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Health ministry opens clinic  
in Shadadiya only for expats

Hundreds of thousands mourn  
Algeria’s powerful army chief

Glittery party spotlights Saudi  
era of ‘extreme openness’

Australian Open prize  
pool jumps to $49m282275

Lawmakers call for changes to  
election law, end to corruption 

MP blames expats for spread of bribery • 27 MPs declare support for persecuted Muslims

News in brief

KUWAIT: MPs are seen during a parliamentary session yesterday. — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

By B Izzak 
 
KUWAIT: Lawmakers yesterday debated the 
Amiri speech delivered on the opening day of 
the current term, demanding major changes 
and a war on corruption. MP Ali Al-Deqbasi 
called for changing the election law which he 
described as “racist” because of the major dif-
ference in the number of voters between 
bedouin-dominated constituencies and others. 

MP Saadoun Hammad also called for 
changing the current electoral law and the dis-
tribution of constituencies and the voting sys-
tem. A similar call was made by MP Hamdan 
Al-Azmi, who said that he had won his seat on 
the basis of the current system, but it has 
caused tremendous harm to the country. 

MP Adel Al-Damkhi welcomed the signing 
of a deal with Saudi Arabia that allows the 
resumption of oil production from the neutral 
zone, although it came after Kuwait lost bil-
lions of dollars from the five-year stoppage. 

MP Abdulkarim Al-Kandari, the head of the 
foreign relations committee, also welcomed the 
deal, adding that the panel will invite the for-
eign minister to a meeting to brief them about 
the details of the agreement that also modified 
previous border demarcation accords. 

MP Shuaib Al-Muwaizri lashed out at some 
sections of the ruling family, claiming they are 
the cause of most of the problems in the coun-
try. He alleged the ruling family previously had 
an alliance with bedouins against the rest, then 
with Sunnis against Shiites, and later with 
Shiites against Sunnis. He said now the family 
has changed its alliances, which is causing 
problems. 

MP Khalil Al-Saleh blamed expatriates for 
some problems, saying expatriates have 
brought problems from their homeland with 
them, like bribery, although they remit some 
KD 5 billion annually. He said that the main 
problem in Kuwait remains with regards to 
finding jobs for citizens, as seeking jobs in the 

private sector has proved a failure. 
MP Al-Humaidi Al-Subaei said the country 

cannot march ahead and progress without 
resolving previous crises, calling for opening a 
new page by issuing a general amnesty for 
political opponents. He insisted that national 
unity will not be achieved without the pardon. 
The lawmaker asked how many more bedoons 
or stateless people should die before “we give 
them their basic humanitarian rights”. He said 
bedoons do not need crocodile tears, but 
urgently require a solution by the National 
Assembly. MP Mohammad Al-Dallal said that 
almost every year, there is a new Cabinet in 
Kuwait, an indication that the country faces 
political instability, and this must be resolved.  

MP Riyadh Al-Adasani said the value of 
Eurofighter warplanes is KD 2.6 billion and 
that of Caracal helicopters is KD 1 billion, 
adding these deals have some suspicions and 
should be sent to the public prosecution. 
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KUWAIT: Christians spend Christmas Day on the beach in Kuwait City yesterday. — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

TUNIS: Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan (left) shakes hands with Tunisian 
President Kais Saied during a welcoming ceremony yesterday.— AFP 

VATICAN CITY: Christmas was celebrated all around 
the world yesterday, with Pope Francis appealing for 
peace in many of the world’s hotspots while festivities 
were muted for Filipinos battered by a typhoon, as well 
as in strike-bound France. “May Christ bring his light to 
the many children suffering from war and conflicts in 
the Middle East and in various countries of the world,” 
Francis said in his traditional Christmas message at the 
Vatican, singling out the crises in Venezuela and 
Lebanon, as well as armed conflicts ravaging many 
African countries. 

For her part, Britain’s Queen Elizabeth II used her 
Christmas Day message to pay tribute to young envi-
ronmental campaigners who were inspired to global 
action by Swedish teen Greta Thunberg. She also 
described 2019 as “quite bumpy” after a year of crises 

in the royal family. The queen attended the annual 
Christmas Day service in Sandringham without her ail-
ing husband Prince Philip, 98, who was released from 
hospital after a four-night stay for an unspecified ill-
ness. But she was accompanied by Prince Andrew, her 
scandal-plagued second son, whose disastrous 
attempts to distance himself from American convicted 
pedophile Jeffrey Epstein’s victims have backfired. The 
prince gave up his public duties last month.  

Earlier yesterday, Pope Francis and the Archbishop 
of Canterbury Justin Welby sent wishes of “peace and 
prosperity” to South Sudan as negotiations faltered 
between the African country’s government and rebels. 
The spiritual leaders of more than 1.3 billion Christians 
said they were praying “for a renewed commitment to 
the path of reconciliation and fraternity” in the world’s 
newest nation. 

Typhoon Phanfone meanwhile brought a wet, miser-
able and terrifying holiday season to the central 
Philippines, stranding tens of thousands of people. In 
France, Christmas was also a gloomy affair as a crip-
pling transport strike against pension reform was set to 
enter its fourth week, ruining the plans of many to gath-
er with family and friends.  
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Peace wishes ring  
in Christmas, but  
storm dampens joy 

Online residency renewal form  
 
KUWAIT: In a step that paves the way to renew 
expats’ residence permits online, the interior min-
istry has introduced a service through which an 
expat or a company representative can fill the 
forms for residency renewals or visit visas online. 
Applicants will then get a receipt with which they 
can go to the residency department to complete 
the procedures. — MoI

Saudi forces kill two ‘terrorists’ 
 
DUBAI: Saudi security forces killed two “terror-
ists” yesterday after a shooting in a residential 
neighborhood in the eastern city of Dammam, state 
television Al-Ekhbariya reported. “Two wanted 
terrorists were killed after exchanging fire with 
security forces,” Al-Ekhbariya TV said, without 
giving further details. Calm was restored to the 
residential neighborhood in Dammam after the 
operation, the broadcaster added. — Reuters 

Iran jet crashes near volcano  
 
TEHRAN: An Iranian military fighter jet crashed 
yesterday near a dormant volcano in the northwest 
of the country and its pilot was missing, official 
media reported. State news agency IRNA said the 
jet went down at 9:00 am (0530 GMT) near 
Mount Sabalan, in the Lesser Caucasus range, and 
was a MiG-29 on a test flight after being over-
hauled. Amateur video footage published on the 
social media accounts of various media outlets in 
Iran appeared to show smoke rising above snow-
capped peaks. A search and rescue operation was 
underway for the pilot, who the army identified as 
Colonel Mohammadreza Rahmani, one of its most 
experienced fliers. — AFP 

MUMBAI: Huge protests in India against a citizenship 
law seen by many as anti-Muslim have wrong-footed 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi and sent his Hindu 
nationalist party scrambling to douse the anger. In 
Modi’s biggest challenge since taking office in 2014, hun-
dreds of thousands have rallied against the law offering 
citizenship to immigrants from non-Muslim minorities 
who have fled Afghanistan, Bangladesh and Pakistan. At 
least 21 people have died in clashes with police. 

Ruling Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) leaders were 
taken aback by the backlash, some party members told 
Reuters. Now they are reaching out for help in defusing 
the crisis to allies and opponents sidelined when the bill 
passed earlier this month, the sources said. “I really did 

not see the protests coming ... not just me, other BJP 
lawmakers were also unable to predict this kind of 
anger,” Sanjeev Balyan, a ruling party legislator and 
junior federal minister, told Reuters. 

While there is no threat to his big parliamentary 
majority, the 69-year-old Modi’s image as a master 
strategist with his finger on the pulse of the people has 
taken a hit. Publicly, his government has prioritized 
development, seeking to make India a $5 trillion econo-
my by 2025. But Modi’s muscular pro-Hindu platform 
has also gone down well in a nation that is over 80 per-
cent Hindu: He won back-to-back national elections 
with thumping majorities. 

Outrage at the citizenship law has been fanned by 
resentment against the government for following a 
majoritarian agenda instead of addressing an economic 
slowdown and loss of jobs. Three other BJP lawmakers 
and two federal ministers, who spoke on condition of 
anonymity, told Reuters they were mobilizing party 

supporters from all walks of life to start community dia-
logues and dispel discontent over the law. 

They said they had been prepared for some anger 
from Muslims, but not the widespread protests that 
have convulsed most major cities for nearly two weeks. 
“I believe that the political math behind the clearance 
of this law was not taken into account,” said one of the 
federal ministers, an apparent reference to lack of con-
sultation with allies and opposition parties. 

In a nation with a history of sectarian bloodshed, the 
minority Muslims fear the new law - and a planned reg-
ister for people to prove lineage - could make them 
second-class citizens. Across both religious groups, 
students, politicians and rights activists have also taken 
to the streets, saying Modi is jeopardizing India’s secu-
lar constitution. The government denies the citizenship 
register is imminent and says none of the changes will 
affect existing citizens. 
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Blind spot to backlash: 
BJP misread mood

ANKARA: Turkish President Tayyip 
Erdogan paid a surprise visit to Tunisia 
yesterday to discuss cooperation for a 
possible ceasefire in neighboring Libya, 
where Ankara supports the internation-
ally recognized government. Erdogan, 
speaking at a joint news conference with 
Tunisia’s President Kais Saied, also reaf-
firmed Ankara’s willingness to send 
troops to Libya if it received such a 
request. Erdogan’s visit to Tunis came a 
month after Turkey and Libya signed two 
separate accords, one on maritime 
boundaries in the eastern Mediterranean 
and another on security and military 
cooperation. 

Turkey backs Fayez Al-Serraj’s 
Government of National Accord (GNA), 
which has been fending off a months-

long offensive by Khalifa Haftar’s forces 
in eastern Libya. Erdogan, the first head 
of state to visit Tunis since Saied’s land-
slide election win in October, said the 
developments in Libya were having a 
negative impact on neighboring states, 
including Tunisia. “We discussed the 
possible steps we can take and coopera-
tion opportunities with the aim of estab-
lishing ceasefire in Libya as soon as pos-
sible and returning to a political 
process,” Erdogan said. 

In Tunisia’s hybrid political system, 
the prime minister controls most policy 
areas, while the president is in charge of 
foreign affairs, defense and security. 
Tunisia’s main foreign policy interests 
have traditionally been in maintaining 
strong ties with its two much larger 
neighbors Algeria and Libya. 

Last week, Erdogan said Turkey 
would not remain silent in the face of 
“mercenaries” such as the Russian-
backed Wagner, a group of private mili-
tary contractors, supporting Haftar’s 
forces in Libya.  
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Erdogan visits  
Tunisia amid  
Libya tensions 


