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Kohli stars as India hold
nerve to win ODI series

CUTTACK: Skipper Virat Kohli smashed 85 to help
India pull off a nervous chase of 316 to win the third
one-day international by four wickets against West
Indies and clinch the series yesterday.

India relied on a key 58-run sixth-wicket stand
between Kohli and Ravindra Jadeja, unbeaten on 39 off
31 balls, to achieve their target with eight balls to spare
in Cuttack.

Paceman Keemo Paul claimed three wickets, includ-
ing that of Kohli in the 47th over, before Jadeja and
Shardul Thakur, 17 not out, took the team home and win
the series 2-1.

Rohit Sharma, who made 63, and KL Rahul, on 77,
lay the foundation of the team’s chase with their open-
ing partnership of 122 after the West Indies posted 315
for five. West Indies skipper Kieron Pollard and
Nicholas Pooran put together 135 runs for the fifth
wicket to lift their side from 144 for four to a fighting
total. Pollard remained unbeaten on 74 off 51 deliveries
after Pooran hit an attacking 89 to pulverise the Indian
bowling in the last 10 overs that got West Indies 118
runs. In response Kohli, who made India bowl first after
winning the toss, batted with conviction despite wick-
ets falling from the other end to make the second-
ranked ODI side finish the year on a high.

Jason Holder got Sharma caught behind and Alzarri
Joseph sent Rahul trudging back to the pavilion after

his second successive score of 50 plus. He made 102 in
India’s series-levelling second ODI.

But Kohli kept up the attack during his 81-ball knock
despite wickets falling at the other end before chopping
a wide delivery on the off side onto his stumps.

Thakur then hit two fours and a six in his six-ball
cameo to bring the packed house back to life as he cel-
ebrated the win with Jadeja.

India paceman Navdeep Saini claimed two wickets
after being handed his ODI cap by Kohli. The 27-year-
old Saini got his maiden ODI wicket after sending the
dangerous Shimron Hetmyer back to the pavilion for 37.
Hetmyer’s wicket ended a 62-run third-wicket stand
with Roston Chase who was bowled by a toe-crushing
yorker from Saini for 38 to hurt the West Indies.

But Pooran counter attacked and completed his sec-
ond successive fifty with a six off left-arm wrist spinner
Kuldeep Yadav, who went wicketless after coming into
the game with 99 scalps.

He hit 10 fours and three sixes in his knock that last-
ed 64 balls before falling to Shardul Thakur with a mist-
imed hit to deep point. Pant dropped three catches to
give Chase (on nought), Hetmyer (on nine) and Pooran
(on 52) extended stays at the wicket. India will next
host Sri Lanka for a three-match Twenty20 series start-
ing January 5. Australia will also travel to India for three
ODI matches starting January 14. — AFP

India next host Sri Lanka for three-match Twenty20 series from January 5

CUTTACK: India’s cricketers celebrate after winning the third one day international cricket match of a three-match
series between India and West Indies to win the series 2-1 at the Barabati Stadium in Cuttack yesterday. — AFP

WASHINGTON: Dmitry Orlov scored the
tiebreaking goal late in the third period, and
Nic Dowd added an empty-netter as the
Washington Capitals defeated the visiting
Tampa Bay Lightning 3-1 Saturday night. The
game was tied 1-1 when two penalties forced
Washington to play two men short for 86
seconds. But the Capitals killed off those
penalties, and Orlov broke the deadlock less
than a minute later with a slap shot from just
inside the left point for a 2-1 lead with 6:03
remaining. Washington was called for anoth-
er penalty a few minutes later, and Tampa
Bay coach Jon Cooper pulled goalie Curtis
McElhinney with just under four minutes left.
That gave the Lightning a 6-on-4 advantage,
but Dowd scored a short-handed empty-
netter with 2:23 left. The victory let the
Capitals sweep the three-game season series
with Tampa Bay.

JETS 6, WILD 0
Connor Hellebuyck made 31 saves, and

Blake Wheeler became the leading points-
scorer in franchise history as Winnipeg shut
out Minnesota. Wheeler earned a goal and
an assist, giving him 616 points in his career
with the Jets/Atlanta Thrashers franchise. Ilya
Kovalchuk held the previous record with 615
points. After recording only an .867 save
percentage and an 1-3-0 record over his
previous four games, Hellebuyck was terrific.
Patrik Laine scored his 12th and 13th goals
for the forward’s second multi-goal game of
the season, both against the Wild. Josh
Morrissey had three assists as the Jets
reached the six-goal plateau for the second
time this season. 

PREDATORS 4, BRUINS 3 (OT)
Ryan Ellis scored with 55 seconds

remaining in overtime, and visiting Nashville
edged struggling Boston. Roman Josi had
two goals, and Filip Forsberg also scored as
the Predators won for the third time in four
games. Ryan Johansen had three assists, and
Pekka Rinne stopped 29 shots in net. Patrice
Bergeron scored twice, including the tying
goal with 1:05 left in the third period, and Par
Lindholm also tallied. Jaroslav Halak made 25
saves for the Bruins, who have lost eight of
their last nine (1-4-4).

PANTHERS 4, HURRICANES 2
Chris Driedger, making just his third NHL

start, stopped 42 shots to lead Florida to a
win over Carolina in Raleigh, NC. It was
Florida’s first win at Carolina since Dec. 18,
2015. Panthers winger Noel Acciari, coming
off two straight hat tricks, scored one goal
and has 12 for the season. Evgenii Dadonov,
Brian Boyle and Jonathan Huberdeau also
scored for the Panthers, who won their third
straight game. Carolina, which had its three-
game win streak snapped, got goals from
Nino Niederreiter and Lucas Wallmark.
Hurricanes goalie Petr Mrazek made 18 saves.

BLACKHAWKS 5, AVALANCHE 3
Patrick Kane and Kirby Dach scored 28

seconds apart to start a third-period rally,
Dominik Kubalik scored a go-ahead goal late
in the third, and visiting Chicago beat
Colorado in Denver. Jonathan Toews had a
goal and two assists, Connor Murphy scored
an empty-net goal and Robin Lehner had 28
saves for the Blackhawks. Kubalik and Kane
also had assists. Matt Calvert scored twice,
Ryan Graves had a goal and an assist and
Tyson Jost had two assists for the Avalanche,
who blew a late lead before losing in regula-
tion for the second straight game. Philipp
Grubauer stopped 27 shots.

BLUES 5, SHARKS 2
Alex Pietrangelo’s tie-breaking goal mid-

way through the third period was the game-
winner, and Jaden Schwartz scored once in a

three-point game as visiting St. Louis beat
San Jose. Pietrangelo added another goal on
an empty-netter. Goaltender Jake Allen made
34 saves for the Western Conference-leading
Blues, who have won five straight games.
Goalie Martin Jones stopped 23 shots for the
Sharks, who have dropped two straight
games and have just one win in their last nine
outings (1-7-1).

SABRES 3, KINGS 2
Rasmus Ristolainen, Marco Scandella and

Victor Olofsson scored goals, and Buffalo
defeated Los Angeles for its fifth straight
home win. Sam Reinhart had two assists and
Linus Ullmark made 25 saves for the Sabres,
who were coming off an 0-2-1 road trip. Jack
Eichel had an assist to extend his point streak
— the longest active streak in the NHL — to
18 games. Adrian Kempe and Dustin Brown
scored, and Jonathan Quick made 25 saves
for the Kings, whose six-game point streak
(4-0-2) came to an end in the finale of their
season-long six-game road trip.

CANUCKS 4, PENGUINS 1
Elias Pettersson and J.T. Miller each had a

goal and an assist as Vancouver defeated
visiting Pittsburgh. Jake Virtanen and Brock
Boeser also scored for the Canucks, who
won their second in a row. Goaltender Jacob
Markstrom made 28 saves. Jake Guentzel
scored for the Penguins, who had their four-
game winning streak snapped. Goalie Matt
Murray, starting for the first time in six
games, stopped 10 of Vancouver’s season-
low 14 shots. Pittsburgh failed to put a shot
on net in the first period before peppering 20
in the second.

OILERS 4, CANADIENS 3
Riley Sheahan scored the game-winner,

while a trio of teammates collected a goal
and an assist each Edmonton’s win over
Montreal. Sheahan put the Oilers ahead for
the third and final time at the 7:48 mark of
the third period, when he converted a give-
and-go during a two-on-one rush with Josh
Archibald for his third goal of the season and
second in as many games. Goaltender Mikko
Koskinen made 23 saves for the Oilers, who
ended a two-game losing skid. Archibald,
Connor McDavid and Leon Draisaitl all net-
ted a pair of points in the win.

FLYERS 5, SENATORS 4 (SO)
Sean Couturier scored the only goal in the

shootout as Philadelphia beat host Ottawa.
Goalie Brian Elliott, who made 30 saves,
denied Tyler Ennis, Anthony Duclair and
Vladislav Namestnikov to move to 6-0-2
against the Senators, who selected him in the
2003 draft. James van Riemsdyk notched two
goals, Jakub Voracek collected a goal and an
assist, and Kevin Hayes scored for the Flyers,
who have won nine of 13. Ennis collected two
goals and an assist, for Ottawa, which played
its third straight overtime game (1-0-2).

DUCKS 6, ISLANDERS 5
Jakob Silfverberg’s backhanded goal in

the bottom of the shootout’s third round
helped Anaheim sweep the season series
from New York in a win in Uniondale, NY.
After teammate Max Comtois and New
York’s Josh Bailey scored, Silfverberg lifted
the game-winner over goalie Semyon
Varlamov. Adam Henrique recorded a goal
and an assist. Comtois, Sam Carrick,
Silfverberg and Cam Fowler had markers,
and Hampus Lindholm collected two assists.
John Gibson, who shut out the Islanders on
Nov. 25, made 28 saves. New York’s Nick
Leddy had a goal and two assists, and
Mathew Barzal, Brock Nelson, Ryan Pulock
and Anders Lee each contributed a goal and
a helper. Jordan Eberle and Derick Brassard
each notched two assists.—Reuters

KARACHI: Sri Lanka opener Oshada
Fernando struck a maiden century to delay
Pakistan’s victory quest after the home team’s
top four all scored hundreds in the second
Test in Karachi yesterday.

Set a daunting 476 runs to win, Sri Lanka
were tottering at 97 for five before Oshada
and Niroshan Dickwella halted the slide with
a resolute 104-run stand for the sixth wicket.

But the last three overs of the day saw
Dickwella fall for 65 — bowled while
attempting a reverse sweep off spinner Haris
Sohail — and Dilruwan Perera caught behind
off Naseen Shah for five.

The 16-year-old Naseem had the best fig-
ures of 3-31. At the close, Sri Lanka were 212
for seven with Oshada (102 not out) at the
crease and with the visitors needing an
unlikely 264 runs for victory.

Pakistan need just three wickets on
Monday to win the series — their first at
home since the 2009 attack on the Sri Lanka
side resulted in international cricket being
suspended in the country.

Pakistan earlier declared their second
innings at lunch on 555 for three after Azhar
returned to form with 118 and Babar Azam
struck 100 not out.

It was a dismal batting show by the Sri
Lankans on a National Stadium pitch where
the home batsmen flourished. Skipper Dimuth
Karunaratne went for 16, Kusal Mendis for a
duck and Angelo Matthews for 19 before tea.

Pace spearhead Mohammad Abbas had
Karunaratne caught behind in the tenth over
of the innings before Naseem had Mendis
snapped up in the slips.

It became 70 for three when Mathews, Sri
Lanka’s most experienced batsman, edged a
short delivery from Shaheen Shah Afridi to
wicketkeeper Mohammad Rizwan. 

After tea, young Naseem accounted for
Dinesh Chandimal (two) and leg-spinner Yasir
Shah dismissed Dhananjaya de Silva (nought)
to leave Sri Lanka struggling at 97 for five. 

In the morning Pakistan batsmen flayed the
Sri Lankan bowling. It was only the second
time in a Test innings that the top four all
scored centuries after openers Abid Ali (174)
and Shan Masood (135) grabbed theirs on
Saturday.  India against Bangladesh at Dhaka
in 2007 was the other occasion. Azhar, who
had a lean 2019, completed his 16th century
before he was stumped off spinner Lasith
Embuldeniya after 11 boundaries in his 157-

ball innings.
Azam’s fourth century — and third in the

last four Tests — had seven boundaries and a
six off 131 balls. Earlier, when Pakistan
resumed at 395 for two, Azhar smashed three
boundaries off pace bowler Vishwa Fernando

and then took two runs to complete his first
century in 12 months.

Azhar added 148 for the third wicket with
Azam as Sri Lankan bowlers toiled hard for
wickets. Lahiru Kumara finished with two for
139. —AFP

Pakistan close in 
on series win 
despite Oshada ton

KARACHI: Sri Lanka’s Niroshan Dickwella (L) is bowled out by Pakistan’s Haris Sohail
(unseen) as wicketkeeper Mohammad Rizwan (R) look on during the fourth day of the sec-
ond Test cricket match between Pakistan and Sri Lanka at the National Cricket Stadium in
Karachi yesterday. —AFP

SCOREBOARD

Pakistan 1st innings 191 (Asad Shafiq 63, Babar
Azam 60; L. Kumara 4-49, L. Embuldeniya 4-71)
Sri Lanka 1st innings 271 (D. Chandimal 74, D.
Perera 48; Shaheen Shah Afridi 5-77, Mohammad
Abbas 4-55)

Pakistan 2nd innings
Shan Masood c Oshada b Kumara 135
Abid Ali lbw b Kumara 174
Azhar Ali st Dickwella b Embuldeniya 118
Babar Azam not out 100
Mohammad Rizwan not out 21
Extras (lb5, w2) 7
Total (for 3 wkts declared, 131 overs) 555
Did not bat: Haris Sohail, Asad Shafiq, Yasir Shah,
Mohammad Abbas, Naseem Shah, Shaheen Shah
Afridi
Fall of wickets: 1-278 (Masood), 2-355 (Abid), 3-
503 (Azhar)
Bowling: Fernando 24-2-105-0, Kumara 29-5-139-2,

Embuldeniya 50-4-193-1 (1w), Perera 21-1-94-0
(1w), De Silva 7-0-19-0

Sri Lanka 2nd innings
D. Karunaratne c Rizwan b Abbas 16
O. Fernando not out 102
K. Mendis c Azam b Naseem 0
A. Mathews c Rizwan b Shaheen 19
D. Chandimal lbw b Naseem 2
D. de Silva b Yasir 0
N. Dickwella b Sohail 65
D. Perera c Rizwan b Naseem 5
Extras: (lb 3) 3 
Total: (for seven wkts; 60.1 overs) 212
Still to bat: V. Fernando, L. Kumara, L. Embuldeniya 
Fall of wickets: 1-39 (Karunaratne), 2-40 (Mendis),
3-70 (Mathews), 4-96 (Chandimal), 5-97 (De Silva),
6-201 (Dickwella), 7-212 (Perera)
Bowling: Shaheen 14-3-51-1, Abbas 12-2-33-1,
Naseem 11.1-3-31-3, Yasir 19-2-84-1, Sohail 4-0-10-1.

Scoreboard on the fourth day of the second Test between Pakistan and Sri Lanka at National
stadium yesterday:

JOHANNESBURG: England bowlers
Jofra Archer, Stuart  Broad and Jack
Leach did not make use of a last oppor-
tunity for a bowl in their warm-up match
yesterday, suggesting it could be a close
call for their participation in the first test
against South Africa.

The trio have been battling with flu
since arriving in South Africa last week,
missing the opening two-day warm-up
against an Invitation XI and now the sec-
ond warm-up against South Africa A,
which was downgraded from first class
status to allow them to possibly play, even
on only the last of the three day match.

But they did not take up the chance
and are now in a race against time to
be f it  for the f irst  test at Centurion,
wh ich  s ta r t s  on  Box ing  Day. “ I t ’s  a

t r icky  one , i t ’s  go ing  to  have  to  be
managed very well, but we are on it,”
said England captain Joe Root after the
match  aga ins t  Sou th  A f r i ca  A  a t
Wil lowmoore Park in Benoni , on the
outskirts of Johannesburg, was drawn
yesterday.

“We are trying to make sure we give
them the best chance possible. It’s not
ideal but when these things happen we
just have to get on with it.

“I’m sure they’ll do everything possible
over the next couple of days to make sure
they are ready and that’s all you can ask.”
“When it comes to it, we have to make
some very shrewd decisions. We should
not take anything off the table and we’ll
evaluate things sensibly when we are in a
position to do so,” Root told reporters.

“The next three days are crucial. We’ve
managed the illnesses as best we can.”
The three bowlers wee among several
squad members bedridden for most of last
week, kept apart from the rest of the
squad for fear of the bug spreading, but
did have a brief net session on Saturday.

It opened up the possibility that they
might bowl on Sunday but the trio did not
arrive at the ground with the rest of the
squad, pitching only later for another net
session. The return of James Anderson
after injury tempers any blow and Root
said he was pleased with bowling contri-
bution from Chris Woakes, Sam Curran,
Matt Parkinson and Ben Stokes over the
weekend. “The guys who have played in
the game have stood up well and taken
that on,” Root added.  — Reuters

Race against time for ill English bowling trio

Capitals sink Lightning
late for season sweep


