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As we approach a new year, I am sure some of
my readers are considering new goals for 2020,
and one goal you might have for yourself is to

be financially independent. If you are brave enough
(which you are) and you are considering starting a
business, or what we call a small business or startup
(tech related), here are a few tips and definitions for
you. Best of luck in your endeavors. 

Commercial license 
Question: Do I need a commercial license to operate?

Fajer: The answer to this question depends on many
different factors, like which sector are you operating
in, what services or products are you providing,
whether or not you need to hire a team that is physi-
cally present, and so on. Generally speaking, for selling
products in a physical space you would, need a com-
mercial license; for example selling perfumes.
Generally speaking also, for creative services such as
photography or branding, you can operate without a
license. 

Things to keep in mind
Question: What do I need to keep in mind when I am
first starting my company?

Fajer: Decide whether or not you need a license, as
mentioned above. Have your essential business rela-
tionships internally and externally, and they should be
clear and in writing. Organize your rights and obliga-
tions towards those clients and business partners. Have
a clear corporate structure. Make sure the Intellectual
Property of the company are registered, such as trade-
marks and copyrights. Have a clear mission and vision
that aligns with your personal beliefs.

For questions or queries, please email us at
info@ftl-legal.com. 

Starting a small
business

By Attorney Fajer Ahmed

Legalese

New defense minister vows to remove
obstacles to improve staff performance

Education, health, services ministers explain agendas
By A Saleh 

KUWAIT: Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of
Defense Sheikh Ahmad Al-Mansour Al-Sabah yester-
day received at his office the Kuwaiti Army Chief of
Staff Lt Gen Mohammad Al-Khudhr, his deputy Lt Gen
Abdullah Al-Nawaf Al-Sabah, members of the defense
council and his assistant undersecretaries. Sheikh
Ahmad said he looks forward to overcoming all obsta-
cles hindering work progress within the ministry, with
the ultimate goal of boosting all military and civilian
staff members’ performance. “Success is only achiev-
able through combining all efforts and cooperation
amongst various sectors,” Sheikh Ahmad stressed, not-
ing that his doors will be always open for different
views and opinions that can develop the ministry’s work
environment and for reform. 

Education strategy
Meanwhile, Minister of Education and Minister of

Higher Education Saud Al-Harbi stressed his intentions
to carry on with implementing and completing the
strategies set for the ministries of education and of
higher education, Kuwait University and Public
Authority for Applied Education and Training in the
‘New Kuwait 2035’ development vision. 

Expressing his gratitude for the trust bestowed on
him, Harbi pointed out that both ministries’ priorities

are crystal clear and based on the national strategy for
developing public and academic education and the
government’s agenda on enhancing law, fighting cor-
ruption and achieving educational development. Harbi

expressed his intentions to resolve many issues and
face various academic and administrative challenges,
which requires teamwork in all fields. In addition, Harbi
hailed and congratulated all Arabic speakers around the
world on the occasion of celebrating World Arabic Day
on Dec 18.  

Electronic filing
In the meantime, Health Minister Sheikh Dr Basel Al-

Sabah said electronic filing tops the Health Ministry’s
priorities in the coming period, and that the ministry is
currently working on amending the food and medicine
law and submitting it to the parliament for review.
Speaking on the sidelines of a reception held at the
ministry’s headquarters to celebrate his reappointment,
Sheikh Basel stressed that the ministry has reached the
final stages of developing its organizational structure

and expressed hopes that it would be finished and
implemented in the new year. Meanwhile, informed
health sources said the health ministry plans to open
obesity clinics in various polyclinics soon to help put
Kuwait’s anti-obesity 2020-25 strategy into practice. 

Postal sector
Also yesterday, Minister of State for Services and

Minister of State for National Assembly Affairs
Mubarak Al-Harees stressed the continuation of imple-
menting the development plan, finishing projects
according to schedule and implementing strategies
without delay. Speaking to the press after his first visit
to the ministry of services, Harees said developing the
postal sector will top his priorities, adding that he met
ministry officials and was briefed on work progress,
strategies and future plans.

By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: Deputy
Prime Minister,
Interior Minister
and State Minister
for Cabinet Affairs
Anas Al-Saleh
chaired a top-level
Interior Ministry
meeting yesterday;
his first following
the Cabinet’s new
formation on
Tuesday. The meet-
ing was held in pres-
ence of senior min-
istry officials includ-
ing Undersecretary
Lt Gen Essam Al-Nahham and the ministry’s
assistant undersecretaries. Saleh conveyed the
higher political leadership’s appreciation of their
efforts and the importance of the role they are
carrying out to safeguard the country’s security
and stability.

Saleh said the instructions of His Highness the
Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
to make the achievements the country is looking
for as well as respect the constitution and protect
public funds will only be reached by efforts and
working as one team. He said the instructions
should be considered as a work program for all.
He also discussed the security situation and plans
related to this issue.

Saleh chairs
first meeting as
Interior Minister

Anas Al-Saleh

KUWAIT: This photo released by the Defense Ministry yesterday shows Deputy Prime Minister and Minister
of Defense Sheikh Ahmad Al-Mansour Al-Sabah meeting with top military and defense ministry officials.

Doors open for
different views

KUWAIT: Rapporteur of the parliament’s health affairs
committee MP Saadoun Hammad said the committee
rejected a proposal to cancel the government-sponsored
treatment overseas program because Kuwaiti citizens
should not be deprived from receiving medical treatment.
Hammad added that the committee rejected a proposal to
establish a medical committee to be responsible for dis-
patching citizens for treatment abroad, instead of the
health ministry. Meanwhile, MPs are set to mull over the
oath taking of the new cabinet members during scheduled

sittings next Tuesday and Wednesday, Parliament Observer
MP Nayef Al-Merdas said yesterday. They will also look
into the address delivered by His Highness the Amir Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah during the opening of
the fourth ordinary session, Merdas told reporters follow-
ing a meeting of the parliament caucus, presided over by
Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem. The list of subjects to be
discussed also encompasses the election of provisional
committee members and a vote on the makeup of parlia-
ment probe panels, he added. — KUNA

Panel rejects canceling treatment overseas

By Meshaal Al-Enezi 

KUWAIT: Chairman of Kuwait University’s teaching
staff members society Dr Ibrahim Al-Humoud urged
new Minister of Education and Minister of Higher
Education Dr Saud Al-Harbi to appoint a new KU rector
whose tenure had expired since September 2019.
“Instead of performing his duties as a caretaker, the
interim rector has been acting as an actual, legally
appointed one, which is against the law,” Humoud said
in a statement to the press yesterday.

“The deliberate administrative vacuum in effect since
September has resulted in terrible consequences such
as suspending KU council meetings and promotions,
and the invalidity of any decision made by the current
rector,” Humoud, explained adding that the vacuum also
led to suspending all academic scholarships and
researches. Further, Humoud argued that unlike the min-
ister’s case where article 103 of the constitution allows
him or her to carry on taking care of urgent matters, the
university rector’s resumption of his duties is unconsti-
tutional and illegal. 

Public cleanliness
Municipal Council member Abdul Salam Al-Randi

suggested having citizens conduct a monthly online
survey to measure their satisfaction with the level of
public cleanliness in Kuwait, then discuss the survey’s
results during Municipal Council sessions once every
three months. 

Food security
Chairman of Kuwait Fishermen Union Thaher Al-

Sowayyan urged His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh
Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah to confer with the
heads of unions concerned with food security such as
producers of dairy products and fishermen, stressing
the need for the new government to “give attention to
citizens’ aspirations.” Sowayyab further argued that the
fishermen union had been suffering from being ignored
for years though fishing is one of the main sources of
food security in Kuwait. Moreover, Sowayyan urged
Public Authority for Agricultural Affairs and Fish
Resources (PAAAFR) Chairman Sheikh Mohammad Al-
Yousuf Al-Sabah to allocate a seat for the fishermen
union within PAAAFR’s board. 

Union calls for
appointing new
university rector


