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Bergeron, Halak lift Boston 
Bruins over Buffalo Sabres

25

Ducks make most of power play, edge Golden Knights
BOSTON: Patrice Bergeron recorded his third straight
two-goal game, and Jaroslav Halak made 26 saves for his
third shutout of the season, as the Boston Bruins ended the
Buffalo Sabres’ five-game home winning streak with a 3-0
win on Friday night. Brandon Carlo added an empty-net
goal, Brad Marchand had three assists and David Pastrnak
recorded two helpers for the Atlantic Division-leading
Bruins, who are 3-0-3 over the past six games. Bergeron’s
16th and 17th goals helped Boston to a fourth consecutive
victory over the Sabres, and his team improved to 10-1-1
over its past 12 visits to Buffalo. It’s the first time in
Bergeron’s career that he’s scored at least two goals in
three consecutive contests. Pastrnak, meanwhile, has eight
assists over the last five, while Marchand has posted 14
assists during his nine-game point streak on the road.

BLACKHAWKS 5, ISLANDERS 2
Dennis Gilbert scored his first NHL goal, and Chicago

pulled away for a win over visiting New York. Dominik
Kubalik, Alex DeBrincat, Jonathan Toews and Matthew
Highmore also scored for Chicago, which bounced back
from a 7-1 defeat against the New Jersey Devils in its pre-
vious home game. Dylan Strome and Duncan Keith had
two assists apiece. Ross Johnston and Casey Cizikas
scored for the Islanders, who are winless in their past
three contests.

BLUES 5, JETS 4 (OT)
David Perron converted an overtime breakaway to lift

visiting St. Louis past Winnipeg. Tyler Bozak scored twice,
and the Blues won their seventh consecutive game. Justin
Faulk and Alex Pietrangelo also scored, Jaden Schwartz
earned three assists, and Jordan Binnington stopped 25
shots for St. Louis. Kyle Connor scored twice for the Jets,
who lost for the fifth time in seven games. Blake Wheeler
and Gabriel Bourque also scored, and Connor Hellebuyck
made 30 saves.

CAPITALS 2, BLUE JACKETS 1 (OT)
T.J. Oshie scored a power-play goal 3:13 into overtime

to lead Washington to a comeback win over visiting
Columbus. Goalie Joonas Korpisalo made the initial save
on Nicklas Backstrom’s shot, but Oshie — camped on the
far post — potted the rebound for the winner. Carl Hagelin
contributed his first goal of the season, and Washington
beat Columbus for the first time in three meetings this
month. Rookie Jakob Lilja tallied his first NHL goal, and
rookie Ryan MacInnis collected his first career point for
the Blue Jackets, who lost for the first time in six games but
stretched their point streak to nine games (6-0-3).

MAPLE LEAFS 5, DEVILS 4 (OT)
William Nylander was credited with the winning goal

2:38 into overtime for Toronto, which prevailed in
Newark, N.J., for its sixth consecutive victory. The decid-
ing goal was an own goal for the Devils. Nylander’s shot
into the crease bounced away from goalie Mackenzie
Blackwood, but New Jersey defenseman Damon
Severson didn’t realize how close he was to the net, and
his attempt at a backhanded pass into the boards instead
trickled past Blackwood. Zack Hyman, Ilya Mikheyev,
Kasperi Kapanen and John Tavares also scored for the
Maple Leafs. Goalie Michael Hutchinson made 24 saves.
Nico Hischier, Nikita Gusev, Kyle Palmieri and Jesper
Bratt scored for the Devils, who have lost three of four
(1-2-1). Blackwood recorded 32 saves.

KINGS 3, SHARKS 2 (OT)
Jeff Carter scored 91 seconds into overtime to cap a

three-point game as Los Angeles erased a two-goal,
third-period deficit to defeat host San Jose. The Sharks
have lost four straight, and they have just one win in their
past 11 games (1-8-2). Goaltender Jack Campbell made 22
saves for the Kings, who trailed 2-0 until Martin Frk, just
promoted from the AHL on Thursday, scored twice in the
third period. Erik Karlsson and Joe Thornton scored sec-
ond-period goals to give the Sharks the lead. Thornton’s
assist on Karlsson’s goal was the 1,078th of his career,
leaving him one shy of Adam Oates for seventh on the
NHL’s all-time list.

DUCKS 4, GOLDEN KNIGHTS 3
Ryan Getzlaf took a stick to the face in the second peri-

od, and the ensuing double-minor penalty helped power
Anaheim past visiting Vegas. Adam Henrique scored on an
immediate two-man advantage, Cam Fowler added anoth-
er power-play goal, and Max Comtois soon found the net
as the Ducks scored three times in a span of 97 seconds.
Devin Shore scored an insurance goal midway through the
third period, and goalie John Gibson made 26 saves as the
Ducks returned from a rough East Coast road trip, where
they went 1-3-0, to earn the victory in their first home
game in almost two weeks. Nate Schmidt scored two
goals, Jonathan Marchessault added a goal, and Malcolm
Subban made 14 saves for the Golden Knights, who fell for
the third time in their past four contests (0-2-1).

RANGERS 5, HURRICANES 3
Mika Zibanejad scored two power-play goals, and host

New York scored three times in the second period while
beating Carolina for the third time in three meetings this
season. Zibanejad added an assist, and Chris Kreider had a
goal and also assisted on Zibanejad’s first goal. Artemi
Panarin scored his team-leading 21st goal for the Rangers
and added two assists. Ryan Strome recorded an insurance
goal, and Henrik Lundqvist made 39 saves. Lucas

Wallmark scored in the first period, Brett Pesce tallied late
in the second, and Sebastian Aho scored early in the third
for the Hurricanes. Carolina lost its third straight game fol-
lowing a seven-game points streak (6-0-1). James Reimer
finished with 19 saves.

PENGUINS 5, PREDATORS 2
Five players scored for visiting Pittsburgh, which

roared out of the NHL’s holiday break with a big victory
over Nashville. Juuso Riikola had a goal and an assist, and
Dominik Simon, Alex Galchenyuk, Teddy Blueger and
Bryan Rust also scored. Penguins goaltender Tristan Jarry
made 30 saves to win his fifth straight start and earn his
11th victory in his past 13 outing. Pittsburgh won its sec-
ond in a row and eighth in 10 games. Craig Smith and
Viktor Arvidsson scored for the Predators, who had won
two straight. Pekka Rinna allowed three goals on six shots
before being replaced by Jusse Saros, who made 17 saves.

WILD 6, AVALANCHE 4
Victor Rask scored the go-ahead goal midway

through the third period, Mats Zuccarello and Ryan
Suter also scored in the third, and Minnesota beat

Colorado in Denver. Carson Soucy, Eric Staal and Brad
Hunt also had goals, Zach Parise and Kevin Fiala each
had two assists, and Devan Dubnyk stopped 40 shots for
the Wild. Matt Calvert had two goals, Nathan
MacKinnon and Gabriel Landeskog also scored, and
Pierre-Edouard Bellemare had two assists for the
Avalanche. Pavel Francouz made 27 saves.

FLAMES 5, OILERS 1
Andrew Mangiapane scored 11 seconds into the

game and produced the first two-assist contest of his
career, leading Calgary to a win over host Edmonton in
the first of five meetings between the Alberta rivals this
season. Matthew Tkachuk, Sean Monahan, El ias
Lindholm and Mikael Backlund also scored for Calgary,
and Lindholm registered an assist. TJ Brodie notched
two assists, and Flames goalie David Rittich stopped 28
shots. Connor McDavid had the lone goal for the Oilers,
who lost for the fourth time in five games. Mikko
Koskinen was pulled after allowing four goals on 24
shots. Mike Smith, who played two years in Calgary
before moving to Edmonton in the offseason, saved six
of the seven shots he faced. —Reuters

CHICAGO:  Patrick Kane #88 of the Chicago Blackhawks controls the puck in front of Mathew Barzal #13 of the New
York Islanders at the United Center in Chicago, Illinois. The Blackhawks defeated the Islanders 5-2.  — AFP

CAPE TOWN: South African cyclist Nicholas Dlamini suf-
fered a broken arm in a confrontation with park rangers on
Table Mountain on Friday over whether he had dodged pay-
ing his entry fee.

His team, NTT, blamed South African National Park
(SANParks) staff. “Nicolas Dlamini sustained a broken arm
after being stopped by SANParks officials in the Silvermine
section of Table Mountain National Park on Friday,” NTT
said in a statement. “There can be no justification for the level
of violence meted out to him.” The park authorities respond-
ed that a cyclist had suffered a broken arm but said that the
rider had entered the park without paying. 

When he was stopped by rangers and asked to show a
ticket or permit “the situation spiralled causing the suspect to
injure himself during the ordeal”. Photos and videos posted
on social media show a ranger pushing Dlamini against a
SANParks vehicle while twisting the cyclist’s arm, behind his
back. In the evening, South Africa’s Environment Minister
Barbara Creecy tweeted that she had visited the bedside of
the hospitalised athlete “and heard first hand his horrible
experience.”  “I have instructed @SANParks to suspend all
official involved and implement an independent investiga-
tion,” she wrote. Dlamini, a 24 year-old, who is from Cape
Town, rode for NTT in the Vuelta this year. NTT called the
injury “a major setback” for the South African who  planned
to ride in the Tokyo Olympics next year. — AFP
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Comanche claims 
Sydney-Hobart 
yacht race win
SYDNEY: Race favourite Comanche snatched victory in
the gruelling Sydney-Hobart yacht race Saturday, edging
InfoTrack in tricky conditions after a race that saw an
ever-changing leaderboard.

The maxi’s crew cheered and shook hands as they
crossed the finish line at Hobart’s Constitution Dock in 1
day, 18 hours, 30 minutes and 24 seconds. More than 150
yachts sailed from Sydney into open ocean for the 75th
edition of the annual race down Australia’s east coast.

Comanche had led after a slow start in Sydney, but the
French-designed and US-built yacht pulled wide of the
pack early in the race. That offered Hong Kong yacht
Scallywag the lead temporarily, but Comanche’s  proved to
be a wise decision as the field struggled in soft wind.

Comanche struggled for speed on the final stretch and
its  lead over InfoTrack narrowed to seven nautical miles
toward the finish line. That meant Comanche did not come
close to its winning 2017 record of 1 day 9 hours 15 min-
utes 24 seconds over the 628-nautical-mile course. The
yacht was also the 2018 runner up.

After weeks shrouded in bushfire smoke haze that
forced the cancellation of the Big Boat Challenge, an event
that foreshadows the Sydney-Hobart, the race began
under clear blue summer skies Thursday. — AFP

By Abdellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s shooter Hamad Abdallah Al-
Namshan won silver medal and second place of the
10m air pistol competition within the Arab Air Gun
Championship being held at Al-Zaid Club shooting
ranges in Sharqa, UAE after very strong competition
with Saudi Arabia’s Attallah Al-Enezi, who won the gold
medal, while his country man Mohammad Al-Aameri
won bronze.

Meanwhile the team of Hamad Al-Namshan, Ali Al-
Mutairi and Saad Al-Ajmi won the silver medal, as the
Saudi team won gold and Oman won bronze.

This brings the total number of medals won by
Kuwait to five during their participation in the champi-
onship, as Mariam Irzouqi won the women’s silver in the
10m air rifle competition while Bahrain’s Sarah Al-
Dousari won gold and Egypt’s Shaimaa Hashad won
bronze.

The mixed team silver went to Kuwait’s Mariam
Irzouqi and Khalid Al-Fadhly while gold to Oman and
the bronze went to Egypt. 

The 10m air rifle team of Mariam Irzouqi, Hussa Al-
Zayed and Munira Al-Anjari won the bronze medal
behind Bahrain and Egypt.

Secretary General of Arab and Kuwait Shooting
Federations Obaid Munahi Al-Osaimi commended the
good results made during the Arab Championship, and
that shows the development of Arab shooters, and
pointed to the importance of Arab competition to

improve their capabilities. Al-Osaimi dedicated this
achievement to HH the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, who has been supporting the
shooting sport for a long time, making shooters deter-
mined to make achievements in the name of Kuwait, he
also dedicated it to HH the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, government and people
for their continued support.

Kuwait wins five 
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MUMBAI: India’s MC Mary Kom sealed her spot for
next year’s Olympic qualifiers yesterday with a split
decision win over fellow flyweight Nikhat Zareen, who
had publicly demanded a trial against the six-times
world champion in the race for Tokyo.

The 36-year-old Kom, an Olympic bronze medallist
from London 2012, won 9-1 and was selected in the
51kg category in the Indian team for the Feb. 3-14 qual-
ifying competition in Wuhan, China by the Boxing
Federation of India (BFI).

The pint-sized puncher was earlier awarded an
automatic spot but the 23-year-old Zareen criticised
that decision and said Kom should have to go through
trials. Zareen also wrote to sports minister Kiren Rijiju
demanding his intervention.

Kom had said she would follow the instructions from
BFI, which later decided to hold the trials with the row
dividing opinion in the country where Kom is hailed as
‘Magnificent Mary’ for her achievements.

The face of the campaign to get women’s boxing
into the Olympics in London, Kom won a record sixth
gold medal at the World Amateur Boxing
Championships last year.

The most recent gold came after a gap of eight years

for the trailblazing mother of three, who has also won
gold medals at the Asian Games and Commonwealth
Games and won her first world championship medal
(silver) in 2001.  — Reuters

LOS ANGELES: The February 22 rematch between World
Boxing Council heavyweight world titleholder Deontay
Wilder and Tyson Fury will take place at the MGM Grand
in Las Vegas, promoters announced on Friday.

Top Rank and Premier Boxing Champions said tickets
for the highly anticipated bout would go on sale on
Saturday, now that the venue has been confirmed. “I’m
happy and I’m excited that the rematch is finally happen-
ing,” said Wilder, who will make his 11th title defense.

The American is coming off a seventh-round knockout
of Luis Ortiz on November 23 in Las Vegas, a victory that
saw him improve to 43-0.

“I want to give the fans what they want to see. I’ve been
doing it with my last three outings — Fury, (Dominic)
Breazeale and Ortiz,” he said.

“They’ve been spectacular events — from my ring
walks, where I gather all the energy of the people, to my
uniforms that I wear to help spread that energy. Then I
give them what they all come for — the knockouts, and my
knockouts have been amazing.”

Wilder and Fury fought to a split decision draw last
December in Los Angeles. Former world champion Fury
was leading on the scorecards before he was knocked
down by the American in the 12th round.

The big Briton beat the count, but a second knockdown
helped cost him a victory. “I proved myself the first time
and I’m ready to do it again,” Wilder said. “It was a very
controversial fight. I promise my fans that there won’t be
any controversy with this one. I’m going to finish it.”—AFP
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