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Amir holds official talks 
with visiting Qatari leader

Gulf Bank records KD 57 million in net 
profit for 2018, an increase of 18%

Sheikh Tamim attends funeral of media personality 

KUWAIT: HH the Amir of Kuwait Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah receives a signed Qatari
national team football jersey from Qatari Amir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al-Thani yesterday. Qatar won
the Asian Cup last week. — Amiri Diwan

Sheikh Tamim attends the funeral of media personality Ahmed Al-Misfer at Sulaibikhat cemetery yes-
terday. — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

KUWAIT: HH the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah held official talks with visiting Amir
of Qatar Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al-Thani at
Bayan Palace yesterday. The talks were attended by

HH the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah and HH the Prime Minister Sheikh
Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah, in addition
to senior state officials. 

According to Minister of Amiri Diwan Affairs
Sheikh Ali  Jarrah Al-Sabah, the talks revolved
around bilateral relations, issues of common con-
cern and latest regional developments. Sheikh

Tamim later attended the funeral of media personal-
ity Ahmed Al-Misfer at Sulaibikhat cemetery, where
he paid his condolences to the deceased’s family
members.  — KUNA 

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s development plans revolve
around efforts to localize the country’s burgeoning
private sector, said Minister of State for Economic
Affairs Mariam Al-Aqeel. These efforts aim to create
more job opportunities for nationals in the private
sector, the minister told the press on the sidelines of
an industrial conference in Kuwait yesterday. Once
that goal comes to fruition, development projects
will begin to get off the ground, leading to more for-
eign investment in Kuwait, the minister explained.
Aqeel added that human capital is an integral part of
the aforementioned plans, given the immense impact
it has on economic growth.
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BAGHDAD: Iraqi politicians yesterday hit back at
Donald Trump after the US president said he plans to
keep American forces in the country to spy on Iran. In
an interview with CBS television, Trump reaffirmed his
determination to pull the United States out of “endless
wars” in Syria and Afghanistan but said American
troops would stay on in Iraq, partly “to be looking a lit-
tle bit at Iran”. “We spent a fortune on building this
incredible base. We might as well keep it,” he said, refer-
ring to Ain Al-Asad airbase in western Iraq that he visit-
ed in December. “If somebody is looking to do nuclear
weapons or other things, we’re going to know it before
they do,” he said in the interview aired on Sunday.

His comments sparked a new round of demands in
Baghdad for US forces to leave the country. “The Iraqi

constitution rejects the use of Iraq as a base for hitting
or attacking a neighboring country,” President Barham
Saleh said. Saleh said US forces were in the country
legally under an agreement between the two countries,
but that “any action taken outside this framework is
unacceptable”. “Don’t overburden Iraq with your own
issues,” Saleh said. “The US is a major power...but do
not pursue your own policy priorities, we live here.” 

Iraq’s government plays a delicate balancing act
between its two main allies, Washington and Tehran,
which are bitter enemies. The US has been leading a
coalition to crush the Islamic State group which
grabbed swathes of Syria and Iraq in 2014, and multiple
offensives have since ousted the jihadists from all but a
sliver of territory in eastern Syria. Baghdad’s position
has also been complicated by Trump’s shock December
decision to pull troops out of neighboring Syria,
prompting pro-Iran factions to step up calls for an
accelerated US withdrawal from Iraq.

Sabah Al-Saadi, a member of parliament in the bloc
led by influential anti-American Shiite cleric Moqtada
Sadr, has proposed a bill demanding a US pullout. 
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BAGHDAD: Iraqi President Barham Saleh speaks at
the Rafidain Center for Dialogue (RCD) Forum yes-
terday. — AFP 

SAN SALVADOR: Salvadorans on Sunday elected
Nayib Bukele, the popular former mayor of San
Salvador, as the Central American country’s new presi-
dent - a result that ends the near 30-year grip on pow-
er of its two largest parties. The country’s Supreme
Electoral Tribunal (TSE) awarded him 53.78 percent of
votes with 87.67 percent counted - a lead it considered
“irreversible”. The 37-year-old president-elect of
Palestinian descent, of the conservative Grand Alliance
for National Unity (GANA) party, wore jeans and a
leather jacket as he celebrated with supporters - thou-
sands chanting his name and waving flags in the capi-
tal’s central Plaza Morazan.

“It’s a victory for the Salvadoran people, today we
won in the first round and we have made history,” said
Bukele, who despite being a firm favorite was expected
to face a second round of voting. He has promised to
increase investment in education and fight corruption -
but his main task will be to confront insecurity in a
country ravaged by gang violence. He will also have to
form an alliance with the rightwing opposition, which

dominates congress, and govern with them until at least
2021 when the next legislative elections are held.

Bukele’s opponents - Carlos Calleja of the right-
wing Nationalist Republican Alliance (ARENA), and
Hugo Martinez of the leftist Farabundo Marti Front for
National Liberation (FMLN) - quickly recognized the
win. For nearly three decades, their parties have had a
firm hold on Salvadoran politics. “We recognize the
results of these elections. 
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SAN SALVADOR: El Salvador presidential candidate
Nayib Bukele of the Great National Alliance (GANA) cel-
ebrates alongside his wife Gabriela Rodriguez after
winning the presidential elections on Sunday.— AFP 

TEHRAN: Saba was just 25 when she left her design
job in New York to work on a project renovating an
art gallery back in her hometown Tehran. Within
months, she won three more contracts to do up gal-
leries and the lobby of an apartment complex. “I had
dreamt of building my own company, but I hadn’t
expected it to happen any time soon. If I had stayed
in New York, I wouldn’t have had this chance,” said
Saba, now 27. She says the position of women in Iran
has changed a lot over the past decade. “People now
trust women in management positions. Still it’s hard,
especially on a construction site. But it’s hard any-
where. It’s hard in New York,” she told AFP.

As the Islamic republic marks its 40th birthday,
few issues are more politically sensitive or full of con-
tradictions than the status of women. After the revo-
lution, Islamic laws gave women a lower legal status
than men, requiring them, for example, in many cases
to gain permission from their father or husband to

leave the country. They are considered to have half
the value of men in various legal aspects such as
inheritance and testimony in court.

But the Islamic republic also encouraged educa-
tion for women, who now outnumber men at universi-
ties - a development that has transformed expecta-
tions and overturned centuries-old traditions. “Going
to university was a path forward for girls like us who
did not want to end up like our mothers in a
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TEHRAN: In this file photo taken on Feb 7, 2018, Iranian
women walk down a street in the capital. — AFP 


