
India protests
against 
disputed
law rage on
KOLKATA: Demonstrations con-
tinued in Kolkata yesterday against
a nationalist new “Citizenship Law”
which grants citizenship to six reli-
gious groups from Pakistan,
Afghanistan and Bangladesh but
excludes Muslim immigrants. The
new law allows citizenship to Hindus,
Sikhs, Buddhists, Jains, Parsis and
Christ ians f r o m  A f g h a n i s t a n ,
Pa k i s t a n  a n d  B a n g l a d e s h ,  b u t
n o t  M u s l i m s  u n d e r  t h e  s a m e
circumstances.

Protesters chanted anti-govern-
ment slogans and carried banners
with one reading:  ‘Presidency
Against Fascism’. The controversial
new legislation makes it easier for
people from non-Muslim minorities
in Afghanistan, Bangladesh and
Pakistan who settled in India before
2015 to obtain Indian citizenship.

Hundreds of  students came
together in Kolkata city, the capital
of the Indian state of West Bengal, in
protest against the controversial law.

Students marched through the
streets carrying banners and chanti-
ng anti-government slogans. One
banner that students were holding
read: “Presidency against fascism”.
Another one read: “Even Voldemort
was defeated by a group of stu-
dents”. Rallies have been held in the
Indian capital New Delhi and across
other cities since Dec. 9, against the
act granting citizenship to Hindu,

Sikh, Jain, and Christian minorities
from Pakistan, Afghanistan and
Bangladesh, but blocks naturaliza-
tion for Muslims.

The death toll since the protests
began reached at  least  26 on
Sunday. More than 100 people have
been arrested in different parts of
the country in connection with the
on-going violent protests.

On Monday, India’s main opposi-
tion the Indian National Congress
party accused Prime Minister
Narendra Modi of suppressing the
voice of the people, referring to
recent police attacks on protesters.

It  is  the f irst  t ime since Modi
came to power in India that his party
has witnessed mass protests against
his  government. Musl im leaders
believe the new law will be linked to
a nationwide exercise where every
cit izen would be asked to prove
Indian citizenship. —Reuters
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21 in hospital after
carbon monoxide
poisoning in France
LILLE: Twenty one people were hospitalized in north-
ern France, two in a serious condition, after suffering
carbon monoxide poisoning during Christmas mass,
emergency services said yesterday.

Emergency personnel were sent to the church in the
Oise department after several people complained of
headaches during the religious ceremony on Christmas
eve. The church was evacuated to a nearby community
hall where 72 people were treated. Of those, 19 were
brought to nearby hospitals and two, with more severe
symptoms, to specialist centres where one was placed in
a hyperbaric oxygen chamber.

Local emergency official Nicolas Mougin said car-
bon monoxide levels up to 350 parts per million (ppm)
were measured inside the church. The cause of the poi-
soning has not been determined but investigators were
looking into a gas heater.  The local mayor has ordered
the church closed.

Carbon monoxide (CO) is an odorless, invisible gas
produced when burning fuels such as coal, wood, char-
coal, oil, kerosene, propane or natural gas. The US
Consumer Product Safety Commission’s website states
that exposure to sustained CO concentrations above
150 to 200 ppm can lead to disorientation, unconscious-
ness and even death. —AFP

BAGHDAD: This picture taken yesterday shows a view of tents in a sit-in along the Tigris river near the Senak bridge erected by anti-government protesters in the capital Baghdad. —AFP

DIWANIYAH, Iraq: Iraqi anti-gov-
ernment protesters again hit the
streets yesterday, angered by an
activist’s death and an attempt on
the l i fe of a popular TV satirist .
The latest rallies in Baghdad and
cities including Basra and Karbala
came after a night of unrest that
saw protesters torch the headquar-
ters of two pro-Iran militias in the
country’s south.

The demonstrators have rallied
for almost three months to demand
the ouster of the entire polit ical
class that has run the oil-rich yet
poverty-r idden country  in  the
aftermath of the 2003 US-led inva-
s ion  which  overthrew d ictator
Saddam Hussein.  The mostly youth-
ful activists accuse Iraq’s leaders of
enriching themselves, mismanaging
the economy and being beholden to
powerful neighbor Iran, an influen-
tial actor in Iraqi politics.

Pass ions  were  in f lamed when
popular TV satirist Aws Fadhil was
targeted Tuesday by unknown
assailants, with three bullets hitting
his car. Fadhil posted footage of the
bullet holes on social media and
declared: “They are targeting those
who support  the  revolut ion , to
silence them ... But we are continu-

ing our revolution.”
He added that “we have already

achieved a goal”, referring to a par-
liamentary vote Tuesday to approve
an electoral reform law, in line with
the demands of the protesters.

Lawmakers  wi l l  f rom now be
elected in first-past-the-post con-
tests  wi th in  e lectora l  d is t r ic ts ,
rather than through a complex sys-
tem using provincial party lists and
proportional representation.

Const i tuenc ies  wi l l  a l so  be
redrawn, though it was unclear how
and critics feared the new bound-
aries could be biased toward major
parties and tribal groups. 

Arson Hundreds of anti-govern-
ment protesters marched yesterday
in southern Iraq to mourn a dead
activist after a night during which
the headquarters of two pro-Iran
mil it ias were set on fire, an AFP
correspondent reported.

The demonstrators oppose the
political class that has run the oil-
rich yet poverty-hit country since a
2003 US-led invasion overthrew
dictator  Saddam Husse in . They
accuse leaders of enriching them-
selves and of being beholden to
neighbor Iran.

Thaer  Al-Tayeb, a  prominent

activist from the city of Diwaniya,
went to Baghdad’s Tahrir Square,
the epicentre of the unprecedented
revolt shaking Iraq, when the rallies
started nearly three months ago.  A
suspicious explosion hit Tayeb’s car
on December 15, badly wounding
him and fe l low act iv is t  A l i  A l-
Madani, back in Tayeb’s hometown
200 kilometres (125 miles) south of
Baghdad.

After Tayeb’s death in hospital
was announced Tuesday, crowds of
demonstrators rushed to the two
local headquarters of pro-Iran mili-
tias and torched them. First they set
fire to the building of the powerful
Badr organization, run by the par-
l iamentary head of  the pro-Iran
paramilitaries, Hadi Al-Ameri.

First they set fire to the building
of the powerful Badr organization,
run by the parliamentary head of
the pro-Iran paramilitaries, Hadi Al-
Ameri. Then they burnt the head-
quarters of Assaib Ahl Al-Haq, a
group whose head Qais Al-Khazali
i s  subject  to  sanct ions  by the
United States, accused of “kidnap-
ping , murder  and tor ture” .
Protesters also blocked roads with
burning car tyres in the southern
city of Basra.

Political deadlock 
Around 460 people have been

killed, most of them protesters, since
the start of the demonstrations in
early October and 25,000 have been
wounded. But rallies have continue
despite the campaign of intimidation,
targeted killings and abductions of
activists, which the United Nations
blames on militias.

After dwindling in recent weeks,
the protest campaign has recov-
ered its vigor at a time when politi-
cal factions are wrangling over a
replacement for outgoing premier
Ade l  Abde l  Mahdi . He  qu i t  in
November but still serves as care-
taker. Negotiations to fill the pre-
mier’s post have remained dead-
locked since the latest in a series of
deadlines expired at midnight on
Sunday. The latest candidate seen
as  a  f ront runner  i s  Assaad  A l-
Aidani , the governor of Basra, a
southern city which despite its oil
wealth remains neglected in terms
of infrastructure. Aidani has the
support  of  pro-Iranian fact ions
who had previously lobbied for the
outgoing higher education minister
Qoussai Al-Souheil, who was how-
ever opposed by President Barham
Saleh.—AFP

City of Diwaniyah in turmoil after activist’s death

NEW DELHI: Congress president Sonia Gandhi (right) and ex-party president Rahul Gandhi
attend a sit-in protest for “unity” in New Delhi amid widespread protests against India’s
new citizenship law.  —AFP


