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Children are vulnerable and can fall victim
to physical or verbal harm, especially if
family conditions are harsh or insecure.

So many governments in the world have issued
legal regulations and legislations to protect the
little ones.

Kuwait issued law number 21 / 2015 for pro-
tecting the rights of the child, such as educa-
tion, healthcare, housing, culture and protection
from assaults. This law protects both healthy
children and those with special needs, and has
been activated by several agencies, including
the ministry of interior, the ministry of social
affairs and the ministry of health.

The law also stipulates that children should
not be used for work that does not suit their
age, travel without the permission of their
guardians, or be prevented from seeing either
of their parents in the event of divorce. I think
the aim of such details in the law is to ensure
that no single entity can manipulate a child’s
life or their wishes. 

The government also established the child
protection department of the ministry of
health, which launched hotline 147 to report
any cases of child abuse. The department has
the authority to inform the ministry of the inte-
rior and the ministry of social affairs, which
have the authority to take measures against
perpetrators.

With the issuance of this law, some claimed
it encouraged the child to rebel and that spank-
ing might be beneficial for them. But these pro-
testers did not accept the fact that beating a
child causes psychologically-devastating dam-
age in the long run, leading them to lose their
personality and self-confidence as well. The
nature of civil society today has changed from
the nature of society 100 years ago.

For example, in the past teachers beating
students was normal and acceptable by parents
and children, who could not object because
they would be exposed to more harm. But this
situation has changed today and the child has
the right to reject corporal punishment, and
beating in schools is forbidden. I agree with
this because beating a child is a crime and no
one should be allowed to harm a young child
for any reason.

Last year, Kuwait accomplished a good
achievement by obtaining a prize from the
International Child Protection Team of the
International Society for Prevention of Child
Abuse and Neglect (ISPCAN) for its efforts to
support children’s rights.

I think that raising awareness for children is
the right starting point to tackle this global
problem, as the child must be aware from the
elementary stage of his physical rights and his
dignity and that no one has the right to be sub-
jected to abuse, and that there are legal bodies
that are ready to help and protect them from
aggressors. So the role of the school is very
important.

I believe that stricter laws on child abuse
must be implemented. In Kuwait, there are
multiple expatriate communities of different
nationalities, whether Arab or foreign, so I
hope that these groups will make their peers
aware of this law, because violence is not
related to a specific nationality, and this is
something that will happen and we need mutu-
al efforts to stop it .

I believe the child law represents an impor-
tant legal and social event in Kuwait, as the
child protection department has the power to
transfer complaints which it receives via the
hotline directly to the ministry of interior to
intervene, as well as maintain the confidentiality
of reports, which was not previously possible.
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Kuwaiti man granted
political asylum in Canada

Man sentenced in Kuwait over offensive tweets
By A Saleh 

KUWAIT: A Kuwaiti man was recently granted polit-
ical  asylum in Canada, said Kuwait  Liberal
Association member Anwar Al-Rasheed, stressing
that he has been in contact with the young man sen-
tenced to jail in Kuwait because of some posts he
made on Twitter. Rasheed explained that the young
man left Kuwait for Canada before the sentence was
passed and remained there for a while before apply-
ing for political asylum and explaining his motives.
“The application was approved and he is now a
refugee in Canada,” Rasheed explained. Notably,
there is a group of Kuwaiti bloggers in London who
have been sentenced to prison because of tweets
deemed abusive to certain figures or sister countries
and incriminated by law. 

Expats’ degrees
Commenting on the situation of expats who came

to Kuwait to work with
degrees from accredited
universities and how to
accredit them in Kuwait, the
Public Authority for
Manpower stressed that this
issue out of its jurisdiction
and that it is the responsibil-
ity of the ministries of for-
eign affairs and higher edu-
cation to oversee this topic. 

Meanwhile, the Civil
Service Commission stressed
that employees contracted over the past three years all
matched the regulations of decree number 17/2017,

which prioritizes employing Kuwaitis, then children of
Kuwaiti women and then Arab non-Kuwaitis in jobs

with not enough Kuwaiti
candidates such as doctors,
health services and educa-
tion, or in jobs Kuwaitis
refuse to take such as serv-
ices and crafts (drivers,
office boys, undertakers or
gravediggers). 

Pharmaceutical treatments
Ministry of Health’s assis-

tant undersecretary for food
and medicine control Dr

Abdullah Al-Bader said Health Minister Sheikh Dr Basel
Al-Sabah issued a resolution organizing the registration

and handling of pharmaceutical treatments. Bader
explained that previous regulations had not been
updated in 40 years and that the new decision came to
comply with ministerial instructions to remain updated
and cope with the latest developments in international
control systems related to importing medicine, register-
ing and handling it. 

Teachers’ timetables
Minister of Education Dr Saud Al-Harbi stressed

his keenness on developing education, achieving sta-
bility and justice in teachers’ timetables in various
schools. Harbi added that he urged the public educa-
tion sector to reconsider teachers’ timetables and the
classes they teach per week in a way that achieves
justice and equality, adding that he will personally
follow up this issue. 

Man left
Kuwait before

court verdict

KUWAIT: Ooredoo Kuwait, the first to launch innovated
digital services in Kuwait is proudly partnering with Al-
Souq Murouj for the fourth consecutive year to bring to
you Murouj Market, a monthly weekend market for local
entrepreneurs and businesses. The market, which is held
at Murouj Complex, includes an Ooredoo dedicated
booth, local farm produce, artisanal food products and

crafts, with a ‘street food’ section aimed at highlighting
the culinary diversity of Kuwait’s local food community.
The market also offers a section dedicated for children’s
activities. It will be held once a month on weekends, until
March 2020.

Commenting on this sponsorship, Ooredoo Kuwait
Senior Director of Corporate Communications Mijbil

Alayoub said: “We are happy to be supporting local busi-
nesses and entrepreneurs through this engaging project.
This sponsorship comes in tandem with our social respon-
sibility strategy, which in turn is based on our core values
of caring, connecting and challenging. We look forward to
meeting those young enthusiastic small business owners
as well as our valued customers at the market.”

Ooredoo supports entrepreneurs in Al-Souq Murouj 

Mijbil Alayoub

By Meshaal Al-Enezi 

KUWAIT: Municipal Council member Maha Al-Baghli
proposed building a footbridge in front of the ‘Maliya’ bus
station in Fahad Al-Salem Street in Kuwait City, saying
that it became necessary given the fact that the street has
become vital with many people frequenting it for its malls,
hotels, restaurants and companies in addition to the bus
station. Meanwhile, Municipal Council member Fuhaid Al-
Muwaizri proposed building a footbridge in front of the
applied institute in Ardhiya with a contemporary design to
safeguard students’ lives and to ease traffic flow on the
road opposite of the institute. In other news, State
Minister for Municipal Affairs Waleed Al-Jassem visited
several cleaning centers in Farwaniya governorate that
operate on the shifts’ system during weekends. The minis-
ter was briefed on workers’ efforts and was told about the
obstacles they face during their work.

Fahad Al-Salem
Street footbridge
proposed

Former Interior
Ministry official
laid to rest
By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: Deputy Prime Minister, Interior Minister and
State Minister for Cabinet Affairs Anas Khaled Al-Saleh
and Interior Ministry Undersecretary Lt Gen Essam Salem
Al-Naham led the funeral of former Interior Ministry
Undersecretary Maj Gen Abdullatif Faisal Al-Thuwaini at
Sulaibkhat Cemetery yesterday. The minister extended his
condolences to the deceased family. 


