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Kuwait continued flurry
of UN diplomacy in 2019

KUWAIT: Iraq had announced earlier
this year discovery of mass graves con-
taining remains of what was believed to
be of Kuwaiti people held captive or
went missing during Iraq’s invasion and
occupation of Kuwait in 1990-91. DNA
tests were underway in Kuwait to deter-
mine identities of the remains. The fol-
lowing are major events related to this
issue:

June 20: A tripartite committee of the
International Committee of the Red
Cross (ICRC) announced discovery of
human remains in the Iraqi southern
city of Al-Muthanna, believed to be of
Kuwaiti citizens who were rounded up
by Iraqi forces during the 1990-91
occupation.

July 1: Iraqi Ministry of Defense said
it would provide samples of the remains
for the Kuwaiti authorities.

August 2: Iraqi Foreign Ministry said
it identified what was believed to be
identities of 32 Kuwaiti prisoners whose
remains were in a mass grave in southern
Iraq. It said the mass grave, found in Al-

Muthanna on March 6, consisted of 46
remains and initial DNA tests showed 32
of them believed to be Kuwaitis.

August 6: UN special representative
to Iraq Jeanine Hennis-Plasschaert met
with Iraqi defense minister Najah Al-
Shemmeri, and said collaboration
between UN mission in Iraq in collabo-
ration, Kuwait and ICRC was successful.

August 8: Kuwait receives, from Iraq,
remains of 48 persons believed to be of
Kuwaiti prisoners and missing people
killed during Iraq’s 1990 invasion for
DNA tests.

November 3: Kuwait’s Deputy
Premier and Foreign Minister Sheikh
Sabah Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah said
Kuwait recovered remains of 236
Kuwaitis who were missing during the
Iraqi invasion. They are out of 605 miss-
ing Kuwaitis, however only fate of 369
Kuwaitis were identified. The tripartite
committee started operations in March
1992. It consisted of representatives
from Kuwait, Iraq, Saudi Arabia, the US,
France, Britain and ICRC. — KUNA

Iraq discovered suspected
Kuwaitis’ remains in 2019

KUWAIT: The State of Kuwait has been an active con-
tributor to the UN Security Council (UNSC) in the second
year of its non-permanent membership in 2019. The Gulf
nation made sure its voice heard and actions felt as the
world was witnessing many developments which posed a
threat to international peace and security. The following
are major events related to Kuwait’s UNSC membership.

March 15: The UN Security Council adopted a state-
ment, proposed by Kuwait and Indonesia, strongly con-
demning the New Zealand mosque terrorist attack in
which dozens were killed and wounded, considered it one
of the most serious threats to international peace and
security. 

May 10: At the initiative of the Permanent Missions to
the UN of Kuwait, Indonesia and South Africa, an Arria-
formula meeting was held on Israel’s construction of set-
tlements attended by Palestine’s Foreign Minister Riyadh
Al-Malki.

June 1: Kuwait chaired the UN Secretary Council for
the third time in its history during its 2018-19 second non-
permanent membership, focusing on promoting causes
connected with Arab affairs namely the Palestinian cause
and defusing tension and war.

June 11: UN Security Council adopted Kuwait-drafted
resolution No. 2474 of 2019 on missing person in armed
conflict in accordance with the International Humanitarian
Law, in a meeting chaired by Kuwait’s Deputy Prime
Minister and Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled
Al-Sabah.

June 13: Kuwait, during Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled’s
presidency of UN Secretary Council, issued a statement
on further cooperation between the Security Council and
the Arab League in accordance with the UN Charter, and
to take effective steps to enhance this cooperation, which
should focus on conflict prevention, peacekeeping and
peace-building.

July 24: The United States blocked an attempt by
Kuwait, Indonesia and South Africa to get the UN
Security Council to condemn Israel’s demolition of
Palestinian homes on the outskirts of Jerusalem.

September 19: Kuwait, Germany and Belgium called
UN Security Council to vote for draft resolution for an
immediate ceasefire in Syria’s volatile northwestern gover-
norate of Idlib. The blocked resolution called on all parties
to immediately cease hostilities to avoid a further deterio-
ration of the already catastrophic humanitarian situation in
Idlib Governorate.

November 20: Kuwait and elected countries of UN
Security Council stressed rejection of any endeavors
aiming to legitimize the illegal Israeli settlements on all
occupied Palestinian territories, as Kuwait and
Indonesia submitted a draft element to reconfirm that
Israel settlement is illegal.

November 25: Arab foreign ministers during their meet-
ing at the Arab League in Cairo decided to assign the Arab
group in New York in addition to Kuwait, as the Security
Council Arab member to intensify efforts and negotiations
to face the US decision to legitimize the illegal Israeli set-

tlements on all occupied Palestinian territories. 
December 4: Kuwait, during its speech at the UN

Security Council, called for more self-control and refrain
from using violence during demonstrations in Iraq,
expressing hope that fellow Arab country will overcome
the current exceptional circumstances.

December 18: Kuwait, Germany and Belgium tabled a
draft resolution to UNSC to renew for one year a mecha-
nism to provide humanitarian aid to Syria through five
border crossings. The draft resolution proposed addition
of six crossings, including one from Turkey. China and
Russia vetoed the resolution. China submitted another
resolution to renew the mechanism for six months but only
five members approved the text.

December 21: The US condemned the Russian and
Chinese veto for the draft resolution submitted by
Kuwait, Germany and Belgium, saying the veto was a
shame. —KUNA

NEW YORK: Kuwait’s then foreign minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah speaks during a UN
Security Council session. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Remains believed to be of Kuwaiti people are being transported from Iraq
to Kuwait. —KUNA

Iraq and Kuwait sign paperwork for the handover of remains to Kuwaiti
authorities.

KUWAIT: Kuwait witnessed development achieve-
ments throughout the year 2019, accomplishing many
milestones in different domains. The following are
major development achievements.

Jan 16: Kuwait Direct Investment Promotion
Authority (KDIPA) acquired its ISO 9001:2015 and
ISO 10002:2018 Certification for enhancing perform-
ance efficiency and upgrading investor’s services.

Feb 4: Kuwait ’s Petrochemical Industries
Company (PIC) obtained the International
Standardization Organization (ISO) 31000 certifi-
cate in risk management.

Feb 23: Radio Kuwait won the first place at Arab
level in programming, productions, and airtime cate-
gories during a media event in Algeria.

April 29: The Salam Palace Museum, which is con-
sidered a cultural and historic edifice, was inaugurated.

May 1: Sheikh Jaber Al-Ahmad Causeway, which
connect Kuwait City to Subbiya and considered the
4th longest bridge in the world and with a total span
of 49,900 kilometers, was inaugurated.

May 28: The Communication and Information
Technology Regulatory Authority (CITRA)
announced completion of tests of G5 networks in
Kuwait.

June 17: Kuwait launches first stem cell clinic in
Gulf region; the ‘Salwa Sabah Al-Ahmed Al-Sabah
Stem Cell Clinic.’ —KUNA

Kuwait’s main
development
achievements
in 2019


