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Bucks hand Hawks their ninth
straight loss without Giannis 

ATLANTA: Khris Middleton and Brook Lopez com-
bined for 42 points, and the visiting Milwaukee Bucks
defeated Atlanta 112-86 on Friday, handing the Hawks
their ninth straight loss. The Bucks did not miss league
MVP Giannis Antetokounmpo, who did not play
because of back soreness. Veteran Ersan Ilyasova got
the start in his place and equaled his season high with
18 points and grabbed a season-best 17 rebounds.
Middleton scored 23 and Lopez matched his season
high with 19 points. Atlanta’s Allen Crabbe came off the
bench to make four 3-pointers and score a season-high
20 points. The Hawks lost leading scorer Trae Young
with a sprained right ankle late in the first half. He had
12 points when he got injured after stepping on another
player’s foot, and he was immediately helped to the
locker room.

MIAMI HEAT 113 - INDIANA PACERS 112
Jimmy Butler scored a game-high 20 points, and

Goran Dragic hit the go-ahead shot as host Miami
defeated Indiana. There were 20 lead changes in a game
that was tight throughout. Miami is now 14-1 at home
this season and has won four consecutive games overall.
Indiana, which went 3-0 against the Heat last season,
was led by Aaron Holiday, who had 17 points and nine
assists. The Heat had a 56-34 rebounding edge in the
game, including 14-2 on the offensive glass. Neither
team had a double-digit lead at any time in the game.

ORLANDO MAGIC 98 - PHILADELPHIA 76ERS 97
Evan Fournier scored 20 points, and Aaron Gordon

added 19 points and 11 rebounds as host Orlando held
on against Philadelphia. Terrence Ross chipped in 17
points off the bench, and Nikola Vucevic collected 16
points, 12 boards and seven assists for the Magic, who
improved to 10-6 at home after defeating Philadelphia
for the second time this season. Tobias Harris and Joel

Embiid each recorded 24 points and 11 rebounds for
Philadelphia, which nearly overcame an 11-point deficit
in the fourth quarter and saw its three-game winning
streak end.

OKLAHOMA CITY THUNDER 
104 - CHARLOTTE HORNETS 102 (OT)

Shai Gilgeous-Alexander scored 27 points and
Dennis Schroder added 24 as visiting Oklahoma City
won in overtime, aided by Charlotte’s missed free
throws. The Hornets had a chance to tie the game with
1.9 seconds to play in the extra session, but rookie for-
ward P.J. Washington missed on a pair of foul shots.
Chris Paul, who made a couple of key baskets down the
stretch of regulation while playing in his home state,
finished with 16 points, and Steven Adams had 14 points
and 12 rebounds for Oklahoma City. Terry Rozier’s 26
points paced the Hornets, while Graham ended up with
15 points and 13 assists and Washington had 14 points.

BOSTON CELTICS 129 - CLEVELAND CAVALIERS 117
Jaylen Brown matched his career high of 34 points,

and Jayson Tatum scored 24 of his 30 in the first half as
host Boston cruised to a victory over Cleveland. Tatum,
who also made 5 of 10 from beyond the arc, sank 9 of
13 shots from the floor in the first half and finished 11 of
20 to answer a dismal 5-for-18 performance against the
Raptors. Enes Kanter chipped in 14 points and nine
rebounds off the bench as the Celtics collected their
fifth straight win overall and seventh in a row versus
Cleveland. Kevin Love scored 21 of his 30 points in the
first half and made 6 of 11 3-point attempts for the
Cavaliers, who had won a season-high three in a row
after losing 16 of their previous 18.

GOLDEN STATE WARRIORS 105 - PHOENIX SUNS 96
D’Angelo Russell recorded 31 points and six

assists to help Golden State rally to a victory over
Phoenix at San Francisco. Damion Lee added 16
points, eight rebounds and three steals, and Alec
Burks scored 13 points off the bench as the Warriors
extended their season-best winning streak to four
games. Glenn Robinson III registered 12 points, and
Draymond Green had 11 points, seven rebounds and

three blocked shots for the Warriors, who won just
five of their first 29 games prior to the winning
streak. Devin Booker scored 34 points but couldn’t
prevent the Suns from losing their eighth straight
game. Dario Saric added 11 points and 10 rebounds,
Ricky Rubio also scored 11  points , and Frank
Kaminsky added 10. — Reuters

ATLANTA:  George Hill #3 of the Milwaukee Bucks shoots the ball against the Atlanta Hawks at State Farm Arena
in Atlanta, Georgia. — AFP

JOHANNESBURG: CAF Champions League trophy-
holders Esperance of Tunisia were held 0-0 by V
Club of the Democratic Republic of Congo on Friday,
10 days after scoring six goals in the Club World
Cup. The result at the Stade Olympique in Rades near
Tunis was unexpected as Esperance had also won
their previous two Group D matches while V Club
had lost twice.  A frustrating night for the defending
champions culminated in star forward Hamdou
Elhouni from Libya being substituted by Algerian
Billel Bensaha midway through the second half.

Elhouni scored a hat-trick last week in a 6-2 ham-
mering of Al Sadd from host nation Qatar in a Club
World Cup fifth-place play-off. Esperance are chas-
ing a record third consecutive Champions League
title this season after victories over Al Ahly of Egypt
and Wydad Casablanca of Morocco in the last two
finals. Ahly and TP Mazembe of the Democratic
Republic of Congo (twice each), Enyimba of Nigeria
and Esperance have won back-to-back Champions
League competitions. While Esperance could not
turn dominance into goals, second-place Raja
Casablanca of Morocco closed the gap to one point
in Group D with a 2-0 home win over JS Kabylie of
Algeria.  Esperance have seven points, Raja six,
Kabylie three and V Club one halfway through the
six-round mini-league schedule with the top two fin-
ishers qualifying for the quarter-finals.

Backed by a huge passionate flag-waving crowd
in the 60,000-seat Stade Mohammed V in
Casablanca, Raja scored twice within three minutes
early in the second half. Soufiane Rahimi created the
first goal for DR Congo-born Ben Malango and
scored the second himself as three-time champions
Raja took control.

It was the third goal for Rahimi in the Champions
League this season and the first for Malango, who is
in his maiden season with the Moroccan club after
moving from Mazembe. Outclassed at home by
Esperance on matchday one, Raja have recovered
impressively with an away win over V Club preceding
the victory over twice champions Kabylie.

Mazembe were another club to surrender a 100
percent group record this season after drawing 1-1
away to Primeiro Agosto of Angola at the Estadio 11
de Novembro in Luanda. However, the Congolese
club based in second city Lubumbashi, remain top of
Group A with seven points while Zamalek of Egypt
have three, Primeiro two and Zesco United of Zambia
one.  Zesco host five-time champions Zamalek
Saturday in Ndola and need maximum points to
retain a realistic chance of reaching the quarter-
finals. Former Zambia winger Rainford Kalaba put
Mazembe in front on eight minutes by heading a
cross past goalkeeper Tony Cabaca.

Cristovao Mabululu levelled four minutes later,
smashing a loose ball into the net after Ivory Coast-
born Mazembe goalkeeper Sylvain Gbohouo parried
a powerful header.  —AFP

African champions 
Esperance flop
after six-goal
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Matches on TV 
(Local Timings)

ENGLISH PREMIER LEAGUE

Arsenal FC v Chelsea FC 17:00
beIN Sports HD 2
Liverpool v Wolverhampton Wanderers FC 19:30
beIN Sports 
Manchester City v Sheffield United FC 21:00
beIN Sports

MALDONADO: Barcelona forward Luis Suarez and
wife Sofia Balbi have renewed their wedding vows at a
star-studded gathering in Uruguay attended by Lionel
Messi among others.

The celebration to mark 10 years of marriage took
place in a luxury tourist complex near the coastal city
of Maldonado, about 130 km (80 miles) east of the cap-
ital Montevideo.

A crowd of football fans, including many wearing the
Barcelona strip, gathered near the entrance as Suarez’s
clubmates Sergio Busquets and Jordi Alba arrived
along with Ballon d’Or winner Messi and his wife,
Antonella Roccuzzo.

Brazilian star Neymar was also there, local media
said. Uruguay striker Suarez and Balbi exchanged
“rings inscribed with their respective names, made from
white gold and diamonds”, according to a statement.  

The couple met when Suarez was 14 and started
seeing each other soon afterwards. They were married
in 2009 and have three children. —AFP

Barcelona’s Suarez 
renews wedding vows

LA BARRA: Uruguayan Barcelona forward Luis Suarez and his wife Sofia Balbi pose during a party for the
renewal of their marriage vows in La Barra, near Punta del Este, Uruguay. — AFP

KUWAIT: The talented Mohammad Salman Al-
Sabah continues his outstanding performance and
keeps on improving his technical level in football. 

Mohammad Al-Sabah went through a successful
experience at Juventus Academy within those born
in 2009-2010, and now he took another step for-
ward by joining Barcelona Academy, which wanted
to have him for the current season due to his out-
standing performance in various positions inside the
playing field.

The Spanish manager Akanji, who is highly expe-
rienced in establishing the juniors foundation said
the player has a bright future ahead of him and is
considered an upcoming talent if he continues train-
ing regularly.

LONDON: Mikel Arteta has backed Mesut Ozil to make
the most of his fresh start as Arsenal’s new manager pre-
pares for his home debut against Chelsea today. Ozil has
become a polarising figure at Arsenal after several seasons
of lacklustre performances from the German playmaker. He
was a peripheral figure under former Gunners boss Unai
Emery and looked destined to leave the club in January.

The 31-year-old was left out for Freddie Ljungberg’s
final game as interim manager against Everton after react-
ing angrily to being substituted in the 3-0 loss to
Manchester City. But Arteta restored Ozil to his starting
line-up for his first match in charge as Arsenal salvaged a
1-1 draw at Bournemouth on Thursday.

Former City assistant coach Arteta, who was in the
opposition dugout on December 15 when Ozil kicked his
gloves having being replaced, has been encouraged by the
mentality of the German World Cup winner since he took
charge. “To be fair his attitude in training since the day
that I walked in the building has been incredible, and I’ve
seen this,” Arteta said. “I said I was going to give a clean
slate to everybody and it was fair as well to give it to him.
“When we did the game preparation and we were watch-

ing the opponents, and where we could hurt them, we
believed that he could be a key point. And we prepared
the game like this, with him.

“He responded, he did what he had to do and we could
have put two or three goals because of him in the net.”
Given his previous antics, it was notable that Ozil was sub-
stituted without protest 15 minutes from full-time at
Bournemouth after Pierre-Emerick Aubameyang had can-
celled out Dan Gosling’s opener.

Ozil later expressed support for the methods of his new
manager, finishing a tweet with the words “Let’s trust the
process”. Now Arteta hopes his faith in Ozil is rewarded
with a commanding display in the London derby against
fourth placed Chelsea.

Arsenal are eight points behind Chelsea in the race to
qualify for the Champions League via a top four finish. A
win against Frank Lampard’s side would breathe a little life
into Arsenal’s fading bid to return to Europe’s elite club
competition.

And they face Chelsea at an opportune moment after
the Blues slumped to a  2-0 home defeat to Southampton
on Thursday. It was the latest tepid effort from Chelsea at
Stamford Bridge, leading Lampard to again question
whether his players have the quality required to break
down defensive opponents.

The result was even more disappointing for Lampard as
it came just days after Chelsea delivered the best perform-
ance of his reign in their 2-0 win at Tottenham. — AFP
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WOLVERHAMPTON: Pep Guardiola admitted
Manchester City’s faint hopes of retaining the Premier
League title were in tatters as they blew a two-goal
lead and had Ederson sent in a dramatic 3-2 defeat at
Wolves on Friday.

Guardiola’s side recovered from Ederson’s 12th
minute dismissal to take control thanks to Raheem
Sterling’s double either side of half-time. But City’s
fatigued stars were unable to go the distance as
Adama Traore’s goal started a thrilling Wolves fight-
back. Raul Jimenez equalised with eight minutes to go
and Matt Doherty hit the winner to send Molineux
wild in the 89th minute. “Always the goals can be
avoided but sometimes it’s tiredness. It’s a lot of min-
utes to defend with 10 men,” Guardiola said.

“No regrets, they did absolutely everything to
defend a result for 80 minutes but it was difficult.”
Third placed City trail runaway leaders Liverpool by
14 points and, Jurgen Klopp’s red-hot team have a

game in hand, making it hard to imagine the champi-
ons getting their hands on the trophy for a third suc-
cessive season. 

“It is a big gap for a long time. It’s not a race if you
think about it,” Guardiola said. “I have been asked the
question for a long time and it is the same answer. It’s
not realistic to think about the title race.

“We have to think of the next game and about win-
ning our games.” Wolves, flying high in fifth place, have
contributed to City’s downfall more than most and,
after winning 2-0 at the Etihad Stadium in October,
they celebrated a top-flight double over the
Manchester club for the first time since 1960-61.

The only blemish for Wolves were the missiles
thrown from the stands when City celebrated their
second goal, an incident that prompted the Football
Association to launch an investigation. Referee Martin
Atkinson was seen passing a metal hip flask to the
fourth official as an announcement over the tannoy
warned “numerous instances of objects being thrown
have been seen. CCTV will be used to prosecute
offenders”. 

It was a bitter night for Guardiola, whose team have
lost five league games this season after being beaten
just four times in the whole of last term.  City had
looked closer to their best in recent wins over Arsenal
and Leicester, but they could not have made a worse
start at Molineux.—AFP

Man City’s title bid 
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