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Thousands 
of Algerians 
mourn army 
chief Salah
ALGIERS: Thousands of Algerians gath-
ered yesterday for the funeral proces-
sion of the country’s powerful army
chief, who fought for independence from
France as a young man and this year
became the country’s de facto leader.

Lieutenant general Ahmed Gaed Salah
died suddenly of a heart attack on
Monday aged 79, having determined the
secretive state’s response to mass
protests throughout this year calling for a
wholesale change of the ruling elite. “He
did the right thing when he secured the
millions who marched in the past 10
months demanding change,” said
Abdesselam Selami, 52, a telecoms work-
er speaking to Reuters by phone from the
capital’s Palais de Peuple. “Zero killed.”

As the protests reached their peak in

April, Gaed Salah called for the veteran
president, his longtime ally Abdelaziz
Bouteflika, to step down, prompting his
resignation soon after.

Although an interim president was
appointed, Gaed Salah was widely seen
as holding the reins. He did not attempt
to crush the peaceful protests with vio-
lence, but many demonstrators saw him
as the main obstacle in their path. He
pushed for an election to replace
Bouteflika, a vote the protesters regard-
ed as a charade as the real power would
remain with the army.

They chanted “A civilian state, not a
military state” and, as the protest wore
on, demanded the resignation of Gaed
Salah. After Abdelmadjid Tebboune was
elected president, he brought Gaed
Salah onto the stage where he was
sworn in before embracing him and pre-
senting him with an order of merit. The
old general died four days later and
Tebboune swiftly appointed Said
Chengriha, head of the land forces and at
74 of the same generation as Gaed
Salah, to replace him.

Chengriha, like Gaed Salah and most
of Algeria’s other rulers since independ-
ence, is a veteran of the guerrilla war

against French rule. Though protesters
have demanded that the old guard of
rulers quit power, they have also
throughout their demonstrations painted
themselves as the successors to the gen-

eration which won freedom for Algeria.
Gaed Salah’s body will be driven

through the centre of Algiers and buried
in a main graveyard after Wednesday’s
noon prayer. —Reuters

Lebanon 
banks ‘trapping’
state salaries:
Minister
BEIRUT: Lebanon’s caretaker finance
minister accused the country’s banks on
Tuesday of “trapping” civil servants’
salaries with withdrawal limits that have
fuelled public anger in the crisis-stricken
country. “What is happening in some
Lebanese banks is unacceptable,” Ali
Hassan Khalil wrote on Twitter.

“They are trapping the salaries of
(state) employees that are transferred by
the finance ministry every month.”
Rocked by two months of anti-govern-
ment protests and a political deadlock,
Lebanon is also facing its worst econom-
ic crisis since the 1975-1990 civil war.

A liquidity crunch has pushed
Lebanese banks to impose capital con-
trols on dollar accounts, capping with-
drawals at around $1,000 a month. Some
have imposed even tighter restrictions.

Some have also capped weekly with-

drawals of the Lebanese pound at one
million-the equivalent of $660 at official
rates-even as the currency has plunged
by nearly a third against the dollar on
the black market in recent weeks. The
tightening controls have prompted pub-
lic uproar, with many accusing banks of
robbing them of their savings.

On Tuesday, Khalil said it was a
“sacred right” of civil servants to be paid
in full and on time.

“It is not permissible for this right to
be violated,” he said, vowing legal action
to ensure public servants can access their
salaries in full. At banks in the northern
city of Tripoli, tensions soared Tuesday as
clients struggled to withdraw their
salaries, said an AFP correspondent there.

A fight broke out in a branch near the
city’s main protest camp after the bank
refused to let a customer withdraw dol-
lars. An anti-government street move-
ment has rocked the small
Mediterranean country since October
17.  Bowing to popular pressure, the
government resigned two weeks into
demonstrations.

Since then, a potential default on
Lebanon’s huge public debt has height-
ened the economic and political crisis.
The faltering economy has pushed many

companies into bankruptcy, while others
have laid off staff and slashed salaries.  

A recession of more than 0.2 percent
is expected for this year, the World Bank
says. In its first step towards forming an
urgently-needed government, President
Michel Aoun last week designated engi-

neering professor Hassan Diab as the
country’s next prime minister, replacing
Saad Hariri who quit in late October in
the face of mass protests. Diab, a self-
styled technocrat, has vowed to form a
cabinet of independent experts within
six weeks. —AFP

Seven killed in 
Nigeria jihadist 
attack on 
Christmas eve
KANO: Boko Haram jihadists have killed seven
people on Christmas Eve in a raid on a Christian
village near the town of Chibok in northeast
Nigeria’s Borno state, local militia and residents
told AFP yesterday.

Dozens of fighters driving trucks and motorcy-
cles stormed into Kwarangulum late Tuesday,
shooting fleeing residents and burning homes after
looting food supplies. Boko Haram and its IS-affili-
ated Islamic State West Africa Province (ISWAP)
faction have recently stepped up attacks on mili-
tary and civilian targets.

“They killed seven people and abducted a
teenage girl in the attack,” local vigilante David
Bitrus said. 

“They took away food stuff and burnt many
houses before leaving,” he said, adding that a
church was also burnt.

The jihadists were believed to have attacked
from Boko Haram’s nearby Sambisa forest enclave,
said Chibok community leader Ayuba Alamson who
confirmed the toll. In April, Boko Haram raided
Kwarangulum, 16 kilometres (10 miles) from
Chibok, stealing food and burning the entire village.
Residents had managed to flee before the arrival of
the jihadists following tip-off from people who saw
the gunmen heading toward the village.

Chibok is the scene of the mass kidnap of 276
schoolgirls in 2014 by Boko Haram which sparked
global outrage and drew international attention to
the group’s notoriety. Fifty-seven of the girls
escaped shortly after the kidnap. Another 107 have
been either rescued or released after negotiations
while 112 remain in captivity.

Troops have been stationed in Chibok since the
kidnap but deadly Boko Haram raids continue in
the area.

The decade-long conflict has killed 36,000 peo-
ple and displaced around two million from their
homes in the northeast, according to the United
Nations. The violence has spread to nearby Niger,
Chad and Cameroon, prompting a regional military
coalition to fight the jihadist groups. —AFP

GAZA CITY: Members of the Palestinian Christian
community on Tuesday marked Christmas Eve in the
besieged Gaza Strip and like previous years most
were not allowed to leave the enclave. A Christmas
mass was held at the Church of the Latin Monastery
in Gaza City, where Christians gathered to mark the
birth of Jesus Christ.

Thousands of Christians from across the world
traveled to Bethlehem, believed to be the birthplace
of Jesus, to join the celebrations, but most Gazan
citizens were not able to visit the city to worship. A
total of 950 Gazan Christians applied to the Israel
authorities for permits earlier this month to partici-
pate in the Bethlehem ceremonies but were initially
not granted access to the revered city.

Later, the Israeli authorities issued permits to 193
people to allow them to leave the enclave. On
Tuesday, those selected Palestinian Christian fami-
lies left the Gaza Strip, through the Beit Hanoun
Erez (North) crossing, heading towards the city of
Bethlehem Gabriel Romanelli, the pastor of the Latin
Church said Christians of Gaza were again disap-
pointed that most were not allowed to enter
Bethlehem.

“Normally we celebrate Christmas in Bethlehem

and we celebrate Easter in Jerusalem,” said Pastor
Romanelli, adding that it didn’t matter whether a
person was Muslim, Christian or Jewish and that
everyone has the right to worship in holy places.
About 70 percent of Gaza Christians belong to the
Greek Orthodox community, while the rest are part
of the Latin Catholic community. According to
Christian institutions in Gaza, the number of
Christians in the Strip has decreased due to immi-
gration, and there are now only around two thou-
sand Christians out of two million Palestinians, living
under Israel’s 13-year-long blockade. 

Israeli forces on Tuesday demolished the home of
a Palestinian family on the occupied West Bank
because they said the building did not have a proper
permit. Israeli bulldozers destroyed the two-storey
home of Cemal Alyan in the Iseviye neighborhood.

Residents threw stones and Molotov cocktails at
the Israeli soldiers who responded by firing tear gas
and stun grenades. The Israeli army uses an emer-
gency law of a British Mandate in 1945 to demolish
Palestinian homes, whose owners allegedly carried
out attacks against Israelis. Israel’s top court usually
rejects Palestinians’ appeals against the demolition
orders. —Reuters

Israeli forces demolish another Palestinian home in occupied West Bank

Most Christians in Gaza unable to visit 
Bethlehem for holy Christmas worship

GAZA CITY: A Catholic nun of the Missionaries of Charity order holds a rosary as she attends Christmas
Eve mass at the Roman Catholic Church of the Holy Family in Gaza City on Tuesday. —AFP

ALGIERS: A view of the funeral of Algeria’s late military chief Lieutenant general
Ahmed Gaid Salah in the capital Algiers. Gaid Salah was seen as Algeria’s de facto
strongman following the April resignation of longtime president Abdelaziz
Bouteflika in the face of mass demonstrations. —AFP

BEIRUT: A Lebanese policeman looks at graffiti drawn on the front of the Maronite
Cathedral of St George in the capital Beirut’s downtown district on Christmas Day
yesterday. —AFP

Turkey-Libya 
maritime deal 
rattles East 
Mediterranean
LONDON/ANKARA/ATHENS: Turkish President
Tayyip Erdogan paid a surprise visit to Tunisia yes-
terday to discuss cooperation for a possible cease-
fire in neighboring Libya, where Ankara supports the
internationally recognized government.

The visit comes after Turkey signed an accord
with Libya’s internationally recognized government
last month that seeks to create an exclusive econom-
ic zone from Turkey’s southern Mediterranean shore
to Libya’s northeast coast. Ankara says the deal aims
to protect its rights under international law, and that
it is open to signing similar deals with other states on
the basis of “fair sharing” of resources.

Greece and Cyprus, which have long had maritime
and territorial disputes with Turkey, say the accord is
void and violates the international law of the sea.

They see it as a cynical resource-grab designed to
scupper the development of East Mediterranean gas
and destabilize rivals.

Greece has expel led Libya’s ambassador to
Athens and f i led a complaint  with the United
Nations. Cyprus, where the northern part of the
island is held by Turkey, has raised its own objec-
tions. At a Dec. 12 summit, EU leaders issued a
statement “unequivocally” siding with member
states Greece and Cyprus. Egypt and Israel, which
have invested heavily in energy exploration in the
region, are alarmed by the Turkey-Libya move,
which may threaten their ability to export gas to
Europe. Egypt has called it “illegal and not binding”,
while Israel has said it could “jeopardize peace and
stability in the area”.

Following are some questions and answers looking
at why Turkey and Libya struck their deal, the impact
it could have on the region, and the shadow it casts
over East Med gas.

The motivation
Turkey has had disputes with Greece over islands

in the Aegean for decades, and with the Republic of
Cyprus over the island’s maritime waters since 1974,
when Turkish troops invaded the north after a brief
Greek-Cypriot coup. In striking the deal with Libya,

analysts say Ankara has essentially put both Greece
and Cyprus on immediate watch, showing it is pre-
pared to act tough to get its way and/or force new
negotiations over their long-standing disputes.

At the same time Turkey has thrown a spanner
into the works of efforts by Cyprus, Greece, Israel
and Egypt to develop East Mediterranean gas, put-
ting a barrier across a proposed pipeline that would
run from Israeli and Greek-Cypriot waters to the
Greek island of Crete, on to the Greek mainland and
into Europe’s gas network via Italy. The $7-9 billion
pipeline would have to cross the planned Turkey-
Libya economic zone.

Analysts say Turkey has effectively sent a message
that it will not be ignored in the East Mediterranean,
isn’t going to let EU members access what it sees as
its  marit ime waters, and doesn’t  want energy
exporters like Egypt and Israel gaining leverage over
Turkey, a net energy importer and transit state. For
Libya, the motivation is mostly security. The accord
was reached with Fayez al-Serraj , head of the
Tripoli-based government, who is in conflict with a
rival military force in eastern Libya under General
Khalifa Haftar. Turkey has promised to step up mili-
tary and other assistance to Serraj. Libya’s eastern-
based parliament, which is aligned with Haftar, has
rejected the maritime accord. —Reuters

Egyptian publisher 
gets 5 years in 
jail over 
Israeli novel
CAIRO: The founder of an Egyptian publishing house
was sentenced to five years in prison for distributing an
Arabic version of a controversial Israeli novel, his
brother said yesterday. The novel entitled “The
Egyptian Spy Who Saved Israel”, by Israeli writer Uri
Bar-Joseph, portrays Ashraf Marwan, the son-in-law of
former Egyptian president Gamal Abdel Nasser, as a
spy for the Jewish state. 

Khaled Lotfi has been on trial in a military court
since 2018 for publishing an Arabic version of the book,
two years earlier. The publisher, accused of having
“divulged military secrets”, was sentenced to five years
in prison despite appealing against an initial ruling, his
brother Mahmoud Lotfi told AFP. 

“There is no other recourse but a presidential pardon,”
he said. Marwan, who also worked as an adviser to presi-
dent Anwar Sadat after the death of Nasser in 1970, died
in 2007 in London in mysterious circumstances.  Egyptian
authorities arranged a grand funeral and Marwan was
hailed as a hero. A 2018 film based on the book, titled
“The Angel”, was met with outrage by Egyptian media,
which slated it as a manipulation of history. —AFP


