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Patriots and Texans win to 
capture NFL division crowns
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WASHINGTON: Reigning Super Bowl champion New
England and the Houston Texans clinched NFL division
titles with victories Saturday, Houston sealing a playoff
berth and the Patriots moving closer to a first-round
bye. New England held off a late Buffalo fightback for a
24-17 home triumph to secure an 11th consecutive AFC
East division title while the Texans forced five turnovers
in a 23-20 victory at Tampa Bay to claim the AFC
South crown.

And the San Francisco 49ers edged the Los Angeles
Rams 34-31 on Robbie Gould’s game-ending 33-yard
field goal to boost their chances at a first-round bye.
The result also clinched a playoff spot for Minnesota by
eliminating the Rams from the hunt.

Tom Brady, the 42-year-old Patriots quarterback
with a record six Super Bowl titles, completed 26-of-33
passes for 271 yards and a touchdown and also ignited
two fourth-quarter scoring drives to rally New England
past the Bills, who fell to 3-32 all-time against Brady.

“Amazing accomplishment and great win,” Brady
said. “That’s a damn good football team we beat. Give
credit to our guys. We came back in the fourth quarter.
Our defense has been playing great all year. Another
hard-fought game. I’m glad we won.”

The Patriots (12-3) would secure a first-round play-
off bye with a home victory next week over Miami (3-
11). “This was a playoff game. Next week is a playoff
game,” Patriots coach Bill Belichick said. “We’ll keep
building this thing and keep rolling. We’re in the play-
offs now.”

An offensive pass interference call wiped out a 33-
yard Brady touchdown pass to Ben Watson early in the
third quarter, forcing the Patriots to settle for a 51-yard
Nick Folk field goal and a 13-10 lead.

Buffalo seized the lead on the next drive when John
Brown raced past New England’s defenders, caught a
Josh Allen pass and raced untouched into the end zone

to complete a 53-yard touchdown play as the Bills
grabbed a 17-13 advantage.

It was Buffalo’s longest play from scrimmage all sea-
son. In response, Brady drove the Patriots 77 yards in 11
plays but was stopped two yards from the goal line on
a third-down run and the Patriots settled for a 20-yard
Folk field goal to pull within 17-16 with 10:47 to go.

New England forced a Buffalo punt and Brady drove
the Patriots 59 yards in seven plays, Rex Burkhead’s 1-
yard touchdown run putting the hosts back in front
with 5:06 remaining.

Brady flipped a 2-point conversion pass to Julian
Edelman to boost New England’s lead to the final mar-
gin. The Bills drove to the Patriots 8-yard line in the
final minutes but New England’s defenders made two
sacks and forced an incomplete pass, setting up a final
desperate toss into the end zone that J.C. Jackson bat-
ted away to seal New England’s win.

Buffalo’s Stephen Hauschka kicked a 35-yard field
goal to open the scoring but the Patriots seized the lead
on Brady’s 8-yard touchdown pass to Matt LaCosse.

Brady directed the longest drive surrendered by the
Bills this year on a 17-play, 81-yard march that lasted
nearly nine minutes and ended on a 36-yard Folk field
goal for a 10-3 New England lead.

Buffalo drove 59 yards in 32 seconds with Allen flip-
ping a 1-yard touchdown pass to Dion Dawkins that
put Buffalo level 10-10 at half-time.

TEXANS REACH PLAYOFFS 
The Texans (10-5) earned a fourth playoff berth in

five seasons as Deshaun Watson threw for 184 yards
and ran for 37 more, Ka’imi Fairbairn kicked three field
goals and Bradley Roby returned an interception for a
touchdown.

Houston won for the fourth time in five games, a run
that included a win over the Patriots. Houston joined

New England, Buffalo, Baltimore and Kansas City in the
American Conference playoffs with Pittsburgh and
Tennessee, both 8-6, fighting for the final spot.

The playoff-bound 49ers improved to 12-3 after
Jimmy Garoppolo threw a 46-yard pass to Emmanuel
Sanders with 35 seconds remaining to set up Gould’s

game-winning field goal.
“It was just a battle,” Garoppolo said. “It was a fun

game.” San Francisco, Seattle, New Orleans, Green Bay
and Minnesota have sealed National Conference play-
off berths with either Dallas or Philadelphia set to win
the NFC East division for the last spot. — AFP

FOXBOROUGH: Devin Singletary #26 of the Buffalo Bills is tackled by John Simon #55 and Patrick Chung #23 of the New
England Patriots at Gillette Stadium in Foxborough, Massachusetts. Reigning Super Bowl champion New England and the
Houston Texans clinched NFL division titles with victories, Houston sealing a playoff berth and the Patriots moving closer
to a first-round bye. — AFP

Abdelaziz Al-Shatti with officials at the Arab Fencing Championship.

Kuwait wins gold in Arab
Fencing championship
KUWAIT: Kuwait won its first gold
medal in the Arab Fencing Championship
in the men’s and women’s open category,
as fencer Abdelaziz Al-Shatti won first
place in the epee category during the
launch of the championship which will
last until Wednesday.

The championship is being held at the
Kuwait Fencing Federation hall in Daeya
with 10 countries participating: Saudi
Arabia, Iraq, UAE, Tunis, Syria, Lebanon,
Qatar, Yemen, Palestine in addition to
Kuwait.

Al-Shatti defeated Saudi Arabia’s
Zakariya Al-Dawood 15-12 in the final
match, while the bronze medal went to
both Iraq’s Abbas Mohsen and UAE’s
Abdallah Al-Hamaadi.

In the women category Syria’s Najlaa
Al-Sharqi won the individual Sabre

beating Lebanon’s Rita Abu Judeh,
meanwhile, Iraq’s Ghadeer Munther and
Narjis Ahmad shared the bronze medal.

Manager of Kuwait’s national teams
Abdelkareem Al-Shamlan expressed his
pleasure towards the large participation
in the championship which is considered
the strongest Arab field of competition.

He lauded Al-Shatti’s gold medal, and
hoped for more to Kuwait during the
coming days, especially that local fenc-
ing has a pioneering status in Arabia and
Asia. He said the championship is a good
preparation for Kuwaiti fencers who the
KFF rely on to reach the Tokyo 2020
finals, those are Abdelaziz Al-Shatti,
Yousuf Al-Shamlan and Yasser Ali
Nasser, and they will participate in world
cup rounds, and will collect qualifying
points from it.

LOS ANGELES: Jermell Charlo stopped
Tony Harrison in the 11th round to
reclaim the World Boxing Council super
welterweight title on Saturday in a
championship rematch in suburban Los
Angeles. Charlo knocked down Harrison
in the second round and twice more in
the 11th before referee Jack Reiss
stopped the bout two minutes and 28
seconds into the 11th of 12 scheduled
rounds in Ontario, California. Charlo
improved to 33-1 with his 17th victory
inside the distance while Harrison fell to
28-3. The showdown of 29-year-old
Americans was the first fight for Harrison
since he took a unanimous decision over
Charlo last December in New York, the
only loss of Charlo’s career.

“I got that belt back,” Charlo said. “I
waited until the 11th but I didn’t leave it
up to the judges.” Charlo was leading on
the scorecards of two of the three judges
in the 11th when he landed a left hook on
the champion’s chin, staggering Harrison,
who wobbled backwards into the ropes
and onto his rear.

Charlo landed five punches in a row, a
left hook and solid right, sending down
Harrison again. Charlo climbed the far
ropes to celebrate but Harrison rose and

Reiss let him continue. “I thought it was
over,” Charlo said. “I’m not the referee.
He come to fight. He did what he had to
do. He had a lot of pressure on him.”

Once fighting resumed, Charlo landed
another five punches while wobbly
Harrison could only cover up, prompting
Reiss to end it. “I ain’t going to question
whatever he saw,” Harrison said. “I start-
ed getting a little lax. I got caught
between hooks. No excuses. He earned
it. I got caught slipping in between.
Don’t trade your offense for defense.”

Harrison wants a third fight between
the rivals to settle who is best. “I would
love to do it one more time,” Harrison
said. “I feel like I let (my hometown of
Detroit) down. I think I let me down. It’s
1-1. Hopefully we do it again.”

Charlo said he wants to become the
division’s first undisputed champion since
2004, which would put him in the path of
reigning World Boxing Association and
International Boxing Federation champi-
on Julian Williams, an American who
defends his title next month. “We can
kick it again,” Charlo said of Harrison’s
third-fight hopes. “But I’m off to bigger
and better things. “I’m down for whatever
makes history.” —AFP

Charlo stops Harrison to reclaim
super welterweight title

KUWAIT: Zain, the leading digital service
provider in Kuwait, concluded its official spon-
sorship of the FINA World Men’s Junior (U20s)
Water Polo Championships 2019. The tourna-
ment, hosted by Kuwait, was organized by the
Kuwait Swimming Association and the Public
Authority for Sport under official supervision
from the International Swimming Federation
(FINA). The event took place at HH Sheikh
Nasser Al Mohammad Olympic Swimming
Pools Complex at Al Naser Sports Club under
the patronage of Speaker of the Kuwaiti
National Assembly Marzouq Al Ghanim.

Zain took part in the tournament’s conclud-
ing ceremony, which witnessed the attendance
of the Head of the Kuwait and Asian swimming
bodies Sheikh Khalid Al Bader Al Sabah, Head
of the Kuwaiti Olympic Committee Sheikh
Fahad Nasser Sabah Al Ahmad Al Sabah,
Deputy General Manager for Competitive
Sports Affairs at the Public Authority of Sport
Dr Saqer Al Mulla, Head and members of the
Kuwaiti and International swimming federa-
tions, as well as delegations from the partici-
pating countries.

Zain strongly believes in the important role
played by the private sector in developing the
youth and sports sectors in Kuwait. The com-
pany makes this concept a reality by sponsor-
ing and supporting various major sporting
events in Kuwait, including this international
tournament, as well as sponsoring and encour-
aging many Kuwaiti athletes who represent
Kuwait in local, regional, and international are-
nas. Throughout the championship, Zain
offered free 5G Internet coverage at HH
Sheikh Nasser Al Mohammad Olympic
Swimming Pools Complex. The high-speed
connection was used by the young partici-
pants, their parents and families, the official

delegations, organizing committees, as well as
the attending crowds. Zain was keen on offer-
ing its latest and most advanced services to
serve Kuwait’s guests and contribute to mak-
ing this international event a success, reflect-
ing Kuwait’s leading position in the interna-
tional sport scene. 

Zain’s support to the tournament comes in
line with its keenness on encouraging the vari-
ous efforts that contribute to developing the
Kuwaiti youth and sports sectors. The compa-
ny puts the support of Kuwaiti sports at the
forefront of its priorities under the umbrella of
its Corporate Sustainability and Social
Responsibility strategy. Zain’s support of
Kuwaiti champions, many of whom are aquat-
ics athletes, results in many achievements that

the company is proud of one year after anoth-
er.  The State of Kuwait hosted the FINA
World Men’s Junior (U20s) Water Polo
Championships 2019, organized by the Kuwait
Swimming Association and the Public
Authority for Sport under official supervision
from the International Swimming Federation
(FINA). The tournament featured 830 players
and administrators, as well as 280 delegates
and players’ parents. The Greek team won the
first-place title.  

This year, the tournament featured 20
teams: Kuwait, Serbia, Croatia, Montenegro,
Hungary, Spain, Italy, Greece, Russia, Canada,
United States of America, Brazil, Australia,
New Zealand, Egypt, South Africa, Japan,
China, Iran, and Uzbekistan. 

World Junior Water Polo Championships
recognize Zain’s official sponsorship

Sheikh Khalid Al Bader Al Sabah recognizes Zain’s support to the tournament. 

LAS VEGAS: Sarah Sjostrom dominated Cate
Campbell in the final round of the freestyle skins
race to lock up International Swimming
League’s first season Most Valuable Player
award as the glitzy new series concluded on
Saturday.

The Swedish Olympian’s storming finish
helped boost her Energy Standard outfit to the
team title in the fast-paced professional league,
designed to shake up swimming and expand the
profile of a sport whose biggest moments tradi-
tionally come at the Olympics and World
Championship.

And it saw her scoop the $50,000 season
MVP with 243.5 points, just 3.5 points ahead of
US star Caeleb Dressel. “I’m very happy I was
able to take this title,” said Sjostrom, who said
the star-studded lineup and frantic all-finals for-
mat of the series made for a pressure-filled
campaign.

“I was racing some of my biggest competi-
tors in almost every race I had,” she said. “I’m
not used to that tough racing that often so it was
very good experience to race with that much
pressure so often.

“I felt like I was swimming the world champi-
onships four times this season.” Sjostrom said
the fact that ISL pitted men against women for
the major season award was a drawing factor
for her in an age when equality of pay in all

walks of life, including sports, is a hot topic.
“I think this is one of the best parts about the

ISL that we race against the men,” she said.
Dressel, meanwhile, said he had no problem
seeing a woman capture the crown. “I don’t see
that as any honor lost,” he said. “Yeah I got beat
by a girl today — and I’m all right with that.”

Dressel, whose record eight medals at this
year’s world championships included six golds,
won the men’s skins race ahead of France’s
Florent Manaudou and locked up the meet MVP
award, worth $10,000.

Dressel, racing for Cali Condors, also won the
100m free and 50m fly on Saturday as he took
his tally of individual wins this weekend to five.
That included a 50m free triumph in which he
broke Manaudou’s short course world record on
Friday. While Manaudou couldn’t avenge the
loss of his world record in the skins race, the
French swimmer’s runner-up finish put Energy
Standard over the top for the team season prize
ahead of the London Roar — who had led the
standings most of the day.

The 14 men and 14 women of Energy
Standard, who share a $100,000 team jackpot
after their win at Mandalay Bay in Las Vegas,
where they celebrated by plunging together into
the event center pool after finishing with 453.5
points to the 444 of London Roar.

Cali Condors were third and LA Current
fourth. Japan’s Daiya Seto, making his series
debut this week for Energy Standard, proved a
key addition for his new team. He followed up
his world record 400m individual medley win
with victories in the 200m IM and the 200m
butterfly.

London had surged to the top of the table
with six race wins. That included Briton Adam
Peaty’s 100m breaststroke victory in a blistering

55.92sec and Aussie Emma McKeon’s 100m free
win over Sjostrom.

Energy Standard general manager James
Gibson said the team recruited its swimmers
with an eye toward the big points events of the
skins races and relays, and that paid off. He not-
ed that overall Energy Standard might not be
the best on paper, but said his swimmers’
resiliency was key.

“If you look on paper we were not the
strongest team,” Gibson said. “We won when it
mattered, the triple points, the skins and the
relays. “Today we were 37 points behind at one
point and we won.”

Manaudou said that’s what made the ISL —
and sport in general — so exciting. “This is why
we are watching sport,” he said. “There is a
team on paper — but it can be different in the
water.” — AFP

Sjostrom pips 
Dressel for first 
ISL MVP crown

LAS VEGAS: of Sweden, swimming for the
Energy Standard team celebrates after winning
the Women’s 50m Freestyle Skins race during
the International Swimming League (ISL)
Championship Finale at the Mandalay Bay Hotel
in Las Vegas, Nevada. — AFP


