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Pacers halt Lakers’ win streaks

INDIANAPOLIS: JaVale McGee #7 of the Los Angeles Lakers shoots the ball during the game against the Indiana Pacers at Bankers Life Fieldhouse in Indianapolis, Indiana. — AFP

INDIANAPOLIS: Domantas Sabonis had 26 points and 10
rebounds to lift the Indiana Pacers to a 105-102 win
against the Lakers on Tuesday night in Indianapolis, snap-
ping Los Angeles’ seven-game overall winning streak and
14-game road winning streak. Myles Turner had 16 points,
Malcolm Brogdon scored 14 and T.J. Warren finished with
12 for the Pacers, who stretched their victory streak to four
games. LeBron James had 20 points, nine rebounds and
nine assists, Dwight Howard made all 10 of his field-goal
attempts and scored a season-high 20 points, and Avery
Bradley added 13 points for the Lakers, who came in with
the best record in the NBA at 24-3. Los Angeles star
Anthony Davis sat out after spraining his right ankle on
Sunday at Atlanta.

UTAH JAZZ 109 - ORLANDO MAGIC 102
Donovan Mitchell and Bojan Bogdanovic scored 30

points apiece to lead Utah past Orlando in Salt Lake City.
The Jazz posted their third straight win and fourth in the

past five games. Joe Ingles added 16 points and 12
rebounds, and Rudy Gobert recorded 12 points and 19
boards as Utah beat Orlando for the 14th time in the past
18 meetings. Royce O’Neale added 11 points for the Jazz.
D.J. Augustin scored 22 points on 8-of-10 shooting and
Evan Fournier added 19 points for the Magic, who have
lost four of their past five games. Markelle Fultz tallied 14
points, and Nikola Vucevic had 12 points and 11 rebounds.

CHARLOTTE HORNETS 110 - SACRAMENTO KINGS 102
Malik Monk scored 23 points off the bench, 14 in the

fourth quarter, and host Charlotte rode a strong fourth
quarter to a victory over Sacramento. The outcome
spoiled a productive return for Kings guard De’Aaron Fox,
who posted a team-high 19 points as a reserve. Fox, who
played for the first time since Nov. 8, had been out with an
ankle injury. Cody Zeller’s 17 points, Marvin Williams’ 16
points and Devonte’ Graham’s 15 points were key for the
Hornets, who have won four of their past five games.

BROOKLYN NETS 108 - NEW ORLEANS 
PELICANS 101 (OT)

Spencer Dinwiddie scored six of his game-high 31
points in overtime, and Brooklyn handed host New
Orleans its franchise-worst 13th straight loss. Dinwiddie
scored at least 20 points for the fifth straight game and his
eighth in Brooklyn’s last nine. Joe Harris added 24 points,
Jarrett Allen had 12 points and 14 rebounds, and David
Nwaba scored 12. Brandon Ingram led the Pelicans with 22
points and 10 rebounds, and Jrue Holiday scored 21 points.

NEW YORK KNICKS 143 - ATLANTA HAWKS 120
Rookie RJ Barrett scored a season-high 27 points while

Marcus Morris Sr. and Mitchell Robinson added 22 apiece
for New York, who routed visiting Atlanta. Julius Randle
added 17 points and 11 rebounds for the Knicks, who shot
55.8 percent from the floor, the first time they reached 50
percent this season. Kevin Knox II scored a season-high
17 points, Bobby Portis added 11 points, and Robinson

pulled down 13 rebounds to go along with his career-high
point total. Atlanta star Trae Young led all scorers with 42
points, his third 40-point game this season. Young’s big
game was hardly enough as the Hawks dropped their fifth
straight contest, fell to 2-16 in their past 18 games and
allowed at least 140 points for the third time.

LOS ANGELES CLIPPERS 120 - PHOENIX SUNS 99
Paul George scored 24 points and Kawhi Leonard added

20, guiding Los Angeles to a victory over visiting Phoenix.
Lou Williams, who returned from a two-game absence caused
by a sore calf, had 20 points and eight assists for the Clippers,
who are 14-1 at home and winners of five of their past seven
contests. Williams converted 5 of 7 3-point attempts and
made 7 of 13 shots from the floor. Kelly Oubre Jr. had 19 points
for the Suns, who lost their fourth consecutive contest.
Deandre Ayton, who returned from his 25-game suspension
for testing positive for a diuretic, finished with 18 points and 12
rebounds, seven of those on the offensive end. — Reuters

VISAKHAPATNAM: Opener Rohit Sharma smashed
159 in a power packed batting show to set up India’s
107-run series-levelling win over West Indies in the
second one-day international yesterday. Sharma put on
227 runs with opening partner KL Rahul, who made
102, as India amassed 387 for five while batting first
and went on to make the three-match series 1-1 in
Visakhapatnam.

Spinner Kuldeep Yadav claimed a hat-trick as the
hosts bowled out the West Indies for 280 in 43.3 overs.
Wicketkeeper-batsman Shai Hope top-scored with 78
while Nicholas Pooran made 75.

Yadav returned figures of 3-52 with his left-arm
wrist spin after becoming India’s first bowler to claim
two hat-tricks in international matches. Paceman
Mohammed Shami also took three wickets.

Sharma though remained the hero with his seventh

century of the year, taking him past skipper Virat Kohli
as the top run-getter in 2019 with 1427 runs off 27
matches. “What’s been good is in the last three games,
including the one at Wankhede (third Twenty20 against
West Indies) and first two ODIs, we’ve batted well in
the first half,” said Kohli.

“It’s always good to get 40-50 extra. Rohit and KL
were outstanding, the opening partnership set it up.”
Kohli, who had a rare flop as he fell for a first-ball duck,
has scored 1292 runs in 25 ODI matches.

Shreyas Iyer also tore into the West Indies attack
with a 32-ball 53 as he hit Roston Chase for 31 runs —
including four sixes and one four — in the 47th over.
His partnerships including a 73-run fourth-wicket stand
with wicketkeeper-batsman Rishabh Pant, who hit 39
off 16 deliveries.

Sharma, who was dropped on 70 when Shimron
Hetmyer spilled a Chase shot, was slow out of the
blocks but got into his stride after reaching 50 off 67
deliveries. The attacking batsman soon overtook his
partner, who had raised his fifty in 46 balls, and went on
to complete his 28th ODI hundred amid loud cheers
from a capacity crowd. Rahul recorded his third ODI
hundred with a boundary off Alzarri Joseph, but lost his
wicket to the paceman four balls later when mistiming a
shot to third man.

YADAV STRIKES 
Nicknamed the Hitman, Sharma registered his eighth

score of 150 plus before edging an incoming delivery
from paceman Sheldon Cottrell to the wicketkeeper.
West Indies responded strongly with Hope, who was
dropped on nought, and Evin Lewis putting on 61 runs
for the first wicket.

Hope then put on 106 runs for the fourth wicket with
Nicholas Pooran, who survived a reprieve on 22 with
Deepak Chahar dropping a simple catch at long-on off
Ravindra Jadeja, hitting 75 off 47 balls.

Shami broke the stand with the wicket of Pooran and
struck on the very next ball to get skipper Kieron
Pollard caught behind for a first-ball duck.

Yadav then got the prized wicket of Hope with Kohli
taking a superb catch in the outfield and then sent back
Jason Holder stumped for 11 and Alzarri Joseph caught
at second slip for nought to celebrate the hat-trick.

Debutant Khary Pierre made 21 and Keemo Paul hit
46 before being bowled by Shami as India won con-
vincingly after losing the earlier game by eight wickets.

“We deserve to go out with a bang, our heads and
shoulders are still high,” said Pollard. “We’ll come back
and fight hard in a couple of days.” The third ODI is on
Sunday in Cuttack. — AFP

Sharma 159 helps 
India draw level 
with West Indies

VISAKHAPATNAM: India’s Rohit Sharma celebrates his
century (100 runs) during the second one day internation-
al (ODI) cricket match between India and the West Indies
in Visakhapatnam yesterday. — AFP


