
PERTH: Australia recorded one of their biggest wins
over New Zealand on the fourth day of the first Test at
Perth Stadium yesterday.

Having trailed by 250 runs on the first innings the
Kiwis were set a mammoth 468 to win — which would
have been a record chase in Test cricket — on a deteri-
orating pitch after Australia declared at 217 for nine in
their second innings.

The visitors were never in contention after losing
their first wicket with just six runs on the board and

were unable to push the match into a fifth day after
Mitchell Starc and Pat Cummins cleaned up the Kiwi
tail under lights in Perth’s first ever day-night Test.

New Zealand were dismissed for 171 and were beat-
en by 296 runs, the last five wickets falling in a hurry
for just 17 runs.

It was just one run shy of their biggest losing margin
to Australia — in runs — in a match where both teams
batted twice.

Australia’s biggest win, other than innings victories,
was 297 runs in Auckland in 1974.

Starc (4-45), who claimed nine wickets for the
match, and Cummins (2-31) used the pink ball to good
effect under lights to bring the match to a quick con-
clusion after none of the recognised Kiwi batsmen
offered significant resistance.

The chase started poorly, with opener Jeet Raval
making just one before being caught at gully by Nathan
Lyon (4-63) from the bowling of Starc.

Star batsman and captain Kane Williamson then
made just 14, before falling to Lyon’s first ball of
the innings.

Williamson got off to a fast start with boundaries
from the first two balls he faced, but was caught at
short leg fending a ball that bounced and turned
sharply off his glove into the hands of Matthew Wade.

Ross Taylor was their last real hope of making a
revival but on 22 he tried to pull a Starc delivery and
got a bottom edge through to wicketkeeper Tim
Paine to give the left-arm quick his seventh wicket of
the match.

Tom Latham showed plenty of application to face 68
balls for his 18, but was given out leg before wicket to
Lyon after an Australian DRS review, with umpire
Aleem Dar initially giving him not out.

BJ Watling attempted to stem the tide with a gritty
40 and enjoyed a bit of luck as Australia didn’t review
when he got a faint outside edge through to Paine.

Smith then dropped a tough chance off the bowling
of Lyon at first slip.

He was given out on review caught down leg side by
Paine off the bowling of Starc after umpire Nigel Llong
had turned down the appeal — a dismissal that sig-
nalled the end of the Kiwi resistance.

Earlier, Australia’s second innings fell away dramati-

cally after being 131 for one at one stage on the third
day.

The home team lost seven wickets for 58 runs, as
they struggled against a sustained barrage of short-
pitched bowling on another hot Perth day.

Tim Southee again impressed with 5-69, after also
picking up four wickets in the first innings. — AFP
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Australia thrashes New Zealand in 
Perth’s first ever day-night Test

MELBOURNE: Australia’s Pat Cummins (centre L) celebrates the wicket of New Zealand’s Colin de Grandhomme
on day four of the first Test cricket match between Australia and New Zealand at the Perth Stadium in Perth
yesterday. — AFP

Home team lost seven wickets for 58 runs

SCOREBOARD

New Zealand 2nd innings
J. Raval c Lyon b Starc                                         1
T. Latham lbw Lyon                                             18
K. Williamson c Wade b Lyon                             14
R. Taylor c Paine b Starc                                      22
H. Nicholls c Head b Lyon                                    21
B. Watling c Paine b Starc                                    40
C. de Grandhomme c Smith b Cummins             33
M. Santner c Head b Cummins                            0
T. Southee c Smith by Lyon                                 4
N. Wagner c Paine b Starc                                   8
L. Ferguson not out                                              1
Extras: (lb6, nb1, w2)                                           9
Total: (all out; 65.3 overs)                                   171
Fall of wickets: 1-6 (Raval), 2-21 (Williamson), 3-57 (Taylor), 4-
57 (Latham), 5-98 (Nicholls), 6-154 (de Grandhomme), 7-154
(Watling), 8-154 (Santner), 9-163 (Wagner), 10-171 (Southee)
Bowling: Starc 14-5-45-4, Cummins 19-6-31-2 (1nb, 2w), Lyon
22.3-3-63-4, Head 5-1-13-0, Labuschagne 5-0-13-0
Australia won by 296 runs.

Scoreboard at end of the first Test between Australia and New
Zealand at Perth Stadium yesterday:
Australia 1st innings 416 (M Labuschagne 143, T Head 56;
Southee 4-93, Wagner 4-92)
New Zealand 1st innings 166 (R Taylor 80; Starc 5-52)
Australia 2nd innings 217

Hetmyer, Hope 
hundreds help 
WI to easy win
CHENNAI: Shimron Hetmyer and Shai
Hope hit centuries and combined in a stand
of 218 to help West Indies to an eight-wicket
victory over India in the opening match of
their one-day international series at Chennai
yesterday.

Hetmyer smashed 139 off 106 balls for
his highest ODI score and his second-
wicket  partnership with Hope, who
remained unbeaten on 102, helped West
Indies chase down a target of 288 with 13
deliveries to spare.

Half-centuries from Rishabh Pant and
Shreyas Iyer had helped India recover from a
shaky start and post 287-8 off their 50 overs
after West Indies captain Kieron Pollard had
won the toss and opted to field.

India seamer Deepak Chahar sent back
opener Sunil Ambris early and gave the
hosts hopes of defending their total on a
slow surface at the MA Chidambaram
Stadium. But the partnership between the
22-year-old Hetmyer and Hope ensured the
Caribbean side faced little discomfort on
their way to victory and a 1-0 lead in the
three-match series.

While the aggression came from the
diminutive Hetmyer, who hit 11 fours and sev-
en sixes, the solidity was provided by Hope.
After Hetmyer holed out in the deep, Hope

added a further 62 runs with Nicholas
Pooran, who was not out on 29, to take his
side home.

Earlier, fast bowler Sheldon Cottrell dis-
missed opener KL Rahul and India captain
Virat Kohli, who scored four, in the seventh
over of the innings to put the hosts on the
backfoot. Rohit Sharma also did not last long
and was out for 36, leaving Pant and Iyer to
reconstruct the innings.

Under-fire Pant, who was not in the best of
form with the bat and lost his place in the test

side recently, hit seven fours and a six in his
69-ball 71, his maiden half-century in the 50-
over format. Right-handed Iyer, who is India’s
latest choice for the troubled number four
batting spot, looked solid and brought up his
fourth straight ODI half-century.

Iyer and Pant added 114 for the fourth
wicket but their dismissal in the space of
three overs robbed India of momentum and
ruined their hopes of posting a total in excess
of 300. Visakhapatnam will host the second
ODI on Wednesday. — Reuters

CHENNAI: West Indies’ Shimron Hetmyer celebrates after scoring 100 runs during the first
one day international cricket match of a three-match series between India and West Indies,
at the M.A. Chidambaram Cricket Stadium in Chennai yesterday. — AFP

Abid achieves
record in Pakistan’s
drawn Test
RAWALPINDI: Opener Abid Ali became the
only batsman to score hundreds on both Test
and one-day debuts as Pakistan’s first home
match in the long form of the game since the
2009 attack on the visiting Sri Lanka team
ended in a tame draw against the same oppo-
nents yesterday.

On 95, the 32-year-old hit paceman

Vishwa Fernando for a boundary and then
drove him through cover for two to complete
his hundred, raising his hands in jubilation
before kneeling on the ground to offer a
prayer of gratitude.

His hundred came in 267 minutes, laced
with 11 boundaries, and was the highlight of a
Test badly affected by the weather.

Pakistan finished at 252-2, with stylish
batsman Babar Azam knocking his third Test
century with a boundary off spinner
Dilruwan Perera.

Azam ended with 102 not out, which came
in 151 minutes of punishing batting spiced by
14 crisp boundaries.

But the day belonged to Abid, one of 15

batsmen to score a hundred on their one-day
international debut — against Australia in
Dubai in March this year — since limited
over cricket began in January 1971.

None of the others also scored a century
on their debut in Test cricket, which started
in 1876.

Abid is the 11th Pakistani batsmen to score
a century on Test debut.

“I don’t have words to thank the
Almighty,” said Abid of his feat.

“My plan was to see off the new ball and
then I gradually built the innings with plans
for every five overs. So I kept trying to
keep that up, and Babar gave me confi-
dence in 90s.

Abid’s feat spiced up the historic Test, the
first in Pakistan since the 2009 attacks on the
Sri Lankan team bus left international cricket
suspended in the country.

Only 91.5 overs were possible on the first
four days as rain, bad light and overcast con-
ditions affected play. The fourth day was
abandoned without a ball being bowled.

But there was bright sunshine yesterday as
Sri Lanka batted for 20 minutes to declare
their first innings at 308-6 with middle-order
batsman Dhananjaya de Silva scoring an
unbeaten 102. 

With gates opened to the crowd for free,
about 12,000 fans were kept entertained by
Dhananjaya and then Abid.

Sri Lankan skipper Dimuth Karunaratne
hopes his team moves on.

“We came two days before the Test and
we’ve done a really good job. Washed out for
a couple of days but Dhananjaya’s effort and
the two fast bowlers on this pitch did well,”
said Karunaratne. — AFP

S Africa’s Boucher 
warns England:
‘Beware a 
wounded buffalo’
CAPE TOWN: New South Africa head
coach Mark Boucher is confident he can
turn around the fortunes of the country’s
ailing test team and has warned England
they will not roll over in the upcoming
four-test series starting on Boxing Day.

South Africa have lost their last five
tests, two shock home defeats to Sri
Lanka and three thrashings in India.
Former wicketkeeper Boucher, a veteran
of 147 tests and the world record holder
with 999 international dismissals across
all formats, was unveiled as the new
coach on Saturday.

“I’ve been involved in sides over the
years where we have had some tough
times. One of the toughest times was the
Hansie Cronje saga (in 2000) and
straight after that we beat Australia,”
Boucher told reporters.

“I think we’ve got a good chance of
turning it around. Sport is an amazing
thing, it can be turned around in a cou-
ple of days but I understand there is a
lot of work to be done.

“They’ve (England) been saying quite
a few things in the media but I’ve got
one thing to say to them: Beware a
wounded buffalo, especially in Africa.”

Boucher was appointed by South
Africa’s new director of cricket Graeme
Smith, the most successful Test captain
in history. Another former five-day vet-
eran, Ashwell Prince, has been appointed
South Africa A coach while bowling and
batting consultants will be named in the
coming week. “Our confidence is a bit
down, but there’s a wealth of knowl-
edge in this country that can get uti-
lized,” Boucher said.

“We need to get as much information
going in the right direction and give the
players the space to try and perform at
their best. “We’ve got the talent in this
country. It needs to be nurtured a bit
and given the opportunities for informa-
tion to come through.”

Boucher also said he was open to
having a discussion with the retired AB
de Villiers about a return to international
cricket for the Twenty20 World Cup in
Australia next year. “When you go to a
World Cup you want your best players
playing for you. Why wouldn’t I want to
have a conversation with him?” he said.
“I might have conversations with quite a
few players and see where they are.”

The first test against England starts in
Pretoria on Boxing Day, followed by
three more in Cape Town, Port Elizabeth
and Johannesburg. -— Reuters

Crawford beats
Kavaliauskas to
retain WBO title
LOS ANGELES: Terence Crawford
survived some early jitters to retain his
WBO welterweight title on Saturday
with a ninth round knockout of former
Olympian Egidijus Kavaliauskas at
Madison Square Garden.

Crawford, who improved to 36-0 with
27 knockouts, survived a scare in the
third round before finding his rhythm in
the fifth, knocking the Lithuanian down
once in the seventh, and then twice in the
final round.

In a tougher than expected tussle,
heavy Crawford finished the heavy
underdog challenger off with a right hook
to the left ear 44 seconds into the ninth.

“When I let my hands go that’s when I
started landing more favourable shots,”
the American said. “After I dropped him
with my uppercut I was like, I am going
to face his jab, and come out with my
right hook.”

Kavaliauskas barely survived the end
of the eighth round and Crawford wasted
no time going to work in the ninth. He
landed a barrage of punches to start the
round, beginning with a left hook fol-
lowed by a right that sent Kavaliauskas
staggering back towards the ropes.

Crawford then moved in for the finish
and connected with a right hook that
floored Kavaliauskas (21-1-1, 17 KOs) for

the third and final time as the referee
stopped the bout.

Kavaliauskas, who competed in the
2008 and 2012 Olympics, appeared to
score the first knockdown of the fight in
the third round. But the ref ruled that
Crawford slipped. Regardless Crawford
was in a load of trouble after absorbing
an overhand right on the chin.

Crawford collected his thoughts and
survived the round, but it wasn’t until
the fifth that he really started to look
like his old self. Crawford’s early troubles
aside, he did a superb job of figuring out
a tough opponent who came into the
bout in excellent shape.

“He’s a strong fighter, durable,” said
Crawford who denied he was in trouble
in the third. “I wasn’t hurt at all. I went
straight for him. He caught me with a
good punch.” Crawford and his promot-
ers are hoping to eventually land a fight
with former two-time welterweight
champ Shawn Porter. Whoever he fights
it will surely be a much bigger test, which
means Crawford can’t afford to fiddle
away five rounds before he gets comfort-
able throwing meaningful combinations.

“The rounds before my coaches were
telling me to stop loading up. I was trying
to give the crowd a knockout,” he said. 

“I am not ducking anybody. Listen
man, everybody knows who I want to
fight. I don’t have to name names. I want
all the top guys.” 

On the undercard, Teofimo Lopez cap-
tured his first world title by knocking out
Ghana’s Richard Commey in the second
round to take Commey’s IBF lightweight
crown in emphatic fashion. — AFP

SCOREBOARD

Sri Lanka 1st innings
D. Karunaratne lbw b Shaheen                        59
O. Fernando c Sohail b Naseem                       40
K. Mendis c Rizwan b Shinwari                        10
A. Mathews c Shafiq b Naseem                       31
D. Chandimal b Abbas                                       2
D. de Silva not out                                              102
N. Dickwella c Azam b Shaheen                      33
D. Perera not out                                                16
Extras: (b5, lb7, nb3)                                        15
Total: (for six wkts, 97 overs)                          308
Did not bat: V. Fernando, K. Rajitha, L. Kumara
Fall of wickets: 1-96 (Karunaratne), 2-109 (Fernando),
3-120 (Mendis), 4-127 (Chandimal), 5-189 (Mathews),
6-256 (Dickwella)
Bowling: Abbas 27-9-72-1, Shaheen 22-7-58-2 (nb3),
Shinwari 15-4-54-1, Naseem 27-5-92-2, Sohail 3-0-
12-0, Masood 1-1-0-0, Shafiq 2-0-8-0

Pakistan 1st innings
Shan Masood c Chandimal b Rajitha              0 
Abid Ali not out                                                  109
Azhar Ali c Karunaratne b Kumara                  36
Babar Azam not out                                           102
Extras: (b 2, nb 2, w 1)                                      5
Total: (for two wkts, 70 overs )                       252
Did not bat: Haris Sohail, Asad Shafiq, Mohammad
Rizwan, Usman Shinwari, Mohammad Abbas, Naseem
Shah, Shaheen Shah Afridi 
Fall of wickets: 1-3 (Masood), 2-90 (Azhar)
Bowling: Rajitha 6-2-5-1 (1nb), Fernando 13-1-49-0,
Kumara 14-4-46-1, Perera 24-0-85-0, De Silva 11-0-
48-0 (nb1), Oshada 1-0-3-0, Mendis 1-0-14-0.
Result: Draw.

Scoreboard of the first cricket Test between Pakistan and Sri Lanka on the fifth and final day at Rawalpindi stadi-
um yesterday:


