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Malkin notches 400th career 
goal in Penguins’ win over Flames

CALGARY: Two second-period goals and the 400th tally
of Evgeni Malkin’s career lifted the visiting Pittsburgh
Penguins past the Calgary Flames 4-1 on Tuesday. Malkin,
Kris Letang, Bryan Rust and John Marino each had a goal
and an assist for Pittsburgh, which won its third straight
and improved to 13-3-1 against the Western Conference.
Johnny Gaudreau scored for Calgary, which lost its second
in a row following a seven-game winning streak. Cam
Talbot stopped 29 Penguins shots. Malkin became the
eighth active player and fourth player in Penguins history
to reach 400 goals, joining Pittsburgh greats Mario
Lemieux, Sidney Crosby and Jaromir Jagr. Penguins goal-
tender Tristan Jarry made 33 saves. He has won five of his
past six starts, allowing a total of eight goals.

PREDATORS 8, ISLANDERS 3
Nick Bonino’s go-ahead goal late in the second period

was the third in a string of seven unanswered tallies by
Nashville, which stormed back to for the win in Uniondale,
NY. The Predators trailed 3-1 before scoring the final four
goals of the second period and all three goals in the third.
Craig Smith scored twice for Nashville, while Filip
Forsberg started the flurry in the second period, and
Rocco Grimaldi scored the final goal of the second, before
Calle Jarnkrok, Roman Josi and Ryan Johansen scored in
the third. Brock Nelson, Derick Brassard and Casey
Cizikas scored in unanswered fashion for New York in a
span of just over five minutes early in the second period.
Goalie Thomas Greiss took the loss after allowing five
goals on 15 shots. Semyon Varlamov finished up and made
six saves on nine shots in the third.

KINGS 4, BRUINS 3 (OT)
Anze Kopitar scored the game-winner 3:23 into over-

time as Los Angeles stunned host Boston. Matt Roy tied
the game late, and Blake Lizotte and Adrian Kempe also
scored for the Kings, who won for the fourth time in their
past five games (4-0-1). Jonathan Quick made 37 saves.
Danton Heinen had a goal and an assist, and Patrice
Bergeron and Brandon Carlo also tallied as the Bruins lost
for the sixth time in their past seven (1-4-2). Tuukka Rask
stopped 23 shots.

LIGHTNING 4, SENATORS 3 (OT)
Anthony Cirelli scored on a breakaway with 19 seconds

remaining in overtime to lead Tampa Bay to a win over vis-
iting Ottawa. With the five-minute session winding down,
the speedy Cirelli stole the puck from Ottawa’s Thomas
Chabot in the defensive end, raced past Nick Paul and
shoveled in his seventh tally for the Lightning, who
improved to 3-3 in overtime. Brayden Point notched a goal
and an assist, and Nikita Kucherov and Cedric Paquette
netted goals for Tampa Bay, which started a stretch of four

games in seven days. Ottawa’s Anthony Duclair notched
his club-best 19th goal, and Mark Borowiecki and Connor
Brown also scored. Chris Tierney contributed two assists
in his 400th career game.

CANADIENS 3, CANUCKS 1
Tomas Tatar scored a goal for the fourth straight game,

and he and Shea Weber notched power-play goals in the
opening 3:25 of the third period as Montreal broke a tie
and defeated host Vancouver. Nick Cousins also scored,
and Max Domi and Joel Armia each had two assists for the
Canadiens, who opened a seven-game trip by improving
to 8-4-3 on the road. Montreal goaltender Carey Price
made 38 saves to post his 335th career victory, passing
Cam Ward for 23rd place on the NHL’s all-time wins list.
Adam Gaudette scored for the Canucks, who lost for the
fourth time in five games. Jacob Markstrom stopped 27 of
30 shots.

HURRICANES 6, JETS 3
Sebastian Aho collected two goals and an assist, and

Andrei Svechnikov scored a lacrosse-style goal as
Carolina breezed to a victory at Winnipeg. Captain Jordan
Staal scored twice, Lucas Wallmark added a power-play
tally and Petr Mrazek finished with 30 saves for the
Hurricanes, who improved to 5-0-1 in their past six games.
Dougie Hamilton contributed three assists, and Nino
Niederreiter had two helpers. Winnipeg’s Mark Scheifele
scored his team-leading 16th goal to extend his point
streak to seven games, and Patrik Laine and Jack Roslovic
also tallied. 

MAPLE LEAFS 5, SABRES 3
Auston Matthews scored two goals, and Toronto held

on to defeat visiting Buffalo. Frederik Andersen made 27
saves for the Maple Leafs, who are 8-4-0 under new
coach Sheldon Keefe. Frederik Gauthier added a goal and
an assist, Dmytro Timashov scored a goal, and Ilya
Mikheyev had a short-handed empty-net goal for Toronto.
Tyson Barrie added two assists. Jack Eichel and Rasmus
Dahlin each had a goal and an assist for Buffalo, and Kyle
Okposo scored a goal. Victor Olofsson had two assists.
Eichel extended his points streak to 17 games, during
which he has 16 goals and 15 assists. Linus Ullmark made
28 saves for Buffalo.

FLYERS 4, DUCKS 1
Claude Giroux and Sean Couturier each had a goal

and an assist while David Kase and Jake Voracek
added one goal apiece to lift host Philadelphia past
Anaheim. Goaltender Carter Hart stopped a season-
high 40 shots as Philadelphia snapped a three-game
losing streak. The Flyers were outscored 14-5 in those

three road losses against the Colorado Avalanche,
Minnesota Wild and Winnipeg Jets. Rickard Rakell
scored the lone goal for the Ducks. Goaltender John
Gibson kept Anaheim close the entire game until a late
empty-net goal, making 27 saves.

BLUE JACKETS 5, RED WINGS 3
Pierre-Luc Dubois scored the go-ahead goal early in

the third period, Kevin Stenlund scored his first career
goal, and Columbus won at Detroit. Cam Atkinson, Oliver
Bjorkstrand and Gustav Nyquist also scored for the Blue
Jackets while Joonas Korpisalo made 18 saves. Adam
Erne scored his first two goals of the season for the Red
Wings. Tyler Bertuzzi had the team’s other goal, and
Jonathan Bernier made 34 saves.

GOLDEN KNIGHTS 3, WILD 2
Tomas Nosek scored what scored what proved to be

the game-winning goal early in the third period, and
Marc-Andre Fleury made 24 saves to lead Vegas past
Minnesota in Las Vegas. Shea Theodore and Chandler
Stephenson also scored goals, and Mark Stone added two

assists for Vegas. The Golden Knights improved to 8-2-1
in their past 11 games while winning their third in a row. It
was the 453rd career victory for Fleury, moving him with-
in one of Curtis Joseph for sixth place in NHL history.
Mats Zuccarello and Zach Parise scored for the Wild, who
lost for the first time in their history in four games played
at Las Vegas. Alex Stalock finished with 26 saves.

COYOTES 3, SHARKS 2
Taylor Hall’s addition to Arizona provided an immedi-

ate payoff, as he set up Oliver Ekman-Larsson’s late
game-winning goal in a road victory over San Jose. Hall,
the former Hart Trophy winner acquired via trade from
the New Jersey Devils on Monday, beat Sharks defense-
man Brenden Dillon to the puck deep in the offensive
zone and then fed a pass to Ekman-Larsson to convert
with just 2:37 remaining in the game. Goaltender Darcy
Kuemper made 26 saves for the Pacific Division-leading
Coyotes, who also got goals from Carl Soderberg and
Derek Stepan. Tomas Hertl scored twice, and Aaron Dell
stopped 16 shots for the Sharks, who have just one victo-
ry in their past eight games (1-6-1). —Reuters

TORONTO: Jeff Kinner #53 of the Buffalo Sabres absorbs a big hit from Travis Dermott #23 of the Toronto Maple
Leafs during an NHL game at Scotiabank Arena in Toronto, Ontario, Canada. The Maple Leafs defeated the
Sabres 5-3. —AFP

XIAMEN: Dong Fangzhuo smiles at the memory. It
was Christmas, he was far from home and legendary
Manchester United manager Alex Ferguson took pity
on him by arranging a holiday get-together.

The one-time Chinese star told the story to AFP in
the coastal city of Xiamen, where the 34-year-old
former United striker is coaching children, some with
special needs.

Dong admits that his time at Old Trafford from
2004 to 2008 was a tale of injury, crippling shyness
and ultimately unfulfilled potential. But he has no
regrets, calling it “a dream” to join the club he sup-
ported, and is discovering a new-found joy in passing
on his football knowledge to China’s next generation
at the Dong Fangzhuo Football Club.

Some are barely old enough to kick a ball, some
have physical limitations, but they know Dong’s story.
Dong arrived in Manchester as a teenager without a
word of English and stayed with a host family, using
hand signals to communicate. He remains in contact
with them. He would make only one Premier League
appearance, in 2007, when he played up front in a 0-
0 draw at Chelsea alongside current United boss Ole
Gunnar Solskjaer. The young Dong joined a squad
containing the likes of Cristiano Ronaldo, Ryan Giggs
and Ruud van Nistelrooy and he still talks glowingly
of manager Ferguson. “The relationship between me
and him — the relationship between him and all the
Manchester United squad — was more like father
and son,” Dong said in Chinese, although he speaks
and understands basic English.

The good-natured Dong remembers well
Ferguson’s thoughtful act for what was the striker’s
first Christmas in Britain. “He worried that I had
nowhere to go because everyone might be celebrat-
ing with family so he arranged for someone he knew
to invite me to celebrate with his friend,” Dong said.
“As well as helping me on the training ground,
Ferguson helped me a lot in life.”

Dong was loaned to Royal Antwerp for a pro-
longed spell soon after arriving at United and gave a
glimpse of his potential with 30 goals in 53 matches.
He is aware of the claims that United bought him just
to sell shirts in China, but counters that the club
brought him back from Belgium in 2007 as proof
they valued him on the pitch.

“I don’t deny that a good player has his commer-
cial value, but if he can’t meet the requirements on
the field, he has no value,” Dong said. Backing up that
assertion, in 2006 Ferguson praised Dong’s “speed
and physicality”. The next year came his first taste of
Premier League and Champions League football.

But Dong admits that shyness and injuries, prima-
rily a knee problem, ruined any hopes of making it at
United. He left the club in 2008 to return to Chinese
football, and retired aged 30.—AFP
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Power-play success pushes Canadiens past Canucks

NEW DELHI: Many of the world’s top cricketers will be
among 332 players going under the hammer when the
Indian Premier League holds its auction today.

Here are five players who could break the bank when
the eight teams in the Twenty20 tournament place their
bids in Kolkata:

GLENN MAXWELL (AUSTRALIA) 
Explosive hitter Maxwell surprised the cricketing world

when he recently took a short break because of mental
health issues.  He returned to club cricket last month and
put his name in the IPL auction having played previously
for Kings XI Punjab, Mumbai Indians and Delhi Daredevils
(now Capitals). Maxwell has scored 1,397 runs in the IPL

at an average of 22.9 at a rapid strike rate of 161.13. He is
one of the five Australians to have their base price set at
20 million rupees ($282,000).

EOIN MORGAN (ENGLAND) 
Having led England to their first 50-over World Cup in

July,  fast-scoring Morgan will be a hot property again
having set his base price at 15 million rupees ($212,000).
Morgan last played for Kings XI Punjab in 2017 and went
unsold last year, but that is unlikely to happen again given
his exploits in the World Cup which included a world
record 17 sixes in blasting 148 off 71 balls against
Afghanistan.

JASON ROY (ENGLAND) 
South African-born batsman Roy was a key to

England’s World Cup success with a hundred and four
half-centuries.  Rated as one of the game’s most destruc-
tive limited-overs openers Roy could trigger a bidding
war given his rapid strike rate of more than 145 in
Twenty20s and a base price of 15 mil l ion rupees
($212,000). He played previously for the now-defunct
Gujarat Lions and Delhi Capitals as well as enjoying suc-
cessful stints in South Africa’s Mzansi Super League and
the Pakistan Super League.

TABRAIZ SHAMSI (SOUTH AFRICA) 
Shamsi has emerged as South Africa’s first-choice limit-

ed-overs spinner since Imran Tahir’s retirement from ODIs.
The left-arm bowler’s unusual wicket celebrations include
the magician’s trick of turning a handkerchief into a stick,
with online footage of his exploits going viral. “The most
important thing is still the bowling,” he said. “If there are
no wickets, there are no celebrations.” Playing for the Paarl
Rocks in the domestic Mzansi Super League, Shamsi has
had many opportunities to perform the sleight of hand,
taking 14 wickets in nine matches and he has set his base
price at a modest five million rupees ($70,000). 

SHIMRON HETMYER (WEST INDIES) 
Hetmyer is fast building a reputation as the new big-hit-

ting weapon to take over from the now-retired Chris Gayle
and the 22-year-old would have done no harm to his auction
price with a sparkling career-best 139 in the West Indies’
one-day international win against India on Sunday. The left-
hander, whose release by the Virat Kohli-led Royal
Challengers Bangalore may yet turn out to be a huge mis-
take, toyed with the Indian bowling. Hetmyer smashed 11
fours and seven sixes during his 106-ball blitz, but denied
that he had an eye on the auction.  “I wasn’t thinking about
that too much, said Hetmeyer who should see plenty of inter-
est at a base price of five million rupees ($70,000). — AFP
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CAPE TOWN: Cricket South Africa have appointed
former test stalwart Jacques Kallis as batting consultant
ahead of the four-test series with England, while Charl
Langeveldt is set to be added to the technical team to
coach the bowlers.

Kallis, one of the game’s great all-rounders, will be
reunited with head coach Mark Boucher and director of
cricket Graeme Smith after the trio played leading roles
on the pitch in helping South Africa to the number one
ranking across all three formats.

South Africa have struggled with the bat in five-day
cricket in 2019, having only passed 300 once in their
last 10 innings at home to Sri Lanka and away in India.
They failed to reach 200 five times.

The retirement of Smith, Kallis, Hashim Amla and AB
de Villiers in recent years has decimated the South
African top order and Boucher will lean on his former
teammate to improve their fortunes.

Kallis played in a combined 519 international match-
es, scoring 25,534 runs and taking 577 wickets. He
retired from all forms of international cricket in 2014
after amassing 62 international centuries.

Langeveldt is also set to be added to the coaching
setup after the Bangladesh Cricket Board (BCB) said on
Wednesday the former paceman had been released
from his role of bowling coach.

The BCB said it had received a request from Cricket
South Africa (CSA) to release Langeveldt, who took up
the Bangladesh role in July on a two-year contract. “I
can confirm that we have received a formal request for
his release,” BCB CEO Nizam Uddin Chowdhury said in
a statement.

“We value our strong cricketing relationship with
CSA. “We have also taken into consideration that he
was a South African international cricketer and we
understand his reasons for wanting to work with his
own team. The Board has decided to release him with
immediate effect.”

Langeveldt played 87 matches across all formats for
South Africa and also retired in 2014. The first test
against England starts on Boxing Day in Pretoria, fol-
lowed by matches in Cape Town, Port Elizabeth and
Johannesburg.  — Reuters
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KARACHI: Pakistan skipper Azhar Ali said yesterday
he wants the return of Test cricket to the country to be
a memorable one as his team seeks victory over Sri
Lanka in Karachi starting today. Their series is the first
in Pakistan since a militant attack on the Sri Lankan
team bus killed eight people in March 2009, leading to
the suspension of international cricket in the country
as foreign sides refused to visit over security fears.

The return of Test cricket to Pakistan last week was
something of a washout, with their first encounter
badly hit by the weather in Rawalpindi before stutter-
ing to a tame draw. After 10 years playing away, Azhar
said Pakistan desperately wanted to make the most of
playing at home.

“We are playing a home series and need to capi-
talise on that home advantage,” he told reporters. “We
want to win this series and make the occasion memo-
rable.” Despite the Rawalpindi washout, Pakistan
gained a psychological edge against the Sri Lankans
with Abid Ali and Babar Azam notching hundreds to
steer their team to 252-2 in reply to Sri Lanka’s 308-6
declared.

It was extra special for Abid, who became the first
batsman to follow a one-day debut century — against
Australia in Dubai in March this year — with a hun-
dred in his first Test. Pakistan will likely make one
change from the first Test, with leg-spinner Yasir Shah
replacing fast bowler Usman Shinwari, who has been
ruled out with typhoid.—AFP
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