollard c sub (Jadeja) b Kumar 68
J. Holder c sub (Pandey) b Yadav 8
H. Walsh Jr b Shami 11
K. Pierre c sub (Jadeja) b Chahar 6
K. Williams not out 13
S. Cottrell not out 4
Extras (lb5, w5) 10
Total (8 wickets, 20 overs) 173
Did not bat: E. Lewis
Fall of wickets: 1-12 (King), 2-17 (Simmons), 3-17 (Pooran), 4-91
(Hetmyer), 5-103 (Holder), 6-141 (Pollard), 7-152 (Walsh Jr), 8-169
(Pierre)
Bowling: Chahar 4-0-20-2 (w1), Kumar 4-0-41-2 (w1), Shami 4-0-
25-2, Dube 3-0-32-0 (w1), Yadav 4-0-45-2 (w1), Sundar 1-0-5-0
(w1).
Result: India won by 67 runs.

Scoreboard of the third and final Twenty20 international between India and West Indies in Mumbai yesterday:

NAPLES: Napoli’s Italian head coach Carlo Ancelotti (L) and his son assistant coach
Davide Ancelotti attend the UEFA Champions League Group E football match Napoli vs
Genk at the San Paolo stadium in Naples. — AFP


