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KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah met at the Amiri Terminal yesterday National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem and a number of MPs. —Amiri Diwan photos

Kuwaiti FM thanks
EU’s contributions
towards peace 
in region
BRUSSELS: Kuwait’s Foreign Minister and Deputy
Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Khaled Al-Hamad Al-
Sabah yesterday appreciated the European Union’s
(EU) longstanding concern over Arab affairs, thanking
the bloc for their contributions towards peace in the
region. Heading Kuwait’s delegation to the fifth EU-
Arab League ministerial meeting in the Belgian capital
Brussels, the minister said the EU’s support is impera-
tive given the volatility across much of the wider Arab
region. The EU, however, has to contend with serious
dilemmas of its own, including critical matters such as
the ‘migrant crisis and the scourge of terrorism,’ the
Kuwaiti foreign minister said during the meeting. He
went on to highlight the significance of the talks ahead
of the inaugural European-Arab summit later this month
in Egypt, which the minister described as an opportuni-
ty to take bilateral cooperation to higher levels, citing

sectors such as the economy, which still have room for
more progress. The Kuwaiti foreign minister hoped that
the talks would yield “positive results, putting both
regions on the path to further prosperity and develop-
ment.” Kuwait’s delegation to the talks comprised bevy
of diplomats and senior foreign ministry officials. 

The fifth European Union-Arab League ministerial
meeting had kicked off with calls for boosting joint coop-
eration for the sake of global peace and security. “It is an
intense moment in our relations,” EU High Representative
Federica Mogherini said in her opening remarks, noting
that the ministerial will prepare for the first ever Arab-EU
summit that will be held at the end of this month in
Egypt. She stressed that cooperation between Europe
and the Arab world was “never so important and never so
necessary and this ministerial, the first to be held in
Brussels, will be an important step to prepare for the
summit.” Mogherini urged Arab-Europe cooperation to
resolve the Palestine question and prevent the collapse of
the two-state solution and also to find a political solution
to the Syrian crisis.

Meanwhile, Mohammad Al-Dirdiri, Chair of the Arab
League Ministerial Council and Minister of Foreign
Affairs of Sudan said in his opening remarks: “This meet-
ing proves that the only way is to find a joint approach to
work together and for the common good of our peoples
and face the challenges in our region and in the world.”

“We need to work permanently if we are to achieve

peace and economic goals for our peoples. This should be
done on the principle of non-interference in affairs of oth-
er countries,” he said. Dirdiri noted that (we) have great
ambitions for the upcoming summit and optimistic as it can
lay the framework for close partnership between the EU
and the Arab world. He stressed that Palestine is the key
question and “we would like to reiterate here on the two-
state solution with Jerusalem as the shared capital.”

In the meantime, Ahmad Abul Gheit, Secretary
General of the Arab League, said that good relations
between the EU and Arab states are aimed at addressing
common challenges and developing common coopera-
tion. He noted that the Europe-Arab relations are based
on a common and long history and on convergence of
views on many issues, noting that the first EU-Arab sum-
mit in Egypt will lay the foundation for solid institutional
cooperation between the two sides.

Abul Gheit called for Arab-Europe cooperation to
deal with the high number of crises and problems that
threaten (our) region. “There is a key issue that is the
Palestine question. The peace process has been blocked
for some time by Israel, which has rejected the two-
state solution and like cancer extended its reach for an
expansionist policy,” he pointed out. He lamented that
unilateral measures have been taken by some countries
like the transfer of their embassy to East Jerusalem,
which is still occupied.

The two-state solution is the only way out in Palestine,

he stressed, calling for a political solution in Syria and an
end of interference by neighboring countries. He also
urged for a political solution in Yemen and appealed for
joint efforts to deal with the problems in Libya.
“Terrorism remains a major threat to the Arab region. We
should keep fighting terrorism and cooperation is neces-
sary to deal with illegal migration,” the Arab League
chief added. —KUNA

BRUSSELS: Kuwait’s Foreign Minister and Deputy Prime
Minister Sheikh Sabah Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah attends the
fifth EU-Arab League ministerial meeting. —KUNA
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