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KUWAIT: Interior Ministry officials tour the correctional facilities’ 8th ‘Made by Our Hands’ exhibition at The Avenues
Mall yesterday.  —Photos by Yasser Al-Zayyat

KUWAIT: A Kuwaiti  software company has
already created a new Arabic lexicon and will make
it available on the Internet next January, the
founder said yesterday. Founder of Kuwait’s Sakhr
Software Company Mohammad Al-Sharekh made
the remark in a speech during a celebration organ-
ized by the United Nations Educational, Scientific
and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) marking the
World Arabic Day. He said he had decided to com-
pile a fresh Arabic dictionary since Arab people, in
general, stopped using outdated and complicated
Arabic lexicons that are uneasy to use and contain
very archaic vocabularies. To make it easy for peo-
ple to use on social media, a modern software
technology, notably COBUILD dictionary, has
been used in the creation of this online dictionary.

COBUILD dictionary technology was initially
introduced by Birmingham University in the middle
of the last century, Sharekh elaborated. The new
product includes 50 million Arabic vocabularies, in
addition to statistical systems to extract unique

words and their meanings, he pointed out. The first
version of the dictionary contains 125,000 mean-
ings and structures under 80,000 entries, 35,000
synonyms and antonyms, and 150,000 examples,
he added. While reading
online newspapers, check-
ing e-mails or writ ing
something, a user can so
easi ly f ind the meaning,
derivatives and synonyms
of words, he explained.

The Arabic dictionary
also includes an Arabic-
English-Arabic glossary
and more languages could
be introduced later, the
Kuwaiti software company’s founder pointed out.
Thanks to its modern vocabularies and easy use,
the dictionary can now be used by schoolchildren
who have regrettably ignored dictionaries for long
years, he added. However, he maintained, users’

remarks and comments are to be taken into con-
sideration with a view to correcting mistakes, if
there, and introducing new vocabularies and
examples.

On the UNESCO-orga-
nized celebration, Sharekh
said he was so happy to
attend the event marking
the World Arabic Day at
the UNESCO, which is the
seat of world culture, and in
Paris, the capital of enlight-
enment. The World Arabic
Language Day is celebrat-
ed every year on December
18. On this occasion,

UNESCO will host three round tables dedicated to
this year’s theme ‘Arabic Language and Artificial
Intelligence,’ followed by a concert, at its head-
quarters in Paris on December 18, 2019.

Experts, academics, artists and representatives

of specialized institutions will gather to debate on
the impact of artificial intelligence on the preser-
vation and promotion of the Arabic language, the
computerization of the Arabic language and the
cognitive future, the launch of the regional report
‘Arabic as a gateway to access and transmitting
knowledge.’ This celebration is organized in col-
laboration with the Permanent Delegation of the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia to UNESCO, in partner-
ship with the Sultan Bin Abdulaziz Al Saud
Foundation.

UN Languages Days aim to promote and cele-
brate multilingualism and cultural diversity, as well
as the equality of all official languages used in the
Organization and its agencies: Arabic (December
18), Chinese (November 12), English (April 23),
French (March 20), Russian (June 6) and Spanish
(October 12). The celebration also resonates with
the International Decade for the Rapprochement of
Cultures (2013-2022), for which UNESCO is the
lead UN Agency.  —KUNA
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Up to 700 prisoners
to be included in
Amiri pardon
By A Saleh and Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: Ministry of Interior’s (MoI) assistant
undersecretary for correctional facilities and verdicts
execution affairs Maj Gen Farraj Al-Zobi said the total
number of prisoners to be included in the Amiri
amnesty this year would be 600 to 700, including
citizens and expats imprisoned for various crimes
except those involved in state security and terrorism-
related cases. 

Speaking on the sidelines of opening the correction-
al facilities’ 8th ‘Made by Our Hands’ exhibition held
under the auspices of MoI Undersecretary Lt Gen
Essam Al-Nahham at The Avenues Mall, Zobi said the
exhibition will be on till Saturday to display products
made by prisoners for sale at reasonable prices. 

Zobi stressed the aim of having prisoners practice
their professions and hobbies inside prisons is to fruit-
fully occupy their free time and teach them certain
crafts that could help them find suitable jobs once they
serve their time and get released. He urged citizens to
visit the exhibition and purchase the products to take
advantage of the low prices compared to similar prod-
ucts in the market.  

Director of the correctional facilities Maj Gen Ali Al-
Muaily said prisons are mainly concerned with correct-
ing prisoners’ conduct to make sure they return to the
society as good and useful individuals. Muaily added
that prisoners are given nominal wages in return for the
work they do in prison, which encourages many of them
to take up certain professions that could be handy for
them once they get back to the society. 

In other news, the relations and security information
department at the interior ministry said 15,539 driving
licenses were renewed online from Nov 18, 2019 till Dec
17, 2019. It said machines at The Avenues issued 8,961
licenses, Kout 3,905, Capital traffic department 1,801,
and Hawally 872 licenses. 

Kuwait welcomes
meetings, unity
efforts in S Sudan
NEW YORK: The State of Kuwait welcomed, late
Tuesday, the meetings between South Sudanese
President Salva Kiir Mayardit and opposition leader
Riek Machar last month and the mutual commitment to
the pre-transitional period plan. The plan will form the
army, police and security forces in less than 100 days
as part of an effort to a unity government. This praise
was delivered by Kuwait’s Permanent Delegate to the
UN Ambassador Mansour Al-Otaibi to a Security
Council meeting focusing on South Sudan.

Otaibi also praised the ceasefire that is holding in
most parts of South Sudan. He called on the interna-
tional community to redouble efforts to ease the
humanitarian burden on the population. Commending
the reduced number of civilians in UNMISS protection
sites; he called for the Mission’s freedom of movement
to be upheld, in line with the status of forces agreement

and its Council mandate. Meanwhile, Otaibi condemned
attacks on volunteers from the International
Organization for Migration in October, saying that
those responsible were not above humanitarian and
international laws. The Kuwaiti Ambassador hoped that
his country would continue to play a role in supporting
peace and prosperity in South Sudan. —KUNA

NEW YORK: Kuwait’s Permanent Delegate to the UN Ambassador
Mansour Al-Otaibi speaks during a Security Council meeting on
South Sudan. —KUNA

ABK holds sign
language training 
KUWAIT: Al-Ahli Bank of Kuwait (ABK) announced
that it currently has a total of 23 branch staff who
have undergone specialized training courses in sign
language for clients with hearing difficulties. These
staff members  can easily be identified by the badges

they wear showing they know sign language. ABK is
committed to playing an active role in the communi-
ties it operates in, and to encourage a stronger sense
of belonging among all individuals. The bank cur-
rently provides sign language services at its Head
Office, and at the Shaab, Jabriya, Qurain, South
Sabahiya, Firdous and Jahra 1 branches. All the
ATM’s in the above mentioned branches are fitted
with ‘braille’ for the visually impaired, and ramps
have been installed, designed for easy access for
those with physical disabilities. 


