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Australian Open prize pool jumps to $49m

TORONTO: File photo shows Bianca Andreescu of Canada lunges for a forehand on her way to defeating Karolina Pliskova of the Czech Republic in Rogers Cup tennis tournament quarter-final action in Toronto on Friday August 9, 2019. — AFP

MELBOURNE: The prize pool for the 2020 Australian
Open has been boosted by 14% to A$71 million ($49.1
million), organisers said on Tuesday, with the biggest
gains for players exiting in the early rounds. Players
losing in the first round of qualifying at the year’s first
Grand Slam will take home A$20,000, up by a third
from last year, while singles players who exit in the first
round of the main draw will earn A$90,000, a jump of
20%. Before the start of the 2018 Australian Open, Serb
champion Novak Djokovic had to distance himself from
media reports that he had pushed for a revolt over the
way revenues from the four Grand Slams were distrib-
uted to help reward a larger group of players.

“We have long been committed to improving the pay
and conditions for a deeper pool of international tennis
players,” tournament director Craig Tiley said in a
statement, noting that overall prize money has more
than tripled since 2007.

“This year ... we pushed to reward players compet-
ing early in the tournament in both singles and dou-
bles.” The 2020 women’s and men’s singles champions
will receive smaller increases in prize money, with both

winners taking home A$4.12 million, up $20,000.
Players can usually secure a main draw appearance

in the tournament, which starts on Jan. 20, by having a
ranking in the top 100. Naomi Osaka of Japan is the
reigning women’s singles champion at the Australian
Open while Djokovic claimed a record seventh title by
defeating great rival Rafa Nadal in the 2019 final.

In a report published last year, an International
Review Panel commissioned to address betting-related
and other integrity issues said that players in the lowest
tiers were susceptible to being corrupted because of
the difficulty of making a living, with only 250-350
players earning enough money to break even.

The International Tennis Federation last week
announced a series of measures as part of its fight
against corruption in the sport’s lower levels.

Meanwhile, Auckland Classic organisers suffered a
major setback to their tournament lineup on Tuesday
with US Open champion Bianca Andreescu withdraw-
ing due to “knee issues”. The Canadian teenager had
been the top seed for the Jan. 6-12 tournament, which is
a traditional warmup event for players fine tuning their

game ahead of the Australian Open.
“Organisers have been advised that Bianca

Andreescu has had to withdraw from the upcoming
event due to her ongoing knee issues,” the tournament
said in a statement on Tuesday.

“We are disappointed not to welcome Bianca back
and wish her all the best for a speedy recovery.”
Andreescu came through qualifying in Auckland earlier
this year only to lose to Germany’s Julia Goerges in the
final, which she used as a springboard for a sensational
2019. She won her first WTA Tour title at Indian Wells,
then beat Serena Williams in the finals in Toronto and
again at Flushing Meadows to clinch her first Grand Slam
title. The Auckland tournament had assembled arguably
its strongest ever field with Andreescu, Williams, former
Australian Open champion Caroline Wozniacki and 2017
French Open winner Jelena Ostapenko all confirmed.
Two-times Grand Slam winner Svetlana Kuznetsova and
American teenagers Amanda Anisimova and Coco Gauff
have also entered the tournament before they head to
Melbourne Park for the season opening Grand Slam that
runs from Jan. 20-Feb. 2. —Reuters

MOSCOW: The Russian Olympic Committee said
Tuesday it expected that Russian athletes would take
part in the 2020 Tokyo Olympics Games under the
national flag despite a four-year doping ban.

“The Russian Olympic Committee is a rightful mem-
ber of the Olympic movement,” its president Stanislav
Pozdnyakov told reporters after a meeting.

“Therefore we have every reason to believe that we
will put together a team for Tokyo and do everything in
our power for this team to perform under the Russian
tricolour.”

The World Anti-Doping Agency on December 10
banned Russia for four years from major global events,
including the 2020 Tokyo Olympics and the 2022 World
Cup in Qatar, over manipulated doping data. 

WADA accused Moscow of falsifying data from a
doping testing laboratory that was handed over to
investigators earlier this year.

Russia has said it would contest the ban, with

President Vladimir Putin slamming the sanctions as
politically motivated.

Speaking on Tuesday, Pozdnyakov confirmed
that the Russian Olympic Committee would sup-
port the decision of its supervisory board to defy
the WADA ban.

Last week RUSADA anti-doping agency said it had
“made a decision not to agree” with the four-year ban
by the World Anti-Doping Agency’s decision.

The decision will have to be communicated to
WADA before the end of the month, triggering the
appeal process in the Lausanne-based Court of
Arbitration for Sport.

Under the sanctions, Russian sportsmen and women
will still be allowed to compete at the Olympics next
year and the 2022 Beijing Winter Olympics, but only as
neutrals and if they can demonstrate that they were not
part of what WADA believes was a state-sponsored
system of doping. — AFP

Russia to compete in Tokyo under national flag

DENVER: The Denver Nuggets and head coach
Michael Malone agreed to a contract extension Tuesday.
Terms were not disclosed, but ESPN reported the deal
extends through the 2022-23 season. The Nuggets (21-
8) currently have the second-best record in the Western
Conference behind the Los Angeles Lakers (24-6).

“We have been very fortunate to have Coach Malone
lead our resurgence. His tireless work ethic and passion
are clearly reflected in the continued improvement of
our roster,” president of basketball operations Tim
Connelly said in a press release. “We are all extremely
excited for him to continue to lead our team as we try to
build a championship level organization.” In his fifth sea-
son with Denver, Malone is already the fourth-win-
ningest coach in franchise history at 194-163 (54.3 per-
cent). —Mavericks star guard Luka Doncic is closing in
on a return, which could come as soon as Dallas’
Thursday home game against the San Antonio Spurs.

The 20-year-old has missed the past four games with
an ankle injury but returned to practice on Tuesday. “I’m
feeling good,” Doncic told reporters after practice. “Just
taking care of it. A lot of things that we have to do, and
we’re just taking care of it. We’ll see how it progresses,
and we’ll see if I play.”

—The Los Angeles Lakers should have their two
stars in the lineup when they face the “visiting” Los
Angeles Clippers in a marquee game. Lakers stars
LeBron James and Anthony Davis are listed as question-
able, but both are expected to start against the Clippers
in the Christmas Day meeting. The Lakers enter with a
season-high three-game losing streak.

James missed a 128-104 loss to the visiting Denver
Nuggets on Sunday because of a muscle strain near his
rib cage. Making matters worse, Davis slipped in the
third quarter, and his right knee bent awkwardly. He left
the game in discomfort, returned for a few minutes, but
then departed for good as Denver’s lead continued to
expand. 

—Philadelphia 76ers rookie guard Matisse Thybulle
will miss two to four weeks due to a sprained right knee,
according to multiple reports. — Reuters
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MOSCOW: Russian Olympic Committee (ROC) President
Stanislav Pozdnyakov holds a press conference in
Moscow following meetings with the Russian anti-doping
agency to discuss Russia’s doping ban from major sport
competitions. — AFP

Andreescu out of season opener in Auckland with ‘knee issues’


