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Kuwait, Saudi Arabia set 
to sign neutral zone deal 

Oil production will resume in phases • Output to return to full capacity in few months

News in brief

By A Saleh 
 

KUWAIT: Well-informed official 
oil sources said a high-ranking 
Saudi delegation headed by Saudi 
Oil Minister Prince Abdul Aziz bin 
Salman will arrive in Kuwait to sign 
an agreement on resuming oil pro-
duction in the shared neutral zone 
jointly run by both countries. The 
sources expected the agreement 
will be signed tomorrow or on 
Wednesday.  

The sources added that protocol 
arrangements are being made to 
sign a demarcation agreement and 
resume oil production at the Khafji 
and Wafra oilfields as soon as pos-
sible after a four-year suspension. 
The sources said that the green 
light for resumption of production 
would be made in Kuwait after 
signing the agreement and positive-
ly settling all political and technical 
concerns for the best of both coun-
tries’ interests. “Oil production will 
resume in phases and is expected to 

reach the maximum capacity of 
500,000 barrels per day within a 
few months,” the sources said.  

Earlier yesterday, Kuwaiti Oil 
Minister Khaled Al-Fadhel had 
hoped Kuwait and Saudi Arabia will 
resolve the neutral zone issue by the 
end of 2019.  “We hope that by the 
end of the year things will be cleared 
out and things will go back to nor-

mal,” Fadhel told reporters on the 
sidelines of a meeting of the 
Organization of Arab Petroleum 
Exporting Countries in Kuwait. 

“Kuwait and Saudi Arabia have 
always been in agreement (regarding 
the neutral zone conflict),” Fadhel 
added. However, resuming oil pro-
duction from the zone remains a 
political issue that needs to be dis-
cussed at higher levels, he added. In 
October, Kuwait’s Deputy Foreign 
Minister Khaled Al-Jarallah said 
negotiations between Kuwait and 
Riyadh on the neutral zone issue 
were “very positive” and an agree-
ment has been reached.  

The disagreement between Saudi 
Arabia and Kuwait started over the 
Wafra field, which is operated by 
Chevron Corp. Saudi Arabia extend-
ed the original 60-year concession 
of the field, giving the US company 
rights over Wafra until 2039. Kuwait 
was furious over the announcement 
and claims Riyadh never consulted it 
about the extension.

Khaled Al-Fadhel

By B Izzak 
 

KUWAIT: Five lawmakers yesterday demanded the 
formation of a three-MP panel to investigate the cir-
cumstances surrounding the death of a handicapped 
Kuwaiti citizen in police custody allegedly as a 
result of torture. MP Mohammad Al-Dallal, one of 
the signatories on a request to be filed in the 
Assembly tomorrow, said the lawmakers are also 
demanding that the committee should complete its 
work within one month. 

Other signatories include MPs Osama Al-Shaheen, 
Abdullah Al-Kandari, Saleh Ashour and Mohammad 
Al-Hadiya. This is the second motion by lawmakers 
demanding a parliamentary probe into the death of 
Ahmad Al-Dhafiri in police custody. Interior Minister 
Anas Al-Saleh already announced he has ordered a 
swift investigation into the death of the special-needs 
citizen and promised to take legal action against the 
perpetrators based on the outcome of the probe. 

The death recalls a similar incident in 2011 when 
Mohammad Al-Maimouni died in police detention 
following several days of torture. The case forced the 
then interior minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Khaled Al-
Sabah to resign. Dallal said Kuwaiti law prevents the 
arrest and detention of any person in Kuwait without 
a warrant from the public prosecution, adding that 
reports suggest that Dhafiri was subjected to torture 
that caused his death. 

The lawmaker said MPs have also filed a draft law 
calling that departments related to achieving justice 
like the forensic and criminal investigation depart-
ments must be moved from the interior ministry to the 
ministry of justice to make sure that justice conditions 
are guaranteed. Similar bills were filed and rejected 
by assemblies in the past, mainly because the govern-
ment rejected the idea.  

Dallal said the motion wants the proposed investi-
gation panel to probe the reasons for arresting 
Dhafiri and all officials involved in his detention, in 
addition to investigating tools and methods used in 
police questioning and this includes any means that 
violate human rights. It also wants the committee to 
probe the outcome of the interior ministry’s investi-
gation into the case. 

MPs demand probe  
into ‘torture’ death

Kuwait appoints envoy to Palestine 
 
RAMALLAH: Kuwait has appointed Aziz Al-
Daihani as the country’s first ambassador to the 
state of Palestine, with the diplomat submitting a 
copy of his credentials to Palestinian President 
Mahmoud Abbas. “This is a message from Kuwait 
to the entire world that the state of Palestine is 
Arab territory and we stand by the Palestinian 
people,” Daihani told KUNA. He highlighted 
Kuwait’s historic ties with the Palestinians, saying 
his country will continue to support the 
“Palestinian cause”.  — KUNA 

Holiday on Jan 1, 2: CSC 
 
KUWAIT: The Civil Service Commission (CSC) 
announced that Wednesday, Jan 1, 2020 will be the 
New Year’s holiday for all ministries and government 
bodies. In addition, Thursday, Jan 2 is also included 
within the holiday, and official work will resume on 
Sunday, Jan 5, noted the CSC, pointing out that for 
public interest, authorities of special nature will 
determine their holidays at a later date. — KUNA 

Firemen free hand from mincer 
 
KUWAIT: Firemen spent three hours trying to 
free the hand of a man from a meat mincer at 
Adan Hospital. A call was received at dawn about 
the incident, so the technical rescue team 
responded. The man was then handed to special-
ist doctors. —Hanan Al-Saadoun 

NEW DELHI: Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi sought yesterday to reassure 
India’s Muslims as a wave of deadly 
protests against a new citizenship law 
put his Hindu nationalist government 
under pressure like never before. At least 
25 people have died in almost two weeks 
of demonstrations and violence after 
Modi’s government passed the law criti-
cized as anti-Muslim. More protests 
took place yesterday. 

Addressing party supporters in New 
Delhi - who cried “Modi! Modi!” at the 
mention of the law - the 69-year-old 

said Muslims “don’t need to worry at all” 
provided they are genuine Indians. 
“Muslims who are sons of the soil and 
whose ancestors are the children of 
mother India need not to worry,” Modi 
told the crowd of thousands. Accusing 
the main opposition Congress party of 
condoning the recent violence by not 
condemning it, Modi said opponents 
were “spreading rumors that all Muslims 
will be sent to detention camps”. “There 
are no detention centers. All these sto-
ries about detention centers are lies, lies 
and lies,” he said.  

Modi added that his government 
introduces reforms without any religious 
bias. “We have never asked anyone if 
they go to a temple or a mosque when it 
comes to implementing welfare 
schemes,” he said. Modi’s nationalist 
party plans to hold more than 200 news 

Continued on Page 24 NEW DELHI: Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi speaks during a rally yesterday. — AFP 

DOHA: A general view taken on Dec 20, 2019 shows the skyline of the Qatari capital. — AFP 

Modi seeks to  
soothe Muslims  
as protests rage

ANKARA: Turkey will increase its military support to 
the internationally recognized government of Libya if 
necessary and will evaluate ground, air and marine 
options, President Recep Tayyip Erdogan said yester-
day, after the two signed a military cooperation accord 
last month. Turkey backs Fayez Al-Serraj’s Government 
of National Accord (GNA) in Libya, which has been 
torn by factional conflict since 2011, and has already 
sent military supplies to the GNA despite a United 
Nations arms embargo, according to a report by UN 
experts seen by Reuters last month. 

Turkey has also said it could deploy troops to Libya if 
the GNA makes such a request. The GNA has been 
fighting a months-long offensive by Khalifa Haftar’s 
forces based in the east of the country. Haftar’s forces 
have received support from Russia, Egypt, Jordan and 
the United Arab Emirates. Speaking in the northern 
province of Kocaeli, Erdogan said Turkey had recently 
provided “very serious” support to the GNA, adding 
Libya was a country Turkey would support “with its life”. 

“They are supporting an illegal warlord, who is the 
pawn of certain nations, instead of the UN-recognized 
government,” Erdogan said, in an apparent reference 
to Haftar and the countries who support him. “If neces-
sary, we will increase the military aspect of our sup-
port to Libya, and evaluate all our options, from the 
ground, air and sea,” he said. Forces loyal to Haftar 
said on Saturday they had seized a Turkish ship to 
search its cargo, but Ankara has made no official com-
ment on the claim. The Turkish ship, registered in 

Grenada, was taken to the port of Ras Al-Helal near 
the eastern city of Derna “to search and verify its car-
go”, Ahmed Al-Mesmari, the spokesman for Haftar’s 
forces, said in a statement. 

Speaking before Erdogan, Defense Minister Hulusi 
Akar said Turkey will stand by Libya’s government until 
peace, stability and security are established in the 
country. Last month, Turkey and the GNA signed an 
accord to boost military cooperation and a separate 
deal on maritime boundaries, which has enraged 
Greece. Ankara and Athens have been at odds over 
hydrocarbon resources off the coast of the divided 
island of Cyprus. While Greece has said the accord 
violates international law, Turkey has rejected those 
accusations, saying it aims to protect its rights in the 
eastern Mediterranean.  

Yesterday, Erdogan said Turkey will “absolutely” not 
turn back from its agreements with Libya. 

Continued on Page 24 

Erdogan to increase  
military support  
to Libya if needed 

DOHA: The man in charge of organizing 
the 2022 World Cup in Qatar has 
labelled this month’s club equivalent a 
“great success” as a test event but 
admitted the Gulf state has plenty still to 
learn over the next three years leading 
up to the controversial tournament. 
Hassan Al-Thawadi, secretary general of 
the supreme committee for the World 
Cup, also insisted the tiny country will 
be able to handle an influx of huge num-
bers of supporters and sought to reas-
sure fans used to western culture that 
they will be made to feel welcome. 

“Our plans were previously theoretical 

and today they are being applied on the 
ground. Overall I think the Club World 
Cup has been a great success as a test 
event,” Thawadi told media in Doha 
ahead of Saturday’s final between 
Liverpool and Flamengo. “There are 
three more years to go to learn, so I have 
no doubt that by 2022 we will be ready.” 
Thawadi was speaking at Education City, 
one of eight proposed venues for 2022. 

The 40,000-seat stadium - which will 
be partially dismantled after 2022 - was 
due to be inaugurated during the Club 
World Cup, but delays postponed its 
opening. In contrast, the city’s sparkling 
new metro network has performed well 
after fully opening earlier this month. 
Crowds of exuberant fans of Flamengo, 
Esperance or Liverpool armed with free 
tickets have rubbed shoulders with 
Qataris and expat commuters on the 
plush system. 

Continued on Page 24 

Qatar claims  
success of  
World Cup test 

Kuwaiti Ambassador to Palestine Aziz Al-Daihani meets 
Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas. — KUNA 


