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Residents in Kuwait given free visas
to attend Riyadh’s ‘MDL Beast’ fest

By A Saleh 

KUWAIT: Saudi authorities issued an official resolu-
tion allowing all residents in Kuwait, Bahrain and UAE
free visas to enter Saudi Arabia through various exits
to attend an event, said the Saudi Al-Youm newspa-
per. The newspaper added that the decision was made
to support the conclusion of the ‘Riyadh Season’ festi-
val and attract more tourists to Saudi Arabia. 

According to the decision, residents in the three
GCC states were given three-day visas over the past
weekend (December 19-21) to attend the MDL Beast
music festival held for the first time in the world to
conclude the Riyadh Festival, which attracted over 10
million visitors. Notably, Saudi Arabia is witnessing
rapid growth in attracting tourists after it launched
online or on-arrival visas for citizens of 49 countries
for a fee of SR 300 plus SR 140 for health insurance
per tourist to get a visa valid for 360 days, allowing a
visitor a stay of 90 days per visit for a maximum total
of 180 days a year. 

Maternity hospital
The Ministry of Public Works (MPW) yesterday

said that 15 percent of the new maternity hospital
project has been completed so far and that the total
cost of the hospital will be KD 220 million. “KD 41
million has been spent so far and 45 percent of the
total value - KD 100 million - will be spent on import-
ing the needed medical and electromechanical equip-
ment needed for the project,” an MPW statement
explained. The ministry added that the project’s con-
tract was signed in Oct 2016; construction began in
Aug 2019 and is expected to conclude in July 2021. 

Further, MPW explained that the new hospital
would include 780 beds, 28 operation rooms, 60
delivery rooms, 240 premature baby care units, 28 fol-
low-up units, 52 ICUs and 83 OPDs. It added that the
hospital will include four buildings - the main one
comprising of a basement and six floors, an 11-floor
tower, a 15-floor tower and a 17-floor tower, in addi-
tion to a separate multilevel parking building for 1,219
vehicles. MPW elaborated that 80 percent of the
patients rooms would overlook the Arabian Gulf 8
meters away from the hospital. 

Replacement policy
Minister of Finance and Acting Minister of State for

Economic Affairs Mariam Al-Aqeel said the Public
Authority for Manpower operates according to regu-
lations of labor law number 6/2010 and its amend-
ments with regard to assessing employers’ needs of
labor. Aqeel added that the authority works on
responding to employers’ requests to bring and
recruit expat labor according to the licenses they get
from the Ministry of Commerce and Industry (MoCI)
or any other government body. She stressed that the
manpower authority is fully committed to implement
the replacement policy in all government positions. 

Responding to an inquiry about the growing
unemployment rate in Kuwait, Aqeel denied this and
stressed that around 3,600 citizens are registered for
employment with the Civil Service Commission and
that applicants sometimes reject the jobs offered and
prefer waiting to be appointed in one of the min-
istries. Aqeel added that since they form 60 percent
of the population, youth will be at the center of all
future government planning, especially through the
SME fund which encourages Kuwaiti youth to start
their own businesses focusing on projects with high
environmental returns such as waste recycling and
other economic initiatives. 

By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: Kuwait Fire Service Directorate
carried out a mock exercise at the new
building of Amiri Hospital in Sharq. The
scenario was about a fire on the fifth and
eleventh floors of the new building, so two
teams - one for rescue and the other for
firefighting - were formed. Thick smoke
filled the place, so the building was evacu-
ated and ventilated. A person on the 11th
floor was rescued, while the hazardous
materials team dealt with the fire on the 5th
floor in a medicine storeroom where haz-
ardous material had “leaked”. An “injured”
person was handed to paramedics.

Live ammunition exercise
The relations and security information

department at the interior ministry said
the coastguard will carry out a live ammu-
nition exercise in Kuwait’s territorial
waters today and tomorrow (Dec 23-24,
2019) from 8 am until 3 pm. It warned sea-
goers from approaching the site during
the abovementioned timings. The shooting
will take place around Qarouh and Um Al-
Maradem islands.

Municipality tour
Kuwait Municipality’s public relations

department said the emergency team in
the Capital governorate carried out a field
tour resulting in issuing five citations for
displaying goods in front of the store. The
team also dealt with seven complaints
received through the hotline 1855555.

By Meshaal Al-Enezi 

KUWAIT: Municipal Council member Humoud Al-
Enezi urged Kuwait Municipality to study the
expected effects of what he described as the
“gradual shift of means of transportation from
conventional cars to electric vehicles.” The council
member argued that many countries around the
world have already set related plans to use elec-
tric-operated vehicles as a way to protect the
environment. 

Enezi added that with the relatively low elec-
tricity prices in Kuwait, this shift, including the
construction of charging stations, would have low
economic viability, which would hinder investment
opportunities in this field. “This can be solved by
providing automobile charging services at various
co-ops and government  bodies’ parking spaces,”
he added. Furthermore, he noted that studies show
that 70 percent of European electric vehicles are
charged from household electricity, which is
expected to overload the power grid in Kuwaiti
residential areas. 

In other news, the Municipal Council’s legal and
financial committee deferred discussing the clean-
liness and waste movement project during its
meeting yesterday, and approved a proposal made
by deputy chairman Abdul Aziz Al-Mehri to
amend clause one of article 11 of the ministerial
resolution number 150/2006 pertaining the ads’
chart. Meanwhile, the Ahmadi committee at the
Municipal Council yesterday approved a Public
Authority for Industry request to amend allocating
site number 17 in Abdullah Port from automobile
storage to a general storage area. The committee
also approved  a Public Authority for Agricultural
Affairs and Fish Resources request to allocate a
site at Wafra’s Block 5 to be used as a veterinary
hospital for raising and treating horses.KUWAIT: Firefighters participate in a drill at the new building of Amiri

Hospital.
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