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Fossil fuel to form 75% of global
energy in 2035: Kuwaiti minister 

KUWAIT: Sheikh Abdullah Al Salem
Cultural Center on Thursday will show-
case the rare astronomical occurrence of
the annular solar eclipse from the skies
of Kuwait inside its Planetarium. Visitors
will witness the stages of the eclipse,
which is expected to last one hour and
eight minutes, as of 7:48 am. The partial
eclipse will cover 85 percent of the sun
for the first time since 1999. Elsewhere in
the region, annular eclipses will be
observed in Saudi Arabia, the United
Arab Emirates and Oman. Over Kuwait,
the occurrence will repeat itself on June
21, 2020, but to the lesser extent of 61
percent, with only two more coming

after that until 2029.The Planetarium
forms part of the center’s state-of-the-
art Space Museum. — KUNA

Center to show solar
eclipse at Planetarium

OPEC production cuts pave way for stable oil prices: Fadhel
KUWAIT: Fossil-based fuel will form 75
percent of global energy by 2035, accord-
ing to expectations of the Organization of
the Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC).
The remarks  were made by Kuwait ’s
Minister of Oil and Minister of Electricity
and Water Khaled Al-Fadhel during the
103rd meeting of the Organization of Arab
Petroleum Exporting Countries (OAPEC) in
Kuwait yesterday. He noted the need for
further cooperation to protect the stability
of oil markets in the coming months. The
meeting comes after a series of key inter-
national events in the oil and gas field,
including the meeting of parties to the
United Nations Framework Convention on
Climate Change, held in Madrid. It also
comes after the recent OPEC Ministerial
Meeting in Vienna, where members agreed
on further  reduct ion in  o i l  output  by
500,000 barre ls  a  day start ing next
January, said Fadhel. 

Stable prices 
OPEC’s  decis ion to  cut  an extra

500,000 barrels of  oi l  a day from the
global market is likely to create a positive
ripple effect on oil prices, Fadhel said. A
thaw in the United States’ trade war with
China, coupled with the major  conse-
quences of Brexit have helped restore sta-
bility to oil prices well into next year, he
told reporters after the meeting. On a gas
export deal with Iraq, the minister said the
agreement has reached its ‘first phase,’ and
will come into effect once joint feasibility
studies are completed. Similarly, he said

talks are ongoing between Kuwait and
Saudi Arabia pending an agreement on the
resumption of oil output in a ‘divided zone’
between the two Gulf neighbors. OAPEC
was established in 1968 and is divided into
the Council of Ministers, Executive Bureau,
Genera l  Secretar iat  and the Judic ia l
Tribunal . I ts  members include Kuwait ,
Saudi Arabia, UAE, Qatar, Bahrain, Iraq,
Syria, Egypt, Libya and Algeria.

New Secretary General
OAPEC’s  Counci l  of  Ministers

announced in  i ts  meet ing appoint ing
Kuwaiti candidate Ali Bin Sabt as the new
Secretary General of the organization. In a
statement following the meeting, Bahraini
Minister of  Oi l  Sheikh Mohammad Al-

Khalifa said, it was approved to hold the
next OAPEC Council of Ministers meeting
in Kuwait December 13, 2020. Khalifa, who
is  a lso the chairperson of  the current
OAPEC 2019 session, stated that the min-
utes of the 102nd meeting of the Council of
Ministers were approved in addition to
adopting the estimated budget project for
the organization general secretariat and
judiciary for 2020. A new office had been
appointed as the organization’s auditor for
the General Secretariat and the judiciary
for the year 2020, he added.

Khalifa also said that it was decided to
assign the executive office with submitting
a plan to activate and develop the organi-
zation’s role to be presented to the Council
of Ministers meeting and for the General
Secretariat to provide the required support
to the executive office to carry out its
tasks during the year 2020.The meeting
also approved to extend Iraq’s’ period for
supervising on the Arab Oil Institute for
training for a period of two years, starting
from January 2020, he said. The People’s
Democratic Republic of Algeria will take

on the presidency of the next session of
the Council of Ministers and the executive
office of the organization for one year,
starting from the first of January 2020,
Khalifa said. The meeting also reviewed
number of topics and studies carried out
by the General Secretariat of the organiza-
tion, as well as the role of the organization
institutions, OAPEC award for scientific
research in the fields of oil and gas, where
the award first place was withheld, and the
second place granted for research submit-
ted by the Kingdom of Bahrain. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Representatives of the Organization of Arab Petroleum Exporting Countries (OAPEC) pose for a group photo during an
OAPEC meeting in Kuwait yesterday. —Photos by Yasser Al-Zayyat

Kuwait’s Minister of Oil and Minister of
Electricity and Water Khaled Al-Fadhel
attends the meeting.

KUWAIT: The Kuwaiti State Audit
Bureau (SAB) said Sunday that in last
November it studied 307 topics, includ-
ing general and limited tenders, with an
estimated value of about KD 720.7 mil-
lion ($2.3 billion). SAB expressed its
opinion on 228 files valued at KD 632.3
million ($2.08 billion) or 74.2 percent of
the total subjects under discussion dur-
ing that period, said Auditor of the
Department of Advance Oversight for

Social Affairs Siham Al-Mutairi in a
press statement. The prior examination
of some of the files studied resulted in
direct savings to the public treasury at
an estimated value of KD 725,292 ($2.3
million) last November, Mutairi added.
She pointed out that the bureau exercis-
es its prior control in accordance with
the law of its establishment 30/1964
because this control is able to prevent
any violations or damage. — KUNA

SAB studied KD 721 million
tenders in Nov

ABK supports World
Disabled Day in Kuwait

KUWAIT: Kuwait Society for the Follow-
up Issues of Disabled People (KSFIDP)
marked World Disabled Day with a sea-
son of different activities and events held
over a period of one month. Under the
theme of ‘Partners in Development,’ the
events began with a welcome and open-
ing ceremony at Hope School for Special
Needs, with a number of lectures, open

days, workshops and exhibitions taking
place as part of the program. The whole
season was sponsored by Al-Ahli Bank of
Kuwait (ABK) as part of its Corporate
Social Responsibility program to support
Kuwait’s community. The closing cere-
mony was held at The Regency Hotel on
December 16, 2019 where ABK was hon-
ored for its support. 


