
Family could 
swim after Britons
die in Spain 
pool: Mother
LONDON:  The mother of two children who
drowned alongside their British father in Spain
has denied reports that they could not swim,
suggesting instead that something was wrong
with the resort’s swimming pool. The tragedy
took place on Christmas Eve as the family-of-
five was holidaying at Club La Costa World in
the southern Spanish resort of Mijas.

“The three of them knew how to swim,”
said Olubunmi Diya in a statement published
Friday by the family’s London-based church
on Facebook, adding that the whole family
was present when the incident happened.
“The children went into the pool using the
steps but found themselves dragged into the
middle, which was deeper and called for help
when they could not get out,” she said,
describing how her husband then entered the
water to help them. 

“I believe something was wrong with the
pool that must have made swimming difficult
for them at that point in time.”

Gabriel Diya, 52, a Christian pastor, died
alongside his nine-year-old daughter Comfort

and his 16-year-old son Praise-Emmanuel,
who holds American nationality. “We are
deeply shocked, saddened and struggling to
come to terms with their passing,” Olubunmi
Diya added.

Sources close to the Spanish investigation
had earlier said that a surviving sister had
told police that the three did not know how to
swim.  Police had examined the pool’s filters
to see if the young girl had somehow been
sucked in by the water purification system, a
spokesman said.

The pool reopened on Thursday, accord-
ing to footage shown on Spanish national tel-
evision. In a statement, Club La Costa World
said police had carried out a full investigation
and given “formal permission to reopen the
pool as they found no concerns relating to
the pool or procedures in place”. 

“This was a tragic accident which has left
everyone surrounding the incident in shock,”
it said, expressing concern for the care and
support of the surviving family members and
asking that their privacy be respected. —AFP

WASHINGTON: A Navy SEAL platoon leader con-
troversially pardoned of war crimes by US President
Donald Trump was described as “toxic” and “freaking
evil” by veterans who served with him in Iraq, The
New York Times reported Friday.

Video testimony provided to war crimes investiga-
tors and published by the newspaper showed former
members of Eddie Gallagher’s elite commando unit
accusing him of shooting at a 12-year-old and dis-
cussing the accusations that Gallagher targeted civil-
ians. “The guy is freaking evil,” special operator first
class Craig Miller, one of the most experienced mem-
bers of Alpha Platoon’s SEAL Team 7, told the Naval
Criminal Investigative Service (NCIS).

Another platoon member, identified by the Times
as special operator first class Corey Scott, said: “You
could tell he was perfectly okay with killing anybody
that was moving.” “The guy was toxic,” special oper-
ator first class Joshua Vriens added.

Gallagher denies the allegations, dismissing them
as smears by platoon members who could not match
his performance.

Cause celebre 
The sniper and medic, now 40, was originally

accused of premeditated murder after allegedly stab-
bing to death a captured, wounded 17-year-old
Islamic State fighter in Iraq in May 2017. During his
2019 trial, the case became a cause celebre in conser-
vative media and Trump voiced support for the SEAL.
The president intervened in March to have Gallagher

removed from jail and placed in a Navy hospital,
where he had more freedom.

In July, Gallagher was acquitted of murder by a
military jury but convicted of having posed for a pic-
ture next to the body of the IS fighter. He was demot-
ed, and the Navy moved to remove his official SEAL
pin-sometimes referred to as a Trident pin-a signal
Gallagher had lost the respect of the elite group.

But Trump intervened again, ordering the pin and
rank be restored. “The Navy will NOT be taking
away Warfighter and Navy Seal Eddie Gallagher’s
Trident Pin,” Trump tweeted November 21.

His comments came as multiple US news outlets
reported that then-Navy Secretary Richard Spencer
had threatened to resign over the affair, a claim he
denied. “Contrary to popular belief, I am still here. I
did not threaten to resign,” the US Navy chief said in
November, adding he did not consider Trump’s tweet
to be a formal order. 

“I need a formal order to act,” Spencer told
reporters. On November 24, a Navy spokesman told
AFP he could “confirm” the Navy had been notified
the White House would ultimately not intervene in the
process against Gallagher.

Spencer was f ired that same day over the
Gallagher dispute. Eventually, the NCIS began an
inquiry and the platoon members were called to give
evidence.

“My first reaction to seeing the videos was sur-
prise and disgust that they would make up blatant lies
about me, but I quickly realized that they were scared

that the truth would come out of how cowardly they
acted on deployment,” Gallagher said in a statement
to the Times issued by his lawyer.

Last weekend, Trump hosted Gallagher and his
wife at Mar-a-Lago, the president’s Florida resort,
where he is spending the Christmas holidays. — AFP
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In this file photo taken on June 21, 2019 Navy Special Operations Chief Edward Gallagher walks into mili-
tary court in San Diego, California. — AFP

Gallagher accused of stabbing to death an IS fighter in Iraq

Navy SEAL pardoned by Trump 
called ‘freaking evil’ by comrades 

The mother of two children who drowned alongside their British father in Spain has denied
reports that they could not swim, suggesting instead that something was wrong with the
resort’s swimming pool.

Survivors tell of 
France’s ‘dirty 
war’ in Cameroon 
independence
EKITE, Cameroon: It was a “dirty war”
waged by French colonial troops but it never
made headlines and even today goes untold
in school history books. The brutal conflict
unfolded in Cameroon, which on January 1
marks its 60th anniversary of independence-
the first of 17 African countries that became
free from their colonial masters in 1960.

Many decades on, those who witnessed
the violence recall events that shaped count-
less lives in the central African country yet
remain unchronicled today. “My life was
overturned,” Odile Mbouma, 72, said in the
southwestern town of Ekite. On the night of
December 30, 1956, French troops arrived in
the town and slaughtered dozens of people,
perhaps as many as a hundred, she said.

“We were sitting under a tree when we
suddenly heard the crackle of gunfire,” she
said. “It was everyone for themselves.”

Taking to her heels, the seven-year-old
found herself jumping over bodies. “They
were everywhere.”

The troops were looking for independence
fighters-members of the Union of the Peoples
of Cameroon (UPC), a nationalist movement
established in 1948 that faced repression first
by the French and later by Cameroonian sol-
diers. French authorities labelled the UPC
“communist” and cracked down from 1955,
driving the movement underground, though
its charismatic founder Ruben Um Nyobe
preached non-violence.

Buried in cement 
In September 1958, Um Nyobe-nicknamed

Mpodol (for “he who brings the word” in the
Bassa language) — was killed by French

troops. “His body was dragged around and
displayed so that everybody (saw the corpse)
of a man who was considered immortal,” said
Louis Marie Mang, UPC activist in Eseka,
where Um Nyobe is buried in a Protestant
graveyard.

“To prevent traditional rites from being
held, he was put in a block of cement and
buried (without) a coffin.”  The conflict con-
tinued long beyond independence, for repres-
sion of the nationalists continued under
Cameroon’s first president, Ahmadou Ahidjo,
who also banned public references to the
UPC and to Um Nyobe.

The violence “passed unnoticed, wiped
from memories,” according to Thomas
Deltombe, Manuel Domergue and Jacob
Tatsitsa, authors of “La guerre du Cameroun”
(“Cameroon’s War”), published in 2016. They
estimate that between 1955 and 1964, tens of
thousands of people, including civilians as
well as UPC members, were killed.

In Ekite, a wreath of flowers lies on the soil
of a scrubland field at the end of a dirt track.

“The Nation will remember your sacrifice,”
says a memorial notice.

“This is one of the mass graves where the
nationalists were buried,” said Jean-Louis
Kell, a UPC militant.  A second ditch was
apparent a dozen metres (yards) away, and “a
third was discovered not long ago,” said
Benoit Bassemel. He was seven during the
French massacre and has tears in his eyes
when he tells how his father was murdered.

UPC nationalists believe that the inde-
pendence granted on January 1, 1960 was not
what they fought for. They view the country’s
two post-independence presidents, Ahidjo
and Paul Biya, who has been in office since
1982, as working hand-in-hand with France.

“We wanted to be free like the other coun-
tries. We no longer wanted white people to
subjugate us,” said 80-year-old Mathieu
Njassep, in his tiny family apartment in Petit
Paris, a poor district of Douala, the economic
capital. In 1960, aged 21, Njassep joined the
Cameroon National Liberation Army
(ALNK), the UPC’s armed wing. — AFP

Sexist slurs 
mar Taiwan 
presidential 
elections 
TAIPEI: Taiwan has forged a reputa-
tion as Asia’s most progressive democ-
racy and it boasts a higher proportion of
women in parliament than anywhere else
in the region-yet misogynistic insults
have littered its presidential race.

The campaign for the January 11 polls
has exposed an undercurrent where
female politicians face a gauntlet of per-
sonal abuse and jibes that their male
counterparts rarely suffer.

The island’s most prominent female
politician is President Tsai Ing-wen, 63,
who is seeking a second term. She has
once again faced insults based on her
gender, much of it focused on the fact
she is not married and does not have
children.

Wu Den-yih, chairman of the opposi-
tion Kuomintang party, earlier this
month used a Taiwanese slang term to
dub Tsai “an unlucky woman” who had
brought misfortune to her people.

And her presidential opponent Han
Kuo-yu, 62, invoked two characters
from an ancient Chinese erotic novel
to describe Tsai’s rivalry with her run-
ning mate. Han’s running mate Chang
San-cheng also said Tsai could not
understand the hearts of  parents
because she was “a woman who has
never given birth”.

In a Facebook post, Tsai hit out at the
campaign rhetoric.  “I find such a politi-
cal culture unacceptable and we will not
accept any personal attacks against
women using such language,” she wrote.

Wu later apologized, saying he
respected women and meant to criticize
Tsai’s job performance.

‘Sows and vases’ 
Taiwan’s election will be closely

watched because much of the campaign
has centred on relations with authoritar-
ian China which has ramped up pressure
since Tsai’s 2016 election. Tsai, a law
professor and trade negotiator before
she became a politician, is one of the
few female leaders in Asia not to have
hailed from a powerful political dynasty.

She is loathed by Beijing because her
party refuses to accept the idea that
Taiwan is part of the so-called One-
China policy which denies the island’s
independence.

Han, the outspoken mayor of
Kaohsiung city, favors much warmer
relations with China.

But it is not just Tsai on the receiving
end of gender-based jibes. Chen Chu, a
senior figure from Tsai’s Democratic
Progressive Party who was a political
prisoner for six years when Taiwan was
a dictatorship, has often been singled
out for her appearance.

The KMT’s Wu described her as “fat-
ty” and “a big sow” while Taipei’s mayor
Ko Wen-je, head of the new Taiwan
People’s Party, described her as “a fatter
Han Kuo-yu”.

During a failed attempt to win the
KMT’s nomination, Taiwan’s wealthiest
man and Foxconn founder Terry Gou
dismissed his wife’s initial opposition to
his bid by saying “the harem should not
meddle in politics”. He later apologized
for his remarks.

The DPP are not free of accusations
either. A spokeswoman for KMT candi-
date Han complained that she was called
“a vase” by Tsai’s staff-a derogatory
term used to describe a pretty woman
that lacks substance.

Progressive island 
On paper Taiwan has impressive cre-

dentials on progress towards gender
equality in politics. The 2016 election
that swept Tsai to power also returned a
legislature where 38 percent of the seats
were held by women, by far the highest
proportion in Asia. 

The next highest proportion is the
Philippines with 29 percent while South
Korea and Japan have 17 and 10 percent,
respectively, according to a database
compiled by the Inter-Parliamentary
Union as of January 2019. Taiwan’s pro-
gressive image got a further boost when
it became the first in Asia to legalize
same-sex marriages in May. But com-
mentators say sexism and traditional
views of gender still dominate-and
flourish during elections.

“Taiwan has made progress in gender
equality but conservative forces are still
strong,” Tseng Chao-yuan, from the
women’s rights group Awakening
Foundation, told AFP. “It’s disgusting that
gender discriminatory comments keep
recurring,” she said, urging female politi-
cians to stand up to the old-boy net-
works that dominate their parties. — AFP 

Separatists to
swap prisoners
with Kiev today
MOSCOW: Ukrainian authorities and
pro-Russian separatists in the east of
the country have agreed to swap several
dozen prisoners today, the self-declared
rebel republic of Donetsk said.

“Kiev and the Donbass (a term used
to refer to rebel-held eastern Ukraine)
have reached an accord on an exchange
of prisoners... this Sunday December
29,” Donetsk government spokeswoman
Daria Morozova said in a statement.
There was no immediate confirmation

from Kiev, but both sides said earlier this
month they would carry out a prisoner
exchange by the end of the year, follow-
ing high-profile peace talks in Paris.

The swap would come three months
after Ukraine carried out a long-awaited
exchange with Russia of 35 prisoners
each. More than 13,000 people have
been killed and one million have fled
their homes since pro-Russia militias in
eastern Ukraine launched a bid for inde-
pendence in 2014 — kicking off a con-
flict that deepened Russia’s estrange-
ment from the West.

At the Paris summit on December 23,
the leaders of France, Germany, Russia
and Ukraine agreed to implement a full
ceasefire and proceed with a new with-
drawal of forces from conflict zones by
March 2020. —AFP 

EKITE: Jean-Louis Kell, a UPC (The Union of the Peoples of Cameroon) militant, stands by one
of the mass graves where the nationalists were buried, in Ekite. Parts of Cameroon were
scarred by conflict before independence 60 years ago, but a “dirty war” waged by French
colonial troops never made headlines and goes untold in school history books. —AFP


