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Australia mull five specialist 
bowlers for Boxing Day Test

MELBOURNE: Australia could play five specialist
bowlers against New Zealand during the second Test,
captain Tim Paine said yesterday, with the decision
being left until the last moment. The Melbourne Cricket
Ground track has been lifeless during the past two
Boxing Day Tests, making it hard to take 20 wickets,
although a Sheffield Shield match there this month was
abandoned due to a dangerous pitch.

With this in mind, Paine said a decision would only
be made after a late inspection. But one scenario could
be a five-pronged attack, in which Queensland seamer
Michael Neser likely makes his debut.

“We’ll find out tomorrow. The wicket is a bit
unknown... but we’ve got a plan in place for both sce-
narios (with five bowlers or without),” Paine told
reporters yesterday. “We’ve probably got two different
teams (in mind), to be honest, so we’ll make the final call
tomorrow.” Australia traditionally play only four front-
line bowlers — three quicks and spinner. According to
Cricket Australia, they have only fielded five once
before in the past decade — at the 2013 Sydney Test
against Sri Lanka.

If they go down this route today, Neser is set to line
up alongside Mitchell Starc, Pat Cummins and Nathan
Lyon, with James Pattinson replacing the injured Josh
Hazlewood. Travis Head is expected to be the fall guy,

with wicketkeeper Paine moving up the batting order to
six.  “Our batting team has been scoring a lot of runs so
if we were to go one more bowler, we would be com-
fortable they could do the job,” said Paine. “The
bowlers we would be bringing in can all bat so while
we’re taking a batter out, we’re probably lengthening
our line-up.”

Australia head into the Melbourne clash on the back
of three wins at home this summer — two against
Pakistan before their 296-run thrashing of New Zealand
in the first Test at Perth, a day-night affair.

Marnus Labuschagne has been their star batsman,
smashing his third century in a row at Perth before a
second-innings 50.

In contrast Steve Smith, their hero during the Ashes
against England this year, has managed only 43 and 16
in his last two innings, out twice to short balls from Neil
Wagner. It followed a quiet series against Pakistan and
he is keen to pile on some runs in Melbourne.

“I’ve been facing a fair bit of short stuff in the nets
because I’m expecting a bit (in Melbourne),” Smith
said. “It’s going to be completely different with the red
ball as opposed to the pink ball, particularly (com-
pared) to the second innings in Perth when it was a bit
up and down with cracks and stuff.  “It’s going to be
different, but I’m looking forward to it.” — AFP
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MELBOURNE: Australian captain Tim Paine bats in the nets ahead of the second cricket Test match between
Australia and New Zealand in Melbourne yesterday. — AFP

DHAKA: Bangladesh are ready to play Twenty20
Internationals in Pakistan next month but the test
series must take place in a neutral venue, the
chief executive of the Bangladesh Cricket Board
(BCB), Nizamuddin Chowdhury, said.

Test cricket returned to Pakistan after a
decade with a two-test series against Sri Lanka
earlier this month. Rawalpindi and Karachi host-
ed Pakistan’s first tests on home soil since a mili-
tant attack on Sri Lanka’s team bus in Lahore in
2009.

Enthused by the smooth staging of the series,
Pakistan Cricket Board (PCB) has announced its
team would no more play their ‘home’ matches
abroad as has been the practice with test teams
shunning the country citing safety concerns.

PCB’s assertion notwithstanding, Bangladesh
remain wary of touring Pakistan for a lengthy
period, Chowdhury told the Daily Star newspa-
per. “We stand firm on our ground. We only want
to play T20Is in Pakistan,” the BCB CEO was
quoted as saying. “The stakeholders related to
the series do not want us to play longer-version
cricket in Pakistan,” Nizamuddin said.

Bangladesh are expected to play three
Twenty20 Internationals in Lahore before a two-
test series against Pakistan who completed a 1-0
series victory against Sri Lanka on Monday.

“Actually, we have no other option here. We
can play the T20Is but if we are to play tests then
it should be in a neutral venue,” Nizamuddin
added. PCB chairman Ehsan Mani has hinted
raising the matter with the governing
International Cricket Council should Bangladesh
refuse to play the tests in Pakistan.

“No one should be under any misapprehen-
sion as to where Pakistan’s home Tests will take
place,” Mani told reporters on Monday. “All of
Pakistan’s matches, against Bangladesh or any-
one else, will take place in Pakistan. “I still hope
the BCB will reflect on the matter and accept
there is  no reason for  them not  to  v is i t
Pakistan.”  — Reuters

Bangladesh insist 
on neutral venue 
for Pakistan Tests

Van der Dussen to 
make SA test debut 
PRETORIA: South Africa batsman Rassie van der
Dussen will make his test debut in the first match of the
series against England starting today. The 30-year-old
Van der Dussen will bat at number five, captain Faf du
Plessis said yesterday, in the place of Temba Bavuma
who has been ruled out with a hip injury.

Van der Dussen is one of six uncapped players
named in the squad chosen for the first two matches of
the four-test series against England. He had played 18
one-day and nine Twenty20 internationals and was one
of the few South Africans who impressed at this year’s
World Cup in England.

“He was a mature cricketer when he started for us in
ODIs and is someone who knows his game very wellÇ”
Du Plessis said of Van der Dussen. “He came into inter-
national cricket looking very comfortable and over the
last season and a half has been very fruitful and scored
a lot of runs in white ball cricket.

“He is calm and composed with the bat. You can just
see it sometimes when someone is suited for interna-
tional cricket and that’s been the case with him. I think
he will be very much at home.”

Du Plessis said a decision on playing an extra bowler
would be made on Thursday morning after assessing
conditions at Centurion, Pretoria. “We have asked for
good wickets for this Test series that offer both some-
thing to the bowler and batsmen,” the South Africa
captain added. — Reuters

MELBOURNE: New Zealand made two changes yes-
terday for the Boxing Day Test against Australia with
fast bowler Trent Boult back from injury and Tom
Blundell replacing Jeet Ravel at the top of the order.

The dangerous Boult missed the first Test in Perth,
where his team crashed by 296 runs, with a rib injury
that also kept him out of their final clash against
England. But he has worked his way back to fitness,
desperate to play in the Black Caps first Boxing Day
Test at the Melbourne Cricket Ground since 1987, with
a crowd of more 75,000 expected on day one.

Williamson also confirmed Blundell, usually a mid-
dle-order batsman, would open alongside Tom Latham
in place of the out-of-form Ravel. “He’s a positive play-
er and a smart cricketer so it’s just trying to adapt to
the conditions. It’s important he goes out and plays his
natural game,” Williamson told reporters of Blundell.

“He’s been a very good player for a long time and
he’s a mature head ... it’s a really exciting opportunity
for him.” New Zealand have had 10 days to recover
from their Perth day-night Test thrashing, which saw
their batsmen skittled for 166 and 171.

Williamson said they had learned from their mis-
takes. “Perth was tough and Australia are very good
and tactically sound,” he said after his team were put
through their paces in the nets on Christmas Day.

“It’s important we learn from some bits of Perth but
turn our focus to Melbourne and changing conditions
and perhaps not be too reactive to that performance.”
Williamson was also keen to ensure his players do not
get carried away with playing in front of such a big
crowd during one of the most prestigious days on the

cricket calendar.
“I guess there’s a sense of romance about being

involved in the Boxing Day Test ... at the same time it’s

about removing a little bit of that and bringing the
focus back to the cricket and making those improve-
ments we need to.” —AFP
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MELBOURNE: New Zealand bowler Trent Boult sends down a delivery in the nets ahead of the second cricket Test
match between Australia and New Zealand in Melbourne yesterday. — AFP

PRETORIA: Chris Woakes is the latest concern for
England ahead of the first test against South Africa as
the tourists battle with a flu bug, captain Joe Root said.
Woakes missed practice on Tuesday after falling victim
to the bug that has swept through the tourists’ camp
since they arrived in South Africa 10 days ago.

Ben Stokes’ availability was also unclear after his
father was taken to hospital in Johannesburg after
falling ill with Stokes foregoing Tuesday’s workout to
be at his bedside. Ged Stokes was described as being in
a “critical condition” in a statement from the England
and Wales Cricket Board.

“It puts things in perspective. We’re here to play
good, hard cricket but it’s important as a squad that we
want Ben and his family to have all the support they can
get,” Root told reporters. “I want to stress the impor-
tance of respecting his privacy. What’s most important
is we support him and his family. It’s crucial that comes
first.” Root said Jofra Archer and Stuart Board were
improving after they were laid low by flu but that they
were still being monitored before a final team selection
for the first test was made.

“It’s been quite frustrating in many ways but we have
to handle it and get on with it and make sure that the
guys selected are ready to go and in a good place to
hopefully win this first game,” said Root. The first test
begins on Boxing Day at Centurion and is followed by
three more next month. 

Meanwhile,  James Anderson’s return from injury
could not be more timely for England, who are still
unsure about the make-up of their bowling attack as
they head into the first test against South Africa.

But while Jofra Archer and Stuart Broad are still not
sure of playing in the match, which starts on Boxing
Day, after being laid low with flu, Anderson will be back
on the frontline for what will be his 150th Test.

England are expected to field a five-man seam
attack, foregoing spin, if all their pacemen are fully fit.
However, that situation may need to be reassessed
based on the availability of Ben Stokes.

The all-rounder’s father was admitted to hospital in
Johannesburg his condition was described as being

“critical” on Tuesday in a statement from the England
and Wales Cricket Board.

The 37-year-old Anderson will be the ninth cricketer
to reach the 150-test milestone - joining the likes of
Sachin Tendulkar, Steve Waugh and Jacques Kallis -
when he makes his return to the England attack for the
first time since limping off with a calf injury at the start
of the Ashes in August.

“He’s looking as good as I’ve ever seen him,” said
captain Joe Root. Anderson had arrived in the country
ahead of the majority of the England squad to attend a
fast bowlers’ camp, underlining his desire to get back
into the team.

“It feels like a long time since I’ve played a competi-
tive game so to get some overs ... was very pleasing,”

he told reporters.
“There was a bit of rust but that’s to be expected

having not played for four or five months. I’m just hap-
py to be back out there.”

Anderson was only 20 when he made his debut, tak-
ing five wickets against Zimbabwe at Lord’s in 2003,
and last month said he wanted to continue through to
the next Ashes series, which will start at the end of 2021
in Australia.

“I still want to do it, that’s part of the reason I
worked so hard to get back,” added England’s record
wicket taker with 575 test scalps.

“It’s something I love and I still feel I’ve got some-
thing to offer, so that hunger and desire to get back is
still very much there.”  — Reuters
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