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SCOREBOARD

Australia 1st innings 467 (T. Head 114, S. Smith 85, T. Paine 79, M.
Labuschagne 63; Wagner 4-38, Southee 3-103)
New Zealand 1st innings (overnight 44-2)
T. Latham c Paine b Cummins 50
T. Blundell c Paine b Cummins 15
K. Williamson c Paine b Pattinson 9
R. Taylor c Burns b Cummins 4
H. Nicholls lbw Cummins 0 
BJ. Watling c Burns b Pattinson 7
C. de Grandhomme c Warner b Starc 11
M. Santner c Paine b Pattinson 3
T. Southee c Paine b Cummins 10 
N. Wagner not out 18
T. Boult b Starc 8 
Extras (lb4, b4, w2, nb3) 13
Total (all out; 54.5 overs) 148      
Fall of wickets: 1-23 (Blundell), 2-39 (Williamson), 3-46 (Taylor), 4-46
(Nicholls), 5-58 (Watling), 6-97 de Grandhomme, 7-112 (Latham), 8-116
(Santner), 9-124 (Southee), 10-148 (Boult) 
Bowling: Starc 12.5-4-30-2, Cummins 17-5-28-5, Pattinson 15-2-34-3,
Lyon 9-1-35-0, Wade 1-0-13-0

Australia 2nd innings
D. Warner c Blundell b Wagner 38 
J. Burns c Watling b Santner 35 
M. Labuschagne run out (Santner) 19
S. Smith c Southee b Wagner 7
M. Wade not out 15
T. Head not out 12
Extras (lb4, b4, w2, nb1) 11 
Total (four wickets; 45 overs) 137  
Still to bat: Tim Paine, Pat Cummins, Mitchell Starc, Nathan Lyon, James
Pattinson
Fall of wickets: 1-62 (Warner), 2-100 (Labuschagne), 3-110 (Burns), 4-
110 (Smith) 
Bowling: Boult 9-0-30-0, Southee 10-3-24-0, de Grandhomme 5-0-14-
0, Wagner 13-1-39-2, Santner 8-0-22-1.

Scoreboard at close of play on day three of the second Test between
Australia and New Zeland at the Melbourne Cricket Ground on
Saturday:

Australia sniff series victory over 
N Zealand at Boxing Day Test

MELBOURNE: Australia marched toward a dominant
series victory over New Zealand yesterday after dis-
missing the visitors cheaply and building a mammoth
456-run lead on day three of the Boxing Day Test.

Leading 1-0 after thrashing the Black Caps in the
Perth opener, Tim Paine’s Australia pushed to 137 for
four in their second innings at stumps after routing the
tourists for 148 in a firestorm of pace bowling at the
Melbourne Cricket Ground (MCG).

Replying to Australia’s first innings 467, New
Zealand were bowled out 120 runs short of forcing the
hosts to bat again, but Paine sent his batsmen back out
to pile on the agony. At the close, Matthew Wade was
15 not out, with Travis Head, the first innings centurion,
on 12.

The equation is bleak for Kane Williamson’s men,
who had hoped for a result in Melbourne to keep the
series alive to the third and final match in Sydney next
week. No team has ever scored more than 417 runs in a
fourth innings at the MCG, and none has ever chased
down more than 332 to win at the venue.

Dominated by Australia’s batsmen in the opening
two days, New Zealand crumbled in the face of formi-
dable fast bowling. Pat Cummins was chief tormentor,
underlining his claim as the format’s premier exponent
with a blistering display of pace and precision.

He led Australia’s bowling with 5-28 to continue a
brilliant year. “I’ve had a pretty good run lately so I
can’t see it getting too much better than what the last
year’s been but hopefully I can maintain it at that level,”
26-year-old Cummins, the year’s leading wicket-taker,
told reporters.

He was scarcely better than team mate James
Pattinson, the fiery 29-year-old quick claiming 3-34 in
his return to the side as replacement for the injured
Josh Hazlewood. Only opener Tom Latham scored more
than 20 runs for New Zealand, but after raising a tough
half-century, he promptly gave up his wicket for 50,
one of Cummins’ four caught-behind victims.

Thousands of New Zealanders had flown across “the
ditch” to watch their team’s first appearance at the
MCG in 32 years, many with hope of a better show than
the 296-run capitulation in Perth.

Instead, they have seen another disaster unfold in
the wake of Williamson’s decision to send Australia in to
bat after winning the toss. Adding to the gloom, their
pace spearhead Trent Boult suffered a fracture in his
hand when struck by a Mitchell Starc ball while batting
after lunch.

Having missed Perth with a rib injury, Boult will head
home after Melbourne and miss the Sydney Test. “It’s

obviously gutting news for Trent and also for our group
to have someone like that ruled out with his injuries,”
said Latham.

In a rare highlight for New Zealand, seamer Neil
Wagner captured his 200th test wicket when he dis-
missed Steve Smith for seven, the fourth time he has
scalped the master batsman in the series. But Head and
Wade stood firm in the final overs to ensure Australia
will return on day four with victory all but assured.

“Fair play to Australia the way they bowled,” said
Latham. “They were relentless and didn’t really let us
have anything, unfortunately.” — Reuters

Cummins routs New Zealand with five-wicket haul

MELBOURNE: New Zealand batsman Neil Wagner (L) beats home a through from the Australian fieldsman on the
third day of the second cricket Test match at the MCG in Melbourne yesterday. — AFP

CENTURION: Rory Burns and Dom Sibley raised English
hopes with a solid opening partnership after England were
set a challenging 376 to win on the third day of the first
Test against South Africa at SuperSport Park yesterday.

England were 121 for one wicket at the close of play,
needing another 255 runs to win. The left-handed Burns
and right-handed Sibley put on 92 for the first wicket
before Sibley pushed back a return catch to left-arm spin-
ner Keshav Maharaj after making a patient 29.

Burns made 77 not out and saw out the day with first
innings top-scorer Joe Denly, who was on 10.

It was an impressive innings by Burns, who made his
runs off 117 balls and hit 11 fours. He was particularly
strong on the leg side. Burns was given out leg before
wicket to Kagiso Rabada with his score on six in the first
over but survived on review. On 20, he was dropped by
Rassie van der Dussen at first slip off Vernon Philander.

Both Van der Dussen and Philander played prominent
roles with the bat earlier as South Africa’s last six wickets
added 200 runs.

New cap Van der Dussen (51) and nightwatchman
Anrich Nortje (40) shared a fifth wicket partnership of 91,
the best of the match before the Burns-Sibley stand.

Van der Dussen and Nortje were not parted until half
an hour before lunch as England endured a frustrating
morning, including two extended periods when captain Joe
Root was off the field because of illness. Wicketkeeper Jos
Buttler did not appear at all, with Jonny Bairstow taking
the gloves. Van der Dussen and Nortje fell in successive
overs to Jofra Archer, who claimed the third five-wicket
haul of his short Test career, taking five for 102.

But Archer was expensive and one of the main offend-
ers as England persisted with short-pitched bowling for
most of the morning on a pitch where a fuller length had
challenged batsmen. The runs continued to flow after Van
der Dussen and Nortje were dismissed. Quinton de Kock
hit 34 and Philander 46. Three of De Kock’s first four scor-
ing shots were sixes, hooked off Archer despite fielders
being placed on the boundary at long leg and fine leg.

Philander ensured that South Africa took their lead
comfortably beyond the 300 that Philander said on Friday
night he considered “probably a safe zone”.

On a cool, overcast day the pitch did not appear to be

as difficult for batsmen as on the first two days when 24
wickets fell for 537 runs and by the close, South Africa had
reason to be relieved that they had set their opponents a
higher target than expected.

England batsman Joe Denly said on Friday that there
were no demons in the pitch and that the key was to see
off the new ball. Burns and Sibley did exactly that, seeing

off the threat of Rabada and Philander, although Rabada
surprisingly only bowled three overs in his first spell
before making way for Nortje.

Sibley looked less comfortable against the spin of
Maharaj than against the faster bowlers. He was tied down
by the spinner before trying to punch a shorter ball off the
back foot and hitting back a simp. — AFP

LONDON: Ben Stokes and several of his England Cricket
World Cup-winning team-mates were recognised in
Britain’s New Year Honours list announced on Friday, as
two West Indies greats, Clive Lloyd and Gordon
Greenidge, received knighthoods.

All-rounder Stokes was made an OBE (Officer of the
Order of the British Empire) after scoring an unbeaten 84
as England’s men won the World Cup for the first time by
edging out New Zealand in a dramatic final at Lord’s in
July before his brilliant 135 not out secured a stunning
one-wicket victory in the third Ashes Test against
Australia at Headingley six weeks later.  

For Stokes, playing in the ongoing first Test against
South Africa at Centurion having recently been voted the
BBC’s Sports Personality of the Year, it was all a far cry
from the career-threatening situation he faced before he
was acquitted on a charge of affray in August 2018 after
an early hours incident outside a Bristol nightclub the pre-
vious September.

Meanwhile Eoin Morgan, who captained England to
World Cup glory, was named a CBE (Commander of the
Order of the British Empire), one rank below a knighthood.
Wicketkeeper Jos Buttler and England’s top run-scorer in
the tournament and Test skipper Joe Root were both
awarded MBEs (Members of the Order of the British
Empire), the level beneath an OBE.

Australian Trevor Bayliss, England’s World Cup-win-
ning coach, received an OBE while Colin Graves, the
England and Wales Cricket Board chairman, was made a
CBE. Morgan said: “I’m very proud to have been award-
ed a CBE. Winning the World Cup has been a dream
come true and the honours and awards that have come
since that day at Lord’s really mean a lot to everyone
connected with the team.”

Lloyd, the forerunner of today’s modern power batsmen
and brilliant fielders, hit a superb century as the West
Indies beat Australia in the inaugural 1975 World Cup final
at Lord’s. As captain, the Guyanese also played a key role
in transforming the West Indies into the dominant side in
Test cricket during the 1970s and 1980s.

Lloyd starred for Lancashire as well and  the 75-year-
old remained based in Manchester, home to the county’s
Old Trafford ground, long after he became a cricket official
when his playing days had ended.  

His knighthood means Lloyd will be officially known as
‘Sir Clive’. Opening batsman Greenidge, a key figure in
Lloyd’s all-conquering team, has been knighted on the
recommendation of the government of his native Barbados,
with certain Caribbean nations conferring their own hon-
ours. Greenidge spent part of his childhood in England
against whom he gave many of his best Test performances,
including two hundreds at Old Trafford in 1976 and a
match-winning unbeaten double century at Lord’s in 1984.

He was also a Hampshire stalwart and helped the
southern side win English cricket’s first-class County
Championship in 1973. Lloyd and Greenidge often found
themselves playing against England’s Alan Knott, one of
the best wicketkeepers cricket has known, who received
a MBE some four decades after he played the last of his
95 Tests.

Women’s sport was well represented in the latest honours
list, which seeks to acknowledge outstanding individuals in a
wide range of fields from Britain and its former colonies that
now form part of the Commonwealth. Catriona Matthew the
captain of the victorious European women’s Solheim Cup
golf team and  two-time Olympic taekwondo champion Jade
Jones each received the OBE. So too did jump horseracing
trainers Paul Nicholls and Nicky Henderson. Nicholls has
won 11 British jumps titles, with Henderson the champion
trainer on five occasions. — AFP

Burns, Sibley 
raise England 
hopes against SA

LIENZ: Mikaela Shiffrin claimed a 63rd alpine skiing
World Cup win yesterday with a convincing victory in the
giant slalom at Lienz, where she finished over a second
ahead of her rivals. Bouncing back from a 17th place slump
in Courchevel last week the defending overall champion
sped nervily down the icy Schlossberg slope in Austria’s
East Tyrol to post the fastest time on both runs.

The 24-year-old American was a comfortable 1.36sec
ahead of Italy’s Marta Bassino after the two runs with
Austria’s home hope Katharina Liensberger in third. On
the podium Shiffrin punched the air and kissed her skis
before the runners up hoisted her arms in the air in a jubi-
lant atmosphere in downtown Lienz.

“It’s pretty hard to believe this right now, I know that
sounds strange but it is,” a joyous Shiffrin told Eurosport.
“It sounds a little bit stupid to say that the last week was a
tough time because I’ve still had already an amazing sea-
son ... it’s stupid really, but I care and it was tough.

“It was amazing to ski today, really excited. I’m excit-

ed!” Shiffrin extends her lead at the top of the overall
World Cup standings to 215 points ahead of Italian
Federica Brignone, who sits top of the giant slalom stand-
ings despite finishing fourth yesterday.

The win for Shiffrin, who has taken the last three overall
titles, moves her one ahead of retired Austrian Annemarie
Moser-Proell for individual women’s World Cup victories.
She is closing in on men’s skiing legend Marcel Hirscher’s
total of 67 but still has some way to go to catch compatri-
ot Lindsey Vonn, who racked up 82 wins before hanging
up her skis at the end of last season.

Meanwhile, Italy’s Dominik Paris survived a late scare
from unheralded Swiss Urs Kryenbuehl on Saturday to
snatch a fourth straight men’s World Cup downhill win on
his home piste in Bormio, his second in 24 hours.

The 30-year-old battled the aches from his exertions of
the previous day to lead the way in 1min 55.37sec and
maintain his domination of the icy ‘Stelvio’, despite
Kryenbuehl’s late push which saw the Swiss finish just
0.08sec behind to take his first podium finish.

Defending World Cup downhill champion Beat Feuz of
Switzerland had to settle for third, 0.26sec off the pace, for
his fourth podium in as many races this season. “It wasn’t
easy after yesterday to do another perfect run,” said Paris,
who moves top of the overall World Cup and downhill
standings after his back-to-back wins.

“I was the lucky one with the wind, it was changing a
bit. “But conditions were perfect, better than yesterday, a

little bit icier and harder.” Both Paris and Feuz had looked
set to go 1-2 for the second consecutive day after Friday’s
downhill which replaced Val Gardena in the Italian
Dolomites. But Kryenbuehl, wearing the bib 25, blitzed
down late in sunny conditions in the Italian Alps to move
between the top two. The 25-year-old Swiss had achieved
the best result of his career on Friday when he finished
13th. “It’s an incredible day for me,” said Kryenbuehl. “It’s
amazing to share the podium with two such great skiers
who manage to be consistent race after race.”— AFP

CENTURION: England’s Rory Burns (L) plays a shot delivered by South Africa’s Dwaine Pretorius (R) during the
third day of the first Test cricket match between South Africa and England at The SuperSport Park stadium at
Centurion near Pretoria yesterday. — AFP

SCOREBOARD

South Africa, first innings, 284
England, first innings, 181
South Africa, second innings
(overnight 72-4)
A. Markram lbw b Anderson 2
D.Elgar c Buttler b Archer 22
Z. Hamza c Buttler b Broad 4
F. du Plessis c Curran b Archer 20
H. van der Dussen lbw b Archer 51
A. Nortje c sub (Crawley) b Archer 40
Q. de Kock c Bairstow b Stokes 34
D. Pretorius c Sibley b Stokes 7
V. Philander c Bairstow b Curran 46
K. Maharaj c Curran b Archer 11
K. Rabada not out 16
Extras (b5, lb3, nb2, w9) 19

Total (61.4 overs) 272
Fall of wickets: 1-2 (Markram), 2-25 (Hamza), 3-29 (Elgar), 4-62 (Du
Plessis), 5-153 (Van der Dussen), 6-170 (Nortje), 7-177 (Pretorius), 8-
220 (De Kock), 9-150 (Maharaj)
Bowling: Anderson 13-1-47-1, Broad 11-2-42-1 (2w), Archer 17-1-102-5
(1nb, 2w), Curran 12.4-3-51-1 (1w), Stokes 8-1-22-2 (1nb)

England, second innings
R. Burns not out 77
D. Sibley c and b Maharaj 29
J. Denly not out 10
Extras (b4, lb1) 5
Total (1 wkt, 41 overs) 121
Fall of wickets: 1-92 (Sibley)
Bowling: Rabada 9-0-48-0, Philander 10-2-20-0, Nortje 6-1-20-0,
Pretorius 6-1-12-0, Maharaj 10-3-16-1.

Scores at close of play on the third day of the first Test between South Africa and England at SuperSport Park yesterday.
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