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Calvert-Lewin double gives Everton 2-1 win

BRIGHTON: Brighton’s Dutch midfielder Aaron Mooy (2R) scores his team’s second goal during the English Premier League football match between Brighton and Bournemouth at the American Express Community Stadium in Brighton, southern
England yesterday. — AFP

LONDON: Everton’s renaissance under Carlo
Ancelotti continued as Dominic Calvert-Lewin’s dou-
ble earned a 2-1 win at Newcastle, whilst Brighton and
Watford secured big wins in their battle to avoid rele-
gation.

Ancelotti’s reign at Goodison Park got off to a fly-
ing start thanks Calvert-Lewin’s winner against
Burnley on Boxing Day and the in-form England
under-21 international was the Toffees’ hero once
more on Tyneside.

Calvert-Lewin rewarded a bright start from the vis-
itors and an adventurous line-up from Ancelotti as he
swept home after the ball ricocheted around the
Newcastle box.

The Magpies responded well to falling behind,

though, and deservedly equalised early in the second
period through Fabian Schar.

However, Newcastle were level for only eight min-
utes as they were caught by Everton’s pace on the
break when Richarlison squared for Calvert-Lewin to
slide in for his 10th goal of the season.

Victory takes Everton above Newcastle into the
top half of the table.

Crystal Palace could have moved to within three
points of the top four with victory at Southampton
and took the lead at St. Mary’s through James
Tomkins’s header. However, a terrible error from
Martin Kelly undid Palace’s good work as he teed up
Southampton’s talisman Danny Ings to level and edge
the Saints four points clear of the bottom three.

Brighton climbed up to 14th, five points clear of the
drop zone, as Alireza Jahanbakhsh and Aaron Mooy’s
first goals for the club in a 2-0 win over Bournemouth.

Jahanbakhsh has struggled to make an impact on
the south coast since a big money move from AZ
Alkmaar at the beginning of last season.

The Iranian was moved to tears when he opened
the scoring with his first Premier League goal less
than three minutes into his first league start of the
season. “It was a great moment for everyone in the
stadium, especially Ali. He deserves it,” said Brighton
boss Graham Potter.

“He worked away every day with exemplary behav-
iour. We all wanted him to contribute and he did that
today.” Mooy then produced a moment of magic to

secure the points 11 minutes from time as he con-
trolled the ball on his chest, turned inside his marker
and curled the ball into the far corner.

Watford closed to within three points of safety
thanks to a second home win in as many games under
Nigel Pearson as the Hornets beat Aston Villa 3-0
despite playing half an hour with 10 men when Adrian
Mariappa saw red.

Troy Deeney had given Watford the lead eight min-
utes before half-time and doubled his side’s advantage
from the penalty spot soon after Mariappa was shown
a second yellow card.

Ismaila Sarr then rounded off a miserable afternoon
for Villa, who remain in the bottom three after a fifth
defeat in six league games. — AFP

AFC Asian Cup

Brighton, Watford secure wins to avoid relegation

MUMBAI: Beijing and Shanghai are among 10 Chinese
cities that will host the Asian Cup finals in 2023, the
Asian Football Confederation (AFC) said yesterday.

China’s desire to showcase its ability as a future
World Cup host got a boost when its football associa-
tion (CFA) was awarded the rights to host the quadren-
nial tournament at an extraordinary AFC congress in
Paris in June.

China, which will host the tournament for the second
time after 2004, had been one of four nations to initially
bid to host the 24-team competition with South Korea,
Indonesia and Thailand also submitting bids before
pulling out.

Tianjin, Chongqing, Chengdu, Xi’an, Dalian,
Qingdao, Xiamen and Suzhou will be the other host
cities for the 18th edition of the continent’s premier
competition that will be held in June and July, 2023.

“The AFC Asian Cup is our flagship competition for
national teams, and I am sure that the Chinese FA and
the selected host cities will deliver a tournament which
is in keeping with the event’s world-class status,” AFC
president Sheikh Salman bin Ebrahim Al Khalifa said in
a statement.

“The AFC thanks the commitment shown by the CFA
and these 10 great cities to be a part of this celebration

of Asian football. I wish them all the very best of suc-
cess in their desire to show the world that China PR can
stage huge international football events.”

The tournament will give China the opportunity to
showcase its ability to host a major football event and
comes several years after President Xi Jinping declared
his desire to see the country eventually host the World
Cup finals.

As a result, investment in the sport in China has sky-
rocketed in the six years since Xi - a well-known foot-
ball fan - came to power, although the fortunes of the
national team lag behind the leading nations in Asia.

China have only qualified for the World Cup once, in
2002, and have never won the Asian Cup, last reaching
the final on home soil in 2004. They were eliminated in
the quarter-finals of the 2019 Asian Cup by Iran in
January.  — Reuters
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