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Liverpool head home hungry for more 
after being crowned world champions

DOHA: Liverpool have made winning trophies a habit
in 2019 and Jurgen Klopp’s side return to England and
to their push for the Premier League title galvanised
after being crowned world champions in Qatar on
Saturday.

It is an honour the Anfield side had never before
claimed but which is now theirs after Roberto
Firmino’s extra-time goal secured a 1-0 victory over
Flamengo in a hard-fought Club World Cup final in
Doha.

The latest piece of silverware is Liverpool’s third in
little over six months, after they won the Champions
League in June and began this season by winning the
UEFA Supercup on penalties against Chelsea. “The
year 2019 for the club has been outstanding,” said
defender Virgil van Dijk. 

“But we shouldn’t be satisfied with it. We should
keep going, keep striving for more, and keep wanting
more trophies.” Van Dijk returned against Flamengo
after illness kept him out of the 2-1 semi-final victory
against Monterrey and that determination to be back
playing summed up Liverpool’s attitude towards the
competition.

The Club World Cup is not held in the highest
regard in Europe, coming in the middle of a busy club
season. That is in contrast to South America, with
Flamengo’s huge support in Doha showing just how
much Saturday’s game meant to them.

“It might have been different had we got beat, then
maybe some people would have said we were wasting
our time or whatever,” acknowledged Andy
Robertson. “But for us even if we did lose it was all
worthwhile because we had a chance to win a trophy
that the club had never won before.”

He added that “2019 has been incredible, we have
won three trophies and hopefully in 2020 there is a
couple more for us.” Liverpool will continue their
defence of the Champions League with a last-16 tie
against Atletico Madrid in February, and host local
rivals Everton in the FA Cup third round on January 5.

However, the Premier League is the one they really
have in their sights as they seek a first English title
since 1990. As well as the trophies in 2019, Klopp’s
team have not lost a league game since their very first
outing of the year, at Manchester City. They have won
25 and drawn one of their last 26 in the Premier
League.

There was more good news for them on Saturday
as nearest rivals Leicester City lost 3-1 at Manchester
City, leaving Liverpool 10 points clear at the top with
a game in hand. Klopp’s squad have little time for cel-
ebrations, however, as they return to England to pre-
pare to visit Leicester on Thursday.

But while a week in Qatar might have seemed like
an unwanted distraction for some in a busy schedule,
Klopp was keen to point out that his team have still
played the same number of games as their challengers.

“If we hadn’t played here tonight we would have
played at West Ham, so the same number of games,
the same situation, and the difference is the climate,
even if it was not as warm as probably Europeans
would have expected at the moment,” said the
German. “It is still something we have to adapt to. But
that is the only thing that is special, so it’s all good,
and we need to make sure that we come home safely,
and recover in the plane already, and then prepare the
Leicester game.”

With several players already out, however, the

downside was seeing Alex Oxlade-Chamberlain go off
hurt in the second half against Flamengo, and the mid-
fielder may be set for another spell on the sidelines.

“When he was landing he got a kick and rolled

over. It is far away from being perfect, but we will see
if the ligament is only stretched, or ruptured partly,”
Klopp said. “It’s a big shadow again but that’s how it is
in contact sport.” — AFP

DOHA: Liverpool’s players lift the trophy following the 2019 FIFA Club World Cup Final football match between
England’s Liverpool and Brazil’s Flamengo at the Khalifa International Stadium in the Qatari capital Doha. — AFP 

BERLIN: Bayern Munich yesterday confirmed
interim boss Hansi Flick will remain head coach
“until at least” the end of the season after win-
ning eight of his 10 games in charge.

“FC Bayern and Hansi Flick have agreed” that
he “will remain head coach... at least until the
end of the current season,” the club said in a
statement. “A continuation of Hansi Flick as
head coach beyond that is a conceivable option
for FC Bayern.”

The 54-year-old, an assistant with the
Germany team that won the 2014 World Cup,
took charge after Niko Kovac was sacked in
early November.  

Saturday’s 2-0 home win over Wolfsburg
kept Bayern third in the Bundesliga heading into
the four-week winter break, four points behind
leaders RB Leipzig. Under Flick Bayern reached
the last 16 of the Champions League and
became the first German club to win all six
matches in the group stage.

“FC Bayern is very satisfied with the work of
Hansi Flick,” said club chairman Karl-Heinz
Rummenigge. “Under him as head coach, the
sporting development is outstanding, both in
terms of the quality of our game and the results
achieved.

“In the Champions League group stage, we
set a new record. “I am convinced that FC
Bayern will continue next year where it left off
in the last few games, namely playing attractive
and successful football.”

Flick got off to a flying start by winning his
first four games at a canter last month with
Bayern scoring 16 goals and conceding none.

However back-to-back league defeats, both
by a 2-1 margin, at home to Bayer Leverkusen
and away to Borussia Moenchengladbach
dampened the mood before Bayern won their
last three games of 2019.

Several key Bayern players, most noticeably
Thomas Mueller and Philippe Coutinho, who
has rebooted his career on loan from Barcelona,
have flourished under Flick.

“Hansi deserves our trust,” said sports direc-
tor Hasan Salihamidzic. “The fact that our play-
ers have presented themselves so convincingly
in the past few weeks shows that we are on the
right track with Hansi Flick.

“I am convinced that we can achieve our
sporting goals with him, whether in the
Bundesliga, German Cup or the Champions
League.” Bayern face Chelsea in the last 16 in
Europe in a repeat of the 2012 final won by the
Blues.

After the Christmas break Flick will take his
squad to Doha from January 4-10 for a training
camp before their first league game of 2020,
against Hertha Berlin on January 19.

“I am happy that FC Bayern continue to place
their trust in me as head coach,” said Flick. “I
really enjoy working with the team and the
coaching staff. “Now we’re recharging the bat-
teries again and then we will try to bring as
many victories and titles to Munich as possible.”

There was more good news for Bayern on
Saturday night as top scorer Robert
Lewandowski, who has 19 goals in 17 league
games, successfully underwent a groin opera-
tion. The Poland star is expected to take part in
the winter camp. — AFP
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Firmino’s extra-time goal secures 1-0 victory over Flamengo 

PARIS: Kylian Mbappe scored twice as Paris Saint-
Germain maintained their seven-point lead at the top of
Ligue 1 with a 4-1 victory over Amiens on Saturday.
World Cup winner Mbappe, who celebrated his 21st
birthday on Friday, netted either side of Neymar’s effort
before Mauro Icardi added a late fourth at the Parc de
Princes. Steven Mendoza claimed a consolation effort
for the visitors who dropped into the relegation zone.
“Kylian and Neymar are really good together, they’ve

gained confidence. Neymar pushes Kylian and Kylian
pushes Ney,” PSG coach Thomas Tuchel said.

“We played like a team. Now the challenge is to
keep this attitude,” he added. Second-placed Marseille
remain behind their bitter rivals going into the two-
week winter break with a 3-1 win over Nimes.

Tuchel recalled Neymar, the world’s most expensive
player, to the squad after resting him for the midweek
League Cup victory over second-tier Le Mans. Amiens
boss Luka Elsner chose against giving striker Alexis
Blin a start despite his injury time match-winner in
Wednesday’s cup success over Angers.

Mbappe opened the scoring after 12 minutes to
claim his 40th goal of the calender year, chipping over
goalkeeper Regis Gurtner after a sweeping counter-
attack move. Neymar scored a second, his fourth in as
many league matches, two minutes into the second half
before captain Thiago Silva left the field with an ankle

injury after 58 minutes.
Mbappe clinched his double on 65 minutes firing

past Gurtner’s near-post. Colombia winger Mendoza
netted his fifth of the season with 20 minutes to play
before Icardi made sure of the rout after 84 minutes. 

Elsewhere, captain Dmitri Payet starred in Marseille’s
convincing victory over Nimes. The 38-time France
international was inches away from claiming the opener
before Sofiane Alakouch turned a cross into his own
net. He was involved in the build-up to Dario
Benedetto’s second effort before celebrating his second
goal in four matches by donning a Santa Claus hat.
“We’ll make the most of the holidays because we’ve
deserved them. We will rest well before attacking
January and February which will be tough,” Payet told
Canal+. Rennes rose to third edging Bordeaux 1-0
thanks to Mbaye Niang’s effort as Lille dropped to
fourth after a 5-1 hammering at Monaco.

Mbappe double 
keeps PSG’s cushion
over Marseille

NEW YORK: Giannis Antetokounmpo totaled 22 points,
11 rebounds and 10 assists for his third triple-double of
the season, and the Milwaukee Bucks never trailed to
match the best 30-game start in team history with a 123-
102 victory over the host New York Knicks at Madison
Square Garden on Saturday night. The Bucks won for the
20th time in 21 games and improved to 26-4, matching the
start by the 1971-72 team that won 63 games with Hall of
Famers Kareem Abdul-Jabbar and Oscar Robertson.
Listed as probable due to back soreness, Antetokounmpo
produced his 17th career triple-double and first in 23
career games against the Knicks. His latest big game
helped the Bucks to their 10th win in the last 11 meetings
with New York.

HOUSTON ROCKETS 139 - PHOENIX SUNS 125
James Harden drained nine 3-pointers while recording

47 points, six rebounds and seven assists to lead Houston
over host Phoenix. Russell Westbrook added 30 points
and 10 assists as the Rockets defeated the Suns for the
13th straight time. Houston shot 58.6 percent from the
field, including 19 of 41 from 3-point range. Harden hit 15
of 27 shots and was 9 of 19 from behind the arc. Kelly
Oubre Jr. scored 26 points for the Suns, who lost their
sixth in a row and 14th in their past 18. Devin Booker
added 19 points, nine assists and six rebounds. Center
Deandre Ayton (ankle) and point guard Ricky Rubio (ill-
ness) sat out for the Suns.

LA CLIPPERS 134 - SAN ANTONIO SPURS 109
Kawhi Leonard was booed loudly every time he

touched the ball but still poured in 26 points, leading six
Los Angeles players in double-figure scoring as the visi-
tors routed San Antonio. Leonard was traded from the
Spurs to Toronto before last season, then signed with the
Clippers this past offseason. He added nine assists and
seven rebounds. Montrezl Harrell had 21 points, with Lou
Williams scoring 20 for the Clippers.

UTAH JAZZ 114 - CHARLOTTE HORNETS 107
Bojan Bogdanovic scored 26 points as Utah used a

strong late-game kick to defeat the host Charlotte, push-
ing its winning streak to five games. Utah has won its first
two stops of a three-game road trip. The Jazz outscored
Charlotte 58-43 in the second half. Donovan Mitchell
added 20 points for Utah, and Rudy Gobert had 17 points
and 19 rebounds. Bogdanovic hit four 3-point baskets and
went 8-for-8 on free throws. The Jazz were 19 of 20 as a
team from the foul line.

BROOKLYN NETS 122 - ATLANTA HAWKS 112
Spencer Dinwiddie scored 39 points as Brooklyn over-

came an 18-point deficit and stormed back in the fourth
quarter to beat Atlanta in New York. The Nets improved
to 12-6 without Kyrie Irving (right shoulder impingement)
and overcame a 47-point showing from Atlanta star Trae
Young, who came within two of his career-high.
Dinwiddie shot 13-of-27 in producing his sixth 30-point
game of the season and 11th of his career. He scored 16
points in the fourth quarter when the Nets outscored
Atlanta 37-14.—Reuters

MILAN: Inter Milan’s Belgian forward Romelu Lukaku (L) and Genoa’s Argentinian defender Cristian Romero go
for the ball during the Italian Serie A football match Inter Milan vs Genoa at the San Siro stadium in Milan. — AFP

MILAN: Sebastiano Esposito became Inter Milan’s
youngest scorer in more than 60 years on Saturday when
he hit the target in a 4-0 romp against Genoa, helping his
side return to the top of Serie A. The 17-year-old put away
a second-half penalty which made him the youngest Inter
scorer since Mario Corso in 1958. Romelu Lukaku scored
twice with Roberto Gagliardini adding another as Inter
moved level with champions Juventus at the top on 42
points. Juve had taken top spot on Wednesday with a 2-1
win over Sampdoria before heading to Saudi Arabia where
they face Lazio in the Italian Super Cup.

However, Inter are now in pole position courtesy of
goal difference. “I just saw my mum in the stands and the
goal is for her,” a tearful Esposito, who is 17 years and 172
days old, told Sky Sport Italia.

“I didn’t sleep at all last night (after he was told he
would start the game). I spent the whole night thinking
about what would happen today.” The teenager also hailed
Lukaku who gave him the ball to take the penalty even
though he could have finished the game with a hat-trick.

“Romelu is a fantastic person as well as being an

extraordinary player. He told me, just go out there, make a
decision and hit the ball.” Genoa, now without a Serie A
win at Inter since 1994, end the year at the bottom of the
table after a 10th defeat this season.

Lukaku opened the scoring after 31 minutes, heading in
a cross from Antonio Candreva. Within a minute it was 2-0
when Lukaku teed-up Gagliardini whose shot was deflect-
ed off Cristian Romero and into the goal.

Esposito added his name to the scoresheet from the
spot in the 64th minute when Kevin Agudelo fouled
Gagliardini. Lukaku’s gesture to his teenage teammate was
rewarded when he hit a long-range drive which went in off
the underside of the crossbar for his second of the night
and his team’s fourth seven minutes later.

“I saw him in pre-season training and he just looked
like a little child, even his face seems so young,” said Inter
coach Antonio Conte of Esposito. “He has really grown in
the last couple of months and he has a great future ahead
of him.” Cagliari suffered their first away defeat of the sea-
son, losing 2-1 at Udinese as their Champions League
hopes suffered a blow. Rolando Maran’s side have now
won just once in their last five games, claiming only a sin-
gle point in their three most recent outings.

Argentine Rodrigo de Paul gave Udinese a first-half
lead before Joao Pedro levelled for Cagliari in the 84th
minute. However, Ivory Coast international Seko Fofana
restored Udinese’s advantage just a minute later to wrap
up the three points.

SPAL claimed their first league win in two months when
they edged Torino 2-1, a victory which allowed them to
move off the bottom of Serie A and into 19th spot. Earlier
on Saturday, Fiorentina fired coach Vincenzo Montella
with the club struggling in 15th in Serie A. —AFP
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