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Aseeri denies resigning over 
old tweets as MPs defend her

Islamist, opposition lawmakers keep up pressure on minister
By B Izzak

KUWAIT: Newly appointed Minister of
Social Affairs and Labor Ghadeer Aseeri
denied yesterday rumors claiming that
she had resigned from the Cabinet on
the back of a campaign against her
inclusion in the government. Aseeri, one
of seven new faces in the Cabinet formed
on Tuesday, has been the target of a
campaign mainly by Islamist MPs and
activists over her support of Shiite-led
protests in Bahrain and her rejection of
sending Gulf troops to back the Manama
government.

But the minister yesterday said she
held meetings with the ministry’s under-
secretary and assistant undersecretaries
to review ministerial plans on the first
day of taking office, denying that she
was contemplating quitting the Cabinet.
Aseeri, a Shiite academic, had expressed
her views backing the Bahraini protests
publicly mainly on her Twitter account,
which led several MPs to question what

would be her position now.
Islamist opposition MP Mohammad

Al-Mutair on Tuesday threatened he will
grill the prime minister if he did not fire
Aseeri before she takes oath in the
Assembly next week. But Shiite MPs
yesterday came strongly to Aseeri’s
defense, insisting that the minister must
not be criticized on positions taken in
the past. MP Saleh Ashour said that it is
not allowed to hold a minister to account
for statements or positions taken before
they were appointed in the government.

He said that any pressure on Aseeri
to resign will be faced with a decisive
political position, adding that he will
not accept what he called “political ter-
rorism”. MP Khaled Al-Shatti insisted
that the campaign against Aseeri was
politically motivated by some “religious
radicals”. MP Ahmad Al-Fadhl also said
it was not allowed to pressurize the
minister to resign over a tweet she
wrote in 2011.

Continued on Page 24

WASHINGTON: US President Donald Trump faced
his ultimate political crisis yesterday in a historic
congressional vote to impeach him for abuse of
office, forever staining the billionaire’s record and
supercharging the nation’s divides. The House of
Representatives opened its session with a prayer for
“wisdom” by its chaplain, before debate on the reso-
lution regarding “impeaching of Donald J Trump”
began soon after 10:00 am (1500 GMT).

The morning prayer was likely to be the last
moment of calm on the momentous day Democrats
and Trump’s Republicans go head to head over making
the convention-wrecking populist the third president
ever charged with high crimes and misdemeanors. 

Continued on Page 24

US House votes on 
impeaching Trump 
for abuse of office 

WASHINGTON: Protesters supporting the impeachment of US President Donald Trump
gather outside the US Capitol yesterday. — AFP 
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Rain turns Rawdatain
camps into ‘poolside’ areas

KUWAIT: Men have Arabic coffee and tea together as they rest on mats before a large rainwater flooding pool in Al-Rawdatain, about 115 kilometers north of Kuwait City yesterday. Heavy rains that hit Kuwait in recent days
have damaged camps across the country’s desert where camping is popular during the winter and spring season. — Photos by Yasser Al-Zayyat

Tents flooded following the heavy rains.

Sheep graze on an elevated ridge above a flooded pool. Vehicles drive along an elevated road between a flooded rainwater pool.

A man walks through a rainwater pool at a damaged camp site. A rainwater pool caused by flooding after heavy rain.
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Kuwait Crown Prince receives
Prime Minister, Cabinet members

KUWAIT: His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah meets with His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-
Hamad Al-Sabah. — KUNA photos

His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
meets with Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Defense Sheikh Ahmad Al-
Mansour Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah.

His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
meets with Deputy Prime Minister, Minister of Interior and Minister of State for
Cabinet Affairs Anas Al-Saleh.

His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets
with Minister of Foreign Affairs Sheikh Dr Ahmad Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah.

KUWAIT: His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah received at Bayan Palace yesterday
His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-

Hamad Al-Sabah. His Highness the Crown Prince also received
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Defense Sheikh Ahmad
Al-Mansour Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah, Deputy Prime Minister,

Minister of Interior and Minister of State for Cabinet Affairs
Anas Al-Saleh as well as Minister of Foreign Affairs Sheikh Dr
Ahmad Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah. — KUNA

KUWAIT: His Highness the Prime
Minister Sheikh Sabah Khaled Al-Hamad
Al-Sabah received at Bayan Palace yes-
terday Director General of Kuwait Fund
for Arab Economic Development
(KFAED) Abdulwahab Al-Bader and a
number of KFAED officials. During the
meeting, the KFAED officials expressed
appreciation for the great contributions
made by His Highness the Prime Minister
during his tenure as Chairman of the
Fund’s Board of Directors, through which

he succeeded in strengthening the bilat-
eral ties between Kuwait and other coun-
tries. They commended the tireless and
unremitting efforts made by His Highness
to deliver the message of the Fund and
expand its work in assisting developing
countries. At the end of the meeting, they
presented to His Highness the Prime
Minister a map of the Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah road project,
which was recently opened in Djibouti,
with funding from KFAED. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Sustainable development and environmen-
tal projects are an integral part of operations carried
out by Kuwait Fund for Arab Economic Development
(KFAED) during the past 58 years. The fund, estab-
lished in 1961, made its imperative to facilitate loans
for projects within the domain of agricultural, trans-
portation, energy as well as water and irrigation. In a
statement to the press, KFAED indicated that the
number of loans between 2017 and 2018 had amount-
ed to 956 worth KD 6.1 billion (about $20 billion).
Loans provided for sustainable development and envi-
ronmental project represented around 13.3 to 25.3
percent of the loans provided by KFAED.

Kuwait, represented by KFAED, is eager to imple-
ment the 17-point United Nations Sustainable
Development Goals (UNSDGs) through its various
projects, affirmed the fund. While it is carrying out its
international duty, environmental challenges and
decreasing resources remain as huge challenges in
face of the fund’s mission. Lack of clean water
resources for example affects over 40 percent of the
world population with expectation that the percent-
age would increase in the upcoming years to touch the
lives of some 783 million people worldwide.

The KFAED noted that it had dedicated a number
of projects to provide water resources to various
countries. In the sustainable development domain, the
KFAED had assisted a number of countries in the
Middle East, Africa, and Asia to carry out projects in
this domain in line with the UNSDGs and the State of
Kuwait’s commitment to global progress, affirmed the
statement. — KUNA

KFAED gave
$20 billion loans
in one year

Prime Minister receives
KFAED’s Director General

KUWAIT: His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Khaled Al-Hamad Al-
Sabah receives a map of the Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah road
project from Director General of Kuwait Fund for Arab Economic Development
Abdulwahab Al-Bader. — KUNA

KUWAIT: The Ambassador of the Kingdom of Bhutan to Kuwait hosted a reception
on the occasion of the 112th  National Day anniversary at Crowne Plaza hotel
recently. Higher officials, diplomats, a cross section of the Bhutanese community
and media persons attended the event.— Photos by Yasser Al-Zayyat
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KUWAIT: Interior Ministry officials tour the correctional facilities’ 8th ‘Made by Our Hands’ exhibition at The Avenues
Mall yesterday.  —Photos by Yasser Al-Zayyat

KUWAIT: A Kuwaiti  software company has
already created a new Arabic lexicon and will make
it available on the Internet next January, the
founder said yesterday. Founder of Kuwait’s Sakhr
Software Company Mohammad Al-Sharekh made
the remark in a speech during a celebration organ-
ized by the United Nations Educational, Scientific
and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) marking the
World Arabic Day. He said he had decided to com-
pile a fresh Arabic dictionary since Arab people, in
general, stopped using outdated and complicated
Arabic lexicons that are uneasy to use and contain
very archaic vocabularies. To make it easy for peo-
ple to use on social media, a modern software
technology, notably COBUILD dictionary, has
been used in the creation of this online dictionary.

COBUILD dictionary technology was initially
introduced by Birmingham University in the middle
of the last century, Sharekh elaborated. The new
product includes 50 million Arabic vocabularies, in
addition to statistical systems to extract unique

words and their meanings, he pointed out. The first
version of the dictionary contains 125,000 mean-
ings and structures under 80,000 entries, 35,000
synonyms and antonyms, and 150,000 examples,
he added. While reading
online newspapers, check-
ing e-mails or writ ing
something, a user can so
easi ly f ind the meaning,
derivatives and synonyms
of words, he explained.

The Arabic dictionary
also includes an Arabic-
English-Arabic glossary
and more languages could
be introduced later, the
Kuwaiti software company’s founder pointed out.
Thanks to its modern vocabularies and easy use,
the dictionary can now be used by schoolchildren
who have regrettably ignored dictionaries for long
years, he added. However, he maintained, users’

remarks and comments are to be taken into con-
sideration with a view to correcting mistakes, if
there, and introducing new vocabularies and
examples.

On the UNESCO-orga-
nized celebration, Sharekh
said he was so happy to
attend the event marking
the World Arabic Day at
the UNESCO, which is the
seat of world culture, and in
Paris, the capital of enlight-
enment. The World Arabic
Language Day is celebrat-
ed every year on December
18. On this occasion,

UNESCO will host three round tables dedicated to
this year’s theme ‘Arabic Language and Artificial
Intelligence,’ followed by a concert, at its head-
quarters in Paris on December 18, 2019.

Experts, academics, artists and representatives

of specialized institutions will gather to debate on
the impact of artificial intelligence on the preser-
vation and promotion of the Arabic language, the
computerization of the Arabic language and the
cognitive future, the launch of the regional report
‘Arabic as a gateway to access and transmitting
knowledge.’ This celebration is organized in col-
laboration with the Permanent Delegation of the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia to UNESCO, in partner-
ship with the Sultan Bin Abdulaziz Al Saud
Foundation.

UN Languages Days aim to promote and cele-
brate multilingualism and cultural diversity, as well
as the equality of all official languages used in the
Organization and its agencies: Arabic (December
18), Chinese (November 12), English (April 23),
French (March 20), Russian (June 6) and Spanish
(October 12). The celebration also resonates with
the International Decade for the Rapprochement of
Cultures (2013-2022), for which UNESCO is the
lead UN Agency.  —KUNA

Kuwait-based firm releases new
Arabic dictionary software in Jan

Including 50 million Arabic vocabularies, Arabic-English-Arabic glossary

UNESCO
marks World

Arabic Day

Up to 700 prisoners
to be included in
Amiri pardon
By A Saleh and Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: Ministry of Interior’s (MoI) assistant
undersecretary for correctional facilities and verdicts
execution affairs Maj Gen Farraj Al-Zobi said the total
number of prisoners to be included in the Amiri
amnesty this year would be 600 to 700, including
citizens and expats imprisoned for various crimes
except those involved in state security and terrorism-
related cases. 

Speaking on the sidelines of opening the correction-
al facilities’ 8th ‘Made by Our Hands’ exhibition held
under the auspices of MoI Undersecretary Lt Gen
Essam Al-Nahham at The Avenues Mall, Zobi said the
exhibition will be on till Saturday to display products
made by prisoners for sale at reasonable prices. 

Zobi stressed the aim of having prisoners practice
their professions and hobbies inside prisons is to fruit-
fully occupy their free time and teach them certain
crafts that could help them find suitable jobs once they
serve their time and get released. He urged citizens to
visit the exhibition and purchase the products to take
advantage of the low prices compared to similar prod-
ucts in the market.  

Director of the correctional facilities Maj Gen Ali Al-
Muaily said prisons are mainly concerned with correct-
ing prisoners’ conduct to make sure they return to the
society as good and useful individuals. Muaily added
that prisoners are given nominal wages in return for the
work they do in prison, which encourages many of them
to take up certain professions that could be handy for
them once they get back to the society. 

In other news, the relations and security information
department at the interior ministry said 15,539 driving
licenses were renewed online from Nov 18, 2019 till Dec
17, 2019. It said machines at The Avenues issued 8,961
licenses, Kout 3,905, Capital traffic department 1,801,
and Hawally 872 licenses. 

Kuwait welcomes
meetings, unity
efforts in S Sudan
NEW YORK: The State of Kuwait welcomed, late
Tuesday, the meetings between South Sudanese
President Salva Kiir Mayardit and opposition leader
Riek Machar last month and the mutual commitment to
the pre-transitional period plan. The plan will form the
army, police and security forces in less than 100 days
as part of an effort to a unity government. This praise
was delivered by Kuwait’s Permanent Delegate to the
UN Ambassador Mansour Al-Otaibi to a Security
Council meeting focusing on South Sudan.

Otaibi also praised the ceasefire that is holding in
most parts of South Sudan. He called on the interna-
tional community to redouble efforts to ease the
humanitarian burden on the population. Commending
the reduced number of civilians in UNMISS protection
sites; he called for the Mission’s freedom of movement
to be upheld, in line with the status of forces agreement

and its Council mandate. Meanwhile, Otaibi condemned
attacks on volunteers from the International
Organization for Migration in October, saying that
those responsible were not above humanitarian and
international laws. The Kuwaiti Ambassador hoped that
his country would continue to play a role in supporting
peace and prosperity in South Sudan. —KUNA

NEW YORK: Kuwait’s Permanent Delegate to the UN Ambassador
Mansour Al-Otaibi speaks during a Security Council meeting on
South Sudan. —KUNA

ABK holds sign
language training 
KUWAIT: Al-Ahli Bank of Kuwait (ABK) announced
that it currently has a total of 23 branch staff who
have undergone specialized training courses in sign
language for clients with hearing difficulties. These
staff members  can easily be identified by the badges

they wear showing they know sign language. ABK is
committed to playing an active role in the communi-
ties it operates in, and to encourage a stronger sense
of belonging among all individuals. The bank cur-
rently provides sign language services at its Head
Office, and at the Shaab, Jabriya, Qurain, South
Sabahiya, Firdous and Jahra 1 branches. All the
ATM’s in the above mentioned branches are fitted
with ‘braille’ for the visually impaired, and ramps
have been installed, designed for easy access for
those with physical disabilities. 
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As we approach a new year, I am sure some of
my readers are considering new goals for 2020,
and one goal you might have for yourself is to

be financially independent. If you are brave enough
(which you are) and you are considering starting a
business, or what we call a small business or startup
(tech related), here are a few tips and definitions for
you. Best of luck in your endeavors. 

Commercial license 
Question: Do I need a commercial license to operate?

Fajer: The answer to this question depends on many
different factors, like which sector are you operating
in, what services or products are you providing,
whether or not you need to hire a team that is physi-
cally present, and so on. Generally speaking, for selling
products in a physical space you would, need a com-
mercial license; for example selling perfumes.
Generally speaking also, for creative services such as
photography or branding, you can operate without a
license. 

Things to keep in mind
Question: What do I need to keep in mind when I am
first starting my company?

Fajer: Decide whether or not you need a license, as
mentioned above. Have your essential business rela-
tionships internally and externally, and they should be
clear and in writing. Organize your rights and obliga-
tions towards those clients and business partners. Have
a clear corporate structure. Make sure the Intellectual
Property of the company are registered, such as trade-
marks and copyrights. Have a clear mission and vision
that aligns with your personal beliefs.

For questions or queries, please email us at
info@ftl-legal.com. 

Starting a small
business

By Attorney Fajer Ahmed

Legalese

New defense minister vows to remove
obstacles to improve staff performance

Education, health, services ministers explain agendas
By A Saleh 

KUWAIT: Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of
Defense Sheikh Ahmad Al-Mansour Al-Sabah yester-
day received at his office the Kuwaiti Army Chief of
Staff Lt Gen Mohammad Al-Khudhr, his deputy Lt Gen
Abdullah Al-Nawaf Al-Sabah, members of the defense
council and his assistant undersecretaries. Sheikh
Ahmad said he looks forward to overcoming all obsta-
cles hindering work progress within the ministry, with
the ultimate goal of boosting all military and civilian
staff members’ performance. “Success is only achiev-
able through combining all efforts and cooperation
amongst various sectors,” Sheikh Ahmad stressed, not-
ing that his doors will be always open for different
views and opinions that can develop the ministry’s work
environment and for reform. 

Education strategy
Meanwhile, Minister of Education and Minister of

Higher Education Saud Al-Harbi stressed his intentions
to carry on with implementing and completing the
strategies set for the ministries of education and of
higher education, Kuwait University and Public
Authority for Applied Education and Training in the
‘New Kuwait 2035’ development vision. 

Expressing his gratitude for the trust bestowed on
him, Harbi pointed out that both ministries’ priorities

are crystal clear and based on the national strategy for
developing public and academic education and the
government’s agenda on enhancing law, fighting cor-
ruption and achieving educational development. Harbi

expressed his intentions to resolve many issues and
face various academic and administrative challenges,
which requires teamwork in all fields. In addition, Harbi
hailed and congratulated all Arabic speakers around the
world on the occasion of celebrating World Arabic Day
on Dec 18.  

Electronic filing
In the meantime, Health Minister Sheikh Dr Basel Al-

Sabah said electronic filing tops the Health Ministry’s
priorities in the coming period, and that the ministry is
currently working on amending the food and medicine
law and submitting it to the parliament for review.
Speaking on the sidelines of a reception held at the
ministry’s headquarters to celebrate his reappointment,
Sheikh Basel stressed that the ministry has reached the
final stages of developing its organizational structure

and expressed hopes that it would be finished and
implemented in the new year. Meanwhile, informed
health sources said the health ministry plans to open
obesity clinics in various polyclinics soon to help put
Kuwait’s anti-obesity 2020-25 strategy into practice. 

Postal sector
Also yesterday, Minister of State for Services and

Minister of State for National Assembly Affairs
Mubarak Al-Harees stressed the continuation of imple-
menting the development plan, finishing projects
according to schedule and implementing strategies
without delay. Speaking to the press after his first visit
to the ministry of services, Harees said developing the
postal sector will top his priorities, adding that he met
ministry officials and was briefed on work progress,
strategies and future plans.

By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: Deputy
Prime Minister,
Interior Minister
and State Minister
for Cabinet Affairs
Anas Al-Saleh
chaired a top-level
Interior Ministry
meeting yesterday;
his first following
the Cabinet’s new
formation on
Tuesday. The meet-
ing was held in pres-
ence of senior min-
istry officials includ-
ing Undersecretary
Lt Gen Essam Al-Nahham and the ministry’s
assistant undersecretaries. Saleh conveyed the
higher political leadership’s appreciation of their
efforts and the importance of the role they are
carrying out to safeguard the country’s security
and stability.

Saleh said the instructions of His Highness the
Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
to make the achievements the country is looking
for as well as respect the constitution and protect
public funds will only be reached by efforts and
working as one team. He said the instructions
should be considered as a work program for all.
He also discussed the security situation and plans
related to this issue.

Saleh chairs
first meeting as
Interior Minister

Anas Al-Saleh

KUWAIT: This photo released by the Defense Ministry yesterday shows Deputy Prime Minister and Minister
of Defense Sheikh Ahmad Al-Mansour Al-Sabah meeting with top military and defense ministry officials.

Doors open for
different views

KUWAIT: Rapporteur of the parliament’s health affairs
committee MP Saadoun Hammad said the committee
rejected a proposal to cancel the government-sponsored
treatment overseas program because Kuwaiti citizens
should not be deprived from receiving medical treatment.
Hammad added that the committee rejected a proposal to
establish a medical committee to be responsible for dis-
patching citizens for treatment abroad, instead of the
health ministry. Meanwhile, MPs are set to mull over the
oath taking of the new cabinet members during scheduled

sittings next Tuesday and Wednesday, Parliament Observer
MP Nayef Al-Merdas said yesterday. They will also look
into the address delivered by His Highness the Amir Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah during the opening of
the fourth ordinary session, Merdas told reporters follow-
ing a meeting of the parliament caucus, presided over by
Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem. The list of subjects to be
discussed also encompasses the election of provisional
committee members and a vote on the makeup of parlia-
ment probe panels, he added. — KUNA

Panel rejects canceling treatment overseas

By Meshaal Al-Enezi 

KUWAIT: Chairman of Kuwait University’s teaching
staff members society Dr Ibrahim Al-Humoud urged
new Minister of Education and Minister of Higher
Education Dr Saud Al-Harbi to appoint a new KU rector
whose tenure had expired since September 2019.
“Instead of performing his duties as a caretaker, the
interim rector has been acting as an actual, legally
appointed one, which is against the law,” Humoud said
in a statement to the press yesterday.

“The deliberate administrative vacuum in effect since
September has resulted in terrible consequences such
as suspending KU council meetings and promotions,
and the invalidity of any decision made by the current
rector,” Humoud, explained adding that the vacuum also
led to suspending all academic scholarships and
researches. Further, Humoud argued that unlike the min-
ister’s case where article 103 of the constitution allows
him or her to carry on taking care of urgent matters, the
university rector’s resumption of his duties is unconsti-
tutional and illegal. 

Public cleanliness
Municipal Council member Abdul Salam Al-Randi

suggested having citizens conduct a monthly online
survey to measure their satisfaction with the level of
public cleanliness in Kuwait, then discuss the survey’s
results during Municipal Council sessions once every
three months. 

Food security
Chairman of Kuwait Fishermen Union Thaher Al-

Sowayyan urged His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh
Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah to confer with the
heads of unions concerned with food security such as
producers of dairy products and fishermen, stressing
the need for the new government to “give attention to
citizens’ aspirations.” Sowayyab further argued that the
fishermen union had been suffering from being ignored
for years though fishing is one of the main sources of
food security in Kuwait. Moreover, Sowayyan urged
Public Authority for Agricultural Affairs and Fish
Resources (PAAAFR) Chairman Sheikh Mohammad Al-
Yousuf Al-Sabah to allocate a seat for the fishermen
union within PAAAFR’s board. 

Union calls for
appointing new
university rector



NEW DELHI: Fresh protests broke out across India
yesterday as authorities banned large gatherings in
parts of the capital in an effort to contain nationwide
rallies and riots against a citizenship law seen as dis-
criminating against Muslims. The demonstrations over
the past few days have turned violent, with six people
dead in the northeastern state of Assam and with police
firing tear gas and arresting hundreds of people.

In the financial capital Mumbai, hundreds of people
under tight security carried placards with the words
“India is ours” and chanted “we are all one”.

“We just cannot go along with this bill. I can’t
believe we now have to prove our citizenship after liv-
ing in India for so many years,” Tabeer Rizvi told AFP
as the Mumbai crowd burst into a Hindi version of the
US civil rights movement anthem “We shall overcome”.

“I am not surprised to see people of all religions
come out to protest this bill.” The law allowing New
Delhi to grant citizenship to non-Muslim nationals from
three neighboring countries comes in the wake of other
policies from Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s govern-
ment that critics said were designed to marginalize
Muslims in the Hindu-majority nation.

Demonstrators, mostly young people, again gathered
outside Delhi’s Jamia Millia Islamia university as the ban
on gatherings of more than four people was imposed in
some Muslim-dominated districts of the city. “We are
really very angry with the BJP (Bharatiya Janata Party)
government... They have taken racism to the extreme
point,” Taiba Hadis, 18, told AFP at the rally.

“They are questioning our existence and it is high
time for us to speak up.” Rallies were also held in other
states including West Bengal, Tamil Nadu, and
Telangana. There were sporadic clashes between police
and demonstrators in some cities as well as small
counter-protests. The latest round of protests came as
the Supreme Court rejected pleas for an immediate stay
on the legislation, but deferred the case to January for
extensive hearings. Petitioners have said the legislation
is unconstitutional and goes against India’s cherished
secular traditions.

Demonstrations tipped to attract huge crowds were

planned for today in major cities across the vast nation.
The Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA) makes it

easier for non-Muslims from the neighboring countries
of Afghanistan, Bangladesh and Pakistan who settled in
India prior to 2015 to gain Indian citizenship.
Thousands of people have protested, saying the law is
anti-Muslim and the latest in a series of measures by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s Hindu nationalist gov-
ernment to marginalize the community.

“We want a stay order in the CAA case,” said Kapil
Sibal, a lawyer for petitioners who challenged the law in
court, adding it was in conflict with parts of the Indian
constitution guaranteeing equality to all.

Supreme Court Chief Justice S A Bobde refused
requests to hold off the implementation of the law,
which came into effect last week. The court will howev-
er hear petitions challenging the constitutional validity
of the law on Jan 22.

Modi’s government says the law was intended to
address the persecution of minorities such as Hindus,
Sikhs and Christians in the Muslim-majority countries
of Pakistan, Afghanistan and Bangladesh. Those groups,
many of whom have been languishing in India for years
without rights, will now get an automatic path to Indian
nationality if they came from these three countries
before 2015.

But protesters say the exclusion of Muslims shows a
deep-seated bias against the community, which makes
up 14 percent of India’s population, the third largest
Muslim population in the world.

The new measure follows the revocation of the spe-
cial status of the Muslim-majority Kashmir region, and
a court ruling clearing the way for the construction of a
Hindu temple on the site of a mosque razed by Hindu
zealots. Yesterday, police fired shots in the air in a
Muslim-dominated part of Delhi to push back thou-
sands of demonstrators throwing stones and glass bot-
tles demanding the law be withdrawn.

Arrests, injuries 
At least 21 people, including 12 policemen, were

injured in the Delhi clashes in Seelampur district on

Tuesday, with police firing tear gas after thousands of
protesters threw stones and set fire to buses and a
police outpost. Eight people were arrested for rioting
and arson, police said yesterday.

Another six people were arrested in West Bengal
state for hurling a bomb at policemen on Tuesday that
injured seven officers. In Uttar Pradesh, more than 110
people were arrested over the protests, or for posting
on social media, police told AFP.

Hostels at the state’s Aligarh Muslim University,
where police brutality was alleged by students on
Sunday, were emptied after residents were told by the
administration to start winter vacations early.

In Gujarat state, five people were arrested for draw-
ing a Nazi symbol beside the Modi’s ruling BJP party’s
lotus logo on the wall of the police headquarters in
Vadodara city. Modi has remained defiant in the face of

the protests and said the law would not affect Indian
nationals but protect persecuted Hindu, Sikh and other
minorities from Muslim-majority neighbors. Opposition
parties, led by Congress President Sonia Gandhi, met
with President Ram Nath Kovind on Tuesday to ask him
to advise Modi’s government to withdraw the law.

The UN secretary-general’s spokesman Stephane
Dujarric said Tuesday the global body was “concerned
about the violence and alleged use of excessive force
by security forces that we’ve seen that have been tak-
ing place”. “We very much call for restraint and urge
full respect for the rights of freedom of opinion and
expression and peaceful assembly,” he added.

Authorities have imposed internet blackouts and
used force to shut down rallies and sit-ins, but protest-
ers have vowed to keep up their fight until the law is
revoked. — Agencies
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NEW DELHI: In this picture taken on Dec 15, 2019 Ayesha Renna (center) and other protesters argue with policemen during a demonstration against the Indian government’s Citizenship Amendment Bill (CAB). —AFP 

Protests against new law rage across India
Court declines immediate stay on legislation • Govt bans gatherings in parts of Delhi

The hijab-clad
students who stood
up to Indian police
NEW DELHI: A group of young women have
become the face of student-led protests that have
swept India in recent days, as opposition has grown
against a new citizenship law seen by many as anti-
Muslim. Video of Ayesha Renna and her friends
from New Delhi’s Jamia Millia Islamia university
standing up to baton-wielding police hitting a male
student on Sunday has gone viral, drawing praise
for their courage.

Renna said the women were joining a protest in
the Indian capital against the Citizenship Amendment
Act. The act offers Indian citizenship to minorities

such as Hindus and Christians from Afghanistan,
Bangladesh and Pakistan, but thousands have
protested, saying the law is anti-Muslim.

“Suddenly, we saw that people were screaming
and running behind,” Renna, a history student, told
Reuters. After a friend felt breathless, they sought
shelter in the driveway of a house, Renna said. Police,
some wearing riot gear and carrying batons, quickly
surrounded them and ordered them to come out.

As they neared the gate, police grabbed hold of a
male student accompanying them and started hitting
him, said Ladeeda Farzana, who was with Renna.

“We just covered him to protect him because
police were beating him like a dog,” Farzana said,
holding her bandaged wrist, hours after the incident.
In a video posted on social media, at least three
policemen can be seen beating the unarmed male
student, until Renna and her friends shout at them to
leave. “When some media persons gathered over
there, then they (police) dispersed,” Renna said. The
student was left bleeding from his face. — Reuters

Iran opposes 
US-Taleban talks
TEHRAN: Iran’s top security official said yesterday
the Islamic Republic opposed US negotiations with
Afghanistan’s Taleban, as the talks excluded the Afghan
people and government. “Any strategy, any decision or
plan without the participation of the Afghan people is
wrong and doomed to failure,” said Rear Admiral Ali
Shamkhani, secretary of Iran’s Supreme National
Security Council.

“The Taleban are a reality of the Afghan people that
cannot be ignored. But are all Afghans Taliban? No,” he
added. Shamkhani was speaking at a news conference
following a meeting in Tehran of senior national securi-
ty officials from Afghanistan, China, India, Tajikistan,
Uzbekistan and Russia.

He accused the US of trying to use the situation in
Afghanistan to “create insecurity on the borders of

China, Russia and Iran” and said the “dialogue on
regional security” was proof of Washington’s failure to
isolate the Islamic Republic. Shamkhani noted that
Tehran did not participate in the US-led negotiations
due to having once cooperated with Washington on
Afghanistan and having been “put in the Axis of Evil”.
The term was first used by US President George W.
Bush in 2002, when he branded three countries-North
Korea, Iran and Iraq-as states that sponsored terrorism.

A US-Taleban deal had been all but signed in early
September, but President Donald Trump scuttled the
agreement at the last minute, citing ongoing Taleban
violence, including a Kabul bombing that killed an
American soldier. Talks resumed December 7 amid a
reduction in violence in Kabul, but were paused after
another Taleban attack, this time at Bagram air base
north of the Afghan capital.

According to a draft of the September agreement,
the Taleban were to commit to security measures,
launch a dialogue with the Afghan government and
reduce violence in exchange for the withdrawal of
American forces. — AFP 

TEHRAN: Ali Shamkhani, Secretary of the Supreme National Security Council of Iran (center), speaks during the first
meeting of national security secretaries of Iran, Russia, Uzbekistan, Tajikistan, Afghanistan, China and India, in the
capital Tehran yesterday. — AFP



Mosque re-opened 
months after 
Kashmir 
autonomy stripped 
SRINAGAR: Kashmir’s main mosque re-
opened for prayers yesterday for the first time
since the restive valley’s semi-autonomous sta-
tus was axed by New Delhi in August and a
curfew imposed.

The area where the Jamia Masjid in
Kashmir’s main city of Srinagar is located is a
hotbed of anti-Indian sentiment, with Friday
prayers that attract thousands of worshippers
—  often followed by street protests. Locals
believe the recent closure was the longest the
13th-century mosque had endured since
Kashmir was split between India and Pakistan
in 1947 after independence from Britain.

“I was sitting at home when I heard the
azan (call for prayer) coming from the Jamia
Masjid. I couldn’t believe my ears and came
running to offer prayers here for the first time
in four-and-a-half months,” Mohamad Iqbal,
55, told AFP. “It feels like I’m breathing again.
No doubt my happiness knows no bounds
today, but the saddest thing is that the Kashmir

dispute is yet to be resolved.”
Some 70 worshippers were led by Mufti

Ghulam Rasool in afternoon prayers inside the
sprawling mosque, which can accommodate
30,000 faithful.

Before the crackdown, chief cleric and influ-
ential separatist leader Mirwaiz Umar Farooq
delivered sermons and political messages at
the mosque every Friday. He is among thou-

sands of people, including separatist leaders
opposed to Indian rule, taken into custody by
authorities after New Delhi’s autonomy move.
Worshippers at the mosque told AFP they fear
it would not be kept open for Friday prayers.

Other mosques and shrines in Muslim-
majority Indian Kashmir have faced similar
restrictions at different times on large gather-
ings during the lockdown. — AFP

BAGHDAD: The United States has called on Baghdad
to “take actions” to protect US interests in the country
after a flurry of attacks that have been blamed on
Iranian-backed groups. Tehran wields growing influ-
ence in Iraq, particularly through armed factions. Since
October 28, ten rocket attacks have targeted areas
where US soldiers and diplomats are stationed.

They have not been claimed, but the United States
has blamed Iranian-backed Shiite paramilitary groups.
US Defense Secretary Mark Esper told reporters on
Monday he had expressed “concern about the optics in
attacks on bases in Iraq where US troops and material
might be,” in a call with outgoing prime minister Adel
Abdel Mahdi.

The US has “a right of self-defense that we would
ask our Iraqi partners to take proactive actions... to get
that under control, because it’s not good for anybody,”
he told Abdel Mahdi.

Abdel Mahdi’s office released a statement earlier
Monday confirming the phone call and asking everyone
“to spare no effort to prevent an escalation that will
threaten all parties”.

“Unilateral decisions will trigger negative reactions
that will make it more difficult to control the situation
and will threaten Iraq’s security, sovereignty and inde-
pendence,” he said. Esper, speaking on a plane return-
ing from Belgium, where he had attended the 75th
anniversary of the Battle of the Bulge, acknowledged
Tehran’s involvement was difficult to prove.

“My suspicion would be that Iran is behind these
attacks, much like they are behind a lot of malign
behavior throughout the region,” he said. “But it’s hard
to pin down.”

Iranian influence 
Abdel Mahdi is a close ally of Iran who also enjoyed

cordial relations with the US. He resigned in early
December after the two months of unprecedented
demonstrations in the capital and Shiite-majority south
that have left 460 people dead. Negotiations are
underway to name his successor. 

“If the Iraqi government or state weakens, this will
exacerbate escalation and chaos,” Abdel Mahdi told
Esper, according to the statement.

Iran has gained overwhelming influence in Iraq since
the 2003 US invasion brought down Saddam Huseein. A
US source recently told AFP that pro-Iran factions in
Iraq were now considered a more significant threat to
American soldiers than the Islamic State group (IS).

The attacks have killed one Iraqi soldier and left oth-
ers wounded, as well as causing material damage in the
vicinity of the US embassy in Baghdad’s ultra-secure
Green Zone. The US has recently reinforced its security
at the embassy, according to an Iraqi security source,
who said “a convoy of 15 American vehicles each trans-
porting armoured trucks and weapons entered the
Green Zone”. 

Top US diplomat Mike Pompeo on Friday warned

Iran’s leaders “that any attacks by them, or their prox-
ies of any identity, that harm Americans, our allies or
our interests will be answered with a decisive US
response”.

US officials say they are considering sending 5,000
to 7,000 troops to the region to counter Iran, although
Esper on Friday again denied a report that a 14,000-
strong deployment was under discussion. — AFP
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Baghdad must ‘take actions’ after 
strikes on US interests: Washington 

Iranian-backed groups blamed for flurry of attacks

BAGHDAD: An Iraqi anti-government camp site is pictured next to Al-Jumhuriyah (Republic) Bridge spanning the River
Tigris in the heart of Baghdad across the ultra-secure Green Zone (left) housing the US embassy, yesterday. —AFP

SRINAGAR: A woman prays in the main mosque in Srinagar yesterday for the first time in near-
ly five months after Jammu and Kashmir was stripped of its special status and split into two
federal territories. — AFP 

One of Romania’s 
‘children of 
the decree’ 
fights for change 
BUCHAREST: Three decades after the col-
lapse of communism in Romania, Visinel Balan
still has fresh memories of one of its most infa-
mous legacies-the orphanage system in which
he grew up.

“They used to beat us until we couldn’t
move,” he says of the orphanage he entered in
1987, aged just two months. The scars of those
institutions, exposed to the world in the 1990s
through horrifying news images of emaciated
children in caged beds, have still not fully
healed for Balan.

They were places where children were
caned on the soles of their feet for bedwetting
and fed in an assembly line while sitting on
potties. Balan was one of the “Decretei” or
“children of the decree”: children abandoned
by poorer families as a result of the natalist
policies of the communist dictator Nicolae
Ceausescu, among them a 1966 decree ban-
ning abortion. But his experiences have fired
his activism on behalf of today’s marginalized
children. He’s now a lawyer and head of an
NGO called Voice of Abandoned Children.

“There’s so much still left to do! Only three
percent of children who grow up in care lead
fully independent lives as adults,” Balan says.

Old mentalities 
The orphanage system has undergone thor-

ough reform, consigning the bleak homes
housing hundreds of children to history. Now
around 50,000 children are cared for by the
state, half of them in foster families. The rest
are in updated institutions such as “Pinocchio’s
House”, a modern home for children aged
between 7 and 18 in the capital Bucharest.

Among them is teenager Lorentsa Ion,
who dreams of  becoming a dancer and
shows off one of her routines to applause
from her friends. But even if the care system
has improved, some att i tudes haven’t
changed, says UNICEF’s representative in

Romania Pieter Bult.
“People keep abandoning children because

it was the norm under Ceausescu,” he says,
pointing out the number of children in care
hasn’t fallen for a decade.  Another part of this
painful legacy is that the UN estimates some
5,000 Romanian children are sleeping rough,
2,000 of them in Bucharest.

Many young people fled the orphanages
under communism only to fall into the margins
of society.

Some went on to have their own children,
who in turn grew up without a fixed address.

Hidden lives 
“I’ve had a hard childhood,” says 13-year-

old Leonard Mihai, the fuzz of an incipient
moustache on his upper lip. He sleeps in an
abandoned house and only started school after
his tenth birthday, a typical example of the
street children who slip through the social sys-
tem. “Their families are too poor to look after
them,” says Ionut Jugureanu, head of an NGO
that tries to teach such children skills for work
in circuses.

“Certain children don’t exist in the eyes of
the authorities because they don’t have a birth
certificate,” Jugureanu adds. Balan too knows

what it’s like to be on the streets, having run
away from his orphanage when he was still
only nine or 10 years old.

“Policemen would send me to steal nuts and
fruit from the market. When I brought them
back they would let me sleep in the warm in
the station,” he says. As an adult one of Balan’s
particular goals has been the reform of
Romania’s adoption rules.

In the run-up to the country joining the
European Union in 2007, it had to toughen the
adoption system to combat child trafficking.
But now prospective parents complain of a
Kafkaesque process.

“The authorities have to get approval from
so many family members to sign off an adop-
tion,” says 40-year-old Maria. She and her
husband were finally able to bring their adopt-
ed son home three years ago, but only after
much administrative wrangling.

It’s the sort of case Balan hopes to change
to avoid a repeat of his own tragic family his-
tory-four of his 12 siblings died while his last
roommate at the orphanage went on to commit
suicide.

But through it all Balan has kept his drive-
and his relationship with his biological mother,
for whom he recently bought a house. — AFP

MUCHAREST: In this file photo taken on October 14, 1990 abandoned Romanian children get ready
for bed at the Buchea orphanage in Buchea, near Vulturesti, 150kms from Bucharest. —AFP

UN Council set 
for showdown 
over Syria 
aid deliveries
UNITED NATIONS: For the past six
years the United Nations and other aid
groups have been crossing into Syria
from Turkey, Iraq and Jordan at four
places authorized by the UN Security
Council to deliver humanitarian assis-
tance to millions of people.

The 15-member council is aiming to
extend approval for those operations
this week, which UN Secretary-
General Antonio Guterres describes as
essential. Russia, however, wants to cut
the number of border crossings in half.
A resolution drafted by Belgium,
Kuwait and Germany proposes
increasing the authorized border
crossings to five - by adding a third
from Turkey - but Russia has put for-
ward a rival text that would only
approve current operations at two
Turkish crossings.

When asked on Tuesday if Russia
could veto the draft resolution by
Belgium, Kuwait and Germany,
Russian UN Ambassador Vassily
Nebenzia described that text as
“unacceptable and inviable.”

“If it so happens that our draft
does not pass, this will mean that the
mechanism that we have proposed to

extend will not be extended,” he told
reporters. A resolution needs nine
votes to pass and no vetoes by
Russia, China, the United States,
France or Britain. Last year Russia
and China abstained in the council
vote to extend approval for the cross-
border humanitarian aid deliveries.

Russia has vetoed 13 council reso-
lutions on Syria since a crackdown
by Syrian President Bashar al-Assad
on pro-democracy protesters in 2011
led to civil war. Islamic State mili-
tants then used the chaos to seize
territory in Syria and Iraq. In a joint
statement on Tuesday, Belgium,
Kuwait and Germany and their seven
elected counterparts on the Security
Council expressed support for their
draft resolution.

“The consequences of a non-
renewal of the mechanism would be
disastrous,” the 10 Security Council
members, who are each serving two
year terms, said. “This is a mechanism
that enables life-saving assistance to
reach 4 million people in Syria.”

In a Dec. 16 report to the Council,
Guterres urged members to extend
authorization of the cross-border aid
deliveries. “This aid has staved off an
even larger humanitarian crisis inside
Syria,” Guterres wrote.

“While I welcome ongoing efforts
to scale up humanitarian assistance
delivered from inside the Syrian Arab
Republic, I reiterate that the United
Nations does not have an alternative
means of reaching people in the areas
in which cross-border assistance is
being provided,” he said. — Reuters

US envoy to
South Sudan
warns of further
sanctions
JUBA: The US ambassador to South
Sudan yesterday warned that
Washington would not hesitate to slap
additional sanctions on “spoilers”
holding back peace in the war-torn
African nation.

Ambassador Thomas Hushek was
recalled in November when South
Sudan’s rival leaders failed to meet a
promised deadline to form a unity
government, straining ties with
Washington. The United States this
week slapped sanctions on two South
Sudan ministers, accusing them of
obstructing a peace accord signed in
2018 that has paused, but not
resolved, five years of conflict.

Hushek stood by the decision-
which was criticized by the office of
South Sudan President Salva Kiir-and
warned of further measures if peace
talks failed to advance.   “We are look-
ing at all spoilers of the peace
process,” Hushek told reporters in
Juba during his first press briefing
since returning from Washington.
“Sanctions... is one of the tools we will
continue to have in our tool box, and
we will use them.”

Kiir and his former deputy, Riek
Machar, agreed Tuesday to form a
power-sharing government before a
February deadline. The pledge to join
forces is the linchpin of the truce
signed by Kiir and Machar, whose

falling out in 2013 kicked off fighting
that left nearly 400,000 South
Sudanese dead.

But they have missed two deadlines
to do so, most recently in November,
when the pair were given another 100
days to come together in a coalition.

The US, frustrated at repeat delays,
and having warned of consequences if
the men stalled again, recalled Hushek
in protest, and announced it was
reevaluating its relationship with
South Sudan.

“There have been missed deadlines
all throughout this process,” Hushek
said. “If the process moves forward,
this is the way to prevent future sanc-
tions.” Earlier this month the US also
restricted visas to South Sudanese
determined to have undermined the
road to peace. Talks between Kiir and
Machar, a former rebel leader who
lives in exile, have stumbled over dis-
agreements about territorial bound-
aries in South Sudan, and a pledge to
unify their fighters in a national army.

Successive peace deals and media-
tion bids have failed to achieve a last-
ing peace for the world’s youngest
country, whose independence from
Sudan in 2011 was strongly backed by
the US.

The September 2018 ceasefire
signed by the warring parties has
largely held, delivering the longest
period of peace in South Sudan’s short
history as a nation. United Nations
special envoy to South Sudan David
Shearer said yesterday that delays in
the transition to peace had eroded
trust and stoked fears that “political
will between parties is waning”. “The
choices that South Sudan’s leaders
make now will determine this country’s
future for generations to come,” he
told the Security Council.  — AFP
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US, India look 
to bolster ties 
as rights 
worries emerge
WASHINGTON: The United States and India meet
today in their latest bid to ramp up defense and political
ties, but concerns over minority rights in the south Asian
giant could mar the celebratory mood. Secretary of
State Mike Pompeo and Defense Secretary Mark Esper
will hold a day of talks in Washington with their counter-
parts from India, one of only three countries to enjoy
annual so-called “2+2” talks with the United States-a
format meant to encourage deep, strategic relations.

The talks come as Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
bolstered by a convincing election win earlier this year,
increasingly looks to solidify ties between the world’s
two largest democracies. But India has been facing sig-
nificant criticism for the first time since the Cold War
rivals began building relations two decades ago as
Modi pushes ahead with his Hindu nationalist agenda.
“We are working together more closely than many
thought possible only a few years ago,” said Alice
Wells, the top US diplomat for South Asia.

The United States will seek ways with Indian
Foreign Minister Subrahmanyam Jaishankar and
Defense Minister Rajnath Singh to boost cooperation
on peacekeeping, judicial training, space and science,
Wells said. The 2+2 talks-the second such meeting
after last year’s inaugural edition in New Delhi-is also
expected to showcase India’s growing defense pur-
chases from the United States.

The two sides could formally sign a deal for India to
spend more than $2 billion for 24 Romeo helicopters,
which are designed to knock out submarines and ships.
The talks reflect “what has been a very strong biparti-
san consensus of successive administrations on the
importance of this strategic partnership,” Wells said.

Unrest in India 
India has nevertheless come under the microscope

in Washington in recent months. At least six people
have died in major protests in the country over a citi-
zenship law promoted by Modi that fast-tracks citizen-
ship only to non-Muslims from neighboring countries.
Modi says the measure is meant to protect persecuted
minorities, but critics see it as part of a masterplan to
define India as a Hindu nation and move away from its
secular foundations. India will likely watch closely
whether and how vocally the United States raises the
issue at a joint news conference. The State Department
has urged New Delhi to “protect the rights of its reli-
gious minorities in keeping with India’s constitution
and democratic values.”

But observers in both countries say that the US
administration is in an awkward position to raise con-
cerns, considering President Donald Trump himself has
called for the exclusion of Muslims and cast Mexican
immigrants as criminals. Criticism has been harsher
from other parts of the US government, especially the
US Commission on International Religious Freedom,
which has called for the consideration of sanctions on
Indian Home Minister Amit Shah over the new law.

The US Congress is also considering a bill that
would press India to end all communications restric-
tions in Kashmir and release hundreds taken into
detention after Modi in August ended autonomy for
what was India’s sole Muslim-majority state.

While not triggering the same kinds of street
protests, trade has also emerged as a sticking point in
relations. The nationalist-minded Trump earlier this year
removed India from a trade preference pact under
which it exported $5.6 billion in goods in 2017 —
unwelcome news for Delhi as economic growth slows
down. The United States and India could also see frank
exchanges on Afghanistan, from which Trump is hoping
to pull out thousands of troops and end America’s
longest war through negotiations with the Taleban. India
is one of the most enthusiastic backers of Afghanistan’s
internationally recognized government and has con-
tributed $3 billion since 2001, mindful that the former
Taliban regime was allied with rival Pakistan and wel-
comed virulently anti-Indian militants. —AFP

LONDON: Former British prime minister Tony Blair
urged his Labour party yesterday to abandon “qua-
si-revolutionary socialism” as it seeks a new leader
after its worst election defeat since the 1930s.
Britain’s shellshocked left entered a period of soul-
searching and mourning in  the wake of  last
Thursday’s drubbing at the polls.

The electorate handed Prime Minister Boris
Johnson’s Conservative party a clear mandate after
he promised to take Britain out of the European
Union on January 31. But it also redrew the political
map of England as swathes of its working-class
north voted Conservative for the first time.

Labour’s socialist leader Jeremy Corbyn-a 70-
year-old who campaign on a radical platform of
state spending and re-nationalization-has since
promised to step down. The formal campaign to
replace him is not set to begin until next month. Yet
several prominent Labour figures have already sig-
nalled their intention to enter a leadership contest.
Blair castigated Corbyn for “almost comic indeci-
sion” about which position to take on Britain’s near
half-century membership in the EU.

“The absence of leadership on what was obvi-
ously the biggest issue facing the country rein-
forced all the other doubts about Jeremy Corbyn,”

Blair said in a speech in London.
“Politically, people saw him as fundamentally

opposing what Britain and Western countries stand
for. “He personified politically an idea, a brand of
quasi-revolutionary socialism, mixing far-left eco-
nomic policy with deep hostility to Western foreign
policy, which never has appealed to traditional
Labour voters.”

‘Too much baggage’ 
Blair’s popularity in Britain suffered from his

decision to support the 2003 US invasion of Iraq on
what proved to be false allegations that it had
weapons of mass destruction.

Yet his 1997-2007 spell in office marked one of
Labour’s most electorally successful eras in its 119-
year history. He promoted centrist “New Labour”
policies and embraced a leading role on the world
stage that appealed to Britons during an era of eco-
nomic growth. Labour must now choose whether to
adopt a similar ideology or push through with the
leftist vision that Corbyn championed since taking
charge in 2015. Some potential successors said
Corbyn had the r ight  v is ion but  the wrong
approach.

“The case for a radical government has never

been stronger,” Labour’s Brexit spokesman Keir
Starmer told BBC radio. He attributed the defeat to
Labour’s inability to counter Johnson’s “get Brexit
done” mantra with a clear case for why-or whether-
Britain should still be a part of the EU.

“And we carried, I think, too much baggage into
the election-and anti-Semitism is the example of
that,” Starmer added. The party was riddled with
anti-Semitism scandals that saw several prominent
members quit under Corbyn’s watch.

Starmer is a London lawyer who had pushed for
a second Brexit referendum and now appears to be
trying to win over  more lef t is t  Labour votes .
Lawmaker Rebecca Long-Bailey-a rising star who
has faithfully defended Corbyn-has emerged as the
early favorite in a leadership race that is expected
to feature several prominent women. She has largely
avoided the media since Friday’s official results
handed the Conservatives an 80-seat majority in
the 650-member House of Commons.

Some analysts attributed Labour’s defeat to its
rejection of the center ground Tim Bale, an analyst
with the Changing Europe think-tank, said pointed
to a “slow burn alienation of voters from the Labour
party based mainly around their feeling that Labour
no longer really reflects their values on cultural

issues”. He said Long-Bailey’s leadership “would be
problematic in a sense that she will be seen as the
continuity, the Corbyn candidate.” —AFP

Labour urged to abandon ‘quasi-revolutionary’ socialism

Blair blames ‘revolutionary 
socialism’ for Labour defeat

Europe’s 
exoplanet 
hunter blasts 
off from Earth 
PARIS: Europe’s CHEOPS planet-hunting
satellite left Earth yesterday a day after
its lift-off was delayed by a technical
rocket glitch during the final countdown.
The 30-centimetre (12-inch) telescope
has been designed to measure the densi-
ty, composition, and size of numerous
planets beyond our solar system-so-
called exoplanets. According to the
European Space Agency (ESA), CHEOPS
will observe bright stars that are already
known to be orbited by planets.

The mission “represents a step
towards better understanding the astro-
physics of all these strange planets that
we have discovered and which have no
equivalent in our solar system”, 2019
Nobel Physics Prize winner Didier
Queloz told AFP on Tuesday. Around
4,000 such exoplanets have been dis-
covered since Queloz and his colleague
Michel Mayor identified the first one,
called “51 Pegasi b”, 24 years ago.

The satellite took off at 0854 GMT
from Europe’s launchpad in Kourou,
French Guiana, according to live footage

broadcast by launch company
Arianespace. It was the third launch this
year for the Russian-built Soyuz rocket.
On Tuesday, the launcher’s automated
sequence was interrupted during the
final countdown at 1 hour 25 minutes,
due to what was described as “an anom-
aly” in the launch set-up.

‘Magical moment’ 
CHEOPS “will focus on planets in the

super-Earth to Neptune size range, with
its data enabling the bulk density of the
planets to be derived-a first-step char-
acterisation towards understanding
these alien worlds”, the ESA website
states. Scientists today estimate that
there are at least as many galaxies as
there are stars-approximately 100 bil-
lion. “We want to go beyond statistics
and study them in detail,” mission chief
David Ehrenreich told AFP ahead of
Wednesday’s launch.

CHEOPS, which stands for
CHaracterising ExOPlanet Satellite, will
seek to better understand what these
planets are made of. It is an important
step in the long quest to unravel the con-
ditions required for extraterrestrial life,
but also to unlock the origins of our own
home planet.

The satellite will orbit the Earth at a
distance of 700 kilometres (435 miles),
studying rocks orbiting stars several
light-years away. The aim is to compose
“a family photo of exoplanets”, Guenther
Hasinger, ESA’s director of science, told

AFP Tuesday. Nobel winner Queloz said
CHEOPS was unlikely to solve the holy
grail of astrophysics-is there life on oth-
er planets?

“However, in order to understand the
origin of life, we need to understand the
geophysics of these planets,” he said.
“It’s as if we’re taking the first step on a
big staircase.”

He added that the mission would
allow experts to measure the quantity of
light reflected from the planets, which in
turn could reveal new insights about

their atmosphere or surface. “The launch
is an important moment, an emotional
step, but the real magic moment for us
will be when the first results arrive,”
Queloz said. According to ESA, this
should happen within several months of
the satellite’s launch. The launcher also
carries a COSMO-SkyMed second gen-
eration satellite for the Italian Space
Agency, and three smaller payloads-a
nanosatellite from Italian company
Tyvak and two from France’s space
agency. —AFP

Russia vows 
to finish gas 
pipeline despite 
US sanctions
MOSCOW: Russia yesterday vowed
to complete construction of a major
gas pipeline under the Baltic Sea,
despite approval by the US Senate of
sanctions that have also angered
European states led by Germany. The
Nord Stream 2 pipeline between
Russia and Germany, a key part of
Moscow’s export strategy for state
energy giant Gazprom, aims to deliv-
er Russian gas to Europe via the
Baltic Sea.

“We expect that this project will
be completed,” Kremlin spokesman
Dmitry Peskov told reporters, slam-
ming the sanctions as a “flagrant vio-
lation of international law”. “Moscow
does not like such actions, and neither
do the European capitals. Berlin does
not like this and neither does Paris,” he
said, suggesting that sanctions would
only lead to higher gas prices for
European consumers.

The sanctions against companies
working on the project, which were
inserted into Washington’s huge annu-

al defence spending bill, easily passed
both the US Senate and House of
Representatives. 

The bill now goes to President
Donald Trump, who is widely expect-
ed to sign the legislation. US lawmak-
ers have warned the Nord Stream 2
pipeline would bring Russia billions of
dollars and vastly increase President
Vladimir Putin’s influence in Europe at
a time of heightened tensions between
Moscow and the West.

‘Holding business hostage’ 
The European Union and Germany

have strongly urged the US not to
impose sanctions, saying that
European energy policy should be
decided in Europe.  The 9.5-billion-
euro ($10.6-billion) pipeline is set to
double shipments of Russian natural
gas to Germany. German Chancellor
Angela Merkel, speaking in parlia-
ment, said Berlin opposed “extraterri-
torial sanctions” under any scenario
and said she saw “no other possibility
other than holding talks”.

MEP Manfred Weber, who heads
the European People’s Party in the
European Parliament, said that the
United States was not behaving cor-
rectly on the matter. “You can’t under-
take sanctions against a friend and a
partner and hold business as a
hostage,” he told the Funke Media
Group, adding that Germany had to
work in coordination with its

European partners.
One major contractor that could be

hit by the sanctions is Swiss-based
pipeline laying company Allseas,
which has been hired by Gazprom to
build the offshore section.

‘Political debates’ 
Russia had hoped to launch the

pipeline, which is 80 percent finished,
in late 2019 but the completion has
been delayed by difficulties in obtain-
ing permits from Denmark.  Russian
officials have said they expect the
pipeline to become operational in
2020.  The 1,230-kilometre (764-mile)
Nordstream 2 pipeline will expand the
existing Nord Stream 1 project linking
Russia to Germany whose lines were
inaugurated in 2011 and 2012. The
pipeline is viewed with suspicion not
only by the US, but also by Ukraine,
Poland and the three Baltic States.
Ukraine, the traditional hub for the
transit of Russian gas to Europe, risks
losing out on significant transit fees.

A spokesman for Nord Stream 2
said the consortium was “aware of the
ongoing legislative procedure in the
US and the political debates” but
added: “We cannot comment on any
implications for our project.” Half of
the project is financed by Gazprom,
with the rest covered by its European
partners-Germany’s Wintershall and
Uniper, Anglo-Dutch Shell, France’s
Engie and Austria’s OMV.  —AFP

A Soyouz rocket lift-off from Europe’s launchpad in Kourou, French Guiana, yes-
terday, with Europe’s CHEOPS planet-hunting satellite on board. —AFP

LONDON: In this file photo taken on December 06, 2019 Britain’s
former prime minister Tony Blair speaks during the ‘Stop The
Brexit Landslide’, organized by the Vote for a Final Say cam-
paign and For our Future’s Sake, at London’s Mermaid Theatre in
London.  —AFP

In Burkina Faso, 
‘poor man’s bomb’ 
reaps a bloody toll 
OUAGADOUGOU: They are cheap, made from
components that are easily obtained - and mur-
derously effective. Security experts say that in
the arsenal of jihadist groups whose insurgency
is shaking the Sahel state of Burkina Faso, the
improvised explosive device (IED) is one of the
deadliest weapons. “With 15,000-20,000 CFA
francs ($25 to $34), you’ve got an IED that can
destroy something worth a thousand times
more,” a security source said. “It’s a poor man’s
weapon in an asymmetrical war.”

Thousands of civilians and soldiers have died
in violence across the Sahel which began when
armed Islamists revolted in northern Mali in
2012. The conflict has since spread to neighbor-
ing Burkina Faso as well as Niger, two of the
world’s poorest and most fragile countries. “IEDs
appeared in (Burkina Faso) in mid-2018. Since
then, we have recorded 33 attacks with IEDs,
claiming 133 l ives,” said Italian researcher
Roberto Sollazzo. 

Hidden in plastic to thwart metal detectors,
packed with nails for a shrapnel effect, the IED
is increasingly used in roadside ambushes. On
Nov 6, an attack on a convoy of Canadian min-
ing company Semafo killed 38 people. The IED
blew up a military escort vehicle before jihadist
forces emerged from behind cover to machine-
gun the buses.

Motorbike parts 
“The point of an IED is that it has to be made

cheaply, using locally available materials,”
Sollazzo said. “Burkina is a nation of mopeds,”
he said, referring to a light motorcycle also
known as a mobylette. “There are 300,000 of
them in the country. So many components of an
IED can be taken from them without attracting
the attention of the security forces.” Mopeds
are cannibalized for their rubber tyres, which
are used in parts of a simple pressure-plate
switch that activates the bomb when a vehicle
passes over it, and for their batteries, which
ignite the detonator. —AFP

Italy faces complaint 
at UN over ‘abusive’ 
Libya asylum returns 
GENEVA: Campaigners filed a complaint with the
UN yesterday against Italy over a teenage migrant
who was sent back to Libya in 2018 along with other
migrants, where he was shot, beaten and subjected to
forced labor. The Global Legal Action Network
(GLAN) lodged the case with the UN Human Rights
Committee aiming to challenge the practice of EU

coastal states like Italy engaging commercial ships to
return vulnerable people to unsafe locations.

The NGO says it is the first case of its kind to tar-
get so-called privatised push-backs.

The complaint maintains that Italy and other
states have turned private merchant vessels into
instruments of so-called refoulement-returning asy-
lum seekers to places where they risk persecution
and torture-which is illegal under international law.

“What we are witnessing is a worrying trend
where the rescue of desperate people at sea is being
out-sourced to ill-equipped and untrained merchant
ships,” GLAN chief Gearoid O Cuinn said in a state-
ment, warning that “this is a recipe for certain
abuse.” —AFP
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Backlash against 
migrant workers 
in Asia-Pacific 
fuels slavery fears
BANGKOK: Public support for migrant
workers in Malaysia, Singapore and
Thailand is decreasing, a United Nations
poll found yesterday that campaigners
said raised concerns about the risk of
slavery. Most people in the three nations
have limited knowledge about and
increasingly negative attitudes towards
migrant workers, and do not think they
should receive the same benefits or pay
as local workers, showed the survey by
two UN agencies. Such attitudes can
condone discrimination, exploitation and
violence against migrant workers, and
influence policies on labor migration,
according to the UN International Labor
Organization (ILO) and UN Women.

As many as 10 million migrants are
estimated to work across Malaysia,
Singapore and Thailand, and campaigners
say debt bondage, limited state oversight,

and unscrupulous employment practices
leave them vulnerable to labor abuses and
slavery. Many are undocumented, mean-
ing they are not only exempt from state
benefits but at greater risk of being
exploited or enslaved and less likely to
speak out for fear of reprisals.

“While the research did not deter-
mine why attitudes towards migrant
workers are declining, it does demon-
strate that we are not successfully coun-
tering racism, xenophobia and hate,”
ILO advisor Anna Engblom told the
Thomson Reuters Foundation. “It is likely
that discriminatory practices are allowed
to flourish if the general public sympa-
thises with such values and behaviors,”
Engblom said on International Migrants
Day on Dec. 18 - set by the United
Nations to raise awareness on the issue.

The research - a follow-up to a 2010
poll - was based on interviews with
about 4,100 people in the three coun-
tries as well as Japan, which did not fea-
ture in the previous survey.

More than half the respondents in
Malaysia and Thailand, and a quarter in
Singapore, said there was a need for
more migrant workers in their countries
but over a third of those polled in each
nation agreed that migrants were “a

drain on the economy”. About half of the
people surveyed in Singapore, 77% in
Thailand and 83% in Malaysia said they
thought crime rates had increased in
their countries because of migration.

“There is a belief that migrant work-
ers are taking away our social, economic
and political resources,” said Glorene
Das, head of the Malaysian migrant
workers’ rights group Tenaganita.

Adisorn Kerdmongkol, a coordinator

at the Migrant Working Group, a net-
work of charities promoting migrant
rights, said such negative attitudes
would result in further exploitation.
“Governments will take less action to
protect migrant workers because they
will be concerned with public percep-
tion.” “Workers will also be afraid to
speak out due to concern they will be
disliked by locals, which will cause prob-
lems.” —Reuters

India court dismisses 
appeal against death 
penalty in grisly 2012 
gang-rape and murder
NEW DELHI: India’s top court yesterday dismissed an
appeal against the death penalty by one of four men
convicted of the gang-rape of a woman on a bus in
New Delhi and her murder, saying it found no reason to
review the sentence. The four were convicted in 2013 of
the rape, torture and murder of the 23-year-old physio-
therapy student in New Delhi in 2012, an attack that
triggered shockwaves across the world. The woman
died of her injuries in hospital in Singapore.

The case prompted India to enact tough new laws
against sexual violence, including the death penalty for
rape in some cases, but implementation has been poor
and the attacks have shown no signs of let-up. A
woman is raped every 20 minutes in India on average,
according to government data.

“It is still is very difficult for women to have cases
registered with the police,” said Bulbul Das, a women
rights expert and lawyer based in New Delhi. “The
inquiry procedures are very poor. Very little is being
done for women’s safety in the first place.” The victim in
the 2012 case came from a lower-middle class family
and worked in a call center while she studied.

Her mother told reporters outside the court that she
welcomed the ruling and hoped all four men would be
executed soon. “This is one step closer to justice,” she
said. In another high-profile case that fuelled public
anger, a court on Monday found Kuldeep Singh Sengar,
a lawmaker formerly with Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s ruling Bharatiya Janata Party, guilty of raping a
teenager in 2017. Sengar had pleaded not guilty, and
his family said they plan to appeal.

India has been rocked by two other recent cases:
the killing of a young woman in the northern state of
Uttar Pradesh allegedly by two men she had accused
of having raped her, and the murder of a 27-year-old
vet in India’s IT hub of Hyderabad, who police said
was abducted, raped and asphyxiated and her body set
ablaze. Last year, the court dismissed sentence review
pleas filed by the three other defendants in the 2012
case. A fifth allegedly committed suicide in jail in 2013,

and a sixth, a juvenile, was convicted and released
from a reformation home after serving a three-year
term in 2016.

A.P. Singh, the lawyer for the defendant whose
appeal was dismissed yesterday, said he would appeal
again. He has the option to file a mercy plea with the
president. —Reuters

Indonesia hikes 
jail term for 
Pole over Papua 
rebel links
JAKARTA: Indonesia’s supreme court has increased the
jail term for a Polish man convicted over links to sepa-
ratist guerrillas in restive Papua, raising the sentence to
seven years from five, his lawyer said yesterday. Jakub
Fabian Skrzypski was arrested in August last year,
accused of making contact with outlawed rebels in the
country’s easternmost territory and plotting to over-
throw the Indonesia government.

The Pole appealed against his jail term, but the
Supreme Court this week rejected that bid and
increased the original sentence-a not uncommon prac-
tice in the Indonesian justice system.

The ruling overturned an earlier court decision that
affirmed the five-year jail term, which was lighter than
the 10 years originally demanded by prosecutors.
Skrzypski was convicted in May for “treason”-which has
a broad application under Indonesia law and can be
used to charge anyone whose actions are meant to sub-
vert the state. His lawyer, Latifah Anum Siregar, said the
latest ruling was “too heavy”, adding she was discussing
the next steps with Skrzypski, including the possibility of
challenging the verdict through a case-review mecha-
nism. But that route would require finding evidence of
legal errors made by the court. 

“Skrzypski has rejected the accusations from the
beginning,” Siregar said.

The European Parliament has described Skrzypski as
a political prisoner and called for his transfer back to
Poland.  Jakarta is deeply sensitive about Papua, where a
low-level insurgency against the central government has
simmered for years, and routinely blames separatists for
violence in the region. —AFP

TOKYO:  A Tokyo court yesterday awarded 3.3 mil-
lion yen ($30,000) in damages to journalist Shiori Ito,
who accused a former TV reporter of rape in one of
the most high-profile cases of the #MeToo movement
in Japan. The civil case made headlines in Japan and
abroad, as it is rare for rape victims to report the
crime to the police-according to a 2017 government
survey, only four percent of women come forward.

Ito, 30, has become an outspoken symbol for
#MeToo in Japan, where the movement against sexu-
al harassment and abuse has struggled to take hold.
She had sought 11 million yen ($100,000) in compen-
sation from Noriyuki Yamaguchi, a former TV
reporter with close links to Prime Minister Shinzo
Abe, alleging he raped her after inviting her to dinner
to discuss a job opportunity in 2015.

Yamaguchi continues to deny any wrongdoing and
had filed a counter-suit against Ito, seeking 130 mil-
lion yen in compensation. “We won. The counter-suit
was turned down,” said Ito outside the court, holding
up a banner that read “victory” as supporters
cheered and clapped.

“Honestly I still don’t know how I feel,” she told
reporters, struggling to hold back the tears. “However,
winning this case doesn’t mean this (sexual assault)
didn’t happen... This is not the end,” she added.

She said she hoped the case would change what
she called the “under-developed” legal and social
environment surrounding rape in Japan. Japan hiked
minimum jail terms for rapists from three to five years
and widened the definition of sexual assault victims
to include men for the first time in 2017.

Lawmakers decided unanimously to update the
1907 statute to impose tougher penalties on sex
attackers and make prosecutions easier, as they look
to boost Japan’s low number of convictions.

The latest World Economic Forum report on the
gender gap published on the eve of the case ranked
Japan 121st out of 153 countries, slipping even further
down the list from 110th the previous year.

Yamaguchi announced he would appeal “immedi-
ately” against the ruling, saying: “I have not done
anything that goes against the law.” He claimed the
court had failed to acknowledge inconsistencies and
“falsehoods” in Ito’s argument while ignoring his own
arguments.

He said the significant international media atten-
tion around the case might have clouded the judge-
ment of the court and vowed to be more vocal in
future.

‘It wasn’t only me!’ 
Ito spoke out in 2017, shortly before the #MeToo

movement, and this was “viewed as odd, especially in
Japan”, she said. When the #MeToo movement
emerged, “I thought ‘It wasn’t only me!’ and I believe
there were others who thought so too,” she said.

But things in Japan moved slowly. “I saw women in
Europe or the United States actively discussing it and
standing up together but I didn’t think that happened
in Japan at the same time,” she said.

Ito said that a major problem in Japanese media is
the high proportion of men in decision-making posi-
tions but she added that the situation has begun to
change with overseas harassment stories appearing in
Japan and her story being told overseas. Ito suspects
her alleged attacker drugged her and claims police
failed to test for substances. “When I regained con-
sciousness, in intense pain, I was in a hotel room and
he was on top of me. I knew what had happened but I
couldn’t process it.”

The court said in its written ruling that she was

“forced to have sex without contraception, while in a
state of unconsciousness and severe inebriation”.

“We acknowledge that the plaintiff continues to
suffer from flashbacks and panic attacks until now,”

said the court. The police, who took weeks to open a
criminal investigation, told Ito they were going to
arrest Yamaguchi, she said-before they suddenly
backed off. —AFP

Tokyo court awards $30,000 in damages to victim

Japan journalist wins high-profile 
#MeToo case against TV reporter

TOKYO: Japanese journalist Shiori Ito sheds a tear as she speaks to reporters outside the Tokyo dis-
trict court yesterday after hearing the ruling on a damages lawsuit by her, accusing a former TV
reporter of rape. —AFP

Myanmar workers in Thailand.— Reuters

Former BJP lawmaker Kuldeep Singh Sengar was found guilty
of raping a teenager in 2017. 

5 dead, dozens 
injured in 
HK bus crash
HONG KONG:  Five people were killed and
dozens injured in Hong Kong yesterday when
a double-decker bus smashed into a tree,
police said. Live footage showed firefighters
trying reach victims on the vehicle’s top deck,
which had been turned into a tangled mess of
twisted metal and shattered glass, leaving
some passenger seats dangling to the side.

Victims were seen being removed in a
black body bags and placed next to a sign
reading “Temporary Mortuary” at the road-
side in Kwu Tung, a region close to the border
with China.

Police said five people were certified dead
at the scene with dozens injured. The city’s

Hospital Authority said it had activated its
“major incident” plan in response to the crash.
One survivor dressed with a bandage around
his head and right arm told local broadcaster
TVB he was asleep when the crash happened.
“When I woke up I was already trapped in my
seat,” the man said. Hong Kong prides itself
on having one of the world’s best public trans-
port systems but deadly bus accidents are not
unknown. The densely-packed city has many
winding, narrow and often steep roads. But
unions say driver fatigue from working unfor-
giving hours is also commonplace.

Last year was an especially bad one for
fatal bus crashes in Hong Kong. A speeding
double-decker overturned in northern Hong
Kong in February 2018, killing 19 people, one
of the worst bus accidents on record. Five
people were killed when a coach carrying
Cathay Pacific staff to Hong Kong’s airport
collided with a taxi in November.  A month lat-
er, four people died when an empty runaway
schoolbus mounted a pavement. —AFP

Two security men
killed in attack on 
Pakistan polio 
vaccination team
PESHAWAR:  Gunmen killed at least
two policemen in an attack on a polio
vaccination security team in northwest
Pakistan yesterday, the latest setback
in the nation’s campaign to eradicate
the disease.

The personnel were part of a nation-
wide anti-polio drive launched this
week, aiming to inoculate tens of mil-
lions of children in Pakistan-one of only
two countries where the crippling dis-
ease remains endemic. Two gunmen on
a motorcycle carried out the attack in

the Lal Qila area of Khyber-
Pakhtunkhwa province, near the border
with Afghanistan, as police were gath-
ering at a health centre before heading
out with polio vaccinators, said police
official Arif Shahbaz.

“The vaccinators were unhurt,” added
Shahbaz. Another police officer con-
firmed the incident and the toll. The
attack comes during a devastating year
in Pakistan’s long fight against the dis-
ease, with at least 104 cases reported in
2019 so far.

Last year, just 12 cases were reported.
There was no immediate claim of
responsibility for yesterday’s killings, but
the Pakistani Taliban and other militants
have targeted polio vaccinators in the
past. Vaccination campaigns have faced
stubborn resistance for years in Pakistan,
with many refusing to have their children
inoculated because of misinformation
and conspiracy theories. —AFP

Thai army ‘regrets’ 
killing three 
Muslim civilians 
BANGKOK: The Thai army has expressed “regret” after
troops shot dead three Muslim men foraging in the jungle
this week and promised a probe, a rare admission of
wrongdoing by the military in Thailand’s insurgency-
scarred south. On Monday security forces killed three
men aged 24-27 in a jungle in Narathiwat province,
believing them to be Muslim militants. 

The commander of the southern army region-which
oversees the three southernmost provinces-apologised
for the “mistaken identity” made by the officers.  “All three
people shot dead were villagers, not militants,” Lieutenant
General Pornsak Poolsawat admitted in a statement
obtained yesterday. The military has been locked in sim-
mering conflict with Malay-Muslim militants in Thailand’s
south for 15 years as the rebels agitate for more autonomy.
More than 7,000 lives have been claimed in clashes-the
majority civilians both Buddhist and Muslim. 

The three men killed Monday had been foraging in the
jungle, Pornsak said, vowing an investigation into whether
perpetrators had “intentionally” killed the men, which
could result in prosecution. Critics say impunity reigns in
the south, with no military personnel ever having been
successfully prosecuted for alleged abuses. 

A heavy military presence blankets the region under
martial law as soldiers attempt to contain an insurgency
masterminded by shadowy rebel groups who accuse the
Thai state of heavy-handed tactics. —AFP
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Citizenship fears
fuel anger among
India’s Muslims 

Habib-ur-Rehman was locked up for four years after
failing to prove he’s Indian, and now worries he may be
expelled. It’s a fear shared by other Muslims under

Hindu nationalist Prime Minister Narendra Modi. In recent
days these worries have morphed into angry protests
sparked by the passage of a new law giving non-Muslim
migrants from Afghanistan, Pakistan and Bangladesh an easi-
er path to citizenship.

“Five generations of mine have lived in this village and
today I am being told that I am an infiltrator because I am a
Muslim,” said Rehman, 50, recently released from internment
in Assam in northeast India. He was declared an alien in 2015
by a special tribunal as part of long-running efforts in Assam
to root out outsiders, which culminated earlier this year with
a state-wide register that the Modi government now wants
to roll out nationwide. “I have voted in many elections and
have followed Indian laws all my life,” the father-of-four told
AFP. “They are planning to banish us from our motherland.”

Assam’s register excluded 1.9 million people who now
face possible statelessness, detention in camps or even
deportation, although that is not feasible. “They will be state-
less and non-existent... and won’t have a say in the affairs of
the government. They cannot do business, take jobs or get
education or buy properties,” Abdul Kalam Azad, a local
researcher told AFP. “Those who cannot prove their Indian
citizenship will either end up in detention centres or hide
from authorities all their life.”

Arbitrary process 
Decades of ethnic tensions and immigration from

Bangladesh and West Bengal make Assam a case apart, as
those excluded from the register are a mix of both Muslims
and Hindus - the latter mostly Bengali speakers who
Assamese fear will undermine their culture. But elsewhere
across India it is Muslims who fear they are Home Minister
Amit Shah’s target when he says the national register will
remove all “infiltrators” by 2024.

Modi says “genuine” Indians - the country’s 200 million
Muslims included - have nothing to fear, but the experience
in Assam of people left off the register suggests otherwise.
Inclusion required proof of residence in Assam before 1971 -
something difficult in a poor state where many are illiterate
of lack documentation. The process was arbitrary and incon-
sistent. In many cases one sibling made the cut and another
didn’t, while some were left off due to a document typo or
the whim of an overworked official. These problems will like-
ly be repeated when the register is done nationally - particu-
larly among Muslims, who have India’s worst literacy rates,
with 47 percent unable to read or write according to a 2011
census. “People in Assam were prepared for the NRC and
still 1.9 million were left out,” Azad said. “I can only imagine
the fate of Indian Muslims in other parts of the country.” 

‘Writing on the wall’ 
Outside of Assam, Muslims - as well as defenders of

India’s secular tradition - are starting to panic, as seen in the
current protests across the country of 1.3 billion people. “The
writing is on the wall. They want to build a Hindu nation
along the lines of Israel... I feel as though this country is
about to erupt,” Zubair Azmi, 46, a Muslim lawyer based in
Mumbai told AFP. “I know secular Hindus who are fighting at
our side... but their numbers are falling because other Hindus
are believing the BJP’s propaganda against Islam,” he said.

Ambreen Agha, a professor at the O.P. Jindal Global
University in Sonipat, said the citizenship law follows other
worrying events under Modi since he was re-elected in May.
In August New Delhi revoked the partial autonomy of
Kashmir, India’s only Muslim-majority state. In November the
Supreme Court allowed a Hindu temple to be built in the flash-
point town of Ayodhya where Hindu zealots demolished a
mosque in 1992.

Modi’s first term also saw a rise in lynchings of Muslims
over cows - sacred to many Hindus - and other hate crimes,
activists say. Many Muslim-sounding towns and cities were
re-named. But the citizenship law, which Modi insists is not
anti-Muslim, has acted as the final straw. “It happened first
with the Kashmir issue. At that time we kept quiet... Then
came the (Ayodhya) verdict,” said Ayesha Renna, a Muslim
woman who made headlines this week for protecting a fellow
student from baton-wielding police in Delhi. —AFP

Soldiers enjoying a day off and Somali people look from the beach at a military plane landing at the airport base in Mogadishu on Dec 13, 2019. —AFP

In this photo taken on Dec 16, 2019, Habib-ur-Rehman,
who was recently released from a detention center, rests
on his bed in his home in Barpeta village in Assam. —AFP

Somalia’s year of climate misery
As Somalia withered from drought

early this year, and her goats
dropped dead from thirst, Maka

Abdi Ali begged for rain. When the skies
finally opened, nature was unmerciful.
Unrelenting downpours in October
turned to flash floods, destroying her
meagre home and few remaining posses-
sions, and washing away whatever har-
vest and bony animals farmers managed
to save during the months without rain. “I
have nothing now,” 67-year-old Ali told
AFP in a squalid camp on the outskirts of
Beledweyne in central Somalia.

Here, 180,000 people fled the fast-
rising waters in the country’s worst
floods in memory. The arid Horn of Africa
country has always been hostage to cli-
mate extremes. Rain is erratic, and
drought a feature of life. But catastrophic
weather events are occurring in Somalia
with ever-greater fury and frequency,
trapping millions in a near-constant cycle
of crisis. Little by little, the ability to
recover is ground down, say experts.
There is no time to rebuild homes and
replenish food stocks before another dis-
aster strikes. Impoverished and weakened
by decades of war, battling an armed
insurgency, Somalia is ill-equipped to
cope with the destabilizing impact of
double-tap environmental crises. Aid
budgets are stretched trying to respond
to back-to-back emergencies. 

In May, the United Nations launched a
drought appeal, warning of looming star-
vation as Somalia faced its worst harvest
on record. Six months later, it’s again
appealing for help - this time for $72.5
million for half a million victims of flood.
“There hasn’t been a day this year where
we haven’t been talking about either
drought or floods,” Abigail Hartley,
deputy head of office for the UN humani-
tarian agency OCHA in Somalia, told AFP.

A new norm 
Among those fleeing the inundation in

Beledweyne, the epicentre of this disaster,
were Somalis already on the run from

other climate-stricken parts of the region.
“The drought forced us to flee... now we
are displaced by floods,” bemoaned
Maryama Osman Abdi, who abandoned
her bone-dry farmland for a new start in
Beledweyne. Now, her home in ruins, she
contemplates her next move Many had
migrated to the banks of the Shabelle
River - a lifeline which runs through
Beledweyne -seeking water to revive
their livestock, and nurture their crops.
But the river burst its banks under the
ceaseless barrage of rain. The mighty
flood that followed should in statistical
terms occur only once in 50 years,
according to the Food and Agriculture
Organization (FAO). But, the UN agency
noted, the river overflowed in 2019, after
2018 and 2015. 

“This was different from the others. I
have never seen anything like it,” Omar
Dule, a 74-year-old who has spent his
lifetime in Beledweyne, told AFP. The
FAO, bracing for the next overflow, is
repairing embankments along the river
long neglected by cash-strapped
authorit ies. Rainfal l  extremes in
Somalia are forecast to intensify this
century, even as the region overall dries
considerably, said Linda Ogallo, from
the Nairobi-based Intergovernmental
Authority on Development Climate
Prediction and Applications Centre.

“Droughts and floods are increasing,
in frequency and intensity,” said Ogallo,
a climate scientist who specializes in
Somalia’s weather patterns. It is an
omen already playing out for Mohamed
Osman Hashi, whose watermelon and
sesame fields in Beledweyne have been
devastated again and again. “In recent
times, it seems to be on repeat, almost
every year,” he told AFP.

Breaking point 
East Africa has endured unusually

extreme rainfall since October, with
torrential deluges kil l ing hundreds
across eight countries, and displacing
mill ions more. This month, even as

water slowly receded in Beledweyne, a
tropical cyclone transformed deserts in
Somalia’s north into seas. Bosaso, in the
semi-autonomous Puntland region,
received close to a year’s worth of rain
in less than two days.

Adding to the suffering, the FAO
said yesterday that the country had
been hit by its worst outbreak of desert
locusts in 25 years. The curse - exacer-
bated by the exceptional rain - could
spread to Somalia’s main crop-growing
areas. The just-concluded UN climate
summit in Madrid failed to agree on
compensation for poor countries, which
have least to blame for causing global
warming, for weather-related disasters.

This is grim news for Somalia, which
lacks the resources to cope with, or
plan for, an ever-more hostile climate.
Each blow sets back the monumental
task of rebuilding a country reliant on
foreign aid to support some 5.4 million
people in desperate need. To com-
pound problems, an October study by
international researchers found climate

change amplifies conflict, emboldening
the Al-Shabaab militants waging a
potent insurgency in Somalia.

“Developed countries are more
resilient. Somalia has been in crisis for
years,” said Chris Print, a hydrologist
with the FAO and expert on Somalia’s
land and rivers. “Ironically, the poorest
countries are the most likely to be
impacted by cl imate crisis .” Two
months after the floods began, about
220,000 people are yet to receive
assistance, the UN said.

In the fetid camps for disaster evac-
uees fringing Beledweyne, 100,0000
people are still unable to return home,
squatting beneath tattered stick-and-
cloth shelters. “If it happens again, you
can bet that some people are just
going to give up,” Print  told AFP.
Driven from place to place, pursued by
a ferocious climate, some have already
reached the end of the road. “We don’t
know what else to do,” said Abdi ,
squatting in the dirt, surrounded by
nine grandchildren. —AFP
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Sudan free
from Bashir 
but effects of 
sanctions linger 

In a cooking oil factory in Khartoum,
Sudanese workers hammer at a broken-
down machine, as general manager

Sarah Al-Fateh sighs in frustration. She is
unable to import replacement parts for her
family’s business, she said, because of
“American sanctions”. A year after the start
of a protest movement that led to the fall of
dictator Omar Al-Bashir, Sudan is looking
for a fresh start - but its economy is in
recession.

For Fateh and other Sudanese entrepre-
neurs, the lingering effects of US sanctions
are a big part of the problem. In 1997, the
United States imposed a trade embargo on
Sudan, which hosted Al-Qaeda leader
Osama bin Laden between 1992 and 1996.
Sanctions affected international banking but
also technology and trade in spare parts.

While the embargo was lifted in 2017,
Fateh said she is still unable to invest in her
family’s factory, as Sudan is not part of the
global banking system and she is unable to
make international money transfers. This is
because Sudan remains on Washington’s
“state sponsors of terrorism” blacklist - a
major impediment to would-be investors
who fear repercussions from the world’s
largest economy.

‘Overlapping challenges’ 
Sudan’s economic crisis was years in the

making, eventually triggering widespread
protests that prompted the army to oust
Bashir in April after 30 years in power. The
former dictator was sentenced to two
years imprisonment for corruption on
Saturday, with other cases ongoing.
Beyond ousting Bashir, the protest move-
ment also extracted an agreement from
military leaders in August to form a joint
civilian and military sovereign council,
tasked with overseeing a transition to civil-
ian rule.

A civilian prime minister, economist
Abdalla Hamdok, was appointed in
September. With annual inflation hitting 60
percent, according to official figures, and
foreign reserves depleted, Hamdok prom-
ised reforms but has not yet delivered an
economic plan. Khartoum’s challenges are
overlapping, according to Clement
Deshayes, a Sudan analyst with the Noria
research network in Paris. “The economic
crisis is the first challenge to face and it’s
on this that the government will be
judged,” he said. “But the economic crisis
will not be fixed until state institutions are
reformed... and the country’s conflicts
resolved.”

US demands 
During a visit to Washington in early

December, Hamdok pleaded for Sudan to
be removed from the state sponsors of ter-
rorism blacklist. The withdrawal process is
likely to take time however, with
Washington seeking assurances that
Bashir’s regime is being dismantled. Last
month Sudan’s new authorities ordered the

closure of Bashir’s National Congress Party.
They have also ordered the dissolution of
unions set up under Bashir, considered part
of his patronage network.

Hamdok has launched peace talks with
rebel groups in Darfur, South Kordofan
and Blue Nile, states riven by conflict
under Bashir. But to be removed from the
blacklist, US lawmakers say, Khartoum
must now reach a settlement with families
of the victims of the 1998 bombings of
the US embassies in Kenya and Tanzania
and of the USS Cole in 2000. US investi-
gators have linked all three Al-Qaeda
attacks to Sudan.

Pending removal from the US blacklist,
foreign banks will continue to refuse to
deal with Sudan for fear of exposure to
sanctions, said Sudanese financial expert
Osman Al-Toum. For now, business own-
ers like Fateh seek workarounds, like
using foreign intermediaries and money-
transfer organizations. But these methods
carry significant costs for Sudan’s econo-
my. The lingering effects of US sanctions
meanwhile are far from the only challenge
facing Sudan’s economy. The former
regime “destroyed” industry, Fateh said,
making no investments in industry or
agriculture.  —AFP

A worker walks past machinery at Teital Oil Mills in the Sudanese capital Khartoum
on Nov 24, 2019.  —AFP

A displaced woman washes dishes in front of her tent at a displacement camp in
Beledweyne, Somalia on Dec 14, 2019. 



MILAN: French carmaker PSA and US-Italian rival
Fiat Chrysler said yesterday they had agreed on the
terms of a merger to create the world’s fourth largest
automaker as the sector grapples with the difficult and
costly transition to cleaner and more sustainable mobil-
ity.  “Fiat Chrysler Automobiles and Peugeot SA
(Groupe PSA) have today signed a binding combina-
tion agreement providing for a 50/50 merger of their
businesses to create the fourth largest global automo-
tive original equipment manufacturer by volume and
third largest by revenue,” the statement said.

It added there would be “no plant closures resulting
from the transaction.”  Ranking behind global rivals
Volkswagen, Renault-Nissan-Mitsubishi and Toyota, the
combined group will have a workforce of more than
400,000, total revenues of close to 170 billion euros ($190
million) and annual unit sales of some 8.7 million vehicles.

Its brands will include Fiat, Alfa Romeo, Chrysler,
Citroen, Dodge, DS, Jeep, Lancia, Maserati, Opel,
Peugeot and Vauxhall.  The joint entity will have “the
leadership, resources and scale to be at the forefront of
a new era of sustainable mobility,” PSA and Fiat
Chrysler said. The tie-up-which the two sides had orig-
inally agreed to at the end of October-will “deliver

approximately 3.7 billion euros in estimated annual
synergies” or cost savings. The merger was expected
to be completed in 12-15 months, the statement said.

‘Huge opportunity’ 
“Our merger is a huge opportunity to take a

stronger position in the auto industry as we seek to
master the transition to a world of clean, safe and sus-
tainable mobility,” PSA’s Carlos Tavares said in a state-
ment.  Fiat Chrysler CEO Mike Manley saw it as “a
union of two companies with incredible brands and a
skilled and dedicated workforce. Both have faced the
toughest of times and have emerged as agile, smart,
formidable competitors.” 

The combined group-which has yet to be given a
name-would be headquartered in the Netherlands, and
continue to be listed on the Paris, Milan and New York
stock exchanges.  Fiat Chrysler chief John Elkann will
be chairman and PSA’s Tavares chief executive.  The
lion’s share of the savings will be generated in the joint
development of technology, products and platforms, as
well as in purchasing, but also in marketing, IT systems
and logistics, the statement said. 

“Those synergies will enable the combined business

to invest significantly in the technologies and services
that will shape mobility in the future while meeting the
challenging global CO2 regulatory requirements.” 

‘Sizeable overlap’  
Analysts nevertheless argue that the two companies

are still too dependent on the declining European mar-
ket and lack a strong presence in China.  “Both are
weak in China, the world’s largest car market, while
their centre of gravity is in the mature European mar-
ket,” said Nick Oliver, a professor at University of
Edinburgh Business School. “It is not clear how the
merger will boost joint revenues; neither partner has
products that can easily be sold under the others’
brands in new or existing markets,” the expert said.
CMC Markets analyst Michael Hewson saw “a sizeable
overlap between the two businesses, with the business
in the UK perhaps the most vulnerable given the poli-
tics at play, and the labour laws in France and Italy
which make it much more difficult to reduce the size of
the workforce there.”

Jasper Lawler at London Capital Group suggested
the US regulatory authorities could still block the deal.
“We think given the negative ramifications for

European-and especially German economic growth
from the downturn in the car industry-this deal has a
good chance of passing the EU’s typically very inter-
ventionist regulators,” he said. — AFP

Kuwait’s growth to rebound in 
2020 despite cuts in oil quotas

Much of ‘Trump country’ was in 
recession during 2016 campaign
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MOSCOW: A man walks under the art painting depicting the Borodino battle at the Otradnoe subway station of a Moscow suburb yesterday. — AFP
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New tie-up eyes the transition to a world of clean, safe and sustainable mobility

PSA, Fiat Chrysler agree on merger terms 

French govt and 
unions to meet 
over pension
strike impasse
PARIS: The French government and labor unions
faced off yesterday over a pensions overhaul, 14
days into a crippling transport strike that is hurt-
ing businesses, wearing out commuters and cast-
ing a shadow over holiday plans. After hundreds
of thousands of people took to the streets on
Tuesday, both sides stood firm ahead of a series
of meetings, with government officials having said
they are ready to negotiate.

Union leaders have vowed to continue their
action into the new year as the government
defended its plan to forge the country’s 42 pen-
sion schemes into a single points-based system.

With attitudes appearing to be hardening, the
hardline CGT union claimed it had cut electricity
to tens of thousands of homes in the Gironde
department in the southwest and the cities of
Lyon, Nantes and Orleans on Tuesday, and about
2,000 households in Paris. And it has warned of
further cuts.

At a meeting late Tuesday, four unions includ-
ing the CGT decided to continue their action,
which has wreaked havoc on public transport in
Paris and other cities, hobbled regional and inter-
national trains, and grounded planes on some
strike days. The unions urged their members to
take “local actions” throughout the Christmas hol-
idays, and vowed there would be no letup unless
the reform plan is withdrawn. 

‘Willing to make some improvements’ 
Critics say the overhaul could force millions of

people to work beyond the official retirement age
of 62 — one of the lowest in Europe-by setting a
“pivot age” of 64 for a full pension. The govern-
ment insists the new system will be fairer and
more transparent, improving pensions for women
and low earners in particular. “My determination,
and that of the government and the majority, is
total,” Prime Minister Edouard Philippe told par-
liament on the eve of the new round of talks.

And President Emmanuel Macron’s office
insisted yesterday that he would not drop the
plan, but was “willing to improve” some elements.
In particular, “an improvement is possible con-
cerning the pivot age” of 64, an official in the
presidency said on condition of anonymity.

Macron hoped talks with union leaders will
allow “a pause” in the strike so people can travel
for the holidays, the official added. About

615,000 people took part in more than 100 rallies
countrywide on Tuesday, according to the interi-
or ministry.  The CGT put the figure at three
times that, with teachers, hospital workers and
other public employees joining transport workers
in revolt. Police fired tear gas in Paris after pro-
testers hurled projectiles, and arrested 30 people
in the French capital where some 76,000 turned
out for the third major march since the strike
began on December 5. 

‘Reprehensible’ sabotage 
Ecology Minister Elisabeth Borne condemned

yesterday what she described as “reprehensible”
electricity cuts and road blockades, saying five
clinics and a fire station were left without power
in Lyon on Tuesday. Those responsible “will obvi-
ously be prosecuted,” she said.  Strike organizers
are hoping for a repeat of 1995, when the govern-
ment to back down on pension reform after three
weeks of metro and rail stoppages just before
Christmas. Commuters in Paris and other big
cities have borne the brunt of the transport stop-
pages so far, but holiday travel plans are now at
risk. National rail operator SNCF said it would
assure a seat for each passenger who bought a
holiday ticket on high-speed TGV trains for the
coming weekend, though many will face time and
date changes, and disruptions are still expected
on regional lines. —AFP

Apple, Google, Amazon 
eye common norms
for smart home devices
WASHINGTON:  Amazon, Apple and Google announced plans yes-
terday to develop a common technology standard for smart home
products, in a move aimed at enabling more connected devices to
speak to each other. The move aims to bring together the variety of
standards for devices operating on digital assistants such as Amazon
Alexa, Google Assistant and Apple’s Siri.

The project “aims to improve the consumer experience of trying to
use smart home products that aren’t compatible with each other,”
according to a statement by the new working group.

“We believe that the protocol has the potential to be widely
adopted across home systems and assistants such as Google
Assistant, Amazon Alexa, Apple’s Siri, Google Assistant, and others.”

The new project also includes the Zigbee Alliance, an earlier effort
to develop a common wireless standard for connected devices that
includes manufacturers such as Samsung, retailers such as Ikea and
other tech firms including NXP Semiconductors. “The industry work-
ing group will take an open-source approach for the development
and implementation of a new, unified connectivity protocol,” the
statement said. “The project intends to use contributions from mar-
ket-tested smart home technologies from Amazon, Apple, Google,
Zigbee Alliance, and others.” —AFP

This combination of file pictures shows Carlos Tavares
(left)  and Fiat Chairman John Elkann. — AFP



KUWAIT: Kuwait’s economic growth will rebound to
1.8 percent in 2020 despite fresh cuts in oil quotas
announced by OPEC+, while non-oil growth remains in
mid-gear at around 2.5 percent. Low oil prices are
keeping the budget under pressure, with the General
Reserve Fund facing further decline absent major
reform measures or a new debt law. 

Kuwait has improved its ‘doing business’ score, but
more needs to be done to improve the business climate
and international competitiveness. Rising fiscal pres-
sures and the launch of a new five-year plan could be a
catalyst for growth-enhancing reforms, especially after
the parliamentary elections due 4Q2020.

Underlying economic performance remains steady
though somewhat lackluster, with non-oil growth set to
stay close to 2019’s estimated 2.5 percent over the
forecast horizon. Oil production at 2.63 million barrels
per day in October was fractionally below the new 2.66
million b/d target set by OPEC+, and we assume that
output holds at target next year then edges up only
slowly in future years as the global market remains
quite well supplied. 

Oil sector GDP, however, should get an additional
boost firstly from rising output of Jurassic era gas and
secondly from higher refined oil output as the Clean
Fuels and Al-Zour refinery projects come onstream in
2020-22. After underperforming for several years, oil
GDP growth could exceed non-oil growth in 2021-22,
and push total GDP growth above 3 percent from 0
percent in 2019 and 1.8 percent in 2020.

Non-oil growth remains in mid-gear
Non-oil growth averaged 2.3 percent in 2016-19,

slightly above the regional average (though in line if
Saudi Arabia is excluded). Absent major economic
shocks, we expect a similar or slightly better perform-
ance over the next few years with solid employment
growth among Kuwait nationals - a government priority
- supporting the consumer sector and public spending
maintained at a high level. There is also scope for higher
investment given large planned projects in the power
and petrochemicals sectors and the backlog in awards
that has built up over the past two years. In the near
term, these factors should mitigate the dampening
impact on growth of subdued oil prices, though the slow

pace of reform reflected in a low (albeit improved) ‘doing
business’ rank from the World Bank will limit the econo-
my’s ability to shift into a permanently higher gear.

Inflation should remain low at 1.5-2 percent in 2020-
22, up from an estimated 1.1 percent in 2019. Prices will
be kept in check by modest economic growth rates, an
only gradual recovery in housing rents and the near-
term absence of fresh subsidy cuts or indirect taxes.
Though the possible implementation of VAT no earlier
than 2021 could push inflation 2 percent or so higher
(for one year) than in our baseline forecast.

Fiscal sustainability 
The fiscal position remains a challenge, with a com-

bination of soft oil prices and high government spend-
ing projected to keep the budget in substantial deficit
over the forecast horizon. The deficit is forecast to
widen to 8 percent of GDP in FY19/20 from 3 percent
of GDP last year on lower oil prices and steady but ele-
vated spending levels - partly due to a further arrears
payments. Flat oil prices, difficulties in cutting current
spending and the lack of measures to boost non-oil
revenues would leave average funding needs (after
transfers to the sovereign wealth fund) of KD5 billion
per year over the next four years. A new debt law
would slow the drawdown of the KD20 billion or so in
the General Reserve Fund (GRF) used to finance the
budget shortfall. 

The external sector remains in good shape, with a
substantial though declining current account surplus of
2-7 percent of GDP seen over the forecast horizon. The
surplus continues to be boosted by returns of up to 12
percent of GDP from mostly government assets held
abroad. Net foreign capital inflows to Boursa Kuwait
are estimated to double to a record KD 0.6 billion in
2019 following recent reform and upgrade announce-
ments. But Kuwait will continue to be a net capital
exporter, especially in the absence of sovereign debt
issuance and weak levels of FDI.

Credit growth and interest rates seen steady
Credit growth is estimated to have more than

doubled in 2019 to 4.9 percent on average versus 2.3
percent in 2018, driven by a rebound in corporate
lending from previously depressed levels. We expect

credit growth in the 4-5 percent range going for-
ward given the stable macro climate and despite the
surge in growth in personal consumption loans (34
percent y/y in October), which still account for just 4
percent of lending overall. Monetary policy will stay
supportive, with policy rates broadly steady in 2020
assuming at most one 25 bps cut by the US Fed and
given the flexibility provided by the dinar’s peg to a
basket of currencies. 

Risks include volatile oil prices, sustained fiscal deficit
Growth is improving and should be sustained at a

reasonable level over the medium term, with Kuwait’s
large financial buffers providing a cushion against
major external shocks. But the slow pace of reform
and the persistent fiscal deficit are concerns and the
steady depletion of the GRF may require attention
unless oil prices rise. Other risks include a major rise
in regional geopolitical tensions and a slowdown in
consumer spending if job growth weakens. On the
upside, f iscal pressures and the launch of the
FY2020/21-24/25 development plan could be cata-
lysts for reforms, especially after the parliamentary
elections scheduled for late 2020. 
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EUROPEAN & AMERICAN COUNTRIES
US Dollar Transfer                           304.050
Euro                                                  340.380
Sterling Pound                                  400.430
Canadian dollar                                232.190
Turkish lira                                       52.790
Swiss Franc                                      312.170
US Dollar Buying                             296.600

ASIAN COUNTRIES
Japanese Yen                                    2.779
Indian Rupees                                  4.280
Pakistani Rupees                              1.971
Srilankan Rupees                             1.676
Nepali Rupees                                 2.670
Singapore Dollar                              225.310
Hongkong Dollar                              39.047
Bangladesh Taka                              3.542
Philippine Peso                                 6.014
Thai Baht                                          10.080
Malaysian ringgit                             77.762

GCC COUNTRIES
Saudi Riyal                                       81.134
Qatari Riyal                                      83.565
Omani Riyal                                      790.253
Bahraini Dinar                                  807.890
UAE Dirham                                     82.836

ARAB COUNTRIES
Egyptian Pound - Cash                   21.800

Egyptian Pound - Transfer              18.974
Yemen Riyal/for 1000                     1.221
Tunisian Dinar                                  110.160
Jordanian Dinar                                428.990
Lebanese Lira/for 1000                  0.203
Syrian Lira                                        0.000
Morocco Dirham                             32.209

Rate for Transfer                          Selling Rate
US Dollar                                          303.700
Canadian Dollar                               231.400
Sterling Pound                                  405.275
Euro                                                  340.135
Swiss Frank                                      301.105
Bahrain Dinar                                   807.650
UAE Dirhams                                   83.090
Qatari Riyals                                     84.325
Saudi Riyals                                      81.880
Jordanian Dinar                                429.635
Egyptian Pound                               18.976
Sri Lankan Rupees                           1.677
Indian Rupees                                  4.280
Pakistani Rupees                              1.959
Bangladesh Taka                              3.541
Philippines Pesso                             6.006
Cyprus pound                                  18.070
Japanese Yen                                    3.770
Syrian Pound                                    1.590
Nepalese Rupees                             2.672
Malaysian Ringgit                            74.265
Chinese Yuan Renminbi                   43.830

Thai Bhat                                          11.030
Turkish Lira                                      52.350
Singapore dollars                             223.015

CURRENCY                                 BUY                             SELL
Europe

British Pound                                    0.390919                        0.404819
Czech Korune                                  0.005312                        0.014612
Danish Krone                                   0.041286                        0.046286
Euro                                                  0.330780                       0.344480
Georgian Lari                                   0.114041                         0.114041
Hungarian 0.001146                         0.001336
Norwegian Krone                            0.029642                        0.034842
Romanian Leu                                  0.065136                        0.081986
Russian ruble                                    0.004885                       0.004885
Slovakia                                            0.009083                       0.019083
Swedish Krona                                 0.028358                        0.033358
Swiss Franc                                      0.302288                        0.314288

Australasia
Australian Dollar                              0.199704                        0.211704
New Zealand Dollar                         0.193089                        0.202589

America
Canadian Dollar                               0.225430                        0.234430
US Dollars                                        0.299950                        0.305250
US Dollars Mint                               0.300450                       0.304500

Asia
Bangladesh Taka                              0.002973                       0.003774

Chinese Yuan                                   0.042085                       0.045585
Hong Kong Dollar                            0.036891                        0.039641
Indian Rupee                                    0.003609                       0.004381
Indonesian Rupiah                           0.000017                       0.000023
Japanese Yen                                    0.002693                       0.002873
Korean Won                                     0.000251                        0.000266
Malaysian Ringgit                            0.069406                       0.075406
Nepalese Rupee                              0.002621                        0.002961
Pakistan Rupee                                0.001285                        0.002055
Philippine Peso                                 0.005973                       0.006273
Singapore Dollar                              0.218957                        0.228957
Sri Lankan Rupee                            0.001316                        0.001896
Taiwan                                              0.010114                         0.010294
Thai Baht                                          0.009709                       0.010259
Vietnamese Dong                            0.000013                       0.000013

Arab
Bahraini Dinar                                  0.800355                       0.808399
Egyptian Pound                               0.018916                        0.021657
Iranian Riyal                                     0.000084                      0.000085
Iraqi Dinar                                        0.000199                       0.000259
Jordanian Dinar                                0.422857                        0.431857
Kuwaiti Dinar                                   1.000000                       1.000000
Lebanese Pound                              0.000103                       0.000253
Moroccan Dirhams                          0.021153                         0.045153
Omani Riyal                                      0.784615                        0.792501
Qatar Riyal                                       0.082860                       0.083692
Saudi Riyal                                       0.079993                       0.081293
Syrian Pound                                    0.001289                        0.001509
Tunisian Dinar                                  0.102666                        0.110666
Turkish Lira                                      0.044943                        0.054788
UAE Dirhams                                   0.082149                        0.082975
Yemeni Riyal                                    0.000988                       0.001068
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Samsung head 
jailed for 
union sabotage
SEOUL: The chairman of Samsung
Electronics, the world’s biggest smartphone
and chip maker, has been jailed for sabotag-
ing union activities, prompting a rare apology
yesterday from the firm. Chairman Lee Sang-
hoon and executive vice president Kang
Kyung-hoon were both sentenced to 18
months for leading a wide-ranging operation
to deter staff at Samsung’s customer service
unit from operating a union.

Samsung Electronics is the flagship sub-
sidiary of the Samsung group, by far the
biggest of the family-controlled conglomer-
ates known as chaebols that have propelled
South Korea’s rise to the world’s 11th-largest
economy. Along the way, the company has
fought ferociously against union representa-
tion, until local authorities in Suwon, where it
is headquartered, last month certified the
National Samsung Electronics Union, which is
affiliated with a powerful umbrella group.

Lee and Kang were found guilty by the
Seoul Central District Court on Tuesday of
violating labour union laws, with prosecutors
saying they had ordered subordinates to cut
union members’ wages and to discover and
exploit details of their personal lives such as
pregnancies and debt, among other tactics.

Both men had been on bail during the trial
but were immediately taken into custody.

At the time in 2013, Lee was Samsung
Electronics’ chief financial officer, and both
men have been members of the now-disband-
ed Future Strategy Office, the firm’s key deci-
sion-making body.

The company issued a joint statement
yesterday with construction affiliate
Samsung C&T-which has also had executives
convicted of violating union laws-acknowl-
edging their errors. “We
humbly accept that the compa-
nies’ understanding and view
towards labor unions in the
past fell  short of society’s
expectations,” they said. They
pledged to ensure no repeti-
tion, adding: “We will endeavor
to build a forward-looking and
productive labor-management
relationship based on the
respect for our employees.”
Lee had denied the charges but
Samsung Electronics declined
to comment on whether the
men would appeal.

The Samsung group’s founder Lee Byung-
chul, who died in 1987, was adamantly
opposed to unions, saying he would never
allow them “until I have dirt over my eyes”.

But the ruling showed that Samsung’s
long-running refusal to recognise unions
was “antiquated” even in South Korea, said
Vladimir Tikhonov, professor of Korean
Studies at  the University of  Oslo in
Norway. The court was telling Samsung to

“get smarter, stop old-style union busting”,
he said.

Industrial injuries  
Samsung has played a key part in South

Korea’s rise to become Asia’s fourth-biggest
economy, but it is also the focus of resent-
ment over the power and influence of the
chaebols and has faced accusations of murky
political connections. Its vice-chairman Lee
Jae-yong-scion of its controlling family-was

convicted of bribery and
embezzlement and jailed in
connection with the sprawling
corruption scandal that
brought down president Park
Geun-hye, before being largely
cleared on appeal.

But he is back on trial again
after the Supreme Court
ordered new proceedings, and
a guilty verdict could see him
given a lengthy prison sen-
tence, depriving the firm of its
top decision-maker.

Chairman Lee is not a mem-
ber of the controlling family. Samsung
Electronics shares closed down 0.71 percent
in Seoul yesterday. Labor campaigners say
that over the years about 240 people have
suffered from work-related cancers and other
illnesses after being employed at Samsung
semiconductor and display factories, with
around 80 of them dying-many of them
young women. One victim’s father, Hwang
Sang-ki, has said: “My daughter died because
Samsung had no unions.” — AFP

Lee Sang-hoon

Easy money: 
Russians trapped 
by weight of 
consumer loans 
MOSCOW: Saint Petersburg entrepre-
neur Yulia Galich says she does not
know what she would do without con-
sumer loans. She took out an 80,000-
ruble ($1,300) loan when she wanted to
go to Israel on holiday with her husband
and 10-year-old son in August. 

The 48-year-old, who founded a
make-up studio and sells professional
beauty products, has for years relied on
loans to also support her business. “It’s
addictive. Once you start taking out
loans you cannot stop,” Galich told AFP.
She is one of millions of Russians who
rely on personal loans and credit cards,
contributing to a relentless credit boom.
Russians, whose real disposable incomes
have been falling since 2014, are bor-
rowing more and more to support their
businesses and lifestyle or even make
ends meet. 

But loans in the country come with
notoriously high interest rates, and many
economists warn of the risks of the
growing consumer debt.

Galich complained that even though

she tries to pay the interest on her loans
on time, she always ends up owing mon-
ey to the bank. “I don’t know how this
works and how they achieve this, it’s
impossible to understand.”

She said she prefers to rely on credit
cards rather than borrowing cash, but
such loans tend to be more expensive,
with annual interest rates sometimes
reaching 49 percent. Fifty one percent of
Russians have an outstanding debt, up
from 26 percent a decade ago, accord-
ing to a study by state pollster VTsIOM
released in August.

‘Serious problem’
The decline in living standards and

the erosion of Russian consumers’ pur-
chasing power stem from lower global
oil prices and several rounds of sanc-
tions against Moscow since it annexed
Crimea in 2014 and supported sepa-
ratists in east Ukraine. Poor Russians are
particularly vulnerable to payday
lenders who give out small cash loans at
enormous, triple-digit interest rates. 

Such loan sharks are ubiquitous in
Russia and can be found everywhere
from gleaming malls to drab bedroom
communities. Many operate on the edge
of legality, even though the Russian cen-
tral bank has made efforts to rein them
in. As of October 1, unsecured consumer
debt stood at 8.7 trillion rubles ($139
billion), according to central bank fig-
ures. That compares with 7.4 trillion
rubles as of January 1. — AFP
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Climate damage to 
Pakistan’s cotton 
crop ripples 
through economy
ISLAMABAD:  Mahboob Ahmad was so
sure he would have a bumper crop of cotton
last season that he was planning to finally fix
the date of his eldest son’s wedding. Then
unusually heavy rains pelted Khanewal dis-
trict in eastern Pakistan’s Punjab province,
destroying the cotton plants just as they
were fruiting.

“All my dreams and plans were shat-
tered,” said Ahmad. “I am so disappointed
with this year’s loss that I may quit cotton
cultivation from next year.” Another season
of erratic weather has crippled Pakistan’s
already ailing cotton sector, resulting in lost
revenue and jobs that could cost the econo-
my more than $3 billion by the end of the
fiscal year in June 2020, industry experts
have warned.

Heavy rains and high temperatures dur-
ing the whole of the cotton-growing season
from April to September severely damaged
the crop, said Khalid Abdullah, cotton com-
missioner and vice president of the Pakistan
Central Cotton Committee. That has put a
strain on the entire textile industry, he told
the Thomson Reuters Foundation.

Most of Pakistan’s cotton is grown in the
southern part of Punjab province which
experienced unexpectedly high tempera-
tures in August and September, even at
night, Abdullah explained.

The rest is mainly cultivated in Sindh
province in the southeast.

Together, the heavy rains and dry spells

destroyed over a third of the country’s
expected cotton harvest, according to the
state-run Central Cotton Research Institute
(CCRI) in Multan, southern Punjab. Yet
again, Pakistan’s cotton farmers have seen
their cash crop devastated by unpredictable
climate extremes, said Abdullah.

“The farmers are continuously hit by
changing weather conditions,” he said.

Last year the culprit was unusual heat
which parched crops and dried up rivers in
the two regions. Cotton is a major driver of
the economy, contributing almost 1 percent
of GDP, according to the Pakistan Bureau
of Statistics. But this fiscal year, cotton
farmers will fall drastically short of the
government’s target of 15 million bales. To
meet the demands of its textile industry,
Pakistan regularly imports cotton - mainly
from Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan and the
United States, according to the CCRI.

By June, the country will have to bring
in at least 6 million bales - almost double
what it imported last financial year, said
Shahid Sattar, executive director of the All
Pakistan Textile Mills Association (APT-
MA). Importing cotton is expensive, which
pushes up the overall cost of textile pro-
duction, he explained.

Figures from the APTMA show that
cotton, the main raw material for the tex-
tile industry, accounts for about 70 per-
cent of the basic cost of the final gar-
ment. “Failure of the cotton crop trans-
lates into damage to the country’s econ-
omy,” Sattar said. 

Jobs at risk 
Pakistan’s Economic Survey 2018-

2019, published in June this year, said
climate change poses “a serious chal-
lenge” to agriculture. For the past
decade or so, Pakistan’s cotton industry
has been struggling to adapt. Production

fell by more than a quarter from 2011 to
2019, according to the CCRI.

This year, Pakistan’s ranking among
cotton-producing nations dropped from
fourth to fifth behind Brazil, the United
States, China and India, showed data from
the Washington-based International
Cotton Advisory Committee. Employment
will also take a hit, Sattar warned. About 2
percent of the estimated 25 million people
whose livelihoods are linked with cotton
and the textile sector are at risk of losing
their jobs this fiscal year, he said.

“This low (cotton) production will defi-
nitely... result in a burden on our fragile
economy,” said Abid Qaiyum Suleri, exec-
utive director of the Sustainable
Development Policy Institute, an inde-
pendent think-tank in Islamabad. Much of
that burden falls on farmers, Suleri noted,

as one poor cotton crop after another eats
away at their standard of living.

Farmers often rely on the money they
make from cotton to procure what they
need to cultivate other crops for the rest
of the year, he explained.

“If one crop is affected, it affects
other crops as well because farmers
have to buy inputs like seeds, fertilisers
and water,” he said.

To help farmers cope with the increas-
ingly extreme weather, Abdullah said the
Pakistan Central Cotton Committee has
directed its national seed-breeding pro-
gram to come up with new climate-
resilient varieties to hand out to farmers.
Another major problem is that most rural
growers lack access to weather forecasts
from the meteorological department, he
added. —Reuters

AUB wins ‘Best 
Savings Product’ 
award for Al-Hassad 
Islamic Account 
KUWAIT: Ahli United Bank (AUB) continues to
earn prestigious awards with “AI-Hassad Islamic
Account” by winning the Best Savings Product
Award in Kuwait for 2019 from the Banker Middle
East Magazine. According to the Banker Middle
East, AI-Hassad Islamic Account won this award on
the grounds of its unique features, being the sim-
plest and easiest savings program with the highest
number of winners and the highest total prize pool. 

It is also marked by its unique draws during Eid
Al-Fitr and Eid Al-Adha, in addition to loyalty mul-
tipliers with the highest flexibility to customers to
withdraw, across branches, ATMs, Cards, IB and
MB, with a unique online account opening feature.
All draws are transparent, held on radio shows, with
live broadcast on Instagram. Moreover, the Bank
offers innovative marketing campaigns of AI-
Hassad Islamic Account, including outstanding
events held at shopping malls supported by a pro-
fessional sales and marketing teams support by
smart promotional campaigns to promote cus-

tomers’ attraction to this account.
This award is granted on an annual basis by the

Banker Middle East Magazine that runs a number
of news and economic research platforms. The
votes are made by only registered subscribers to
Banker Middle East. AUB achieved the largest num-
ber of votes in Kuwait due to its achievements and
success in 2018-2019.

AI-Hassad is a prize program combined with an
investment savings account which includes attrac-
tive prizes and investment in accordance with
Islamic sharia. It also grants the Bank’s customers
the highest number of winning opportunities over
the year through more than 850 awards annually.
Customers of Al-Hassad Islamic account also
receive annual profits based on Wakala contract,
which adds to the benefits of Al-Hassad Islamic
account.

Moreover, Al-Hassad Islamic Account offers a
range of innovative and unique benefits, including
salary transfer to Al-Hassad account for customers.
Al-Hassad customers can immediately issue a debit
card for withdrawing and depositing at any time.
Non-AUB customers can also open Al-Hassad
account online.

To be eligible to participate in the draw, the cus-
tomer should have a minimum balance of KD 100,
whereby the customer has two chances to partici-
pate, with a maximum of 30,000 chances per draw,
in addition to annual profits for all participants.
Every KD 50 invested for at least 15 days entitles
the customer to one chance in each draw. The

longer customers keep
the balance, the more
chances they will have in
the draw Commenting on
this  new achievement,
Mishari  Al-Jassim,
Deputy General Manager
of Retail Banking at AUB,
said: “This award comes
as evidence of the suc-
cess Al-Hassad Islamic
Account has witnessed
over t ime, which man-
aged to realize many of
our customers’ dreams
and brought about a positive change in their lives
through offering grand prizes. Through our contin-
uous follow-up, we found that Al-Hassad account
has gained the trust of customers reflected by the
large increase in the depositors’ base in Al-Hassad
Islamic account”.

On her part, Faten Ismail, Head of Marketing &
Products at AUB said: “As a leading Bank, we focus
our attention on providing the best banking servic-
es to our valued customers. We also play a promi-
nent role in promoting the culture of savings among
members of our society. Al-Hassad Islamic account
is considered the best account for achieving this
end. We at AUB are committed to continue devel-
oping our products and services in order to meet
the aspirations of our customers and realize their
objectives”. 

Indian Kashmir 
sees more than 
$2.4bn losses 
since lockdown 
SRINAGAR, India: A lockdown in Indian-adminis-
tered Kashmir has cost its economy more than $2.4
billion since the government stripped it of its spe-
cial status, officials of the Himalayan region’s main
trade organization said yesterday.

“In the last 120 days we have witnessed how each
and every sector has bled ... we fear this crisis will
further intensify in 2020,” Sheikh Ashiq Ahmed,
president of the Kashmir Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (KCCI), told Reuters. The government in
August revoked the constitutional autonomy of
Jammu and Kashmir, India’s only Muslim-majority
state, splitting it into two federal territories in a bid
to integrate it fully with India and to rein in militancy.

Kashmir is claimed in full by both India and
Pakistan, which have gone to war twice over it, and
both rule parts of it. India’s portion has been
plagued by separatist violence since the late 1980s.

The surprise change in status was accompanied
by a security crackdown that included the severing
of telecommunications links and curbs on travel and
the deployment of thousands of troops.

Most of the curbs have since been eased but
access to the internet is still partly blocked. Sectors
directly dependent on the internet such as informa-
tion technology and e-commerce had been
“ruined” since the lockdown began in early August,
the group said in a report. “The Indian government
justified its decision on the pretext of developing
Kashmir. The loss borne by locals are a direct result
of government’s decision ... the federal government
must compensate us,” Ahmed said. —Reuters

WASHINGTON: Nearly half the US counties carried by
President Donald Trump in the 2016 election were
arguably in recession at the time, with local economic out-
put shrinking during a campaign that focused on the
declining fortunes of blue-collar America.

New data released by the US Commerce Department’s
Bureau of Economic Analysis (BEA) show how a national
slump in economic growth in 2016 fell most heavily on
“Trump country,” forming a weak economic backdrop to a
bitter election campaign shaped by the Republican presi-
dential nominee’s attacks on globalization and his pledge
to revive US industry.

The numbers also shine a light on why, even with the
economy buffeted by recent recession worries and uncer-
tainty around the direction of global trade policy, Trump
may carry built-in strengths into his re-election campaign
next year: the bounceback from that 2016 slump has been
strong and widespread, at least through 2018, according
to the data released last week. In issuing its first official
estimate of gross domestic product by county, the BEA
provided a granular look at how economic conditions are
evolving in one of the country’s basic geographic units.

In this case, it sheds light on why the 2016 election
reflected so much economic anxiety even though unem-
ployment had dipped below the 5 percent mark and medi-
an incomes had begun notching strong gains. A possible
answer: In much of the country, where Trump’s appeal
proved strongest, the economy was actually backpedaling.

For the U.S. economy as a whole, 2016 was an off year.
Economic growth slowed to a tepid 1.6 percent annual
rate, which was a five-year low and a sharp drop from the
2.9 percent pace of 2015.

The pain, however, was not equally spread. A global
crash in oil prices had hit the country’s energy producers
hard, and led to declines in business investment and manu-
facturing felt most acutely where Trump’s populist message
was gaining traction. Across the roughly 2,600 counties that
he won in the election, growth barely breached 1 percent in
2016, low even by the standards of the sluggish recovery

from the 2007-2009 recession. In some 1,200 of those
counties, GDP actually fell by close to 4 percent in 2016. By
contrast, the overall growth rate of the roughly 500 coun-
ties carried by Democratic presidential nominee Hillary
Clinton was 1.8 percent, faster than the nation as a whole.
Only about a third of the counties she won saw a decline in
economic activity, and for those it was a shallow dip.

The data re-enforce some common themes - of the
growing economic clout of the largest cities, for example,
and of the shrinking economic share of the economy
accounted for by small towns and rural communities.

Clinton, for example, won the US popular vote with
support that was geographically concentrated in larger
urban areas. Those places are the most economically pro-
ductive, accounting for about two-thirds of national out-
put as it stands, and steadily gaining more.

From 2010 to 2018, the 30 counties with the largest
economies expanded their share of the nation’s total out-
put to 31.7 percent from 29.5 percent - a jump worth more
than $90 billion. Only two of those places voted for
Trump: Tarrant County, Texas, which includes Fort Worth,
and Maricopa County, Arizona, which includes Phoenix. It
also shows how recent economic developments hold both
promise and risk for Trump’s re-election chances.

Steady improvement
The past year has seen business investment plans and

overall economic growth disrupted by Trump’s trade wars
with China and other countries - and the impact likely fell
most heavily among the agricultural and manufacturing
areas the president will need to win to remain in the White
House. County GDP data for 2019 won’t be available until
late next year, but the slowing growth of the past year “is
again going to impact those segments more than others,”
said Gregory Daco, chief US economist with Oxford
Economics. Oxford’s election-year model, based on infla-
tion, unemployment and other economic forecasts, predict-
ed in October that Trump would win 55 percent of the pop-
ular vote next year. Federal Reserve policymakers’ latest

median forecast is for GDP growth of 2 percent in 2020.
Even if recent developments weighed on the economy

in counties supportive of Trump, the first two years of his
presidency saw many of them regain lost momentum.

The number of counties with negative GDP growth has
fallen by nearly half over that time. The counties won by
Clinton have grown faster overall, and as a whole reached
Trump’s 3 percent GDP growth target in 2018. The coun-
ties that voted for Trump in 2016, by contrast, grew by

around 2.7 percent last year.
Still, the economic improvement in counties won by

Trump has been steady and touched parts of the swing
states of Ohio and Wisconsin that were won by former
President Barack Obama in 2012 but voted for Trump four
years later. Both those states were in Trump’s column in
2016. The key, Daco said, is whether recent events like the
preliminary resolution of Washington’s trade spat with
China is felt quickly at the local level. —Reuters

Trump may carry built-in strengths into his re-election campaign: Data

Much of ‘Trump country’ was in 
recession during 2016 campaign

New data released by the US Commerce Department’s Bureau of Economic Analysis (BEA) show how a
national slump in economic growth in 2016 fell most heavily on “Trump country.”

LAHORE: A potter looks on as he shifts earthen pots from a clay oven at a factory in
Lahore. —AFP

Fed’s Brainard: 
Libra faces 
‘core set’ of 
regulatory hurdles
WASHINGTON: US Federal Reserve Governor Lael
Brainard launched a broadside against Facebook’s
Libra digital currency project yesterday, saying it faces
a “core set of legal and regulatory challenges” includ-
ing clarity about how it would be tied to some basket of
underlying assets.

Facebook’s concept of Libra as a “stablecoin” - a
digital currency linked to government-backed money
or other sound assets to avoid the wild fluctuations of
pure cryptocurrencies like bitcoin - remains unproven,
Brainard said, with an unclear set of rights for con-
sumers. “What would set Facebook’s Libra apart, if it
were to proceed, is the combination of an active-user
network representing more than a third of the global
population with the issuance of a private digital cur-
rency opaquely tied to a basket of sovereign curren-
cies,” Brainard said in remarks prepared for delivery
at a conference in Frankfurt. “Without requisite safe-
guards, stablecoin networks at global scale may put
consumers at risk.” —Reuters

Mishari Al-Jassim



Joyalukkas Foundation
sets an example 
by supporting 
flood victims 
THRISSUR, India: The Joyalukkas Foundation has
set an example for others with the initiatives taken to
support flood victims in Kerala, said V S Sunil Kumar,
Minister for Agriculture. He was inaugurating a get-
together of the beneficiaries of the housing project
launched by the Foundation for the flood-affected
people at DBCLC Auditorium, here. 

Sunil Kumar said that the main challenge faced
by the state was the loss of houses for many. In such
a situation,the Joyalukkas Foundation came forward
to support the state government. He stated that the
state has set an example for everyone in overcom-
ing the flood, which caused a loss of Rs 40000
crores. The minister added that the flood of 2018
has taught the lesson that the state need to follow a
development model that preserves environment.
Joyalukkas Foundation is building a total of 250

houses for the flood victims. The function was
attended by 60 beneficiary families from Thrissur,
Ernakulam, Malappuram and Palakkad districts. 

Adv.K Rajan, Chief Whip, delivered the keynote
speech at the function presided over by Ajitha
Vijayan, Mayor, Thrissur Corporation. S Shanavas,
District Collector, released the brochure of the
JoyAlukkas Foundation. Yathish Chandra, City Police
Commissioner, distributed mementos to the benefi-
ciaries at the function. Fr. Walter Thelappilly, CMI,
Devamatha Provincial, also spoke on the occasion. 

Speaking on the occasion, Joy Alukkas, CMD,
Joyalukkas Group, said that next get-together of the
beneficiaries will be organized at Alappuzha. He stat-
ed that local people played a great role in the con-
struction of houses. 130 beneficiaries of Joy Homes
Project are already living in the houses allotted to
them. The construction of houses in the southern dis-
tricts will be completed soon. The Joyalukkas
Foundation have undertaken various model initiatives
in the areas such as health, rehabilitation, education,
environment protection and women empowerment. 
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KUWAIT: As part of its continuous efforts to intro-
duce exclusive service offerings, Gulf Bank recapped
a number of exciting events and services that were
enjoyed by Wealth Management clients in 2019. As
part of the Wealth Management experience, Gulf
Bank’s Private and Priority Banking clients benefited
from a number of events and activities designed to
suit their distinguished lifestyles and elevate their
banking experience.

During the  year, Gulf Bank organized several events
at Mercedes-Benz showroom at The Avenues, in which
Wealth Management clients were offered the opportu-
nity to experience the new GLE and GT AMG vehicles
first-hand. Wealth Management clients also had the
opportunity to attend several of the newest shows and
latest productions at the Sheikh Jaber Al-Ahmad
Cultural Center, including CIRCUS 1903 and operatic
concert, “The Ruins.” Additionally, clients enjoyed an

exclusive premiere of the
movie “Joker” at VOX
Rhodes and HUB Cinemas.
Clients also attended the
Porsche World roadshow
that is hosted once every
10 years at Kuwait Motor
City, in addition to an
exclusive Ferrari F8 tributo
driving experience, and an
event hosted by Lotus to
test drive different models
of Lotus cars. Gulf Bank

also hosted Female tailored
events including Passions Arabia exhibition at
Fourseasons Hotel, Sawsan Matbakhi’s cooking event
and exclusive offers and deal with Al-Fares jewelery.

Commenting on Gulf Bank’s Wealth Management

services, Ahmad Al-Amir, Assistant General Manager
of External Communications at Gulf Bank, said: “At
Gulf Bank, we pay the utmost attention to all of our
clients, and design our services according to their
preferences. This is especially true for our Wealth
Management clients, who often have unique banking
and investment needs that require tailor-made servic-
es and solutions. This year, Gulf Bank organized sever-
al exciting events and exclusive activities for our
Wealth Management clients in an effort to elevate
their banking experience, and set the bar high for
what our clients should be accustomed to. We promise
our clients that there is more to come in the upcoming
year - more exclusive events and exciting opportuni-
ties are coming their way!”

Wealth Management consists of Priority Banking
which includes customers with account
balances/investable assets exceeding KD 50,000 or

monthly salary transfer of KD 3,500 or more and
Private Banking which includes customers with
Account Balances/investible assets exceeding KD
500,000. Wealth Management clients receive a number
of benefits, including a debit card that allows: access to
airport lounges, offers discounts when booking tickets
and hotels from cleartrip.com, offers discounts when
using the Careem transportation service, and offers a
more secure online shopping experience designed to
protect cardholders’ online purchases from fraud.
Clients are also eligible to apply for a Gulf Bank credit
card (Visa Infinite or World Mastercard), granting them
a host of benefits including: comprehensive accident
and travel insurance, complimentary access to airport
lounges worldwide, discounts at over 200 restaurants
globally as part of the Dine & Fly service, a local
concierge service, access to the Gulf Points program
and Gulf Discount program.

Gulf Bank Wealth Management clients 
enjoy exclusive offers throughout 2019

As part of Gulf Bank’s private banking and priority banking experience

Ahmad Al-Amir

Gulf Air and 
Sri Lankan Airlines 
in codeshare 
partnership
MANAMA: Gulf Air - the national carrier of the
Kingdom of Bahrain - and SriLankan Airlines - the
national carrier of Sri Lanka - have entered into a
codeshare partnership with effect from 18 December
2019, significantly enhancing the travel options of
their respective valued customers.

With nearly 70 years of operations for both Gulf
Air and SriLankan Airlines, this partnership will
further strengthen the commercial ties between the
Kingdom of Bahrain and the Democratic Socialist
Republic of Sri Lanka.

Under this agreement, SriLankan Airlines will
place its ‘UL’ code on Gulf Air’s flights from Bahrain
to Colombo, the Greek capital Athens, Larnaca in
Cyprus (effective from 18 December 2019) and the
Moroccan city of Casablanca (effective during the
current winter schedule). Gulf Air will in turn place its
‘GF’ code on SriLankan Airlines’ flights from
Colombo to Bahrain. 

Kresimir Kucko, Gulf Air’s Chief Executive Officer
said: “We are happy to sign this codeshare agree-
ment with SriLankan Airlines and increase number of
direct flights between the Kingdom of Bahrain and
Sri Lanka”. He also added: “We value our partner-
ships and SriLankan is our newest codeshare partner
in our overall strategy to expand our operations. I
feel confident that this codeshare will add value to
customers of both airlines”.

Vipula Gunatilleka, SriLankan Airlines’ Group
Chief Executive Officer added: “We are pleased to
enter into this codeshare agreement with Gulf Air. It
is part of SriLankan’s operational strategy create and
strengthen partnerships with airlines of globally rep-
utation in terms of quality, service and reliability and
we have no doubt that SriLankan’s valued passengers
will enjoy their travel with Gulf Air.”

The codeshare agreement followed the signing of
a Memorandum of Understanding between the two
airlines and is also intended to further strengthen the
longstanding friendship between the two nations of
Sri Lanka and Bahrain. 

About Gulf Air
Gulf Air, the national carrier of the Kingdom of

Bahrain, commenced operations in 1950, becoming
one of the first commercial airlines established in the
Middle East. Today, Gulf Air is a major international
carrier serving 48 cities in 27 countries. 

The airline operates double daily flights or more
to 10 regional cities, in addition to select destinations
in the Indian Subcontinent and Europe, from its hub
at Bahrain International Airport. Gulf Air currently
serves all its destinations with a combination of wide
and narrow body fleet of 37 aircraft. The modern
fleet will herald a new era for Gulf Air as it continues
to enhance its product and service offering.
Renowned for its traditional Arabian hospitality, evi-
denced by the airline’s signature family and business
friendly products, Gulf Air is committed to being an
industry leader and developing products and servic-
es that reflect the evolving needs and aspirations of
its passengers. 

Gulf Air connects Bahrain to the world and, as
such, is a key national infrastructure asset, serving
as a powerful driver for the economy and support-
ing the Kingdom’s on-going economic growth. With
its mobile app and Bahrain stopover programme,
the airline promotes Bahrain as a tourist destination
to the world.

Gulf Air has been the Title Sponsor of the FOR-
MULA 1 GULF AIR BAHRAIN GRAND PRIX ever
since it made history as the first Formula 1 Grand
Prix to be held in the Middle East in 2004. In addi-
tion, the airline has been Official Carrier of the
biennial Bahrain International Airshow since it was
first held in 2010.

THRISSUR, India: The get-together of the beneficiaries of the housing project ‘Joy Homes’ launched by the foundation
for the flood-affected people was being inaugurated by Minister V S Sunil Kumar at DBCLC Auditorium, Thrissur.

Warba Bank
announces Al Sunbula
weekly draw
KUWAIT: Warba Bank, “the Best investment Bank” and
“Best Corporate Bank” in Kuwait, will be organizing its
weekly Sunbula draw number 48 today at 11:00 am in pres-
ence of a representative from the Ministry of Commerce
and Industry and the Bank officials. 

Al-Sunbula both account and fixed deposits are the per-
fect choices for customers who wish to save money and
achieve steady returns while at the same time gain the
opportunity to win prizes throughout the year.  In line with
the bank’s mission to develop and differentiate its offerings,
Warba Bank has enhanced its Sunbula campaign for 2019
with more cash and prizes reaching more than KD 1 million.

In the running campaign, Warba Bank continued its
weekly draws for 5 winners of KD 1,000 each throughout
the year, yet introduce the “Mega Draws” that take place
on a quarterly basis to reveal five winners, the 1st winner
gets KD 100,000 in cash!  The four winners thereafter will
each get the latest 2019 Land Cruiser 5.7 VXR.  And more,
as the last Mega Draw will give away 2 more Land Cruisers!

As per the winning chances, each customer will be par-
ticipating in the draw for each KD 10 in the Sunbula
Account.  It is also worth noting that the Sunbula Fixed
Deposit rewards its investor with both high expected
returns, reaching up to 3.5 percent, as well as winning
chances.  And such investors have full flexibility in choosing
the desired tenure and the profit distribution method.

Furthermore, Warba Bank is leveraging on its Customer
Onboarding solution, in line with its ambitious five-year
strategy that enables non-Warba Bank customers to
request the opening of Al-Sunbula account in a simple
electronic manner without having to visit the branch,
through 5 simple steps in 5 minutes. New customers will be
able to request opening the account at anytime, anywhere,
through the new and unique electronic system used to
implement this service. Representatives will then contact
the customer to determine the appropriate time to visit the
branch to get required signatures, verify the customer’s
identity, deliver his/her debit card, and activate the account. 

Free gold coins at Malabar
Gold & Diamonds festival
KUWAIT: Malabar Gold & Diamonds, one among the largest
jewellery retailers globally with a strong retail network of 250
retail outlets spread across 10 countries has unveiled the
details of their 9th edition of ‘Malabar Gold & Diamonds
Festival’ in Kuwait running till 11th of January, 2020. This sea-
son, Malabar Gold & Diamonds showcases the latest collection
of gold, diamond and precious gems jewellery in their outlets,
to celebrate this festive period. 

The festival brings unprecedented opportunities to avail free
gold coins with jewellery purchases. A true shopper’s delight,
Malabar Gold & Diamonds Festival will captivate the customers
by exhibiting eye catchy designs in gold, diamonds, platinum,
and precious gems from different parts of the world to flaunt
any occasion or event and are well priced too. With every pur-
chase of diamond jewelry worth KD 250, customers get a free 1
gm gold coin. Customers also get free gold coins on every pur-
chase of 18K gold jewellery worth KD 85. These offers are valid
till 11th of January, 2020 at all outlets in Kuwait.

To add more glitter to this season, they have also unveiled
the latest collection of jewellery in gold, diamonds and precious
gems to suit the tastes of their multicultural and multinational
customers. Malabar Gold & Diamonds has incorporated these
designs as a part of various brands presented at Malabar Gold
& Diamonds’ namely Ethnix - Handcrafted Designer Jewellery,
Era - Uncut Diamond Jewellery, Mine - Diamonds Unlimited,
Divine- Indian Heritage Jewellery and Precia - Gem Jewellery .

New KFH Trade
system offers 
several services
and benefits
KUWAIT: KFH Capital, the investment arm of
KFH Group, has launched a new system to serve
“KFH Trade” with new feature considering
growing and expansion of customers base in the
markets it covers. In addition to Boursa Kuwait,
the service now covers most GCC markets.

The trading system has been completely
changed to provide added value to KFH
Trade’s customers in accordance with the
highest standards and with the utmost speed,
accuracy and security. 

With one account and one screen, “KFH
Trade” allows customers to trade electronically
in Kuwait and GCC countries in accordance
with Islamic Sharia principles.

Customers can now use more than one way
to enter the trading system with ease, where the
trading screen has been completely changed
and developed according to the latest standards
that enable customers to make their investment
decisions correctly. 

Moreover, “KFH Trade Pro” system has been
developed, which includes many advanced
advantages, such as technical analysis tools, fol-
low-up of the latest technical indicators and fol-
low more than one share at the same time, the
possibility of downloading the software to the
personal PC as the customer can design the sys-
tem page as desired. In addition to many other
advantages, “KFH Trade Pro” is available for a
monthly subscription after enjoying a one-
month trial period without a subscription fee.

In addition, the applications have been devel-
oped for both Apple and Google Play users,
where the application enables customers to
trade on Boursa Kuwait and the rest of the Gulf
markets.  Many advantages have been added for
trading services and remittances. Customers can
update personal data and forms that require
updates by regulators electronically, across all
available channels for trading.
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By Ben Garcia 

As Kyrgyzstan and Kuwait celebrate
25 years of diplomatic relations, the
Kyrgyz Embassy yesterday show-

cased the country by organizing a ‘Snow
Festival’ at the Yarmouk Cultural Center
headed by the chief of mission Samargyul
Adamkulova. The event displayed the best
Kyrgyz food products, its traditional tent
and the snow mountain festival which
warms the Kyrgyz people during winter. 

“This year is very special for the rela-
tions we’ve been treasuring for the last 25
years. We want to promote our country to
your people so they know that our country
is open for tourism. We take pride in the
four seasons we enjoy in Kyrgyzstan - the
country is amazing and we want to share
our greatness with others,” Adamkulova
said. The highlight of the program yester-
day was its traditional instrument played at

the Dar Al-Athar Islamiyya by a Kyrgyz
folklore group. 

The ambassador also took pride in the
country’s agriculture products and the
launch of Jazeera Airways’ direct flights to
Kyrgyzstan. “Starting today, a direct flight
from Kuwait to Kyrgyzstan will kick off to
encourage more Kuwaitis and other

nationals to visit our country. We are lucky
that we are in a very good geographical
location in terms of Silk Road projects.
Come and visit Kyrgyzstan at the soonest.
I am also inviting you to visit Osh, the sec-
ond busiest city in Kyrgyzstan, and we will
treat you to the best of Kyrgyz hospitality,”
she said. 

By Nawara Fattahova

Diplomatic Women’s Committee (DWC) - Kuwait
held a Christmas and New Year celebration on
Saturday at Millennium Hotel. Around 100 of its

members attended the event, which included many enter-
tainment activities such as competitions, raffle draw, live
oriental music, DJ and a bazaar.  

Narjis Al-Shatti, the committee’s consultant, said
DWC is celebrating the end of 2019 and concluding
this year’s activities through this event. “I would like to
wish all the best to HH the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah in the New Year 2020.
Tonight we are welcoming the New Year with diplo-
mats from many countries,” she pointed out.

“We are sharing with Christians their celebrations

of Christmas and New Year, which are important
occasions in Europe, the United States and many
other countries around the world. This celebration
expresses the tolerance of Islam and the close con-
nection between religions. We are holding this cele-
bration early as most Western ambassadors are leav-
ing Kuwait to celebrate this occasion with their fami-
lies in their home countries, as Christmas is known

internationally as a time for family gatherings,”
added Shatti.

“So tonight we are gathering as a big family with the
spouses of the ambassadors in this family atmosphere. I
wish all the attendees, their families, and everybody liv-
ing in Kuwait Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.
I hope it will be a happy and prosperous year for
everybody,” she concluded.  

DWC celebrates Christmas and New Year

ACK president 
participates 
in new Kuwait 
summit 2019

Under the patronage of His Highness the
Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled
Al-Hamad Al-Sabah, the Supreme Council

of Planning and Development and the Ministry of
Information; the New Kuwait Summit 2019 was
held on December 10th and 11th as a two-day
event at the Sheikh Jaber Al-Ahmad Cultural
Centre with various panels of experts discussing
issues that affect Kuwait and its society.

Prof  Isam Zabalawi, President of the Australian
College of Kuwait (ACK), took part in the 9th pan-
el in the series, which was titled “A Focus on
Human Capital.” The panel was moderated by Dr
Eric Champagne, Associate Professor in Public
Administration and School of Political Studies and
Director Center on Governance at the University
of Ottawa. The panelists were Dr Mishaal Al
Rubaie - Undersecretary of the Ministry of Youth,

Prof Laila Maarouf - Assistant Vice President for
Research at Kuwait University, Dr Sameh El-
Saharty - Program Leader for Human
Development at World Bank Kuwait, and Dr. Amir
Zeid - Dean of the College of Engineering and
Applied Sciences at the American University of
Kuwait.

The panel discussion focused on human capital
and how to improve the quality of future genera-
tions of Kuwait’s employees. Prof Zabalawi
emphasized on the importance of finding talented
students and encouraging them to work-hard to
translate their talent into marketable skills. By
maximizing the potential of students in ACK, new
students are attracted to the university when see-
ing their success.

“We consider our graduates our ambassadors,
we get our new talent through them.” said Prof.
Zabalawi. “To make sure new graduates are pre-
pared for the work force, ACK seeks to create
well-rounded graduates by focusing on different
aspects of learning; theoretical, practical and tech-
nological learning. Over the course of their studies
students work on projects in order to put what
they learn to use, along with working with various
organizations to give students internships, hands-
on skills and prepare them for their future
careers.” added Prof. Zabalawi.

Kyrgyzstan, Kuwait celebrate 
25 years of diplomatic ties

The arrival of December brings about lav-
ish festive offerings and the entertaining
talent of live performances at Jumeirah

Messilah Beach Hotel & Spa. Your family and
friends have a variety of choices to indulge in
from mouth-watering seafood to sumptuous
steaks to even more choices at the resort’s
award-winning luxurious restaurants and cafe. 

Starting with festive season dining on
December 24th, the resort offers memorable
experiences spent with family and friends
indulging in either Garden Cafe’s festive buffet.

For a lavish end of the year, indulge in an
array of options to create an evening to relish as
the night counts down. For an unforgettable
night of glamour and elegance, Pepper
Steakhouse promises a breath-taking start to
2020 with live screen countdown and an immer-
sive 5-course set menu experience guaranteed

to ensure friends and family start the New Year
in majestic style. Over at Olio Restaurant, a fami-
ly treat gives a hearty Italian meal for those who
love a sense of diverse cultural indulgence. New
Year’s Eve at Garden Cafe is the place to be for
a chic New Year’s Eve over an incredible
International buffet dinner with spectacular
views of the gardens and screen countdown with
live DJ for entertainment designed to delight and
inspire the whole family with indoors and alfres-
co seating. For an immersive evening, Mint’s
poolside BBQ night will deliver not only mouth-
watering barbecued ribs, grilled shrimp, smoked
meats and sausages, but a live band for enter-
tainment and screen countdown to the New Year
by the pool overlooking the sparkling Arabian
Gulf Sea. 

Those looking to start the year in utmost
romance, couples can relish moments with

romantic Gazebo dinner under the stars. One of
the closest spots the couple can have to the glis-
tening midnight beach, the private Gazebo is the
place to be to redefine how great a New Year’s
Eve celebration can be. The couple can start the
year exceptionally with a gourmet dinner in pri-
vacy with complimentary non-alcoholic cham-
pagne and roses under the glittering stars.
Couples can explore New Year’s Eve in their
very own secret garden, an evening designed for
couples that want to be swept away on a truly
special night with a 5-course set menu and
romantic tunes under the sky.

At Kuwait’s idyllic resort, kids will not only be
kept safe in the hotel staff care, they will also be
entertained. Children will have a vast array of
activities to choose from such as festive arts and
crafts. Inner artists will be released with ginger
bread house decorations alongside the festive
fun with coloring activities. Children can also
partake in making their own lanterns.

Guests can escape the holiday craziness this
festive season at award-winning Talise Spa with
Festive Delight package, where they can indulge
in a festive treatment for themselves and unwind
with a 50-minute Gold Hammam, 60-minute
Amra 24KT gold hot stone massage, 10-minute
foot ritual with a complimentary access to facili-
ties and body & hair oil gift. To make the festive
season even better, guests can book any 90-
minute treatment from an array of choices and
enjoy additional complimentary 30 minutes. 

Kuwait’s idyllic resort seeks to create a
December that would live on in every guest’s
memories with its festive activities. 

Festive activities at Jumeirah Messilah Beach Hotel & Spa

The Commercial Bank of Kuwait
(CBK) recently organized a recre-
ational open day activity for its “My

First Account’ clients who were invited to
the Sky Zone kids area in Al-Rai where
they enjoyed various  games and activities. 

The young CBK clients spent a wonder-
ful time in the inner play court where they
practiced climbing, scaling, skating and
many other recreational games.

The event was organized within CBK’s
policy which shows great deal of care for
clients from various age categories, includ-

ing those of My First Account to bring
smiles to their faces and help develop their
skills through some educational activities. 

The kids were received by Sky Zone
marketing staff members who helped
arrange the event activities to make the
day unforgettable for the young CBK
clients. Notably, My First Account is espe-
cially designed for children up to 14 years
old and is considered the ideal way for
parents wishing to save money for their
children at an early age and secure their
future. 

CBK organizes recreational 
day for ‘My First Account’ 

clients at Sky Zone 



WASHINGTON: E-cigarette makers face an existential
threat. By May, they must submit applications to the US
Food and Drug Administration proving that their prod-
ucts provide a net benefit to public health. If a company
fails to make its case, the FDA has the power to order its
products off the market.

The agency will judge that benefit with a two-part
test: Are e-cigarettes effective in getting smokers to
quit? And, if so, does that benefit outweigh the health
damage to new e-cigarette users - including teenagers -
who never smoked in the first place?

That’s a particularly high hurdle for the largest e-cig-
arette maker, Juul Labs Inc, according to a Reuters
analysis of the latest available data on trends in ciga-
rette and e-cigarette use from the US Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention.

The data show that e-cigarettes are having little
impact in reducing US cigarette smoking, while growth
in vaping since 2015 has come entirely from users under
25 years old, including teenagers. Those trends present
a special problem for Juul because of its dominance of
the US market and its enormous popularity among
teenagers, according to more than a half dozen tobacco
researchers and medical experts who assessed the data
at Reuters’ request.

“I don’t see it as a surmountable hurdle,” Suzanne
Colby, a tobacco researcher at Brown University, said of
the FDA standard for public health benefits. “The data
look like their product differentially attracts youth
instead of adults, in such great numbers.”

Rapid growth
Between 2017 and 2018 - the period when Juul rap-

idly grew to become the US market leader - e-cigarette
use among US adults grew from 2.8 percent of the
population to 3.2 percent, according to the CDC. But
rates of cigarette smoking among adults barely budged,
dropping from 14 percent to 13.7 percent - not enough
to be statistically significant, according to the CDC. 

Use of e-cigarettes by high-school students, by con-
trast, shot up by 78 percent over the same period - from
11.7 percent to 20.8 percent of students, data from the
CDC and the FDA show. Juul is by far the most popular
e-cigarette among teens, with more than half of high
school and middle school students naming it as their
favorite brand in surveys by the CDC and the FDA.

Moreover, the biggest growth in adult e-cigarette
use came among the youngest age cohort of adults,
people aged 18 to 24. E-cigarette use among young
adults is nearly four times more common than among
those aged 45 to 64, the CDC numbers show.

Another dynamic that undermines the public-health
case for e-cigarettes is the large proportion of “dual
users.” The most recent federal data show that 41 per-
cent of adult e-cigarette users continue to also smoke
cigarettes.

Some studies show dual use could be more harmful
than smoking alone. A study last December found peo-
ple who used both products tested higher than ciga-
rette smokers for a range of volatile organic com-
pounds and other toxins associated with tobacco-relat-

ed disease. A separate study last year of heart disease
risk among e-cigarette users found that dual use was
“more dangerous than using either product alone.”

For the industry as a whole, the usage data cast seri-
ous doubts on whether e-cigarettes are providing a
clear benefit among adult smokers, said Brian King, a
deputy director at the CDC’s Office on Smoking and
Health. “When it comes to net public health impact, you
have to consider both ends of the scale,” King said.
“Right now it does appear the youth initiation is out-
weighing the adult use.”

Juul declined a request for an interview with execu-
tives including CEO KC Crosthwaite, a veteran of
Marlboro maker Altria Group Inc who took the helm in
September, on how it plans to pass the FDA’s regulato-
ry test. As pressure on the company has mounted,
Crosthwaite has made the FDA application process a
central goal, laying off 650 employees, including many
in marketing, last month in an effort to restructure the
company to focus on regulatory approval.

In written responses to questions from Reuters, Juul
said it believes its products “already are playing a criti-
cal role in transitioning adult smokers from combustible
cigarettes and have the potential to convert tens of mil-
lions of smokers in the US” The company cited studies
it has commissioned showing that between 30 percent
to 50 percent of adult smokers who use Juul “switch
completely from smoking cigarettes within six months.”

Juul has said its customers are “the world’s one bil-
lion smokers,” but the company did not directly address

questions about the disparity in youth and adult uptake
in the United States. Juul acknowledged it must address
any potential impact on nonsmokers who start using e-
cigarettes. It said it is “committed to working coopera-
tively with regulators, public health officials and other
stakeholders to combat underage use and convert adult
smokers.”

In October, Crosthwaite brought on another Altria
executive, Joe Murillo, who helped navigate a success-
ful FDA application for IQOS, a Phillip Morris
International Inc product that heats up but doesn’t burn
packages of ground-up tobacco. Altria has an agree-
ment with Philip Morris to market IQOS in the United
States. The IQOS device is one of only two tobacco
products that have successfully made it through the
FDA process.

Juul’s competitors in the US market face the same
regulatory challenge. One rival, Japan Tobacco
International, says it is confident in the FDA application
it filed in August for its Logic products because it con-
tains company data showing the brand - unlike Juul - is
used overwhelmingly by older adults.

Anthony Hemsley, an executive for Japan Tobacco
International’s US division, acknowledged the popula-
tion-wide trends in e-cigarette and cigarette use. But
he pointed out that the FDA’s decision on net public
health benefit will be made on a product-by-product
basis - not across the entire industry. He added that
Juul has “a significant challenge ahead of them, in over-
coming the concerns that exist out there.” —Reuters
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FDA targets e-cigs that hook
teens but don’t help smokers quit
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CROSSWORD 2389

ACROSS
1. Title for a civil or military leader (especially

in Turkey).
4. (baseball) A pitch thrown with maximum

velocity.
12. A nucleic acid consisting of large

molecules shaped like a double helix.
15. An ugly evil-looking old woman.
16. Bubble shells.
17. The sense organ for hearing and equilibri-

um.
18. A person who has received a degree from

a school (high school or college or uni-
versity).

19. A small constellation in the southern
hemisphere near Lupus and Ara in the
Milky Way.

20. How long something has existed.
21. The cry made by sheep.
22. Wear away through erosion or vaporiza-

tion.
24. Capital and largest city of Bulgaria locat-

ed in western Bulgaria.
27. Reason by deduction.
29. Cold-water fish caught in Lake Superior

and northward.
32. An adherent of any branch of Taoism.
33. An island northwest of Wales.
37. A Greek island west of Greece.
39. Any of various widely distributed beetles.
41. A high-crowned black cap (usually made

of felt or sheepskin) worn by men in
Turkey and Iran and the Caucasus.

43. Formed or united into a whole.
44. On or toward the lee.
45. Meat from an adult domestic bovine.
49. (informal) Of the highest quality.
50. A depression in an otherwise level sur-

face.
51. (prefix) Consisting of more than one.
52. (of complexion) Blemished by imperfec-

tions of the skin.
54. A radioactive element of the actinide

series.
57. Genus of tropical plants with creeping

rootstocks and small umbellate flowers.
60. Before noon.
61. The basic unit of money in Bangladesh.
65. In bed.
70. A nonmetallic bivalent element that is

normally a colorless odorless tasteless
nonflammable diatomic gas.

72. A strong wind moving 45-90 knots.
73. A siren of German legend who lured

boatmen in the Rhine to destruction.
75. A religious belief of African origin involv-

ing witchcraft and sorcery.
76. Thigh of a hog (usually smoked).
78. The most common computer memory

which can be used by programs to per-
form necessary tasks while the computer
is on.

79. A flat wing-shaped process or winglike
part of an organism.

80. Relating to abdominal delivery.
81. A loose sleeveless outer garment made

from aba cloth.

DOWN
1. According to the Old Testament he was a

pagan king of Israel and husband of
Jezebel (9th century BC).

2. Offering fun and gaiety.
3. Largest known toad species.
4. Civet of Madagascar.
5. Jordan's port.

6. A toxic nonmetallic element related to sul-
fur and tellurium.

7. The form of RNA that attaches the correct
amino acid to the protein chain that is
being synthesized at the ribosome of the
cell (according to directions coded in the
mRNA).

8. Dark brown to black mica found in
igneous and metamorphic rock.

9. Of or pertaining to the adrenal glands or
their secretions.

10. A rapid escape (as by criminals).
11. Property that is leased or rented out or let.
12. Lacking or deprive of the sense of hearing

wholly or in part.
13. Medium-sized tree having glossy lanceo-

late leaves.
14. A particular geographical region of indef-

inite boundary (usually serving some
special purpose or distinguished by its
people or culture or geography).

23. A strong solution of sodium or potassium
hydroxide.

25. Found near the Channel Islands.
26. Erect leafless flower stalk growing direct-

ly from the ground as in a tulip.
28. A mass of small bubbles formed in or on a

liquid.
30. Characterized by slanting characters.
31. Walk or tramp about.
34. A fully differentiated structural and func-

tional unit in an animal that is specialized
for some particular function.

35. A daughter of your brother or sister.
36. Combined or joined to increase in size or

quantity or scope.
38. A ballistic missile that is capable of travel-

ing from one continent to another.
40. A three-tone Chadic language.
42. Goddess of the dead and queen of the

underworld.
46. Where the air is unconfined.
47. Greenwich Mean Time updated with leap

seconds.
48. A tax on employees and employers that is

used to fund the Social Security system.
53. A large and densely populated urban

area.
55. A Chadic language spoken in northern

Nigeria.
56. Date used in reckoning dates before the

supposed year Christ was born.
58. Naked freshwater or marine or parasitic

protozoa that form temporary pseu-
dopods for feeding and locomotion.

59. A city in central Alabama on the Alabama
river.

62. 100 agorot equal 1 shekel.
63. Cubes of meat marinated and cooked on

a skewer usually with vegetables.
64. (Jungian psychology) The inner self (not

the external persona) that is in touch
with the unconscious.

66. Any of numerous local fertility and nature
deities worshipped by ancient Semitic
peoples.

67. (Scottish) Bluish-black or gray-blue.
68. The template for protein synthesis.
69. Massive plantigrade carnivorous or

omnivorous mammals with long shaggy
coats and strong claws.

71. A city of central China.
74. A statement that deviates from or per-

verts the truth.
77. A small digital computer based on a

microprocessor and designed to be used
by one person at a time.
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Yesterday’s Solution

It seems the focus in your life is beginning to change. You have a strong
desire to be in total control of everything and everyone surrounding you. You are
ready to get things organized. You are driven by ambition and are becoming very
responsible. You may find you are so focused you are moving full steam ahead. Pace
yourself as to not burn out before you accomplish all of your goals. Sometimes you
need to remind yourself to work smarter, rather than harder. Do not let frustration get
in your way. Keep your focus and drive but remember to do always do the right thing.
You can expect great rewards from your hard work. 

Aries (March 21-April 19)

STAR TRACK

Talk about bringing home the bacon and frying it up in the pan! This is
you all day every day. You are able to balance career and home life all with ease. You are
a jack of all trades. You have a deep desire to strengthen the foundation you have built
for all. You desire a sense of roots and family, home, and relatives are where your focus
is. You want to feel as if you belong on a personal and private level. You have an intimate
desire to know that you are needed, Taurus. The energy and effort you put into taking
care of others does not go unnoticed. You are loved, needed, and appreciated. 

Taurus (April 20-May 20)

You are ready to take total control of your life. Taking charge of your situa-
tion has become a major focus for you. You are ready to get things organized. You really
have the imitative and drive to get things done. This is a time of ambition and responsibili-
ty for you. Keep your cool, stay focused, and pace yourself. Too much of anything can be
a bad thing. Do not push too hard. There is no need to burn yourself out. 

Cancer (June 21-July 22)

Leo (July 23-August 22)

Don’t be surprised if you cross paths today with someone who just doesn’t
sit right with you. You have a feeling that something about them just isn’t right. You may
feel as if you want to get away from this person as soon as possible. Your virtues are
simple. You prefer this way of life. Today may be a day you are having difficulty with
focus and performing your daily tasks. You seem in a dreamy mood and unable to snap
back. Deep in thought you seem to have too much on your mind. This may be a good
time to sit back and reorganize and restructure your surroundings and goals. You are in
a way shutting down due to an emotional overload. 

Virgo (August 23-September 22)

No one likes to be stood up. This may be the action you take that puts
strain on your relationship with friends. Though you would love nothing more than to be
out with friends socializing and have some fun, your more responsible side knows
where your priorities lie and are unable to go through with plans you have made. Your
mind is sharp, and you find yourself very productive which is the reward you need to
make up for having to miss out and play adult today. You may find your experience
leaves you with a great sense of sympathy for those close to you, Libra. Wisdom not
knowledge is what now counts most in your life. 

Libra (September 23-October 22)

It seems as if your romantic and social relationships are comfortable.
Getting along with those closest to you seems very natural. You are persuasive with
others and able to communicate with ease when it comes to relationships, new and old.
This may be a time of great financial gain in your life. You could find yourself crossing
paths with others who and find business opportunities seem to fall in your lap. You
desire power and control and it seems as if you are gaining both of these in every
aspect of your life. This is a great time for you, Scorpio, face every new opportunity
with an open mind. 

Scorpio (October 23-November 21)

You have the ability to get outside yourself and see what is going on with
others. This may mean you see things others don’t see. It’s a gift that could

serve you well in journalism or in crime detection. Or, you may just find it useful in per-
sonal relationships. You can see beyond the “what” and identify the “why” of behavior.
It helps. You will be able to use this gift in a very positive manner today.

Sagittarius (November 22-December 21)

Capricorn (December 22-January 19)

Emotionally you may have one desire, but it could be at odds with what is
in your best interest. Doing for others comes naturally for you. This is a time you need to
put you and yours first. Being too generous could leave you in a bad situation. This is a
great time to work on budgeting your resources. Taking charge and being in control
seem to be a great desire you have now. Take control of yourself, your life, and your
finances first.

Pisces (February 19-March 20)

Taking change and being in control seem to be major desires in your life.
You want to get things organized and now is the time you have the initia-

tive to do it. This a great time of ambition and taking on new responsibilities for you.
Keep your cool and pace yourself. You know it is always best to work smarter rather
than harder. You should accomplish much at this time. Your ambition and drive are to be
admired. You are not only making clear decisions about your life and the path you are
taking but you are able to be clear decision concerning the lives of those close to you.
You may find someone seeking your advice today. 

Aquarius (January 20- February 18)

If you could choose any magic trick to be able to perform, today’s choice
would be a disappearing act. You need to take a break. An escape is in order. Try
spending some time curled up with a romantic book or watching a movie. The only
way you will be able to get back to being your productive self is by taking care of
yourself. Everyone has their breaking point and you passed it miles ago. You are the
only person you can change, Leo. Keep this in mind. 

Today may not be an easy one for you. You may feel as your emotions do
not align with the way things truly are in your world today. You need to take a step
back and relax. You may find if you push too hard you may break something that can
not be repaired. Patience is needed and you need to wait this one out and let it blow
over. You may find these circumstances aggravate and anger you. Do not let yourself
become over emotional and fly off the handle. Nothing good can come from a negative
reaction. Find a positive way to look at the situation you are in and sit back and wait for
it to change. 

Taking charge and being in control are two things that seem very
appealing to you now. You may find that you are more determined than ever to get
your life in order. You will begin to get not only things in your life, but also people
organized. There is a place for everything, and everything has a place. You are on a
mission to make that happen. This is a very ambitious and responsible now. You may
need to take a step back and slow yourself down a bit. You do to want to burn out.
Remember, work smarter, not harder. 

Gemini (May 21-June 20)
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Lifestyle

An dancer performs during the presentation of the 75th La Vuelta cycling tour of Spain 2020 in Madrid on Tuesday. — AFP 

In this photograph taken on Dec 1, 2019, people buy tickets at a cinema in Mumbai. 

People wait outside
the cinema.

People wait to enter
the cinema.

People check their tickets outside the cinema. Bollywood actor and stunt performer Vidyut Jamwal (center with black cap) is
mobbed by media and fans outside the cinema.— AFP photos

A
s a prolonged economic slow-
down forces Indians to curb
spending on everything from
underwear to automobiles, busi-

ness in Bollywood has never been better -
offering audiences an escape from the
increasingly grim daily grind. And the cash
registers are likely to keep ringing, with
high-profile films such as superstar Salman
Khan’s “Dabangg 3” (Fearless 3) scheduled
for release this week as a blockbuster sea-
son comes to a close.

Ankita Maneck will be among the mil-
lions queuing to see Khan beat up bad guys,
break into song-and-dance numbers and
ride off into the sunset for the customary
happy ending. In the last 12 months, Maneck
lost her job, moved back home and then had
to scrounge for funds to pay for her father’s
surgery. Her only respite came in the form of

a movie ticket, she said, describing her cher-
ished Friday night routine that always
includes a trip to the cinema.

“The current economic situation is very
frustrating,” said the 29-year-old who now
works as a marketing executive in the west-
ern city of Baroda. “Watching movies is a
great way to escape reality,” she told AFP.
She is not the only one who thinks so. As
New Delhi struggles to kick-start the limp-
ing economy, with quarterly growth recent-
ly falling to a six-year low, the movie busi-
ness has been pushing ahead at full throttle.

Escapism 
With some 1,800 releases in 2018, India

is home to the world’s biggest film-making
machine and Bollywood is arguably its
most highest-profile star. Despite the mar-
ket entry of global video streaming players
such as Netflix and Amazon Prime, the
homegrown industry retains a powerful
hold on the Indian imagination. “In 2019,
Bollywood has been performing excep-
tionally well in the last three quarters and
has grown by 15 percent in comparison to
last year,” Mumbai-based film trade ana-
lyst Girish Johar told AFP.

The Bollywood boom even prompted a
government minister to claim that India’s
economic slowdown was overstated,
sparking a flood of criticism. Nevertheless,
industry figures indicate that even as
Indians cut back on buying essential items
including fruits and vegetables, movie tick-
et sales have only increased. “Films are the
lowest hanging fruit for many to access
entertainment without spending much dur-
ing a slowdown,” said Kamal
Gianchandani, CEO of PVR Cinemas, the

country’s largest operator of multi-screen
theatres.

For the relatively affordable sum of 75
rupees ($1), a moviegoer living in India’s
most expensive city Mumbai can venture
to a single-screen cinema and spend three
hours in air-conditioned comfort, distract-
ed from their troubles. Dinner at a casual
restaurant costs significantly more. In
2018/19, as India’s economy worsened,
PVR’s annual earnings jumped by nearly a
third to $435 million. This year is set to be
even better, Gianchandani told AFP, as
more and more people seek cheap escapist
fare. A similar trend appeared to be under
way during the 2008 global financial crisis,
when movie revenues grew as India’s
economy stumbled.

‘Lipstick index’ 
There is no single official source for film

revenues due to India’s complex distribu-
tion system covering thousands of inde-
pendent exhibitors. But figures from widely
respected trade portal Box Office India
show a nearly 19 percent increase in earn-
ings between 2006 and 2009. Conversely,
when the economy picked up steam in
2014 on optimism surrounding the election
of Prime Minister Narendra Modi, movie
revenues actually fell to $511 million from
$525 million the year before, according to
the website.

The trend evokes comparisons to the
oft-quoted “Lipstick Index”, a term coined
by Leonard Lauder, chairman of the US
cosmetics giant Estee Lauder, in the early
2000s to explain why lipstick sales go up
during a downturn. The reasoning is that
consumers apparently hold back on mak-

ing big-ticket purchases during a slow-
down and instead splurge on smaller indul-
gences.

With the exception of high-end multi-
plexes, ticket prices are very low in India
compared to other markets, undercutting
profits but making movies an accessible
luxury for many film-crazy Indians. For
graphic designer Shruti Kulkarni, the cine-
ma offers an opportunity to leave a
cramped house and unwind. Downloading
a film on her smartphone or laptop is sim-
ply not the same, she told AFP. “There is
something about watching a movie in a
theatre where you are alone, yet surround-
ed by hundreds of strangers and sharing
the same experience. I enjoy it,” the 26-
year-old said. — AFP 
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“Star Wars” may well be set long
ago in a galaxy far, far away but it
has become a battleground for a

very modern debate over race, gender and
sexuality that has sucked in fans and stars
alike. The new trilogy launched by Disney
in 2015 has seen women and characters of
color like Rey (Daisy Ridley) and Finn (John
Boyega) take center stage - angering a
vocal , toxic minority. Asian-American
actress Kelly Marie Tran, who became the
franchise’s first leading actress of color in
2017’s “The Last Jedi”, was hounded off
social media by racist and sexist abuse.

The saga-concluding “The Rise of
Skywalker”, out on Friday, sees black
British actress Naomi Ackie joining as
bow-wielding warrior Jannah. “Being part
of a team of people that looks a little dif-
ferent, that are from different places - in
whatever form that is, gender, race or
whatever - that itself is a legacy to be
proud of,” said Ridley. Her words summed
up the theme of tolerance, and rejection of
online abuse, that dominated a recent,
celeb-packed “Star Wars” news confer-
ence near Los Angeles.

But the filmmakers have also been fend-
ing off a backlash from the opposite flank,
as LGBTQ fans grow increasingly vocal
about the series’ lack of representation of
gay or trans characters. “‘Star Wars’ is the
epicenter. It was the franchise for millions of
people,” said pop culture writer Kayleigh
Donaldson. “I don’t think that we should

accept the absolute bare minimum of repre-
sentation from Disney,” she told AFP.

‘Full diversity or nothing’
Actor Billy Dee Williams, returning as

Lando Calrissian, briefly set the Internet
alight by revealing he uses male and female
pronouns when referring to himself  -
although he doesn’t identify as non-binary.
“So many of the positive reactions were
coming from younger ‘Star Wars’ fans,” said
Donaldson.  “We have a whole generation
of potential consumers, to use that horrible
term, whose basic level of expectation is
full diversity or nothing.”

Noting the chemistry between renegade
Stormtrooper Finn (Boyega) and roguish

pilot Poe (Oscar Isaac), many fans have
been clamoring for a “Star Wars” first: A
gay relationship. Isaac appeared reluctantly
to shoot down hopes for a storyline dubbed
“Finnpoe” in an interview this month.
“Personally, I kind of hoped and wished
that maybe that would’ve been taken fur-
ther in the other films, but I don’t have con-
trol,” he told trade publication Variety.

“It seemed like a natural progression,
but sadly enough it’s a time when people
are too afraid, I think, of... I don’t know
what.” While such a character arc may
have been too much for the traditionally
conservative Disney, director JJ Abrams
has hinted at some LGBTQ representation
in the film. 

‘Table scraps’ 
But progressive fans are reluctant to get

too excited. James Whitbrook, writing for
Gizmodo, bemoaned the offering of “table
scraps” of queer representation, pointing to
a fleeting cameo in Disney’s “Avengers:
Endgame” for the Marvel superhero films’
first gay character. Others have taken to
social media to call Disney “cowards”, or
accuse the firm of pandering to censors in
more conservative markets such as China.

Abrams said diversity and representing
the “underdog” was just as important as the
franchise’s trademark spectacular space bat-
tles. “There’s a movie that you know you’re
presenting to the world. And then there’s the
things you’re doing, not necessarily secretly,

but meaningfully,” he told journalists. That
meant “bringing people together and seeing
all oddballs represented,” he said.

Actress Ming-Na Wen, who moved to the
US from Hong Kong as a young girl and
appeared in “Star Wars” spin-off series “The
Mandalorian”, said the 1977 original “fed so
much into my core being”. “It lifted my spirits
in a way that no other film ever did when I
was a teenager,” Wen, 56, told AFP at the
world premiere of “The Rise of Skywalker” in
Los Angeles on Monday. “And I think every-
body has that kind of experience with it. You
know, it’s magical.” — AFP 

The last survivors of “Star Wars,” cre-
ated by George Lucas 42 years ago,
reunite on the big screen for a final

time Friday in the nostalgic conclusion to
the epic “Skywalker saga” - led by a
screen legend who has departed this
galaxy. “Star Wars: The Rise of Skywalker”
serves as a swansong to the genre-defin-
ing, nine-film series for stalwarts such as
Mark Hamill (Luke Skywalker), Anthony
Daniels (C-3PO), Billy Dee Williams
(Lando Calrissian) and, in particular, the
late Carrie Fisher (Princess Leia).

Thanks to some innovative repurposing
of footage shot during the previous Star
Wars installments, Fisher improbably
remains at the center of a movie released
three years after her death. “The idea of
continuing the story without Leia wasn’t a
possibility, and there was no way we were

going to do a digital Leia,” said director JJ
Abrams at a news conference near Los
Angeles. “And there was no way, of course,
we would ever recast it.”

But of the original cast, Leia’s return for
the new films was perhaps the most central
to the plot. Her idealistic, scrappy young
princess from the first films has become a
wise mentor to the new generation of
Resistance heroes such as Rey (Daisy
Ridley) - and the mother of the villainous
Kylo Ren (Adam Driver). Living cast mem-
bers - including her real-life daughter Billie
Lourd - shot scenes and dialogue that
could be meshed with those featuring
Fisher from the cutting-room floor.

“Ending these nine films, Carrie was
such a big part of all that,” said Kelly Marie
Tran, 30, who plays plucky Resistance
mechanic Rose Tico. “So for me personally
there was a lot of wanting to honor this
thing and do right by this thing - and I
think that she’s pretty effing incredible in
this movie!”

‘Custodian’ 
Fisher was not the only “Star Wars”

alumnus to die before “Rise of Skywalker.”
Peter Mayhew, the original Chewbacca,
was killed by a heart attack in April. But
due to his deteriorating health, Mayhew
had already passed the reins since 2015’s
“The Force Awakens”, to Joonas Suotamo,
a 6 foot 11 inch Finn. “When Peter passed
this last year I was heartbroken. But I like
to think that in this film, I attempted to do
him justice,” said Suotamo, who credits
Mayhew for giving “Chewie” his distinc-
tive, not-quite-human gait which is instant-
ly recognizable around the world. “Even if
they haven’t seen ‘Star Wars,’ they might
know who Chewbacca is, and that’s what
I’m a custodian of,” added Suotamo.

For Williams, coming back as the rakish
Lando felt almost like stepping into a new
role, so unexpected was the big-screen
return after 36 years since “Return of the
Jedi”. “I didn’t think that it would happen. I
just wrote it off,” he said. “But when I got

the call from JJ and when we met, I just sat
down and I just chuckled. I thought it was
just a wonderful gift.”

Likewise Daniels, who has appeared as
flustered droid C3PO in every “Star Wars”
movie, said the loss of his colleagues and
end of the films has given him pause to
reflect on the scale of what they accom-
plished. “It’s like having your nose up
against the planet, you can’t see how big
that planet is,” he said. “Finally I get to see
it almost from the other perspective... I’m
glad to have survived for this long!”

‘Still emotional’ 
New “Star Wars” trilogies with fresh

characters are planned, while the franchise
has been given a shot in the arm by the
success of Disney TV+ series “The
Mandalorian” - and its new breakout star
Baby Yoda. But this finale to the storyline
begun in 1977’s original depends on nos-

talgia and, daunting though it is, stepping
back into Chewbacca’s furry suit or a
decades-old role is an easier task than
shaping a movie around such an iconic and
unique character as Leia.

Abrams admits any solution to Fisher’s
death would have been imperfect, but
insists he is happy with the outcome - and
thinks somebody else would be too. “If we
had Carrie around, would we have done
some different things here and there? Of
course we would have. But we had an
opportunity to have Carrie in the movie,” he
said. “We were able to do something that
Carrie herself, I’d like to think, would be
happy with. “She is great in the movie, of
course. And it’s still emotional, and moving,
to think of her and how sad we all are that
she’s not sitting here with us today.”—AFP

The “Star Wars” trilogy of trilogies draws to a
close this week with the release of “The Rise
of Skywalker”. The final film in the Skywalker

saga draws a line under nine movies packed with a
diverse cast of characters - some more memorable
than others. Here is a brief refresher on the space
epic’s main heroes and villains:

Original trilogy cast 
Luke Skywalker: Orphaned farm boy who

became the greatest Jedi in the galaxy. Shunned the
force and became a hermit after his efforts to train
new Jedis ended in disaster. Gave his life to help the
Resistance escape at the end of 2017’s “The Last
Jedi.”

Leia Organa: Once a princess and Rebel
Alliance leader, she is the sister of Luke Skywalker
and mother of the villainous Kylo Ren. Now a gener-
al and head of the Resistance.

Han Solo: A smuggler who joined the Rebel
Alliance with his trusty spaceship, the Millennium
Falcon. Returned in 2015’s “The Force Awakens,”
now estranged from Leia, only to be murdered by
their son.

Chewbacca: A gentle but powerful furry
Wookiee who was Han Solo’s co-pilot and partner-
in-crime. 

Darth Vader: Masked villain and one of the most
recognizable figures in cinema history. Originally
known as Anakin Skywalker, he was father to Luke
and Leia. Died saving his son from the Emperor in
“Return of the Jedi” (1983). 

Lando Calrissian: A playboy gambler who ini-
tially betrayed his friend Han Solo before coming to
the aid of the Rebel Alliance, eventually becoming a
general.

C-3PO: Constantly flustered droid programmed
for etiquette and protocol, fluent in six million lan-
guages, and earnest foil to his mischievous mechani-
cal pal R2-D2.

R2-D2: Resourceful and eccentric droid known
for his whistles and beeps. 

Emperor Palpatine: Vader’s master, who ruled
the evil Empire before he was seemingly killed by
his trusted servant. But his voice appears in trailers
for “Rise of Skywalker”.

Sequel trilogy cast 
Rey: A scavenger who grew up on a spaceship

graveyard on the planet Jakku, but is powerful with
the Force. Speculation about her past has raged
since she first appeared in “The Force Awakens”
although she is coaxed into admitting in “The Last
Jedi” that, far from being of royal lineage, her par-
ents were insignificant “nobodies.”

Finn: A renegade stormtrooper who, shocked by
the First Order’s cruelty, defected to become a sol-
dier for the Resistance, where he befriended Rey.

Poe Dameron: Describes himself as “the best
freaking pilot in the galaxy.” Also joined the
Resistance, but frequently disobeys Leia’s orders
and led a failed mutiny before redeeming himself in
“The Last Jedi.”

Kylo Ren: Formerly known as Ben Solo, the son
of Leia and Han turned to the dark side after his Jedi
Master Luke, fearful of his power, momentarily
raised his light saber as if preparing to strike him.
Now a masked villain with a three-blade lightsaber
who resembles his grandfather Darth Vader. 

Supreme Leader Snoke: Sinister capofamiglia
of the First Order who was powerful with the dark
side of the Force, but struck down by his apprentice
in “The Last Jedi.”

BB-8: Small, spherical droid with a cheeky per-
sonality and skillset similar to R2-D2’s.

Rose Tico: a Resistance mechanic who initially
calls out Finn as a deserter (of sorts), but befriends
him and his allies in “The Last Jedi”. — AFP 

Daisy Ridley John Boyega Kelly Marie Tran Naomi Ackie Billy Dee Williams Oscar Isaac

JJ Abrams attends the Premiere of Disney’s “Star Wars: The Rise Of Skywalker” on Dec 16, 2019
in Hollywood, California. — AFP 

Finnish actor Joonas Suotamo arrives for the
world premiere of Disney’s “Star Wars: Rise of
Skywalker” at the TCL Chinese Theatre.

Mega-fan campaigns 
for Princess Leia 
star in Hollywood 

Dressed in white robes and sporting Princess Leia’s
distinctive spiral bun hairstyle, Kristin Grady walks
up and down Hollywood collecting signatures on

behalf of her idol. She believes the late actress Carrie
Fisher deserves her own star on the Walk of Fame - and
hopes this week’s new “Star Wars” film will boost her
campaign. The conclusion to nine films spanning four
decades, “The Rise of Skywalker” will be the last to fea-
ture Fisher, who appears posthumously in unused
footage from previous episodes.

Grady believes it may be Fisher’s last chance to take
her place alongside 2,600 stars bearing the names of
celebrities along Hollywood’s sidewalks - including those
of Mark Hamill (Luke Skywalker) and Harrison Ford (Han
Solo.) “It’s absurd,” said Grady. “The two male stars of
‘Star Wars’ have stars, yet the female star of ‘Star Wars’
does not have a star.” “So that turns into a feminist issue
for me and for 5,931 people,” she added, referring to the
number of signatures she has collected so far.

Millions of people visit the Walk of Fame every year to

spot their favorite actors’ and singers’ stars, and pose for
photographs. “It’s not just about getting Carrie the
recognition that she absolutely deserves,” says Grady.
“It’s about making systematic changes for women in
Hollywood, so brilliant women like Carrie Fisher are no
longer overlooked.”

Unfortunately the process is not so simple. Ana
Martinez, who organizes ceremonies for honorees on the
Walk of Fame, congratulated Grady’s “tenacity,” but clar-
ified that the collection of signatures is not going to help.
“They would have to nominate her with permission in
writing from the family, and submit the application after
the fifth anniversary of her passing,” Martinez told AFP.
Fisher died of a heart attack in 2016, so could only get a
star from 2021. “We don’t even know if she wanted one,”
added Martinez.

Representatives of Fisher’s daughter, actress Billie
Lourd, did not respond to AFP’s request for comment. A
star also requires a $50,000 payment toward the inau-
guration ceremony and maintenance, from the honoree,
their family or a movie studio. Still, Grady’s campaign is
not without support. After a petition to remove President
Donald Trump’s star was approved by the West
Hollywood City Council, Hamill tweeted in June: “I know
who should replace her.... #AStarForCarrie”.

Grady now carries a small banner with that hashtag,
and often encounters people who are shocked to learn
Fisher does not already have a star. “She was just such a
cool person, and she was such a good writer, and had
such a positive impact on our culture,” said Grady, who
barely scrapes a living on tourist tips but vows to keep
petitioning. “This isn’t just about ‘Star Wars.’” — AFP 

Star Wars fan Kristin Grady, wearing a Princess Leia costume,
started a petition for Carrie Fisher, who played Princess Leia, to
receive her posthumous Hollywood Walk of Fame Star outside
the world premiere of Disney’s “Star Wars: Rise of Skywalker” at
the TCL Chinese Theatre in Hollywood on Dec 16, 2019. — AFP 
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People stand outside the anti-corruption cafe. People talk near a cardboard cutout depicting ex-deputy customs chief Rayimbek
Matraimov at the anti-corruption Communa cafe in Bishkek on Dec 5, 2019. 

A musician performs at the Communa cafe.

In a self-styled “anti-corruption cafe” in
Kyrgyzstan’s capital Bishkek, a barista dusts
cinnamon over a stencil, leaving a familiar

portrait staring out from the latte foam. Ex-
deputy customs chief Rayimbek Matraimov’s
likeness is everywhere in the Communa cafe -
on coffee cups, on wall posters, even looming
over customers in the toilet. Matraimov is at
the centre of smuggling and bribery claims
that have brought hundreds onto the streets in
this ex-Soviet nation in Central Asia, many
angered by the murder of the main whistle-
blower in the case in Istanbul. 

Some are hailing the movement, called
UMUT 2020 and based at Communa, as a
hopeful sign in a country with a history of
rowdy opposition-led protests but only spo-
radic civic engagement. This “is a new direc-
tion in our polit ical  culture,” Azamat
Akeneev, a noted economic analyst and
enthusiastic Twitter user, told AFP at an
evening of political poetry at the Communa
cafe earlier this month. 

“We want to pressure the government to
take real measures (against corruption),”
Akeneev said - a point reinforced by demon-
strators holding up football-style yellow cards
during a November 25 rally where

Matraimov’s image featured prominently.
Many are accustomed to corruption in
Kyrgyzstan, a Muslim-majority country of six
million and the second-poorest of the 15
republics that gained independence from the
Soviet Union. 

Two Kyrgyz presidents have been over-
thrown - in 2005 and 2010 - following protest
movements driven in part by anger over graft
and nepotism. But a recently released investi-
gation by three media outlets into contraband,
money-laundering and customs corruption
schemes in the landlocked republic has con-
vinced many that the system which drove
those uprisings remains unchanged.

Whistle-blower murdered 
Matraimov - derided as “Rayim Million”

by his detractors - is accused of having
been involved in wide-scale bribery and
smuggling at the customs office and taking
part in schemes that saw hundreds of mil-
lions of dollars spirited out of the country.
He denies any wrongdoing and has not been
charged with a crime. The Customs Service
has also denied that smuggling exists in its
ranks and noted that Matraimov no longer
holds a position there.

Matraimov has twice been called in by
Kyrgyzstan’s national security service for
questioning triggered by the investigation
carried out by Radio Free Europe’s Kyrgyz
service, local outlet Kloop.kg and the US-
based Organized Crime and Corruption
Reporting Project. He has said he is suing one
of the Kyrgyz journalists that investigated his
family, as well as Shirin Aitmatova, a former
lawmaker who founded the Umut 2020 move-
ment and the Communa coffee bar. 

The media investigation would likely not
have generated such an upswell of indignation
were it not for the murder of its main whistle-
blower in Istanbul on Nov 10. Aierken
Saimaiti, a Chinese national of Uighur her-
itage, had provided documents to journalists
showing he funnelled hundreds of millions of
dollars out of the country in order to benefit a
Uighur business clan engaged in contraband.
He also claimed he facilitated bribes for
Matraimov and other officials. 

Saimaiti fled Kyrgyzstan in 2017 and told
journalists he feared for his life, having
already survived one assassination attempt in
the Central Asian country. He was gunned
down in a hotel garden in central Istanbul just
two weeks before the probe was published.
Turkish police said they have arrested four
people in connection with the shooting. So far
the government’s response to the investiga-
tion’s claims has been mixed.

Political connections 
While activists have applauded

Matraimov’s questioning, many are sceptical
that it will lead to the powerful figure’s
arrest or trigger real reform. Many who
attended the poetry evening at Communa

also raised alarm over the detention on
incitement charges of a popular blogger the
day before the Nov 25 rally. Human Rights
Watch said the accusations against the
blogger, Aftandil Zhorobekov, were a pretext
to punish him “for his controversial posts
about government figures.”  

He has since been released but is under
house arrest. State television has downplayed
the protest and raised doubts over the investi-
gation, while lawmakers have defended
Matraimov in parliament. Aitmatova, the Umut
2020 and Communa coffee founder, said some
in the government are trying to “whitewash”
the image of Matraimov - who is reportedly
connected to members of the country’s politi-
cal elite. 

But she is adamant that Matraimov is a
super-charged “bagman” of the type that
have operated behind the scenes in Kyrgyz
politics for years alongside organised crime
and other vested interests. Until these inter-
ests are uprooted, “Kyrgyzstan will not have a
future,” she said. — AFP 

Owner of the anti-corruption cafe Shirin
Aitmatova.

Danish scientists have managed to extract a
complete human DNA sample from a piece
of birch pitch more than 5,000 years old,

used as a kind of chewing gum, a study revealed
Tuesday. The Stone-Age sample yielded enough
information to determine the source’s sex, what she
had last eaten and the germs in her mouth. It also
told them she probably had dark hair, dark skin and
blue eyes. And genetically, she was more closely
related to hunter-gatherers from the mainland
Europe than to those living in central Scandinavia
at the time, they concluded.

“It is the first time that an entire ancient human
genome has been extracted from anything other
than human bones,” Hannes Schroeder of the
University of Copenhagen, told AFP. Schroeder is
co-author of the study, which was published in the
review Nature Communications. They found the
sample during an archaeological dig at Syltholm, in
southern Denmark, said Tehis Jensen, one of the
other authors. “Syltholm is completely unique,” he
said. “Almost everything is sealed in mud, which
means that the preservation of organic remains is
absolutely phenomenal.”

The researchers also recovered traces of plant
and animal DNA - hazelnut and duck - confirm-
ing what archaeologists already know about the
people who lived there at the time. But they were
not sure why their subject chose to chew the
bark: Whether to turn it into a kind of glue, to
clean her teeth, to stave off hunger - or simply as
chewing gum. — AFP 

A handout photo provided Tuesday shows a 5,700-year-
old type of “chewing gum” made from birch pitch found
during archaeological excavations at Syltholm in south-
ern Denmark. — AFP 

The grass is greener, the sky is cleaner and dozens of
tiny details have been exposed to delight art histori-
ans and inspire the devotion of the faithful. The cen-

tral tableau of the 15th century Ghent Altarpiece - a panel
known as the Adoration of the Mystic Lamb - has
emerged refreshed from a three-year refurbishment. It
has been an object of veneration for the Catholic faithful
of Flanders since 1432, and is a landmark of world art his-
tory visited by tens of thousands every year.

Installed in St Bavo’s Cathedral in the Belgian port city
of Ghent, over the centuries it has survived outbreaks of
iconoclasm and international intrigue. During World War
II it was initially sent to France for safekeeping, only to be
seized on the orders of Adolf Hitler and stored for safety
in a German salt mine. Time took its toll - salt, soot, sweat,
varnish and dust all added to the patina. But now the low-
er half of the altarpiece including the central panel has
been renewed.

“The landscape of the Mystic Lamb has opened up!
Joyous, sunny!” declared restoration leader Helene
Dubois as her team’s painstaking work was revealed to
journalists. “We have rediscovered its virtuosity and
finesse,” she exclaimed. Historians believe the painted
panels, depicting biblical figures and a congregation wor-
shipping the Lamb of God, was produced by brothers
Hubert and Jan Van Eyck.

‘Four ears’ 
As such it is one of the finest examples of medieval

art’s transition from idealized depictions of figures
towards naturalism. For the restoration, it was transferred
from the cathedral to Ghent’s MSK museum and placed
behind a protective window, so visitors could watch the
work take place. The outer panels were restored between
2012 and 2016, and the upper register that sits above the
tableau of the lamb will receive attention in 2021.
Restorers used microscopes to guide their scalpels as
they gently scraped away the grime that had built up over
the centuries across the 20 panel piece that is 4.4 m high.

The paintings were retouched in the 16th century and
this layer has to be removed by hand, for fear that any
solvents would damage the Van Eyck original beneath.
The result is a new look at the painstaking detail of the
brothers’ 12 years of work: Pilgrims are shown with
swollen feet, water drops fall from the fountain of life, sun-
light glints of a knight’s armor.

And at the heart of the main tableau, the Lamb of God
is revealed in its mystic splendor - and with the correct
number of ears. The mid-life touch up had moved the
sheep’s ears, and a partial 1950 refurbishment had

uncovered the originals, meaning that for a while it was
sporting four.

‘Da Vinci of the North’ 
“Removing the repainting has totally modified its

physiognomy. He had a sheep’s head, with his eyes on
the side. Now we see his eyes looking straight ahead of
him,” said restorer Marie Postec. “Today, he has a physi-
cal presence and a gaze that challenges the devotee, the
spectator. He has rediscovered the power of an arresting
gaze,” she said, dubbing the Van Eycks the “Da Vincis of
the north”. The panels will be returned to the cathedral
at the end of next month, and will be displayed in a large
glass-walled case.

The date of the transfer has not been revealed for
security reasons - perhaps reasonable ones. In 1934 two

of the painted panels, known as the “Just Judges” and “St
John the Baptist”, were stolen by a sacristan and the
judges have never been found. At the outbreak of World
War II the church planned to send the altarpiece to the
Vatican for safe keeping, but it ended up in Pau in south-
ern France, as several countries staked their claim to it.

Germany’s Nazi regime seized the work and eventually
hid it in a salt mine to protect it from air raids. The hunt to
retrieve it was depicted in the 2014 film “The Monuments
Men”. The restoration of the upper register - large panels
depicting Christ the King and the Virgin Mary - will wait
until 2021. “This third phase will be the hardest,” Dubois
warned. “There is a lot of overpainting and the embossed
tin brocades are very damaged.” — AFP 

A picture taken on Tuesday shows a detail of the restored original of ‘Adoration of the Mystic Lamb’ altarpiece (1432) by brothers
and Flemish artists Hubert van Eyck and Jan van Eyck at the Museum of Fine Arts Ghent in Ghent. — AFP 
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Women play billiards during a local championship at a sports hall in Yemen’s capital Sanaa on Dec 16, 2019. — AFP photos

Worshippers light candles as they celebrate Saint Barbara’s Day
at the Greek Orthodox Church of Saint Barbara.

A Greek Orthodox Christian woman prepares a pot of
“Barbara”.

Stirring a giant vat in a village in the Israeli-occupied
West Bank, Palestinian Christian Maryam Salem
prepares a special festive dish - not for Christmas,

but the St Barbara’s Day festival. It is celebrated every
Dec 17 in Aboud, which residents believe is the last resting
place of Saint Barbara, a third century woman killed for
refusing to renounce her Christian faith. The special
dessert, named after Barbara and given to hundreds of
people, looks a little like rice pudding but includes wheat,
anise, fennel, cinnamon, almonds, raisins and sugar.

Salem says it takes several days to prepare, starting
with soaking the wheat for 24 hours.  “We cook it and
gradually add the rest of the ingredients and keep stirring
until the ingredients are well mixed,” said Salem, who has
been preparing the dish for the festivities for 12 years. The
exact details of Barbara’s story are disputed but the leg-
end of the story is well-known.

The beautiful daughter of a pagan born in the third
century, she secretly converted to Christianity. Once her
father found out she fled but was eventually caught. Her

furious father murdered her but was struck by lightning
and died shortly after. The pastor of Aboud’s Greek
Orthodox Church, Father Emmanuel Awwad, said some
accounts suggest the final scenes took place in the village,
while others placed them in the city of Baalbek in modern
day Lebanon.

Bagpipes 
Celebrations began before sunset on Monday, with a

special prayer held in the church in the village center.
Afterwards the clergy and local residents, both Christian
and Muslim, marched through the village down streets
flanked by olive trees and cactuses, while a group of
scouts played bagpipes and drums. The march culminated
at the saint’s tomb, located on a rocky hill where on a clear
day you can see through Israeli territory to the
Mediterranean Sea.

There families and visitors lit candles in the darkened
room in honor of the saint. “We ascend to the tomb with a
march befitting the saint’s standing and greatness as a
martyr,” Awwad said. He said the march was “affirming
their affiliation to the land,” referencing Israeli attempts to
take control of the area.

More than 400,000 Israelis live in West Bank settle-
ments, considered illegal under international law, alongside
2.7 million Palestinians. Hanna Khoury, head of the village
council, recalled how in 2002 during the Palestinian intifa-
da, or uprising, Israeli forces blew up the site under the
pretext it was being “used to prepare for commando oper-
ations”. The army later apologized, saying it had not real-
ized the religious significance of the site.

Muslims also eat the Barbara dish after a six-day fast
and on other occasions, noted Hamzah Al-Aqrabawi, a
researcher in Palestinian heritage. “Barbara is a popular
ritual that Palestinian peasants have had for 2,000 years,”
he said. Eight-year-old Riad Zaarour was wrapped in a
traditional Palestinian kuffiyeh, or scarf, as he waited for
the dish. “The best thing in the festival is Barbara. We eat it
and celebrate. I feel happy.” — AFP 

The Yemeni capital Sanaa hosted its first women’s
pool tournament this week since its takeover by
Shiite rebels plunged the country into a devastating

war. Organized by the women’s section of the Yemeni bil-
liard sports federation, the tournament drew 16 partici-
pants, most of them in their 20s, ready to challenge the
taboos of a deeply patriarchal society. Some wore the
niqab, a black veil showing only the eyes, others wore a

headscarf over their hair. 
“Hail to the women that have taken this step despite

the circumstances that we are in because of the war,”
said women’s section head Balqees Husein Rifaat. She
said the rebel administration had not opposed the tour-
nament but rather “encourages” women to take part “in
all fields, including sports and politics”. Balqees said
Yemeni society had opened up a little but acknowledged

there were still many families that refused to allow their
women to take part in sports. “Everyone knows that
women are half of society. How am I half a society if I’m
hiding at home?” 

Even before the war, Yemen was by far the Arab
world’s poorest country. The United Nations says the
conflict between the rebels and a Saudi-led coalition
supporting the beleaguered government has since creat-

ed the world’s worst humanitarian crisis. According to the
UN children’s organization UNICEF, more than 40 per-
cent of Yemeni girls are married before the age of 15 and
three-quarters by 18. The UN Population Fund says the
incidence of child marriage has risen since the war erupt-
ed in 2014. — AFP 

Ayear since bread prices tripled overnight, sparking
protests in the Sudanese town of Atbara, residents
say bakeries are producing more loaves than the

town can eat. In was in the dusty streets of the central
town on the banks of the River Nile that Sudanese demon-
strators held their first rallies against the government’s
decision. The authorities quickly reversed the move, but it
was too late.

The protests swept across the African nation and by
April, they had toppled veteran autocrat Omar Al-Bashir,
in power for three decades. Four months later, after pro-
tracted talks with the country’s military rulers, protesters
and activists won a deal to set up a transitional govern-
ment and pave the way for civilian rule. 

This week in Atbara, residents will celebrate the gains
of their revolution. “There are no problems concerning
bread anymore,” said 45-year-old Magdy Mohammed
Ahmed. He blamed the crisis on “mismanagement during
the previous regime”. “Now every family can get the
amount of bread they want and bakeries in town produce
more than the citizens of the town need,” he said.

To mark the anniversary, the Alliance for Freedom and
Change protest umbrella group will send a train from
Khartoum, recalling those that carried thousands of pro-
testers to the capital at key moments during the uprising.
Bashir’s government had long subsidized fuel, bread and
several other staples. But this was a heavy burden on pub-
lic finances in a country hit by US sanctions and the loss of
oil revenues since South Sudan gained its independence.
In Dec 2018, authorities raised the official price of a 70-

gram loaf from one Sudanese pound to three, prompting a
rush on bakeries and long queues for bread - sparking the
rallies that marked the beginning of the end for Bashir.

‘Proud of our government’ 
Today in Atbara, bread is no longer a hot topic and

there are no more queues outside the bakeries. “Before the
revolution we suffered a lot. Our revolution solved the
(bread) problem for our town,” Noujd el-Shelali, a 35-
year-old agricultural engineer. “We are proud of this gov-
ernment. This is our government.” Bread is so plentiful that
to ensure that everyone gets their fill, residents have set up
a citizens’ committee to distribute it.

“Now we monitor everything, the distribution of flour,
the bakeries, the manufacturing of bread inside the bak-
eries and the selling of bread to the citizens,” said commit-
tee member Imad Abdel Hafez. He said a member of the
committee is present round the clock at bakeries to ensure
that everything runs smoothly. Thanks to this system, said
Heba Alaa Allah, “we said goodbye to the bread crisis in
Atbara”. 

But the young woman, wearing a traditional veil, said
prices of other food items such as meat, fruit and veg-
etable are still too high. Protest leader Said Ahmed
Mokhtar said he hoped this would be resolved soon. “The
people are still suffering,” said the 60-year-old. “But still
there is a possibility to solve all these problems because
we have the revolution.” — AFP 

Greek Orthodox Christians prepare “Barbara” dishes, a sweet
rice pudding made of whole grain wheat and fruit, as they com-
memorate Saint Barbara’s Day in the village of Aboud in the
Israeli-occupied West Bank on Dec 16, 2019. — AFP photos

Sudanese bakers prepare bread at the bakery.

Sudanese bakers prepare bread at a bakery in the town of
Atbara, an industrial town 350 km northeast of Sudan’s capital
Khartoum, on Dec 16, 2019. — AFP photos Sudanese people buy bread at the bakery.

Tourists trampling 
on NZ tranquility
Ever-increasing numbers of tourists are harming

New Zealand’s environment and destroying the
very qualities that make the country an attractive

destination, a parliamentary report warned yesterday.
The South Pacific nation has long marketed itself as
“100 percent Pure” and “clean and green”, but has seen
a huge growth in visitors in recent years, from millenials
snapping selfies at “Lord of the Rings” filming loca-
tions, to climbers, hikers and wildlife enthusiasts.   

The report from parliamentary commissioner for the
environment Simon Upton comes as New Zealand’s
adventure tourism industry is already under intense
scrutiny over last week’s White Island volcanic erup-
tion, which killed 16 international travellers and two tour
guides. Upton said New Zealand - with a population of

4.9 million - attracted almost four million international
visitors annually and the number could treble by 2050.

He said infrastructure was already strained, the envi-
ronment was under pressure and many of the qualities
associated with New Zealand were disappearing. “The
sheer numbers of people are eroding the sense of isola-
tion, tranquility and access to nature that many over-
seas tourists seek when visiting New Zealand,” he said.
“We need to ask: ‘Are we in danger of killing the goose
that laid the golden egg’?”

Upton said New Zealanders were also part of the
problem, pointing out that Kiwis on domestic holi-
days outnumbered overseas tourists at major holiday
spots. He said New Zealanders had become accus-
tomed to the sight of renowned attractions such as
the Tongariro Crossing being “besieged with visitors”
and the problem would only intensify. Upton said for
too long the tourism industry had escaped the envi-
ronmental scrutiny imposed on other sectors such
agriculture and mining.—AFP
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Arrival Flights on Thursday 19/12/2019
Airlines Flt Route Time
IGO 1757 Kochi 00:10
AIC 989 Mumbai 00:10
JZR 254 Amman 00:45
THY 772 Istanbul 00:50
JZR 734 Cairo 00:50
KAC 102 London 00:55
PGT 858 Istanbul 00:55
KAC 504 Beirut 01:05
DLH 625 Dammam 01:30
RJA 642 Amman 01:40
JZR 722 Alexandria 01:55
IGO 1759 Delhi 01:55
KAC 5624 Doha 02:05
UAE 853 Dubai 02:15
ETH 620 Addis Ababa 02:15
GFA 211 Bahrain 02:30
KLM 446 Bahrain 02:30
QTR 1086 Doha 02:40
OMA 643 Muscat 02:55
ETD 305 Abu Dhabi 03:10
MSR 612 Cairo 03:15
LMU 510 Cairo 04:00
QTR 1076 Doha 04:00
IGO 1751 Chennai 04:10
KAC 418 Manila 04:25
OHY 352 Istanbul 04:30
KAC 796 Madinah 04:40
KAC 302 Mumbai 04:40
JZR 406 Kochi 04:45
JZR 702 Asyut 04:50
FDB 069 Dubai 05:00
KAC 358 Kochi 05:10
JZR 404 Hyderabad 05:10
DHX 170 Bahrain 05:10
KAC 784 Jeddah 05:20
KAC 382 Delhi 05:20
JZR 112 Doha 05:35
JZR 216 Jeddah 05:50
KAC 284 Dhaka 05:55
KAC 106 London 06:00
KAC 332 Trivandrum 06:05
JZR 402 Mumbai 06:05
KAC 344 Chennai 06:10
KAC 362 Colombo 06:30
KAC 544 Cairo 07:00
BAW 157 London 07:05
KAC 678 Dubai 07:05
KAC 206 Islamabad 07:10
IGO 1766 Mumbai 07:10
JZR 120 Dubai 07:35
FDB 053 Dubai 07:50
QTR 1084 Doha 08:00
QTR 8511 Doha 08:00
KAC 354 Bengaluru 08:10
KAC 622 Doha 08:30
UAE 855 Dubai 08:35
JZR 102 Bahrain 08:55
ETD 301 Abu Dhabi 08:55
IRA 667 Esfahan 09:00
ABY 125 Sharjah 09:05
KAC 384 Delhi 09:30
KAC 304 Mumbai 09:30
FDB 055 Dubai 09:40
IGO 1753 Ahmedabad 09:40
QTR 1070 Doha 09:45
NIA 361 Alexandria 09:50
JZR 410 Delhi 10:00
SVA 512 Riyadh 10:00
IAW 157A Al Najaf 10:00
GFA 213 Bahrain 10:40
JZR 714 Sohag 10:50
JZR 122 Dubai 11:15
QTR 1074 Doha 11:35
KAC 352 Kochi 11:35
MEA 404 Beirut 11:55
SYR 341 Damascus 12:00
IAW 157 Al Najaf 12:00
GFA 209 Bahrain 12:05
MSR 610 Cairo 12:25
SAW 701 Damascus 12:30
UAE 871 Dubai 12:50
AXB 393 Kozhikode 13:15
QTR 1078 Doha 13:35
KAC 614 Bahrain 13:50
KNE 231 Riyadh 14:10
FDB 059 Dubai 14:20
GFA 221 Bahrain 14:40

FDB 8065 Dubai 14:40
KAC 774 Riyadh 14:40
KAC 672 Dubai 14:40
KAC 742 Dammam 14:45
SVA 500 Jeddah 14:45
KAC 118 New York 14:50
KAC 618 Doha 15:00
KNE 529 Jeddah 15:10
KAC 792 Madinah 15:10
JZR 602 Baku 15:10
ETD 303 Abu Dhabi 15:15
KAC 788 Jeddah 15:25
JZR 222 Riyadh 15:30
OMA 645 Muscat 15:35
KAC 412 Bangkok 15:40
UAE 857 Dubai 15:45
JZR 732 Cairo 15:50
KAC 562 Amman 15:50
ABY 127 Sharjah 15:55
JZR 152 Mashhad 16:00
KNE 531 Jeddah 16:05
JZR 212 Jeddah 16:25
IRA 607 Mashhad 16:25
FEG 241 Alexandria 16:35
QTR 1072 Doha 16:35
KAC 502 Beirut 16:40
JZR 116 Doha 16:40
KAC 546 Cairo 16:45
FDB 051 Dubai 16:45
SAW 705 Damascus 17:00
NIA 461 Sohag 17:20
FEG 341 Sohag 17:20
SVA 510 Riyadh 17:25
GFA 215 Bahrain 17:30
JZR 214 Jeddah 17:45
UAE 875 Dubai 18:00
JZR 302 Istanbul 18:15
FDB 063 Dubai 18:15
JZR 124 Dubai 18:20
KAC 158 Istanbul 18:25
MSR 620 Cairo 18:30
QTR 1080 Doha 18:30
RJA 640 Amman 19:10
KAC 156 Istanbul 19:20
RBG 555 Alexandria 19:25
ABY 123 Sharjah 19:25
NIA 161 Cairo 19:30
GFA 217 Bahrain 19:30
QTR 1090 Doha 19:35
KAC 744 Dammam 19:45
KAC 782 Jeddah 19:50
JZR 104 Bahrain 19:55
FDB 057 Dubai 20:00
KNE 381 Taif 20:00
OMS 225 Muscat 20:05
KAC 776 Riyadh 20:05
OMA 647 Muscat 20:20
KAC 616 Bahrain 20:30
QTR 1088 Doha 20:30
JZR 126 Dubai 20:40
KAC 174 Munich 20:45
DLH 624 Frankfurt 20:55
KAC 674 Dubai 20:55
KAC 542 Cairo 21:00
ALK 229 Colombo 21:20
ETD 307 Abu Dhabi 21:20
MEA 402 Beirut 21:20
UAE 859 Dubai 21:30
GFA 219 Bahrain 21:45
KLM 445 Amsterdam 21:50
KAC 164 MXP 21:55
MSC 501 Alexandria 22:00
RBG 551 Alexandria 22:00
KAC 168 Paris 22:00
KAC 620 Doha 22:00
QTR 1082 Doha 22:05
ETD 309 Abu Dhabi 22:15
AIC 981 Chennai/Ahmedabad 22:25
RBG 213 Sohag 22:30
KAC 786 Jeddah 22:50
BBC 043 Dhaka 23:00
GOW 061 CNN 23:00
JZR 002 LGW 23:05
QTR 1092 Doha 23:10
JZR 128 Dubai 23:15
MSC 415 Sohag 23:15
KAC 676 Dubai 23:20
JZR 736 Cairo 23:30
FDB 071 Dubai 23:40
KAC 564 Amman 23:55

Departure Flights on Thursday 19/12/2019
Airlines Flt Route Time
AIC 976 Goa/Chennai 00:05
SVA 503 Jeddah 00:05
JZR 215 Jeddah 00:05
MSC 406 Sohag 00:15
QTR 1093 Doha 00:25
FDB 072 Dubai 00:35
JZR 409 Delhi 00:50
AIC 990 Mumbai 01:10
IGO 1758 Kochi 01:10
JZR 111 Doha 01:55
PGT 859 Istanbul 02:00
KAC 677 Dubai 02:10
THY 773 Istanbul 02:20
JZR 119 Dubai 02:25
DLH 625 Frankfurt 02:30
KAC 417 Manila 02:30
IGO 1765 Delhi 02:55
ETH 621 Addis Ababa 03:05
UAE 854 Dubai 03:40
KLM 446 Amsterdam 03:55
QTR 1087 Doha 04:00
OMA 644 Muscat 04:00
ETD 306 Abu Dhabi 04:00
KAC 621 Doha 04:05
MSR 613 Cairo 04:15
JZR 713 Sohag 04:30
LMU 511 Cairo 05:00
IGO 1752 Chennai 05:10
QTR 1077 Doha 05:30
OHY 351 Istanbul 05:30
JZR 101 Bahrain 05:50
JZR 121 Dubai 06:35
RJA 643 Amman 06:55
FDB 070 Dubai 07:05
GFA 212 Bahrain 07:15
KAC 413 Bangkok 07:30
KAC 167 Paris 07:35
IGO 1767 Mumbai 08:10
KAC 173 Munich 08:20
FDB 054 Dubai 08:35
JZR 001 LGW 08:35
KAC 163 MXP 09:00
KAC 787 Jeddah 09:00
KAC 501 Beirut 09:00
BAW 156 London 09:10
JZR 731 Cairo 09:10
QTR 1085 Doha 09:30
KAC 545 Cairo 09:30
KAC 157 Istanbul 09:30
JZR 601 Baku 09:30
KAC 671 Dubai 09:35
KAC 561 Amman 09:45
ABY 126 Sharjah 09:45
KAC 101 London 09:45
ETD 302 Abu Dhabi 09:55
JZR 151 Mashhad 09:55
KAC 117 New York 10:00
QTR 8512 Doha 10:00
UAE 856 Dubai 10:00
IRA 606 Mashhad 10:00
KAC 791 Madinah 10:00
KAC 613 Bahrain 10:05
JZR 301 Istanbul 10:05
KAC 773 Riyadh 10:15
KAC 155 Istanbul 10:20
KAC 617 Doha 10:35
FDB 056 Dubai 10:35
IGO 1754 Ahmedabad 10:40
JZR 211 Jeddah 10:40
NIA 462 Sohag 10:50
QTR 1071 Doha 11:00
IAW 158A Al Najaf 11:00
SVA 513 Riyadh 11:00
KAC 741 Dammam 11:05
GFA 214 Bahrain 11:25
JZR 221 Riyadh 12:00
JZR 213 Jeddah 12:00
MEA 405 Beirut 12:55
JZR 115 Doha 13:00
QTR 1075 Doha 13:00
IAW 158 Al Najaf 13:00
SYR 342 Damascus 13:00
GFA 210 Bahrain 13:05
MSR 611 Cairo 13:25
SAW 702 Damascus 13:30

KAC 781 Jeddah 13:30
JZR 123 Dubai 13:40
KAC 541 Cairo 13:45
UAE 872 Dubai 14:15
AXB 394 Kozhikode 14:15
QTR 1079 Doha 15:00
KNE 382 Taif 15:00
FDB 060 Dubai 15:10
GFA 222 Bahrain 15:25
FDB 8066 Dubai 15:40
KAC 775 Riyadh 15:45
KAC 673 Dubai 15:50
SVA 501 Jeddah 16:00
KNE 530 Jeddah 16:00
JZR 125 Dubai 16:00
KAC 743 Dammam 16:05
ETD 304 Abu Dhabi 16:20
KAC 785 Jeddah 16:30
OMA 646 Muscat 16:35
ABY 128 Sharjah 16:35
KAC 615 Bahrain 16:45
JZR 103 Bahrain 16:50
JZR 735 Cairo 16:50
KNE 532 Jeddah 16:55
KAC 283 Dhaka 17:00
KAC 503 Beirut 17:05
IRA 666 Esfahan 17:25
FEG 242 Alexandria 17:35
KAC 619 Doha 17:35
KAC 357 Kochi 17:35
JZR 405 Kochi 17:40
FDB 052 Dubai 17:45
UAE 858 Dubai 17:45
KAC 563 Amman 17:55
QTR 1073 Doha 18:00
SAW 706 Damascus 18:00
KAC 343 Chennai 18:00
NIA 562 Asyut 18:10
KAC 675 Dubai 18:10
JZR 733 Cairo 18:10
FEG 342 Sohag 18:20
SVA 511 Riyadh 18:20
GFA 216 Bahrain 18:20
JZR 127 Dubai 18:35
KAC 301 Mumbai 18:35
JZR 403 Hyderabad 18:40
KAC 381 Delhi 18:45
JZR 721 Alexandria 18:55
FDB 064 Dubai 19:20
JZR 253 Amman 19:20
UAE 876 Dubai 19:30
MSR 621 Cairo 19:30
KAC 691 Muscat 19:30
QTR 1081 Doha 19:55
ABY 124 Sharjah 20:05
RBG 556 Alexandria 20:05
RJA 641 Amman 20:10
GFA 218 Bahrain 20:15
NIA 162 Cairo 20:30
FDB 058 Dubai 20:45
OMS 266 Muscat 20:45
KNE 232 Riyadh 20:50
KAC 333 Trivandrum 20:50
JZR 401 Mumbai 20:55
QTR 1091 Doha 21:00
OMA 648 Muscat 21:20
DLH 624 Dammam 21:45
DHX 171 Bahrain 21:50
QTR 1089 Doha 21:55
JZR 507 KHI 22:00
KAC 203 Lahore 22:15
JZR 701 Asyut 22:15
MEA 403 Beirut 22:20
ETD 308 Abu Dhabi 22:25
ALK 230 Colombo 22:25
GFA 220 Bahrain 22:30
KLM 445 Bahrain 22:50
UAE 860 Dubai 22:55
RBG 552 Alexandria 23:00
MSC 502 Alexandria 23:00
ETD 310 Abu Dhabi 23:05
RBG 214 Sohag 23:10
KAC 783 Jeddah 23:15
KAC 383 Delhi 23:20
QTR 1083 Doha 23:25
KAC 543 Cairo 23:30
KAC 303 Mumbai 23:40

Classifieds
Thursday, December 19, 2019

Automated enquiry
about the CivilID
card is 1889988

Sabah Hospital                                                 24812000

Amiri Hospital                                                  22450005

Maternity Hospital                                         24843100

Mubarak Al-Kabir Hospital                        25312700

Chest Hospital                                               24849400

Farwaniya Hospital                                    24892010

Adan Hospital                                                23940620

Ibn Sina Hospital                                         24840300

Al-Razi Hospital                                            24846000

Physiotherapy Hospital                            24874330/9

Kaizen center 25716707

Rawda 22517733

Adaliya 22517144

Khaldiya 24848075

Kaifan 24849807

Shamiya 24848913

Shuwaikh 24814507

Abdullah Salem 22549134

Nuzha 22526804

Industrial Shuwaikh 24814764

Qadsiya 22515088

Dasmah 22532265

Bneid Al-Gar 22531908

Shaab 22518752

Qibla 22459381

Ayoun Al-Qibla 22451082

Mirqab 22456536

Sharq 22465401

Salmiya 25746401

SHARING ACCOMMODATION

CHANGE OF NAME LOST

I KURUVILLA KOSHY holder of
Indian Passport No. M1040099
issued in Kuwait on 09.09.2014.
Do hereby declare that my giv-
en name is KURUVILLA and sur-
name is KOSHY.

I NEVIN KOSHY KURUVILLA
holder of Indian Passport No.
N9726736 issued in Kuwait on
30.05.2016. Do hereby declare
that my given name is NEVIN
KOSHY and surname is
KURUVILLA.

I NICY VARGHESE holder of
Indian Passport No. K7924090
issued in Kuwait on 7.11.2012.
Do hereby declare that my giv-
en name is NICY and surname is
VARGHESE. (C 5480) 
19-12-2019

I, Aboobacker Siddhique Abdu
Salam, Illathail house, Kallur
679562, Kerala holder of Indian
Passport No. J2019956 issued at
Embassy of India, Kuwait, civil
ID No. 292052901289 hereby
change my name as Abdu
Salam Aboobacker Siddhique
with immediate effect. (C 5478)
17-12-2019

Airlines
Kuwait Airways                                     171
Jazeera Airways                                        177
Wataniya Airways                                22 066 536
Turkish Airlines                                     1884918
American Airlines                                22087425 
Jet Airways                                              22924455
FlyDubai                                                   22414400
Qatar Airways                                        22423888
KLM                                                            22425747
Royal Jordanian                                    22418064/5/6
British Airways                                       22425635
Air France                                                 22430224
Emirates                                                    22921555

112

Sharing accommodation for
Filipino ONLY Farwaniya block
4, near Big Jamiya, available on
December 25, Contact
55571873. 17-12-2019

It is notified for the information
that my Original Examination
Certificate of Senior Secondary
Examination of Year 2016 and
Roll No. 9104559 issued by
CBSE has been actually lost.
Name of the candidate: Micah
Michael Azavedo.
Address/Phone Number: Block
9, Street 22, Building 22, Abraq
Khaitan, Kuwait / +-965-
60423355. (C 5479)c (C 5479)
18-12-2019
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But Islamist opposition MP Mohammad Hayef asked
HH the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-
Sabah about the standards and parameters adopted in
the selection of Cabinet members. He asked the premier
if he had asked for a security report on all those

appointed in the Cabinet.
Opposition MP Riyadh Al-Adasani said he totally

supports calls for Aseeri to quit the Cabinet because
NGOs will be under her, adding that he will take a posi-
tion on this issue. The lawmaker said he will continue to
follow up on major corruption cases like embezzlement,
corruption by the former head of the pension agency,
alleged bribes paid to some MPs and corruption in the
ports fund. He called on the premier to open the files of
MPs in order to find out who has taken money from the
government. Meanwhile, MP Abdulkareem Al-Kandari
called for allocating two hours from the Assembly ses-
sion to debate what he called traffic chaos that has
killed many people, in order to find efficient solutions.

Aseeri denies
resigning over...

Continued from Page 1

The Democratic majority in the House, led by
Speaker Nancy Pelosi, was expected to approve two
articles of impeachment - abuse of office and obstruc-
tion of Congress - after debate running through much
of the day.

“It is tragic that the president’s reckless actions
make impeachment necessary. He gave us no choice,”
said Pelosi, launching the debate. “What we are dis-
cussing today is the established fact that the president
violated the constitution. It is a matter of fact that the
president is an ongoing threat to our national security
and the integrity of our elections,” she said.

The Republican-dominated Senate will then open a
trial in January and is all but certain to acquit the presi-
dent. Trump, arguably the most polarizing US leader in
living memory, was spending the day holed up at the
White House, sending out streams of tweets reflecting
his frustration, anger and predictions of revenge at next
year’s election. “Can you believe that I will be
impeached today by the Radical Left, Do Nothing
Democrats, AND I DID NOTHING WRONG! A terrible
Thing,” Trump said in his opening salvo.

Later he was to fly to the electoral swing state of
Michigan for a rally with thousands of his most loyal
supporters - possibly right around the time of the
House vote. Although impeachment will put an ugly
asterisk by Trump’s name in the history books - along-
side Andrew Johnson in 1868 and Bill Clinton in 1998 -
he predicts the scandal will galvanize his base in the
2020 presidential polls.

On the eve of impeachment, he wrote an extraordi-
nary six-page letter to Pelosi accusing her of an
“attempted coup”, a “charade” and treating him less

fairly than at a witch trial. Republicans in Congress
reject the impeachment unanimously. Democrats over-
whelmingly support, but leaders are sweating over the
possibility that several legislators may break ranks and
vote no out of fear of retribution from pro-Trump vot-
ers in swing districts back home.

Trump is accused of using a delay in delivery of for-
eign aid money to Ukraine to try to force the country to
open a deliberately embarrassing corruption probe into
a main 2020 reelection rival, Democrat Joe Biden. Trump
is also accused of obstructing Congress by refusing to
cooperate with the impeachment investigation, barring
staff from testifying and holding back documentary evi-
dence. “This is about protecting our democracy. These
facts are beyond dispute. The only question now is
whether we are willing to tolerate such conduct,”
Massachusetts Democrat Jim McGovern told the House.

One Democratic legislator who was skeptical about
supporting impeachment, Debbie Dingell from
Michigan, wrote in The New York Times that she’d
finally come around to backing the vote because Trump
poses “a threat to our democracy”. “If we don’t address
this abuse of power, we abdicate our constitutional and
moral responsibility,” she said.

Pelosi has tried to show she is taking the high road in
a saga that has seen both sides, and especially Trump
himself, repeatedly accuse opponents of everything
from treason to stupidity. But she dropped her icy
demeanor after Trump published his lengthy letter,
much of it reading like an extended version of his
stream-of-consciousness tweets. The letter was “really
sick”, she said.

Protests in support of impeachment broke out in sev-
eral cities including New York, Boston, New Orleans and
Los Angeles. Demonstrators waved signs urging
Congress to “Dump Trump” and “Protect our
Democracy”. One Christmas-themed sign wished fellow
protesters a “merry impeachment”. At a gathering of
about 200 protesters outside Congress yesterday, tele-
vision producer Susanna Kanner, 37, said Trump was a
“criminal”. “It’s a sad day for America,” she said.  — AFP 

US House votes on 
impeaching Trump...

KUALA LUMPUR/RIYADH: Leaders from many
Islamic nations including Turkey and Iran gathered in
Malaysia yesterday to tackle issues that have agitated
Muslims worldwide, but the summit was snubbed by
Saudi Arabia and its close ally Pakistan. At a welcome
dinner, Malaysian Prime Minister Mahathir Mohamad
said the Kuala Lumpur Summit would aim to “do some-
thing” to improve the lives of Muslims and overcome
Islamophobia.

“We need to find a way to address our shortcomings,
our dependency on non-Muslims to protect ourselves
against the enemies of Islam,” said Mahathir, 94, the
world’s oldest head of government and one of its most
outspoken. The four-day summit could also address
mounting outrage over China’s camps for Uighur Muslims
in Xinjiang - a subject that will doubtless upset Beijing.

Pakistani Prime Minister Imran Khan, who along with
Mahathir and Turkish President Tayyip Erdogan had
been a prime mover behind the summit, made a belated
decision to skip the meeting. Some Pakistani officials,
unnamed because they are not authorized to speak to
the media, said Khan pulled out under pressure from
Saudi Arabia, though local media reported his officials
denied that was the reason for the absence of the world’s
second most populous Muslim country from the meeting.

Iranian President Hassan Rouhani and Qatari Amir
Sheikh Tamim bin Hamid Al-Thani, whose countries
have tense relations with Saudi Arabia, were at the
gathering in Kuala Lumpur. Saudi Arabia said the sum-
mit was the wrong forum for matters of importance to
the world’s 1.75 billion Muslims, though some analysts
suspected the kingdom feared being diplomatically iso-
lated by regional rivals Iran, Qatar and Turkey.

Saudi state news agency SPA reported that on a call
with Mahathir on Tuesday, Saudi King Salman reaf-

firmed that such issues should be discussed through the
Jeddah-based Organization of Islamic Cooperation
(OIC). A Saudi source said the country declined to
attend because the meeting was not being held under
OIC auspices. The Saudi government’s center for inter-
national communication did not respond to a request
for comment.

‘Weakening of Islam’
OIC Secretary-General Yousf Al-Othaimeen told Sky

News Arabia that it was against the interests of the
Islamic community to convene meetings outside the
aegis of the OIC. He also said the Kuala Lumpur summit
was splintering Islamic solidarity. “Any weakening of the
Organization of Islamic Cooperation is a weakening of
Islam and Muslims,” he said. The absence of Saudi
Arabia, the birthplace of Islam, whose king also hold the
title of Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques in Makkah
and Madinah, underlined divisions in the Muslim world.

“The issue is that you’ve got blocs,” said James
Dorsey, a senior fellow at S Rajaratnam School of
International Studies and Middle East Institute in
Singapore. “You’ve got a Saudi-UAE bloc, Turkey-
Qatari bloc, and Pakistan in the middle trying to hedge
their bets.” Indonesia, with the world’s largest Muslim
population, was represented by Vice-President Ma’ruf
Amin, a cleric overseeing the country’s fight against rad-
icalization and terrorism.

Defending the summit, Mahathir’s office said there
was no intention to create a “new bloc as alluded to by
some of its critics”. “In addition, the summit is not a plat-
form to discuss religion or religious affairs but specifical-
ly to address the state of affairs of the Muslim ummah,” it
said in a statement, using the Arabic term for community.

Speaking to Reuters last week, Mahathir expressed

frustration with the OIC’s inability to forge a united
front and act decisively. The Malaysian leader also
raised the possibility that the alleged mistreatment of
Muslim Uighurs in China’s Xinjiang would be dis-

cussed in Kuala Lumpur. Beijing describes the camps
where Uighur Muslims are being held as “vocational
training centers”, while critics say they are mass
internment camps. — Reuters 

Saudi Arabia, Pakistan snub 
Malaysia’s Muslim summit

PUTRAJAYA, Malaysia: This handout photo taken and released yesterday shows Malaysia’s Prime Minister Mahathir
Mohamad (left) and Turkey’s President Recep Tayyip Erdogan posing for photos ahead of their meeting. — AFP 

LONDON: Britain’s Conservatives have long sought to
exploit an anti-Semitism scandal in the opposition
Labour party, but face accusations they are failing to
confront anti-Muslim sentiment in their own ranks.
Prime Minister Boris Johnson’s party has announced a
long-awaited review into discrimination in the party, led
by psychology professor Swaran Singh, a former mem-
ber of the equalities watchdog.

But it has drawn accusations of being too broad to
address specific and long-running concerns about anti-
Muslim attitudes among Conservatives. The party said
the review would “look at how we can improve our
processes, to make sure that any instances are isolated
and that there are robust processes in place to stamp
them out”. But the Muslim Council of Britain, which
represents hundreds of organizations including
mosques and charities, said it risked being a “white-
wash”. “By broadening the remit and looking at dis-
crimination more generally, it is likely that the review is
pre-programmed to ignore the mounting evidence of
Islamophobia across the Conservative party,” it said.

The MCB previously warned of a “palpable sense of
fear” about bigotry in politics among British Muslims,
who in the 2011 census made up 4.8 percent of the
population of England and Wales. The review was also
criticised by Sayeeda Warsi, a former Conservative
chairwoman and Britain’s first female Muslim cabinet
minister, who has been outspoken on the issue for
years. “There’s no look at what has actually gone on,
there’s no look at the extent of the cases, there’s no
detail of how bad the problem has been and how badly
it’s been dealt with,” she told BBC radio. She also criti-
cized Singh’s appointment, saying that he “believes that
racism itself is a contested term”. Singh did not respond
to a request for comment.

Labour has faced accusations of widespread anti-
Semitism in recent years, which contributed to their

defeat in last week’s general election. But attention has
been shifting to the Conservatives’ record. The
Guardian newspaper last month published details on 25
sitting and former Tory local councillors who, it said,
had posted Islamophobic and racist material on social
media. Posts reportedly included calls for mosques to
be banned, references to Muslims as “barbarians” and
“the enemy within”.

Johnson was accused of fuelling the problem with
an article he wrote last year, when he was foreign min-
ister, saying Muslim women wearing the full face veil
looked like “letter boxes”. The article defended the
right of women to wear what they choose but anti-
racism group Tell MAMA said it had resulted in a “sig-
nificant spike” in anti-Muslim incidents. A poll earlier
this year found some striking views among ordinary
Tory party members.

The YouGov poll for anti-racism group Hope Not
Hate found that 40 percent of Tory members said
Britain should design its post-Brexit immigration policy
to accept fewer Muslims. Thirty-nine percent said
Islamist terrorists reflect a widespread hostility to
Britain among the Muslim community, while 43 percent
said they would prefer not to have a Muslim prime min-
ister. The Conservatives’ campaign for the 2016 London
mayoral election meanwhile drew heavy criticism after
attempting to link the victorious Labour candidate,
Sadiq Khan, to Islamist extremism.

Zero tolerance 
Britain’s Equalities and Human Rights Commission,

for whom Singh previously worked as a commissioner,
is looking into complaints against the Tories. But it has
yet to decide on any formal investigation, as there is
against Labour over anti-Semitism, a spokeswoman
said. During the recent election campaign, Johnson
insisted his party had a “zero tolerance approach” to
incidents of anti-Semitism, anti-Muslim and any other
form of prejudice.

He apologized “for all the hurt and offence that has
been caused” by previous incidents, saying it was
“intolerable”. “It’s so important as a country that we
don’t allow that kind of thing and that’s why we’re
going to have the independent inquiry,” he said. — AFP 

UK PM’s inquiry 
fails to dampen 
anti-Muslim row 

BLUE MOUNTAINS, Australia: Burnt trees are seen after a bushfire in Mount Weison in Blue Mountains, some 120 km
northwest of Sydney, yesterday.  — AFP 

SYDNEY: Australia this week experienced its hottest
day on record and the heatwave is expected to worsen,
exacerbating an already unprecedented bushfire season,
authorities said yesterday. The average nationwide tem-
peratures of 40.9 degrees Celsius on Tuesday beat the
previous record of 40.3 degrees Celsius in Jan 2013, the
Bureau of Meteorology said. “This heat will only inten-
sify further today,” meteorologist Diana Eadie Said.

The heatwave is another alarm bell about global
warming in Australia, where this year’s early and intense
start to regular summer bushfires has heaped pressure
on the Australian government to do more to tackle cli-
mate change. Hundreds of bushfires have been raging
across Australia for months, including a “mega-blaze”
burning north of Sydney, the country’s biggest city.

Smoke from the fires has engulfed Sydney, raising air
pollution to levels so hazardous that leading doctors
have labelled the event a “public health emergency”. At
least three million hectares (7.4 million acres) of land
has been torched across Australia, with six people
killed and about 700 homes destroyed. Scientists say
the blazes have come earlier and with more intensity
than usual due to global warming and a prolonged
drought that has left the land tinder dry and many
towns running out of water.

The fires have sparked climate protests targeting the
conservative government, which has resisted pressure
to address the root causes of global warming in order
to protect the country’s lucrative coal export industry.

Record heatwave 
Record spot temperatures were recorded this week

in Western Australia, where firefighters have also been

battling blazes raging across thousands of hectares of
land. The hot weather then began drifting across the
country’s arid center toward the heavily populated
eastern states, where the most of the bushfires have
raged. Parts of the eastern state of New South Wales, of
which Sydney is the capital, were forecast to reach the
mid-40s Celsius today.

On Saturday parts of Sydney are forecast to tip over
46 degrees Celsius. Turbulent winds of up to 100 km an
hour are forecast to also hit the east coast at the same
time and worsen the blazes. “Over the next few days we
are going to see firefighters, the emergency services
and all those communities close to fires... challenged
with a new threat,” New South Wales fire commissioner
Shane Fitzsimmons said yesterday.

Embers carried by the winds can travel up to 30 km
from a blaze, authorities said. “We are going to have a
number of fronts that are gong to fuel, or escalate the
fires burning, but also the potential to have spot fires
and embers travelling very long distances,” NSW
Premier Gladys Berejinklian warned. 

Yesterday, police evacuated residents from dozens
of homes in the coastal area of Peregian near the popu-
lar tourist hotspot if Noosa in the northeastern state of
Queensland, as an out of control fire threatened prop-
erties. “Fire crews and waterbombing aircraft are work-
ing to contain the fire but firefighters may not be able
to protect every property,” Queensland Fire and
Emergency services said. “You should not expect a
firefighter at your door. Queensland Police Service are
door knocking in the area. Power, water, and mobile
phone service may be lost.”

Prime Minister Scott Morrison last week made a rare
admission that climate change was one of the “factors”
behind the fires. But he defended the government’s
record on emissions reduction and failed to announce
further measures to address the issue. Climate protest-
ers plan to march on Morrison’s official residence in
Sydney this week to rally for change and highlight his
absence as large parts of the country burn. Morrison is
holidaying at an undisclosed location overseas. — AFP 

Australia has 
its hottest day 
on record 
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Tiger Woods the Master as game’s 
compelling act stages major encore
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NEW YORK:  Tiger Woods was the compelling golf
story of 2019, a year when Brooks Koepka completed
an unprecedented double, Ko Jin-young ruled the
women’s game and Matt Kuchar’s reputation as a good
guy took a hit.

It was a minor miracle that Woods was even able
to compete again after undergoing a spinal fusion in
2017, a last ditch attempt to alleviate searing pain
after several less radical back surgeries had proved
ineffective.

That he won again in 2018 at the Tour
Championship, eight months after returning to compe-
tition, was no mean feat, but it merely set the stage for
the main act in April.

In capturing the Masters for his 15th major title,
nearly 11 years after his 14th, Woods scaled a summit at
the age of 43 that many had presumed would prove
too tall an order. Four-times major champion Rory
McIlroy perhaps summed it up best.

“I still to this day think people don’t give himself
enough credit for what he’s been through to get
back to where he is,” said the Northern Irishman.
“To me, if not the best comeback in sports, it’s defi-
nitely one of them.

“I’ve seen him in some pretty tough places. We had
lunch in March of 2017 and he was struggling to get up
and move and walk around. Fast forward two years and
he’s winning the Masters.”

ONE STROKE
Woods used his guile and experience to hunt down

the leaders at Augusta National, hanging within strik-
ing distance before pouncing mercilessly when the
front-runners stumbled. In shooting 13 under par,
Woods compiled 22 birdies and nine bogeys. Four of

those bogeys came at the same hole, the par-four fifth.
Woods eventually triumphed by one stroke, while

10 players finished within three shots, all of whom
could realistically have won had things gone a little dif-
ferently, such is the fine line between victory and no
cigar in a game of inches.

Koepka would have forced a playoff had he holed
an eight-foot putt at the last, but he had to wait only a
month to rectify that disappointment by winning the
PGA Championship at Bethpage Black on New York’s
Long Island. In doing so, Koepka became the first
player to hold back-to back titles in two majors — the
PGA Championship and US Open — at the same time.
He finished the year as the clear world number one,
even if FedEx Cup champion McIlroy controversially
won the PGA Tour’s Player of the Year in a vote of his
peers after a season that included victories for the
Irishman at the Players Championship, Canadian Open
and Tour Championship.

RELENTLESS KO
While Koepka firmly planted his flag as the world

number one, South Korean Ko established herself even
more emphatically as the premier women’s player, win-
ning four times on the LPGA Tour, including two
majors. If Koepka bludgeons a course into submission,
Ko by contrast swings with metronomic accuracy,
splitting fairways with her textbook swing and finding
the heart of greens with relentless precision thanks to
her her pinpoint iron shots.

She hit nearly 80% of greens in regulation, 3%
more than anyone else, a dry statistic to be sure, but
highly significant nonetheless. Off the course, Kuchar
made headlines for the wrong reasons after winning
the Mayakoba Championship in Mexico in late 2018.

With only a vague verbal agreement in place,
Kuchar felt no compunction about paying David ‘El
Tucan’ Ortiz only $5,000 from his first prize of nearly
$1.3 million, evidently feeling he was being rather gen-

erous. Three months later, after being publicly shamed,
Kuchar eventually upped the payout to a more
respectable $50,000, still small change for a man with
career earnings of more than $50 million. — Reuters

MELBOURNE: File photo shows US team captain Tiger Woods (C), US player Zach Johnson (R) and caddy Joe LaCava (L)
speak after Woods won his match on the final day of the Presidents Cup golf tournament in Melbourne on December 15,
2019.—AFP

TWICKENHAM: England’s top rugby union offi-
cial has said the example of South Africa’s World
Cup-winning supremo Rassie Erasmus means they
can avoid rushing into a decision on whether Eddie
Jones will still be in charge for the 2023 edition in
France. Australian coach Jones took England all the
way to this year’s final in Japan, only for his side to
be overwhelmed 32-12 by the resurgent
Springboks in Yokohama last month.

Jones’ current contract runs until 2021 and there
are those who argue the team would benefit from
knowing as soon as possible whether he will be in
charge for the next World Cup.

Bill Sweeney, the chief executive of England’s
governing Rugby Football Union, said in Japan it
would “make sense” for Jones to stay on until 2023.
But with Erasmus having guided South Africa out
of one of the worst periods in their rugby history
to world champions in a mere 18 months and the
recent appointment of Ian Foster as the new coach
of New Zealand on just a two-year contract,
Sweeney insisted Tuesday there was no hurry to
extend Jones’ deal.

“At this stage, why would you do that now?”,
Sweeney told reporters at Twickenham.

“New Zealand have just appointed Foster on a
two-year contract. Erasmus came in 18 months
before the World Cup. Is it better to have someone
in there for the four-year period leading up to it?
“It may well be, more stability, but I wouldn’t say
there is a date in the diary when we have to make a
decision otherwise we’re not going to be ready for
France. “There’s no looming deadline where we
need to make a pressing decision.”

‘A GREAT JOB’ 
Last month’s reverse was England’s third defeat

in four World Cup final appearances, with their
lone success coming when they beat an Australia
side coached by Jones in the 2003 showpiece in
Sydney. But it represented a vast improvement on
their first-round exit on home soil at the 2015 edi-
tion, a performance that led to Jones’ appointment
as England coach following the sacking of Stuart
Lancaster. “He (Jones) has done a great job, a real-
ly good job,” said Sweeney. “From December 2015,
if you look at where we were when he came in he’s
done an outstanding job. 

“But we’ll look at all the various pros and cons
and make a decision on what is in the best interests
of England rugby forward.”

Sweeney added: “If it’s the right thing for him to
stay, if he wants to stay and we want him to stay
then it’ll go that way. “If there are any reasons why
not, it’ll go that way. I wouldn’t say it is a case of
waiting for a year or 18 months.” Jones is a notori-
ously demanding coach but Sweeney said a two-
day tournament debrief after the World Cup, which
featured anonymous input from 27 of the 32-man
squad in Japan, had been “overwhelmingly posi-
tive”. “The review was very supportive,” Sweeney
added. “He and I sat down and talked on a number
of occasions. He (Jones) is away at the moment, he’s
in Japan. “At the moment he’s contracted through
and fully committed to seeing out the contract until
2021 and we’ll take it from there.” England’s next
match will be their Six Nations opener away to
France in Paris on February 2. — AFP

England buoyed by 
Erasmus amid
Jones post-2021
uncertainty

S Korean Ko established herself even more emphatically as premier women’s player

By Abdellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: Kuwait National Water Polo team lost its
classification match for places 17 to 20 of FINA World
Men’s Junior Water Polo Championship, Kuwait 2019
against Uzbekistan 9-23 yesterday. Kuwait’s goals were
scored by Mubarak Dashti (5), Abdallah Jassim (2),
Mohammad Ashkanani and Saud Al-Otaibi.

Also in the same stage Brazil beat Iran 11-8, then for
places 13 to 16 Russia defeated China 19-7, and South
Africa defeated Egypt 8-7 for places from 9 to 12,
Hungary defeated New Zealand 20-4 and Canada
defeated Australia 11-8. Kuwait will play Iran today for
the 19 and 20th places, while Uzbekistan will play Brazil
for 17th and 18th. Russia will face South Africa for 13
and 14th and China against Egypt for 15th and 16th.

Hungary will play Canada for 9 and 10th and New
Zealand will play Australia for 11 and 12th.

Meanwhile the deciding round for the second and
third place finishers in the first groups round resulted in
Croatia defeating New Zealand 15-6, Montenegro
defeated Hungary 15-4, Japan defeated Australia 11-10
and USA defeated Canada 12-6.

Kuwait Swimming Federation Secretary Thamer Al-
Shamroukh said the major success of the tournament
was due to the support of the Public Authority for
Sport, and pointed to the role of the Deputy Director
General for constructions at PAS Sheikh Humoud Al-
Mubarak in caring for the facility that is hosting the
event. Al-Shamroukh said the federation acted as a
team in preparing for the championship which came out
in a distinguished technical level, in addition to its orga-

nizational success.
He also appreciated the efforts of health, information

and municipality ministries which contributed to
removing all obstacles the organizing committee faced.

Al-Shamroukh said Kuwait Federation will start
preparing for organizing the swimming event with the
Gulf games to be hosted by Kuwait next April, adding
that the federation will work hard to develop the swim-
ming, diving and water polo games.

The Greek team coach Theo Lorantos said his team
is under tremendous pressure because it is the current
title holder, adding that it is very difficult to repeat win-
ning the title. He said there is not a clear candidate to
win gold in the presence of several good teams, adding
that though his team does not fear others, it does
respect all competitors.

Kuwait to play for 19 and 20 places

KUWAIT: President of International
School Sport Federation Laurent
Petrynka valued Kuwait’s high ranking
representations at the 10th General
Assembly and the 8th Executive
Technical Committee meeting of the
Federation being held in Pattaya City,
Thailand. Kuwait is represented by
Deputy Chairman of Kuwait School
Sports Federation Waleed Ayesh, and
Secretary General Dr Ahmad
Abdelhameed.

Petrynka lauded Kuwait’s roles among

the presence of a large number of coun-
tries, in which several meetings were
held to coordinate and discuss working
methods in addition to preparing some
decisions and organize several champi-
onships at both international and Asian
levels. Several countries including China,
Thailand, Kazakhstan and Malaysia
expressed their wish to host some of the
upcoming events.

Meanwhile elections of the Asian
School Sports Federation were post-
poned until March.

LAS VEGAS: Tyson Fury says he is will-
ing to take up fellow Briton Anthony
Joshua’s offer of sparring to prepare for
his February rematch with WBC heavy-
weight champion Deontay Wilder.

Fury is set to face American Wilder
on Feb. 22 in Las Vegas after the pair
battled to a draw last December, a result
that saw Wilder retain his title. “I would
love to have you in camp, work out for
this fight and give Deontay Wilder a
proper beating,” Fury posted on
Instagram on Tuesday.

“I hope you mean it, as I’d love to
have you in training camp with me.
When I do beat Wilder I will fight you
AJ, no problem.” Earlier this month, Fury
split with trainer Ben Davison and
teamed up with Javan ‘Sugar’ Hill.

Joshua, who reclaimed the IBF, WBA,
WBO and IBO titles with his victory
over Andy Ruiz Jr this month, made the
offer as he said the 31-year-old would
be more likely to agree to fight him at a
later date.

“I think honestly he might beat Wilder
next time,” Joshua told Sky Sports News.
“I think Fury would fight me quicker than
Wilder would, so if that’s the case I want
him to win. Imagine that fight on British
soil. “If Tyson needs me, I’ll go out and
spar with him to get him ready for Wilder.”
For the first title defence of Joshua’s sec-
ond stint as world champion he is likely to
face unbeaten Ukrainian Oleksandr Usyk,
the WBO’s mandatory challenger, or
Bulgarian Kubrat Pulev — the mandatory
challenger for the IBF. —Reuters

Kuwait partakes in technical
committee meeting for Asian
School Sports

Fury accepts Joshua’s 
sparring offer ahead 
of Wilder rematch

Tyson Fury
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Social media highlights Transylvanian 
cricketer, #PhiresideWithPhil, China rows

PARIS: From a Transylvanian cricketer to Phil Mickelson
interviewing his mother and the Houston Rockets causing
controversy in China, social media was packed with high-
lights throughout the year.
AFP Sport looks at some of the key moments of 2019:

FAMOUS FLORIN 
Romanian cricketer Pavel Florin shot to fame due to his

unorthodox bowling technique during July’s European
Cricket League. The video of the 40-year-old
Transylvanian bodyguard has been watched more than
535,000 times on Twitter. “Maybe someone says my
bowling is not beautiful or not effective but I don’t care,
because I love cricket,” he said after his style of a few gin-
gerly-taken steps followed by gentle, optimistic lobs at
batsmen became a hit. Florin, who featured for Cluj Cricket
Club during the competition, ended the year playing for
Surrey Hills in Australia and registered more than 17,000
views of a video of him playing ‘Down Under’.  

GRANDFATHERS KANE AND LEBRON 
July also saw a flurry of athletes, teams and organisa-

tions posting images to Twitter and Instagram with
FaceApp — which aged the individuals who were pho-
tographed. Tottenham ran an extensive thread which
included a bearded Harry Kane, a wrinkle-faced Dele Alli
and Son Heung-min with hints of white hair. The NBA’s
LeBron James and Stephen Curry also posted photos of
themselves a few decades older thanks to the application
which have received more than 3.5 million likes on

Instagram. The Russian-made app was then investigated
by security authorities in the EU for threats posed by the
platform which might affect users’ personal data.

MISCHIEVOUS MENDY 
France defender Benjamin Mendy’s 1.3m Twitter follow-

ers were treated throughout the year to witty comments
from the Manchester City left-back who was recovering
from a knee injury. Tweets included a joke saying he was
working as Kylian Mbappe’s agent and comparing Kevin
De Bruyne’s young son to City team-mate Oleksandr
Zinchenko. However, he was in hot water with coach Pep
Guardiola in February after adding a Hong-Kong geo-
location to an Instagram story when the left-back was in
Paris. “It will definitely not be okay if he is in Hong Kong,”
Guardiola said in February. Later in the year, Mendy was
the subject of further controversy after fellow City squad
member Bernardo Silva was charged with misconduct
after comparing the wing-back to a black cartoon charac-
ter in a tweet.

MICKELSON’S FIREPLACE STORIES
Five-time major winner Phil Mickelson gained more

than 700,000 followers during his first 12 months on
Instagram mainly down to his #PhiresideWithPhil video
series. Guests, normally alongside Mickelson in front of a
fireplace, included actor Larry David, four-time Ryder Cup
champion Padraig Harrington and Mickelson’s parents on
separate occasions.  His mother Mary was his first inter-
viewee who recalled a story about the 49-year-old spend-

ing Thanksgiving as a teenager on a golf course which
ended, as often is the case with the videos, with a refer-
ence to Mickelson’s calf muscles.

OZIL CRITICISES CHINA
Former Germany midfielder Mesut Ozil expressed sup-

port for Uighurs in China and criticised Muslim countries
for their failure to speak up for them in December to
47.5m combined followers on Twitter and Instagram. The
posts led Chinese state television to pull their broadcast of
a game between Arsenal and Manchester City and Beijing
accusing Ozil of being ‘deceived by fake news’.

ROCKETS STIR UP HONG KONG CONTROVERSY 
China was involved in social media controversy earlier

in the year as well after the Houston Rockets’ general man-
ager Daryl Morey ignited a firestorm tweeting an image
captioned “Fight for Freedom. Stand with Hong Kong.”
Beijing denied it had demanded the NBA to fire Morey
after local broadcasters had refused to air a pre-season
friendlies between the Los Angeles Lakes and Brooklyn
Nets in Shenzhen and Shanghai.

2020: TIKTOK’S TIME?
Video-based platform TikTok has seen its user base

more than double to 14.3 million since 2016 with a
majority of them under 30 years old. The NBA and MLB
already have ‘fans’ on the  most downloaded app for the
first three months of 2019 which has users uploading
videos of between three and 15 seconds. —AFP Pavel Florin

SPORT IN 2019

Twelve big moments in pictures of 2019

MEGAN RAPINOE

PARIS: The action was spectacular, exciting and colourful for 12 months around the globe, but the thrilling and sometimes surprising images also caught the wider significance of modern sport. 

Megan Rapinoe lapped up the rapturous reception
when the US women’s football team appeared in New York
on July 2 two days after winning the World Cup. Rapinoe
stood out on and off the field in France. She talked elo-
quently with her boots as she captained the United States
and finished as the tournament’s joint top scorer. Off the
field, Rapinoe, a campaigner for LGBT rights and gender
equality, spoke out, attracting even wider attention as she
stood up to President Donald Trump which did not diminish
the reception she received when the team returned home.   

SIYA KOLISI

Siya Kolisi stood tall as he showed off the Rugby World
Cup trophy at a victory parade in Soweto on November 7.
Kolisi, South Africa’s first black captain, had led the
Springboks to victory five days earlier in Yokohama. Less
than a month after Chester Williams, the sole non-white in
South Africa’s first World Cup triumph in 1995 died at 49,
Kolisi, prop Tendai ‘The Beast’ Mtawarira and wingers
Cheslin Kolbe and Makazole Mapimpi were key members
of the team. 

LIVERPOOL

Liverpool did not walk alone as they won Europe’s top
club competition for the sixth time. A tepid final in Madid
was effectively settled by a controversial penalty award in
the second minute. After that Tottenham were powerless
against a defence martialed by the magisterial Virgil van
Dijk. The most memorable moment came at home at
Anfield in the semi-final on May 1 when the Reds, trailing
3-0 from the first leg deficit, beat mighty Barcelona 4-0.
The Kop roared and their team responded. 

LEWIS HAMILTON

Lewis Hamilton had something to spare as he clinched
his sixth Formula One driver’s title at the US Grand Prix
with two races left in the season. Mercedes started strong-
ly, winning the first six races, with Hamilton taking four of
them. Even when the Ferraris were faster and their 21-
year-old starlet Charles Leclerc collected four straight
pole positions, Hamilton kept finding a way to win. He end-
ed the season with 11 victories in the 21 races to collect a
third straight title. He is now just one world title behind the
all-time mark of Michael Schumacher.

ELIUD KIPCHOGE

SIMONE BILES

Simone Biles sparkled again at the gymnastics world champi-
onships in Stuttgart in October. She won five more golds to take
her tally to a record 25. Biles unveiled two fresh and complex
elements, sparking debate after the international gymnastics fed-
eration assigned the moves relatively low values arguing that
they did not want other gymnasts to endanger themselves imi-
tating the American. The triumph came in a tough year which
saw Biles speak about being abused by former US team doctor
Larry Nassar. The 22-year-old American has suggested that she
will retire after the Tokyo Olympics next year. 

TIGER WOODS

Tiger Woods showed he still has claws as he tore
through the field on the final round at the Masters on April
14 to win his first major in 11 years. The 43-year-old
Woods started the final day clad in his famous Sunday red
and two shots behind Francesco Molinari. Over the last
seven holes, five other men held or shared the lead. Only
Woods held his nerve as he won his 15th major and fifth
Masters. The rest of the season was more of the struggle,
but Woods had proved he can still perform on the biggest
Sundays

BEN STOKES

Ben Stokes stooped to conquer. Returning to the England
team after a ban following a brawl in 2017, he started the World
Cup with runs, wickets and an astonishing catch to win man of
the match. From there, his year just got better. In the final against
New Zealand, he made 84 not out to earn England a tie, helped
by a bizarre incident when he was hit by a fielder’s throw as he
dived for a run, deflecting the ball for four overthrows. England
won on tiebreak. Stokes was man of the match. In the Ashes, he
clobbered an unbeaten 135, to claw England back from the brink
in the third Test at Headingley.     

STEVE SMITH

Steve Smith climbed off the canvas to eclipse even
Stokes in the Ashes. The former Australian captain, also
returning from a ban, was flattened by England fastest
bowler Jofra Archer in the second Test and missed the
third, the ‘Stokes Test’. But he still finished the series with
774 runs in four Tests — 333 more than the next highest
scorer, Stokes — at an average of 110.57 as he ground
down England’s bowlers and ensured Australia drew the
series and retained the Ashes.   

DJOKOVIC, FEDERER, WIMBLEDON

Novak Djokovic and Roger Federer pushed the limits as
they fought out a dazzling heavyweight men’s final at
Wimbledon. At 4 hours, 57 minutes it was the longest
Wimbledon final. It only ended as soon as it did because of
the first ever fifth-set tie-break in a Wimbledon final.
Djokovic retained his title, 7-6, 1-6, 7-6, 4-6, 13-12, after
saving two championship points. It was his 16th Grand
Slam title. Only Federer (20) and Rafael Nadal (19) have
more. Between them the three have now won the last 12
Grand Slams. 

JAPAN

Japan were refreshing hosts at the World Cup. They
brightened the competition with their high-energy running
rugby, upsetting both Ireland and Scotland to reach the
last eight for the first time  before bowing out to eventual
winners South Africa in the quarter-finals. Indeed, their
bowing also attracted attention. Japanese teams and fans
have acquired a reputation for tidying up after themselves
when they play away. As hosts, they also set a good exam-
ple, as other teams copied their habit of bowing to fans.   

LINDSEY VONN

Lindsey Vonn finished her career by collecting yet anoth-
er medal. The American speed queen said her body was too
battered to continue her pursuit of Ingemar Stenmark’s
record of World Cup victories, but at the end of another
injury-hit season she was still quick enough at 34 to claim an
eighth World Championship medal in the downhill in Are,
Sweden. She skied 19 seasons and won 82 World Cup races,
both records for women. She won races in five disciplines
and she always brought style and elan to events.  — AFP     

Eliud Kipchoge’s run on October 12 in a Vienna park might
have been carefully stage managed, yet it was still a momentous
and emblematic feat. The Kenyan became the first person to
complete a timed run over the marathon distance in under two
hours. After narrowly missing in 2017, he beat the symbolic mark
by almost 20 seconds. He also bettered the world record by two
minutes but did not break it. Because he ran behind a pace car,
was escorted by a rotating phalanx of pace makers and had no
competition, the official record remains a relatively leisurely
2:01:39, set by Kipchoge in Berlin 2018. 
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Malkin notches 400th career 
goal in Penguins’ win over Flames

CALGARY: Two second-period goals and the 400th tally
of Evgeni Malkin’s career lifted the visiting Pittsburgh
Penguins past the Calgary Flames 4-1 on Tuesday. Malkin,
Kris Letang, Bryan Rust and John Marino each had a goal
and an assist for Pittsburgh, which won its third straight
and improved to 13-3-1 against the Western Conference.
Johnny Gaudreau scored for Calgary, which lost its second
in a row following a seven-game winning streak. Cam
Talbot stopped 29 Penguins shots. Malkin became the
eighth active player and fourth player in Penguins history
to reach 400 goals, joining Pittsburgh greats Mario
Lemieux, Sidney Crosby and Jaromir Jagr. Penguins goal-
tender Tristan Jarry made 33 saves. He has won five of his
past six starts, allowing a total of eight goals.

PREDATORS 8, ISLANDERS 3
Nick Bonino’s go-ahead goal late in the second period

was the third in a string of seven unanswered tallies by
Nashville, which stormed back to for the win in Uniondale,
NY. The Predators trailed 3-1 before scoring the final four
goals of the second period and all three goals in the third.
Craig Smith scored twice for Nashville, while Filip
Forsberg started the flurry in the second period, and
Rocco Grimaldi scored the final goal of the second, before
Calle Jarnkrok, Roman Josi and Ryan Johansen scored in
the third. Brock Nelson, Derick Brassard and Casey
Cizikas scored in unanswered fashion for New York in a
span of just over five minutes early in the second period.
Goalie Thomas Greiss took the loss after allowing five
goals on 15 shots. Semyon Varlamov finished up and made
six saves on nine shots in the third.

KINGS 4, BRUINS 3 (OT)
Anze Kopitar scored the game-winner 3:23 into over-

time as Los Angeles stunned host Boston. Matt Roy tied
the game late, and Blake Lizotte and Adrian Kempe also
scored for the Kings, who won for the fourth time in their
past five games (4-0-1). Jonathan Quick made 37 saves.
Danton Heinen had a goal and an assist, and Patrice
Bergeron and Brandon Carlo also tallied as the Bruins lost
for the sixth time in their past seven (1-4-2). Tuukka Rask
stopped 23 shots.

LIGHTNING 4, SENATORS 3 (OT)
Anthony Cirelli scored on a breakaway with 19 seconds

remaining in overtime to lead Tampa Bay to a win over vis-
iting Ottawa. With the five-minute session winding down,
the speedy Cirelli stole the puck from Ottawa’s Thomas
Chabot in the defensive end, raced past Nick Paul and
shoveled in his seventh tally for the Lightning, who
improved to 3-3 in overtime. Brayden Point notched a goal
and an assist, and Nikita Kucherov and Cedric Paquette
netted goals for Tampa Bay, which started a stretch of four

games in seven days. Ottawa’s Anthony Duclair notched
his club-best 19th goal, and Mark Borowiecki and Connor
Brown also scored. Chris Tierney contributed two assists
in his 400th career game.

CANADIENS 3, CANUCKS 1
Tomas Tatar scored a goal for the fourth straight game,

and he and Shea Weber notched power-play goals in the
opening 3:25 of the third period as Montreal broke a tie
and defeated host Vancouver. Nick Cousins also scored,
and Max Domi and Joel Armia each had two assists for the
Canadiens, who opened a seven-game trip by improving
to 8-4-3 on the road. Montreal goaltender Carey Price
made 38 saves to post his 335th career victory, passing
Cam Ward for 23rd place on the NHL’s all-time wins list.
Adam Gaudette scored for the Canucks, who lost for the
fourth time in five games. Jacob Markstrom stopped 27 of
30 shots.

HURRICANES 6, JETS 3
Sebastian Aho collected two goals and an assist, and

Andrei Svechnikov scored a lacrosse-style goal as
Carolina breezed to a victory at Winnipeg. Captain Jordan
Staal scored twice, Lucas Wallmark added a power-play
tally and Petr Mrazek finished with 30 saves for the
Hurricanes, who improved to 5-0-1 in their past six games.
Dougie Hamilton contributed three assists, and Nino
Niederreiter had two helpers. Winnipeg’s Mark Scheifele
scored his team-leading 16th goal to extend his point
streak to seven games, and Patrik Laine and Jack Roslovic
also tallied. 

MAPLE LEAFS 5, SABRES 3
Auston Matthews scored two goals, and Toronto held

on to defeat visiting Buffalo. Frederik Andersen made 27
saves for the Maple Leafs, who are 8-4-0 under new
coach Sheldon Keefe. Frederik Gauthier added a goal and
an assist, Dmytro Timashov scored a goal, and Ilya
Mikheyev had a short-handed empty-net goal for Toronto.
Tyson Barrie added two assists. Jack Eichel and Rasmus
Dahlin each had a goal and an assist for Buffalo, and Kyle
Okposo scored a goal. Victor Olofsson had two assists.
Eichel extended his points streak to 17 games, during
which he has 16 goals and 15 assists. Linus Ullmark made
28 saves for Buffalo.

FLYERS 4, DUCKS 1
Claude Giroux and Sean Couturier each had a goal

and an assist while David Kase and Jake Voracek
added one goal apiece to lift host Philadelphia past
Anaheim. Goaltender Carter Hart stopped a season-
high 40 shots as Philadelphia snapped a three-game
losing streak. The Flyers were outscored 14-5 in those

three road losses against the Colorado Avalanche,
Minnesota Wild and Winnipeg Jets. Rickard Rakell
scored the lone goal for the Ducks. Goaltender John
Gibson kept Anaheim close the entire game until a late
empty-net goal, making 27 saves.

BLUE JACKETS 5, RED WINGS 3
Pierre-Luc Dubois scored the go-ahead goal early in

the third period, Kevin Stenlund scored his first career
goal, and Columbus won at Detroit. Cam Atkinson, Oliver
Bjorkstrand and Gustav Nyquist also scored for the Blue
Jackets while Joonas Korpisalo made 18 saves. Adam
Erne scored his first two goals of the season for the Red
Wings. Tyler Bertuzzi had the team’s other goal, and
Jonathan Bernier made 34 saves.

GOLDEN KNIGHTS 3, WILD 2
Tomas Nosek scored what scored what proved to be

the game-winning goal early in the third period, and
Marc-Andre Fleury made 24 saves to lead Vegas past
Minnesota in Las Vegas. Shea Theodore and Chandler
Stephenson also scored goals, and Mark Stone added two

assists for Vegas. The Golden Knights improved to 8-2-1
in their past 11 games while winning their third in a row. It
was the 453rd career victory for Fleury, moving him with-
in one of Curtis Joseph for sixth place in NHL history.
Mats Zuccarello and Zach Parise scored for the Wild, who
lost for the first time in their history in four games played
at Las Vegas. Alex Stalock finished with 26 saves.

COYOTES 3, SHARKS 2
Taylor Hall’s addition to Arizona provided an immedi-

ate payoff, as he set up Oliver Ekman-Larsson’s late
game-winning goal in a road victory over San Jose. Hall,
the former Hart Trophy winner acquired via trade from
the New Jersey Devils on Monday, beat Sharks defense-
man Brenden Dillon to the puck deep in the offensive
zone and then fed a pass to Ekman-Larsson to convert
with just 2:37 remaining in the game. Goaltender Darcy
Kuemper made 26 saves for the Pacific Division-leading
Coyotes, who also got goals from Carl Soderberg and
Derek Stepan. Tomas Hertl scored twice, and Aaron Dell
stopped 16 shots for the Sharks, who have just one victo-
ry in their past eight games (1-6-1). —Reuters

TORONTO: Jeff Kinner #53 of the Buffalo Sabres absorbs a big hit from Travis Dermott #23 of the Toronto Maple
Leafs during an NHL game at Scotiabank Arena in Toronto, Ontario, Canada. The Maple Leafs defeated the
Sabres 5-3. —AFP

XIAMEN: Dong Fangzhuo smiles at the memory. It
was Christmas, he was far from home and legendary
Manchester United manager Alex Ferguson took pity
on him by arranging a holiday get-together.

The one-time Chinese star told the story to AFP in
the coastal city of Xiamen, where the 34-year-old
former United striker is coaching children, some with
special needs.

Dong admits that his time at Old Trafford from
2004 to 2008 was a tale of injury, crippling shyness
and ultimately unfulfilled potential. But he has no
regrets, calling it “a dream” to join the club he sup-
ported, and is discovering a new-found joy in passing
on his football knowledge to China’s next generation
at the Dong Fangzhuo Football Club.

Some are barely old enough to kick a ball, some
have physical limitations, but they know Dong’s story.
Dong arrived in Manchester as a teenager without a
word of English and stayed with a host family, using
hand signals to communicate. He remains in contact
with them. He would make only one Premier League
appearance, in 2007, when he played up front in a 0-
0 draw at Chelsea alongside current United boss Ole
Gunnar Solskjaer. The young Dong joined a squad
containing the likes of Cristiano Ronaldo, Ryan Giggs
and Ruud van Nistelrooy and he still talks glowingly
of manager Ferguson. “The relationship between me
and him — the relationship between him and all the
Manchester United squad — was more like father
and son,” Dong said in Chinese, although he speaks
and understands basic English.

The good-natured Dong remembers well
Ferguson’s thoughtful act for what was the striker’s
first Christmas in Britain. “He worried that I had
nowhere to go because everyone might be celebrat-
ing with family so he arranged for someone he knew
to invite me to celebrate with his friend,” Dong said.
“As well as helping me on the training ground,
Ferguson helped me a lot in life.”

Dong was loaned to Royal Antwerp for a pro-
longed spell soon after arriving at United and gave a
glimpse of his potential with 30 goals in 53 matches.
He is aware of the claims that United bought him just
to sell shirts in China, but counters that the club
brought him back from Belgium in 2007 as proof
they valued him on the pitch.

“I don’t deny that a good player has his commer-
cial value, but if he can’t meet the requirements on
the field, he has no value,” Dong said. Backing up that
assertion, in 2006 Ferguson praised Dong’s “speed
and physicality”. The next year came his first taste of
Premier League and Champions League football.

But Dong admits that shyness and injuries, prima-
rily a knee problem, ruined any hopes of making it at
United. He left the club in 2008 to return to Chinese
football, and retired aged 30.—AFP

Former Man Utd
star Dong finds
calling in coaching
Chinese kids

Power-play success pushes Canadiens past Canucks

NEW DELHI: Many of the world’s top cricketers will be
among 332 players going under the hammer when the
Indian Premier League holds its auction today.

Here are five players who could break the bank when
the eight teams in the Twenty20 tournament place their
bids in Kolkata:

GLENN MAXWELL (AUSTRALIA) 
Explosive hitter Maxwell surprised the cricketing world

when he recently took a short break because of mental
health issues.  He returned to club cricket last month and
put his name in the IPL auction having played previously
for Kings XI Punjab, Mumbai Indians and Delhi Daredevils
(now Capitals). Maxwell has scored 1,397 runs in the IPL

at an average of 22.9 at a rapid strike rate of 161.13. He is
one of the five Australians to have their base price set at
20 million rupees ($282,000).

EOIN MORGAN (ENGLAND) 
Having led England to their first 50-over World Cup in

July,  fast-scoring Morgan will be a hot property again
having set his base price at 15 million rupees ($212,000).
Morgan last played for Kings XI Punjab in 2017 and went
unsold last year, but that is unlikely to happen again given
his exploits in the World Cup which included a world
record 17 sixes in blasting 148 off 71 balls against
Afghanistan.

JASON ROY (ENGLAND) 
South African-born batsman Roy was a key to

England’s World Cup success with a hundred and four
half-centuries.  Rated as one of the game’s most destruc-
tive limited-overs openers Roy could trigger a bidding
war given his rapid strike rate of more than 145 in
Twenty20s and a base price of 15 mil l ion rupees
($212,000). He played previously for the now-defunct
Gujarat Lions and Delhi Capitals as well as enjoying suc-
cessful stints in South Africa’s Mzansi Super League and
the Pakistan Super League.

TABRAIZ SHAMSI (SOUTH AFRICA) 
Shamsi has emerged as South Africa’s first-choice limit-

ed-overs spinner since Imran Tahir’s retirement from ODIs.
The left-arm bowler’s unusual wicket celebrations include
the magician’s trick of turning a handkerchief into a stick,
with online footage of his exploits going viral. “The most
important thing is still the bowling,” he said. “If there are
no wickets, there are no celebrations.” Playing for the Paarl
Rocks in the domestic Mzansi Super League, Shamsi has
had many opportunities to perform the sleight of hand,
taking 14 wickets in nine matches and he has set his base
price at a modest five million rupees ($70,000). 

SHIMRON HETMYER (WEST INDIES) 
Hetmyer is fast building a reputation as the new big-hit-

ting weapon to take over from the now-retired Chris Gayle
and the 22-year-old would have done no harm to his auction
price with a sparkling career-best 139 in the West Indies’
one-day international win against India on Sunday. The left-
hander, whose release by the Virat Kohli-led Royal
Challengers Bangalore may yet turn out to be a huge mis-
take, toyed with the Indian bowling. Hetmyer smashed 11
fours and seven sixes during his 106-ball blitz, but denied
that he had an eye on the auction.  “I wasn’t thinking about
that too much, said Hetmeyer who should see plenty of inter-
est at a base price of five million rupees ($70,000). — AFP

Big hitters and 
a magician: Five 
to watch in the 
IPL auction

CAPE TOWN: Cricket South Africa have appointed
former test stalwart Jacques Kallis as batting consultant
ahead of the four-test series with England, while Charl
Langeveldt is set to be added to the technical team to
coach the bowlers.

Kallis, one of the game’s great all-rounders, will be
reunited with head coach Mark Boucher and director of
cricket Graeme Smith after the trio played leading roles
on the pitch in helping South Africa to the number one
ranking across all three formats.

South Africa have struggled with the bat in five-day
cricket in 2019, having only passed 300 once in their
last 10 innings at home to Sri Lanka and away in India.
They failed to reach 200 five times.

The retirement of Smith, Kallis, Hashim Amla and AB
de Villiers in recent years has decimated the South
African top order and Boucher will lean on his former
teammate to improve their fortunes.

Kallis played in a combined 519 international match-
es, scoring 25,534 runs and taking 577 wickets. He
retired from all forms of international cricket in 2014
after amassing 62 international centuries.

Langeveldt is also set to be added to the coaching
setup after the Bangladesh Cricket Board (BCB) said on
Wednesday the former paceman had been released
from his role of bowling coach.

The BCB said it had received a request from Cricket
South Africa (CSA) to release Langeveldt, who took up
the Bangladesh role in July on a two-year contract. “I
can confirm that we have received a formal request for
his release,” BCB CEO Nizam Uddin Chowdhury said in
a statement.

“We value our strong cricketing relationship with
CSA. “We have also taken into consideration that he
was a South African international cricketer and we
understand his reasons for wanting to work with his
own team. The Board has decided to release him with
immediate effect.”

Langeveldt played 87 matches across all formats for
South Africa and also retired in 2014. The first test
against England starts on Boxing Day in Pretoria, fol-
lowed by matches in Cape Town, Port Elizabeth and
Johannesburg.  — Reuters

Kallis, Langeveldt to 
bolster South Africa 
coaching set-up

KARACHI: Pakistan skipper Azhar Ali said yesterday
he wants the return of Test cricket to the country to be
a memorable one as his team seeks victory over Sri
Lanka in Karachi starting today. Their series is the first
in Pakistan since a militant attack on the Sri Lankan
team bus killed eight people in March 2009, leading to
the suspension of international cricket in the country
as foreign sides refused to visit over security fears.

The return of Test cricket to Pakistan last week was
something of a washout, with their first encounter
badly hit by the weather in Rawalpindi before stutter-
ing to a tame draw. After 10 years playing away, Azhar
said Pakistan desperately wanted to make the most of
playing at home.

“We are playing a home series and need to capi-
talise on that home advantage,” he told reporters. “We
want to win this series and make the occasion memo-
rable.” Despite the Rawalpindi washout, Pakistan
gained a psychological edge against the Sri Lankans
with Abid Ali and Babar Azam notching hundreds to
steer their team to 252-2 in reply to Sri Lanka’s 308-6
declared.

It was extra special for Abid, who became the first
batsman to follow a one-day debut century — against
Australia in Dubai in March this year — with a hun-
dred in his first Test. Pakistan will likely make one
change from the first Test, with leg-spinner Yasir Shah
replacing fast bowler Usman Shinwari, who has been
ruled out with typhoid.—AFP

Pakistan’s Azhar
seeks memorable
home win after
10-year drought

Jacques Kallis 
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Pacers halt Lakers’ win streaks

INDIANAPOLIS: JaVale McGee #7 of the Los Angeles Lakers shoots the ball during the game against the Indiana Pacers at Bankers Life Fieldhouse in Indianapolis, Indiana. — AFP

INDIANAPOLIS: Domantas Sabonis had 26 points and 10
rebounds to lift the Indiana Pacers to a 105-102 win
against the Lakers on Tuesday night in Indianapolis, snap-
ping Los Angeles’ seven-game overall winning streak and
14-game road winning streak. Myles Turner had 16 points,
Malcolm Brogdon scored 14 and T.J. Warren finished with
12 for the Pacers, who stretched their victory streak to four
games. LeBron James had 20 points, nine rebounds and
nine assists, Dwight Howard made all 10 of his field-goal
attempts and scored a season-high 20 points, and Avery
Bradley added 13 points for the Lakers, who came in with
the best record in the NBA at 24-3. Los Angeles star
Anthony Davis sat out after spraining his right ankle on
Sunday at Atlanta.

UTAH JAZZ 109 - ORLANDO MAGIC 102
Donovan Mitchell and Bojan Bogdanovic scored 30

points apiece to lead Utah past Orlando in Salt Lake City.
The Jazz posted their third straight win and fourth in the

past five games. Joe Ingles added 16 points and 12
rebounds, and Rudy Gobert recorded 12 points and 19
boards as Utah beat Orlando for the 14th time in the past
18 meetings. Royce O’Neale added 11 points for the Jazz.
D.J. Augustin scored 22 points on 8-of-10 shooting and
Evan Fournier added 19 points for the Magic, who have
lost four of their past five games. Markelle Fultz tallied 14
points, and Nikola Vucevic had 12 points and 11 rebounds.

CHARLOTTE HORNETS 110 - SACRAMENTO KINGS 102
Malik Monk scored 23 points off the bench, 14 in the

fourth quarter, and host Charlotte rode a strong fourth
quarter to a victory over Sacramento. The outcome
spoiled a productive return for Kings guard De’Aaron Fox,
who posted a team-high 19 points as a reserve. Fox, who
played for the first time since Nov. 8, had been out with an
ankle injury. Cody Zeller’s 17 points, Marvin Williams’ 16
points and Devonte’ Graham’s 15 points were key for the
Hornets, who have won four of their past five games.

BROOKLYN NETS 108 - NEW ORLEANS 
PELICANS 101 (OT)

Spencer Dinwiddie scored six of his game-high 31
points in overtime, and Brooklyn handed host New
Orleans its franchise-worst 13th straight loss. Dinwiddie
scored at least 20 points for the fifth straight game and his
eighth in Brooklyn’s last nine. Joe Harris added 24 points,
Jarrett Allen had 12 points and 14 rebounds, and David
Nwaba scored 12. Brandon Ingram led the Pelicans with 22
points and 10 rebounds, and Jrue Holiday scored 21 points.

NEW YORK KNICKS 143 - ATLANTA HAWKS 120
Rookie RJ Barrett scored a season-high 27 points while

Marcus Morris Sr. and Mitchell Robinson added 22 apiece
for New York, who routed visiting Atlanta. Julius Randle
added 17 points and 11 rebounds for the Knicks, who shot
55.8 percent from the floor, the first time they reached 50
percent this season. Kevin Knox II scored a season-high
17 points, Bobby Portis added 11 points, and Robinson

pulled down 13 rebounds to go along with his career-high
point total. Atlanta star Trae Young led all scorers with 42
points, his third 40-point game this season. Young’s big
game was hardly enough as the Hawks dropped their fifth
straight contest, fell to 2-16 in their past 18 games and
allowed at least 140 points for the third time.

LOS ANGELES CLIPPERS 120 - PHOENIX SUNS 99
Paul George scored 24 points and Kawhi Leonard added

20, guiding Los Angeles to a victory over visiting Phoenix.
Lou Williams, who returned from a two-game absence caused
by a sore calf, had 20 points and eight assists for the Clippers,
who are 14-1 at home and winners of five of their past seven
contests. Williams converted 5 of 7 3-point attempts and
made 7 of 13 shots from the floor. Kelly Oubre Jr. had 19 points
for the Suns, who lost their fourth consecutive contest.
Deandre Ayton, who returned from his 25-game suspension
for testing positive for a diuretic, finished with 18 points and 12
rebounds, seven of those on the offensive end. — Reuters

VISAKHAPATNAM: Opener Rohit Sharma smashed
159 in a power packed batting show to set up India’s
107-run series-levelling win over West Indies in the
second one-day international yesterday. Sharma put on
227 runs with opening partner KL Rahul, who made
102, as India amassed 387 for five while batting first
and went on to make the three-match series 1-1 in
Visakhapatnam.

Spinner Kuldeep Yadav claimed a hat-trick as the
hosts bowled out the West Indies for 280 in 43.3 overs.
Wicketkeeper-batsman Shai Hope top-scored with 78
while Nicholas Pooran made 75.

Yadav returned figures of 3-52 with his left-arm
wrist spin after becoming India’s first bowler to claim
two hat-tricks in international matches. Paceman
Mohammed Shami also took three wickets.

Sharma though remained the hero with his seventh

century of the year, taking him past skipper Virat Kohli
as the top run-getter in 2019 with 1427 runs off 27
matches. “What’s been good is in the last three games,
including the one at Wankhede (third Twenty20 against
West Indies) and first two ODIs, we’ve batted well in
the first half,” said Kohli.

“It’s always good to get 40-50 extra. Rohit and KL
were outstanding, the opening partnership set it up.”
Kohli, who had a rare flop as he fell for a first-ball duck,
has scored 1292 runs in 25 ODI matches.

Shreyas Iyer also tore into the West Indies attack
with a 32-ball 53 as he hit Roston Chase for 31 runs —
including four sixes and one four — in the 47th over.
His partnerships including a 73-run fourth-wicket stand
with wicketkeeper-batsman Rishabh Pant, who hit 39
off 16 deliveries.

Sharma, who was dropped on 70 when Shimron
Hetmyer spilled a Chase shot, was slow out of the
blocks but got into his stride after reaching 50 off 67
deliveries. The attacking batsman soon overtook his
partner, who had raised his fifty in 46 balls, and went on
to complete his 28th ODI hundred amid loud cheers
from a capacity crowd. Rahul recorded his third ODI
hundred with a boundary off Alzarri Joseph, but lost his
wicket to the paceman four balls later when mistiming a
shot to third man.

YADAV STRIKES 
Nicknamed the Hitman, Sharma registered his eighth

score of 150 plus before edging an incoming delivery
from paceman Sheldon Cottrell to the wicketkeeper.
West Indies responded strongly with Hope, who was
dropped on nought, and Evin Lewis putting on 61 runs
for the first wicket.

Hope then put on 106 runs for the fourth wicket with
Nicholas Pooran, who survived a reprieve on 22 with
Deepak Chahar dropping a simple catch at long-on off
Ravindra Jadeja, hitting 75 off 47 balls.

Shami broke the stand with the wicket of Pooran and
struck on the very next ball to get skipper Kieron
Pollard caught behind for a first-ball duck.

Yadav then got the prized wicket of Hope with Kohli
taking a superb catch in the outfield and then sent back
Jason Holder stumped for 11 and Alzarri Joseph caught
at second slip for nought to celebrate the hat-trick.

Debutant Khary Pierre made 21 and Keemo Paul hit
46 before being bowled by Shami as India won con-
vincingly after losing the earlier game by eight wickets.

“We deserve to go out with a bang, our heads and
shoulders are still high,” said Pollard. “We’ll come back
and fight hard in a couple of days.” The third ODI is on
Sunday in Cuttack. — AFP

Sharma 159 helps 
India draw level 
with West Indies

VISAKHAPATNAM: India’s Rohit Sharma celebrates his
century (100 runs) during the second one day internation-
al (ODI) cricket match between India and the West Indies
in Visakhapatnam yesterday. — AFP
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