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Local Spotlight

Anger and promises 

In Kuwait, places to hang out are malls, restaurants, 
and cafes. As a lover of open spaces, these options 
are not okay for me. My expectations for a good 

weekend include open areas, green spaces and gather-
ings of friends. For years, I packed my barbecue tools in 
my car and gathered some friends to enjoy the pleasant 
winter weather. But after Kuwait strictly announced a 
fine of KD 1,000 and deportation if people barbecue in 
public places, we started to go to private places to bar-
becue legally. 

But this has become harder and harder, as these 
places took advantage and raised the entrance fees from 
500 fils (KD 1 on weekends) to KD 1.500. Paying for the 
meat, tools, snacks, drinks and entrance fees makes it 
harder to gather a large number of friends or family to 
enjoy a simple meal. I do not blame Kuwait for taking 
such an action. A bad attitude is also to be blamed. Some 
people throw trash including food and plastic wastes in 
public spaces which made the situation worse. 

Every weekend, in malls, parks, restaurants, and beach-
es, people will enjoy their time with their family leaving a 
massive amount of trash behind. It’s disheartening. It 
takes hours and maybe days to clean up after them. 

It seems every holiday, weekend or public day off 
results in a rush to dump garbage in Kuwait’s public 
spaces. Last February on the national and liberation 
days, 1,310 cleaners with hundreds of cleaning machines 
and equipment, cleaned up more than  1350 cubic meters 
of waste. In spite of the pre-awareness campaigns of the 
municipality for the public to celebrate in a good way. A 
similar trashing of the beaches and corniche happened 
last December during the winter break. 

To counter the widespread disregard for our commu-
nity and public spaces, hundreds of people in Kuwait 
began to participate in clean-up campaigns, picking lit-
ter from trash-strewn parks and streets, but despite all 
those efforts, some individuals keep on doing it. But sad-
ly their noble efforts are drowned in the oceanic levels of 
trash still left behind by people in Kuwait every single 
weekend. 

I call on all people to start cleaning up their neighbor-
hoods and pick up their trash - it is not hard. Let us 
enjoy cleaning open spaces for you and your children to 
enjoy and to protect threatened areas. We must advise 
people to clean up and be responsible for taking care of 
things after barbecuing, picnicking, eating or drinking.
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IN MY VIEW

Clean up after yourself!

This week, Kuwait was occupied with the new 
government formation and rain that caused the 
closure of some roads and flooded streets and 

houses, which angered the people. It was truly a week 
of anger, as rumors and bad news abounded. We are 
on the threshold of a new week and the rain has end-
ed, but the repercussions of the new government for-
mation and the people’s reactions are indicators that 
must be taken into consideration. 

Well, a government has gone and has been 
replaced by a new government with some new and 
controversial names, while others have been given 
more powers, But I believe that the general public 
wants to see a change in approach and not only faces. 

I think many governments are failing to win the 
people’s approval because they believe that they are 
more understanding of people’s needs than the peo-
ple themselves, and this is the biggest mistake many 
governments make worldwide these days. Changing 
the governmental approach in dealing with the needs 
of citizens and expats is the solution.  

Words and good wishes should turn into practical 
implementation of applicable work plans in a fair 
manner for everyone. Promises unfortunately are no 
longer sufficient to address the Kuwaiti situation now. 

What do people want? I believe a person in 
Kuwait wants to live comfortably, whether citizen or 
expat, and I do not mean financially only, but morally 
and humanly. We also have to be aware that there is 
an oppressed segment, which is the category of 
retirees and expats who have not received their 
salaries for months. Then there are those who receive 
“fictional” salaries, and bedoons who are suffering a 
lot in silence. So there are mistakes and imbalances 
that need immediate treatment. 

That is why governments do not usually succeed in 
facing public anger because people do not know 
what is going on behind closed doors, but they see a 
reflection of what is happening on the ground. So, 
dissatisfaction with the new government formation is 
not surprising, but expected. After the new ministers 
took the oath of office, the level of popular approval 
was very low, and this can be measured from discus-
sions, tweets and statements by various people and 
their attitudes. Some parliamentary statements were 
even objectionable.  

I guess the challenge soon will be between the new 
government and the Kuwaiti street, simply 
because the government’s performance will be under 
the microscope 24/7, and people will use social media 
platforms to express their dissatisfaction with any 
bad performance or statement or even a tweet by a 
minister. 

I do not want to be drowned early in pessimism, 
but the indicators are difficult. The government wants 
to succeed, but it does not have many options or a 
guarantee of success. Therefore, the government must 
prepare to act immediately to correct the mistakes of 
the past and explicitly fight corruption.
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