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But Islamist opposition MP Mohammad Hayef asked
HH the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-
Sabah about the standards and parameters adopted in
the selection of Cabinet members. He asked the premier
if he had asked for a security report on all those

appointed in the Cabinet.
Opposition MP Riyadh Al-Adasani said he totally

supports calls for Aseeri to quit the Cabinet because
NGOs will be under her, adding that he will take a posi-
tion on this issue. The lawmaker said he will continue to
follow up on major corruption cases like embezzlement,
corruption by the former head of the pension agency,
alleged bribes paid to some MPs and corruption in the
ports fund. He called on the premier to open the files of
MPs in order to find out who has taken money from the
government. Meanwhile, MP Abdulkareem Al-Kandari
called for allocating two hours from the Assembly ses-
sion to debate what he called traffic chaos that has
killed many people, in order to find efficient solutions.

Aseeri denies
resigning over...
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The Democratic majority in the House, led by
Speaker Nancy Pelosi, was expected to approve two
articles of impeachment - abuse of office and obstruc-
tion of Congress - after debate running through much
of the day.

“It is tragic that the president’s reckless actions
make impeachment necessary. He gave us no choice,”
said Pelosi, launching the debate. “What we are dis-
cussing today is the established fact that the president
violated the constitution. It is a matter of fact that the
president is an ongoing threat to our national security
and the integrity of our elections,” she said.

The Republican-dominated Senate will then open a
trial in January and is all but certain to acquit the presi-
dent. Trump, arguably the most polarizing US leader in
living memory, was spending the day holed up at the
White House, sending out streams of tweets reflecting
his frustration, anger and predictions of revenge at next
year’s election. “Can you believe that I will be
impeached today by the Radical Left, Do Nothing
Democrats, AND I DID NOTHING WRONG! A terrible
Thing,” Trump said in his opening salvo.

Later he was to fly to the electoral swing state of
Michigan for a rally with thousands of his most loyal
supporters - possibly right around the time of the
House vote. Although impeachment will put an ugly
asterisk by Trump’s name in the history books - along-
side Andrew Johnson in 1868 and Bill Clinton in 1998 -
he predicts the scandal will galvanize his base in the
2020 presidential polls.

On the eve of impeachment, he wrote an extraordi-
nary six-page letter to Pelosi accusing her of an
“attempted coup”, a “charade” and treating him less

fairly than at a witch trial. Republicans in Congress
reject the impeachment unanimously. Democrats over-
whelmingly support, but leaders are sweating over the
possibility that several legislators may break ranks and
vote no out of fear of retribution from pro-Trump vot-
ers in swing districts back home.

Trump is accused of using a delay in delivery of for-
eign aid money to Ukraine to try to force the country to
open a deliberately embarrassing corruption probe into
a main 2020 reelection rival, Democrat Joe Biden. Trump
is also accused of obstructing Congress by refusing to
cooperate with the impeachment investigation, barring
staff from testifying and holding back documentary evi-
dence. “This is about protecting our democracy. These
facts are beyond dispute. The only question now is
whether we are willing to tolerate such conduct,”
Massachusetts Democrat Jim McGovern told the House.

One Democratic legislator who was skeptical about
supporting impeachment, Debbie Dingell from
Michigan, wrote in The New York Times that she’d
finally come around to backing the vote because Trump
poses “a threat to our democracy”. “If we don’t address
this abuse of power, we abdicate our constitutional and
moral responsibility,” she said.

Pelosi has tried to show she is taking the high road in
a saga that has seen both sides, and especially Trump
himself, repeatedly accuse opponents of everything
from treason to stupidity. But she dropped her icy
demeanor after Trump published his lengthy letter,
much of it reading like an extended version of his
stream-of-consciousness tweets. The letter was “really
sick”, she said.

Protests in support of impeachment broke out in sev-
eral cities including New York, Boston, New Orleans and
Los Angeles. Demonstrators waved signs urging
Congress to “Dump Trump” and “Protect our
Democracy”. One Christmas-themed sign wished fellow
protesters a “merry impeachment”. At a gathering of
about 200 protesters outside Congress yesterday, tele-
vision producer Susanna Kanner, 37, said Trump was a
“criminal”. “It’s a sad day for America,” she said.  — AFP 

US House votes on 
impeaching Trump...

KUALA LUMPUR/RIYADH: Leaders from many
Islamic nations including Turkey and Iran gathered in
Malaysia yesterday to tackle issues that have agitated
Muslims worldwide, but the summit was snubbed by
Saudi Arabia and its close ally Pakistan. At a welcome
dinner, Malaysian Prime Minister Mahathir Mohamad
said the Kuala Lumpur Summit would aim to “do some-
thing” to improve the lives of Muslims and overcome
Islamophobia.

“We need to find a way to address our shortcomings,
our dependency on non-Muslims to protect ourselves
against the enemies of Islam,” said Mahathir, 94, the
world’s oldest head of government and one of its most
outspoken. The four-day summit could also address
mounting outrage over China’s camps for Uighur Muslims
in Xinjiang - a subject that will doubtless upset Beijing.

Pakistani Prime Minister Imran Khan, who along with
Mahathir and Turkish President Tayyip Erdogan had
been a prime mover behind the summit, made a belated
decision to skip the meeting. Some Pakistani officials,
unnamed because they are not authorized to speak to
the media, said Khan pulled out under pressure from
Saudi Arabia, though local media reported his officials
denied that was the reason for the absence of the world’s
second most populous Muslim country from the meeting.

Iranian President Hassan Rouhani and Qatari Amir
Sheikh Tamim bin Hamid Al-Thani, whose countries
have tense relations with Saudi Arabia, were at the
gathering in Kuala Lumpur. Saudi Arabia said the sum-
mit was the wrong forum for matters of importance to
the world’s 1.75 billion Muslims, though some analysts
suspected the kingdom feared being diplomatically iso-
lated by regional rivals Iran, Qatar and Turkey.

Saudi state news agency SPA reported that on a call
with Mahathir on Tuesday, Saudi King Salman reaf-

firmed that such issues should be discussed through the
Jeddah-based Organization of Islamic Cooperation
(OIC). A Saudi source said the country declined to
attend because the meeting was not being held under
OIC auspices. The Saudi government’s center for inter-
national communication did not respond to a request
for comment.

‘Weakening of Islam’
OIC Secretary-General Yousf Al-Othaimeen told Sky

News Arabia that it was against the interests of the
Islamic community to convene meetings outside the
aegis of the OIC. He also said the Kuala Lumpur summit
was splintering Islamic solidarity. “Any weakening of the
Organization of Islamic Cooperation is a weakening of
Islam and Muslims,” he said. The absence of Saudi
Arabia, the birthplace of Islam, whose king also hold the
title of Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques in Makkah
and Madinah, underlined divisions in the Muslim world.

“The issue is that you’ve got blocs,” said James
Dorsey, a senior fellow at S Rajaratnam School of
International Studies and Middle East Institute in
Singapore. “You’ve got a Saudi-UAE bloc, Turkey-
Qatari bloc, and Pakistan in the middle trying to hedge
their bets.” Indonesia, with the world’s largest Muslim
population, was represented by Vice-President Ma’ruf
Amin, a cleric overseeing the country’s fight against rad-
icalization and terrorism.

Defending the summit, Mahathir’s office said there
was no intention to create a “new bloc as alluded to by
some of its critics”. “In addition, the summit is not a plat-
form to discuss religion or religious affairs but specifical-
ly to address the state of affairs of the Muslim ummah,” it
said in a statement, using the Arabic term for community.

Speaking to Reuters last week, Mahathir expressed

frustration with the OIC’s inability to forge a united
front and act decisively. The Malaysian leader also
raised the possibility that the alleged mistreatment of
Muslim Uighurs in China’s Xinjiang would be dis-

cussed in Kuala Lumpur. Beijing describes the camps
where Uighur Muslims are being held as “vocational
training centers”, while critics say they are mass
internment camps. — Reuters 

Saudi Arabia, Pakistan snub 
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PUTRAJAYA, Malaysia: This handout photo taken and released yesterday shows Malaysia’s Prime Minister Mahathir
Mohamad (left) and Turkey’s President Recep Tayyip Erdogan posing for photos ahead of their meeting. — AFP 

LONDON: Britain’s Conservatives have long sought to
exploit an anti-Semitism scandal in the opposition
Labour party, but face accusations they are failing to
confront anti-Muslim sentiment in their own ranks.
Prime Minister Boris Johnson’s party has announced a
long-awaited review into discrimination in the party, led
by psychology professor Swaran Singh, a former mem-
ber of the equalities watchdog.

But it has drawn accusations of being too broad to
address specific and long-running concerns about anti-
Muslim attitudes among Conservatives. The party said
the review would “look at how we can improve our
processes, to make sure that any instances are isolated
and that there are robust processes in place to stamp
them out”. But the Muslim Council of Britain, which
represents hundreds of organizations including
mosques and charities, said it risked being a “white-
wash”. “By broadening the remit and looking at dis-
crimination more generally, it is likely that the review is
pre-programmed to ignore the mounting evidence of
Islamophobia across the Conservative party,” it said.

The MCB previously warned of a “palpable sense of
fear” about bigotry in politics among British Muslims,
who in the 2011 census made up 4.8 percent of the
population of England and Wales. The review was also
criticised by Sayeeda Warsi, a former Conservative
chairwoman and Britain’s first female Muslim cabinet
minister, who has been outspoken on the issue for
years. “There’s no look at what has actually gone on,
there’s no look at the extent of the cases, there’s no
detail of how bad the problem has been and how badly
it’s been dealt with,” she told BBC radio. She also criti-
cized Singh’s appointment, saying that he “believes that
racism itself is a contested term”. Singh did not respond
to a request for comment.

Labour has faced accusations of widespread anti-
Semitism in recent years, which contributed to their

defeat in last week’s general election. But attention has
been shifting to the Conservatives’ record. The
Guardian newspaper last month published details on 25
sitting and former Tory local councillors who, it said,
had posted Islamophobic and racist material on social
media. Posts reportedly included calls for mosques to
be banned, references to Muslims as “barbarians” and
“the enemy within”.

Johnson was accused of fuelling the problem with
an article he wrote last year, when he was foreign min-
ister, saying Muslim women wearing the full face veil
looked like “letter boxes”. The article defended the
right of women to wear what they choose but anti-
racism group Tell MAMA said it had resulted in a “sig-
nificant spike” in anti-Muslim incidents. A poll earlier
this year found some striking views among ordinary
Tory party members.

The YouGov poll for anti-racism group Hope Not
Hate found that 40 percent of Tory members said
Britain should design its post-Brexit immigration policy
to accept fewer Muslims. Thirty-nine percent said
Islamist terrorists reflect a widespread hostility to
Britain among the Muslim community, while 43 percent
said they would prefer not to have a Muslim prime min-
ister. The Conservatives’ campaign for the 2016 London
mayoral election meanwhile drew heavy criticism after
attempting to link the victorious Labour candidate,
Sadiq Khan, to Islamist extremism.

Zero tolerance 
Britain’s Equalities and Human Rights Commission,

for whom Singh previously worked as a commissioner,
is looking into complaints against the Tories. But it has
yet to decide on any formal investigation, as there is
against Labour over anti-Semitism, a spokeswoman
said. During the recent election campaign, Johnson
insisted his party had a “zero tolerance approach” to
incidents of anti-Semitism, anti-Muslim and any other
form of prejudice.

He apologized “for all the hurt and offence that has
been caused” by previous incidents, saying it was
“intolerable”. “It’s so important as a country that we
don’t allow that kind of thing and that’s why we’re
going to have the independent inquiry,” he said. — AFP 

UK PM’s inquiry 
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BLUE MOUNTAINS, Australia: Burnt trees are seen after a bushfire in Mount Weison in Blue Mountains, some 120 km
northwest of Sydney, yesterday.  — AFP 

SYDNEY: Australia this week experienced its hottest
day on record and the heatwave is expected to worsen,
exacerbating an already unprecedented bushfire season,
authorities said yesterday. The average nationwide tem-
peratures of 40.9 degrees Celsius on Tuesday beat the
previous record of 40.3 degrees Celsius in Jan 2013, the
Bureau of Meteorology said. “This heat will only inten-
sify further today,” meteorologist Diana Eadie Said.

The heatwave is another alarm bell about global
warming in Australia, where this year’s early and intense
start to regular summer bushfires has heaped pressure
on the Australian government to do more to tackle cli-
mate change. Hundreds of bushfires have been raging
across Australia for months, including a “mega-blaze”
burning north of Sydney, the country’s biggest city.

Smoke from the fires has engulfed Sydney, raising air
pollution to levels so hazardous that leading doctors
have labelled the event a “public health emergency”. At
least three million hectares (7.4 million acres) of land
has been torched across Australia, with six people
killed and about 700 homes destroyed. Scientists say
the blazes have come earlier and with more intensity
than usual due to global warming and a prolonged
drought that has left the land tinder dry and many
towns running out of water.

The fires have sparked climate protests targeting the
conservative government, which has resisted pressure
to address the root causes of global warming in order
to protect the country’s lucrative coal export industry.

Record heatwave 
Record spot temperatures were recorded this week

in Western Australia, where firefighters have also been

battling blazes raging across thousands of hectares of
land. The hot weather then began drifting across the
country’s arid center toward the heavily populated
eastern states, where the most of the bushfires have
raged. Parts of the eastern state of New South Wales, of
which Sydney is the capital, were forecast to reach the
mid-40s Celsius today.

On Saturday parts of Sydney are forecast to tip over
46 degrees Celsius. Turbulent winds of up to 100 km an
hour are forecast to also hit the east coast at the same
time and worsen the blazes. “Over the next few days we
are going to see firefighters, the emergency services
and all those communities close to fires... challenged
with a new threat,” New South Wales fire commissioner
Shane Fitzsimmons said yesterday.

Embers carried by the winds can travel up to 30 km
from a blaze, authorities said. “We are going to have a
number of fronts that are gong to fuel, or escalate the
fires burning, but also the potential to have spot fires
and embers travelling very long distances,” NSW
Premier Gladys Berejinklian warned. 

Yesterday, police evacuated residents from dozens
of homes in the coastal area of Peregian near the popu-
lar tourist hotspot if Noosa in the northeastern state of
Queensland, as an out of control fire threatened prop-
erties. “Fire crews and waterbombing aircraft are work-
ing to contain the fire but firefighters may not be able
to protect every property,” Queensland Fire and
Emergency services said. “You should not expect a
firefighter at your door. Queensland Police Service are
door knocking in the area. Power, water, and mobile
phone service may be lost.”

Prime Minister Scott Morrison last week made a rare
admission that climate change was one of the “factors”
behind the fires. But he defended the government’s
record on emissions reduction and failed to announce
further measures to address the issue. Climate protest-
ers plan to march on Morrison’s official residence in
Sydney this week to rally for change and highlight his
absence as large parts of the country burn. Morrison is
holidaying at an undisclosed location overseas. — AFP 
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