
For decades, the Canadian and American defense agency NORAD
has provided updates on Santa Claus’s international gift delivery
route, but this year, for the first time, US astronauts lent a hand. “We

have obtained visual confirmation that Santa is currently traveling south
over India,” Andrew Morgan said via a video link as he floated at zero
gravity in the International Space Station (ISS).

The North American Aerospace Defense Command (NORAD) said
that the ISS was traveling at 17,000 miles (27,000 kilometers) an hour,
250 miles above Earth - providing “a great vantage point to spot Santa
on his annual journey around the world”. “NORAD appreciates the sup-
port of Colonel Morgan and the ISS team,” it added.

The agency reported that Santa and his reindeer were near Managua,
Nicaragua at 0505 GMT Wednesday and had delivered more than 5.7 bil-
lion gifts after hours of giving. They took off from the North Pole at 0930
GMT Tuesday. NORAD has been tracking Santa since 1955 when a girl

dialed a misprinted phone number from a department store advertisement
in the local newspaper, believing she was calling Santa.

The number rang into the Air Defense Command Operation Center,
where an officer was quick to realize the mistake and assured her he was
Santa. Each year since, NORAD has reported Santa’s location to millions
across the globe, with noradsanta.org this year live-tracking his present-
filled red sleigh pulled by nine reindeer. Today, 1,500 volunteers help the
military answer calls and emails from children.

US first lady Melania Trump joined the effort, listening to several chil-
dren from across the United States tick off items on their Christmas lists.
She reminded them to put out milk and cookies for Santa. The US
Department of Agriculture said that “Mr S. Nicholas Claus” and his rein-
deer had been granted a special movement permit to enter the country
and were “fit for landing on rooftops”. — AFP 
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A man dressed as Santa Claus stands on a boat with tourists on Christmas Day at Madinat Jumeirah in Dubai yesterday. — AFP 

Merrily on high: US astronauts help track Santa delivery route 

This photo released by the US air force shows NORAD Tracks Santa Operation Center at Peterson Air Force Base in Colorado on Tuesday. — AFP 

The scene on Tuesday morning in
the northern Gaza Strip could at
first look incongruous - a group

of women in black niqab veils sewing
Santa Claus dolls for Christmas. They
work at a small factory in the
Palestinian enclave that is providing
employment to women, many of whom
are forbidden from leaving their vil-
lage due to conservative values.
Around 20 young women are
employed at the factory, which is a
project of the Zeina Cooperative in the
village of Umm al-Nasser, close to Beit
Hanoun in northern Gaza.

They have been given three years of
vocational training, learning to make
gifts for a series of holidays -including
the Muslim holy month of Ramadan and
Christmas, supervisor Asma Abu Qaida
told AFP. This festive season they pro-
duced a range of goods, including
Santa models and wooden Christmas
trees. Seven of the women have been

taught carpentry. The gifts are wrapped
and put in gift boxes marked “Merry
Christmas” in Arabic and English. “We
make Christmas gifts with love and pre-
cision,” Abu Qaida said.

Many of the customers are foreign
delegates working in international
organizations in the Gaza Strip, she said.
The 6,000-person village is in a con-
servative part of Gaza, which has been
controlled by the Islamist movement
Hamas since 2007 and has been under
an Israeli blockade for more than a
decade. Many of the women wear the
niqab, a type of veil that leaves only the
eyes visible. The program is an oppor-
tunity to work and leave the house, with
cultural norms prohibiting them from
leaving their village except in emergen-
cies, said Hanin Rizk Al-Sammak, Zeina’s
executive director. “This gift-making
project gives them an opportunity to
showcase their abilities.” — AFP 

Veiled women make 
Santa dolls in Gaza 

Palestinian artisans make Christmas toys at Zeina Association and Cooperative for
Handicrafts in Beit Hanun in the northern Gaza Strip on Tuesday. — AFP 

Participants in a Santa Claus costumes jump into the water during the 110th edition of the ‘Copa Nadal’ (Christmas Cup) swimming competition in
Barcelona’s Port Vell yesterday. — AFP  photos

A man dressed in a Santa Claus outfit gives out chocolate to children during a
Christmas Day party in Dhaka yesterday. 

A family dressed as Santa Claus drive behind the convoy of Apostolic Administrator of
the Latin Patriarchate of Jerusalem Pierbattista Pizzaballa along Israel’s controversial
separation barrier in the occupied West Bank town of Bethlehem on Tuesday. 


