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MOGADISHU: Somalia’s Al-Shabaab militants yesterday
shot dead the Maltese manager of a port, while detonating
a car bomb in the capital which killed nine people and
wounded several others. In a deadly day for the restive
nation, a gunman shot Maltese national Paul Anthony
Formosa, manager of the port of Bossasso in semi-
autonomous Puntland state for P&O Ports, a subsidiary of
the Dubai-based DP World.

Shortly thereafter a powerful explosion from a car bomb
rocked the busy Hamarweyne market in the capital
Mogadishu, killing nine people in the latest attack from the
Al-Qaeda affiliate plaguing the country. “An armed man
shot and killed Paul Anthony Formosa who was the con-
struction project manager for DP World. He was killed
inside the port and the security forces also shot the killer on
the spot”, local security official, Mohamed Dahir, told AFP.

The Dubai government confirmed the death in a state-
ment on Twitter and said the circumstances of the incident
was being investigated. “Three other employees have been
injured in this morning’s incident, and all are currently
receiving medical treatment,” read the statement. The
attack was claimed by Al-Shabaab, which said in a state-
ment it was “part of broader operations targeting the mer-
cenary companies that loot the Somali resources.”

The DP World subsidiary in 2017 signed a 30-year
concession contract for the management and development
of the port, strategically located on the Gulf of Aden,
between the Red Sea and the Indian Ocean, more than
1,300 kilometers north of Mogadishu. The Dubai-based
ports company has sparked friction with Mogadishu over
its development of ports in Berbera in breakaway
Somaliland — whose independence is not recognized —
as well as Puntland. Many of Somalia’s federal states have
aligned with the United Arab Emirates, while the central

government is perceived as pro-Qatar, in the Gulf crisis
pitting Arab powers against each other. 

‘Death and destruction’ 
Shabaab also claimed responsibility for the car bomb in

Mogadishu, via a statement on a pro-Shabaab website.
“The blast occurred close to Mogadishu mall and it has
caused death and destruction. Nine civilians were con-
firmed dead and several others are wounded,” police offi-
cer Ahmed Moalin Ali said. “The terrorists parked a vehi-
cle loaded with explosives in the vicinity of the mall to kill
the innocent civilians.”

He said some of the victims died in a building that col-
lapsed as a result of the blast in the Hamarweyne market.
“I saw the dead bodies of four people recovered from the
debris of a collapsed building and three others were
strewn dead outside after the blast had blown them,” said
shopper Munira Abdukadir.

“I was not far away from the blast location, but I was
lucky to have survived, several people were wounded and
some were screaming before the ambulances arrived,” said
another witness, Abdulahi Mohamed. Somalia has not had
an effective central government since the 1991 overthrow
of president Siad Barre’s military regime which ushered in
decades of chaos — including an insurrection by the
Shabaab since 2006.

The group once held sway over large swathes of coun-
tryside and the capital, however they were chased out of
Mogadishu by the 22,000-strong African Union peace-
enforcement mission, AMISOM in 2011, and have since
abandoned many strongholds. They nevertheless control
vast rural areas and remain a key threat to peace in
Somalia and the region, with the capacity to stage signifi-
cant attacks. In October 2017, a truck bombing in a busy

neighborhood of Mogadishu killed over 500 people in the
deadliest attack in Somalia to date. On January 15,
Shabaab gunmen — and the first-ever suicide bomber in

Kenya — attacked the Dusit hotel and office complex in
Nairobi, leaving 21 dead and prompting police and the US
Embassy to urge caution in public spaces. — AFP 

Somalia port boss killed, car bomb
leaves 9 dead in Shabaab attacks

A deadly day for the restive nation 

PARIS: French warplanes Sunday struck twice to halt
an armed group that crossed into northern Chad from
Libya in a column of 40 pickup trucks, the French mili-
tary said, adding it acted at Chad’s request. A rebel
group opposed to President Idriss Deby said it had
been the target of the strikes, and warned France that
its act could stir “hostility towards the French.”

In a statement yesterday, the French military said
that Mirage 2000 fighters intervened “together with
the Chadian army” to “halt the hostile advance and dis-
perse the column,” which had crossed deep into
Chadian territory. The warplanes are based near
N’Djamena, the Chadian capital, as part of France’s
Barkhane counter-terrorism force in the Sahel. “The
column had been spotted at least 48 hours before-
hand,” armed forces spokesman Patrik Steiger said.

The Chadian airforce carried out strikes to try to
repel it before asking the French to intervene, he said.
On Sunday morning, French planes made low warning
passes over the column but it continued to advance,
triggering a decision to scramble more fighters, which
carried out two strikes at around 6 pm Paris time.
Steiger said the group had crossed 400 kilometers of
Chadian territory before being halted “between Tibesti
and Ennedi” in the northwest. He did not identify which
armed group they belonged to.

But the spokesman for Chad’s most active rebel
group, the Union of Resistance Forces (UFR), said that
the raid had targeted its men. Reached by AFP from the
Gabonese capital Libreville, UFR spokesman Youssouf
Hamid said the strikes marked a “dangerous turn” by
France in Chad’s “internal affairs.” “The Chadian people
will respond. It may take the form of showing hostility
towards the French,” Hamid said. “Paris has become a
force that is hostile to the Chadian people,” he added.
Hamid did not give any details about the objective of the
incursion. The UFR was created in January 2009 from an
alliance of eight rebel groups. In February 2008, a tri-
partite insurgent group, moving in from the east, reached
the gates of the presidential palace in N’Djamena before
being repulsed by Deby’s forces. Deby accused Sudan of
supporting the attack, a charge that it denied. Chad, a
vast and mostly desert country with more than 200 eth-
nic groups, has suffered repeated coups and crises since
it gained independence from France in 1960. — AFP

French army air strikes 
‘repel incursion into 
Chad from Libya’

MOGADISHU: Emergency rescue staffs carry the body of a victim over rubble at the scene of a car-bomb attack.  — AFP 

Erdogan says
Turkey keeping
‘low-level’contact
with Syria
ISTANBUL: Turkish President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan on Sunday said his gov-
ernment maintained “low-level” contact
through its spy agency with the Syrian
regime despite being one of its most fer-
vent critics. Ankara fell out with the regime
of President Bashar al-Assad following the
2011 crackdown on popular dissent, with
Erdogan denouncing him as “killer Assad”.

The Turkish leader has ruled out any
direct talks with Assad and Foreign
Minister Mevlut Cavusoglu said in
December Ankara was only in contact with
Damascus through third parties, namely
Russia and Iran. Erdogan’s comments
Sunday are the first time he has confirmed
direct low-level talks with Damascus.
“Foreign policy is being conducted with
Syria at low-level,” Erdogan told the state-
run TRT television in an  interview, adding
that spy agencies could maintain links even
if their leaders did not.  “Even if it’s your
enemy, you will not entirely break ties in
case you might need them,” he said. Turkey,
home to nearly four million Syrian refugees,
is backing rebels seeking Assad’s ouster.

‘Whatever is needed’
Asked about the US withdrawal plan,

Erdogan said he hoped Washington would

pull out its troops out of Syria soon. If not,
he warned, Ankara would take action to
avert the possible terror threat posed by
US-backed Syrian Kurdish militia. “I hope
(the US) will complete (the pullout) in a
short period of time because we do not
want to live under threat,” Erdogan said.
“Whenever we see any sign of a threat, we
will do whatever is needed,” he said.

Erdogan’s government welcomed a sur-
prise announcement in December by US
President Donald Trump that he was pulling
around 2,000 American troops from the
war-torn country. That has prompted Turkey
to put on hold its plans to launch a military
operation in Syria to drive out Syrian
Kurdish militia deemed as “terrorists” by
Ankara. Turkey is pushing for a 32 kilometer
“security zone” in Syria after receiving the
US backing. The “safe zone” or “security
zone” would be on the Syrian side of the
900-kilometre Syria-Turkey border.
Erdogan showed the negotiated “security
zone” on the map, during the live broadcast,
which he said would stretch from Jarabulus
in northern Syria to the Iraqi border. And he
urged the US, a NATO ally, to hand over the
zone’s security to Turkish troops. 

Turkey is ready to run the “security
zone” together with the US, he said but
“we cannot leave it to coalition forces
because we need to feel safe.” He said:
“We cannot trust coalition forces... they
have neither troops to ensure security
there nor logistical means,” Erdogan said.
The Turkish army has launched two major
operations in Syria in 2016 and in 2018 to
combat Syrian Kurdish fighters as well as
Islamic State group jihadists. The deploy-
ment of Turkish troops and their proxy
forces in areas of northwest Syria has

drawn accusations by some critics of a
Turkish military occupation. Erdogan, who
visited Russia for talks over the “security
zone” last month, also said he would meet
President Vladimir Putin in Sochi on
February 14.

US ‘silence’
Wading into the murder of Saudi jour-

nalist Jamal Khashoggi, who was killed by
a Saudi hit team in the kingdom’s Istanbul
consulate, last year, Erdogan accused the
United States of “silence”. “I cannot under-
stand America’s silence.... We want every-

thing to be clarified because there is an
atrocity, there is a murder,” he said. “The
Khashoggi murder is not an ordinary one.” 

Khashoggi, a Washington Post contrib-
utor and Saudi regime critic, was murdered
at the Saudi consulate in Istanbul on
October 2 soon after he entered the com-
pound to obtain paperwork for his upcom-
ing marriage to a Turkish woman. Riyadh
described it as a “rogue” operation but
denied any involvement by Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman. The case has
caused strains in the kingdom’s ties with
ashington. — AFP 

ANKARA: Turkish President and ruling Justice and Development (AK) Party chair Recep
Tayyip Erdogan makes a speech during AK party’s presentation of mayoral candidates for
upcoming March 31 local elections at the Ankara Sports Hall. — AFP 

Major EU 
nations rally 
behind Guaido 
as Venezuela leader
MADRID: Spain, Britain, France and other EU nations yes-
terday recognized Venezuela’s opposition chief Juan
Guaido as interim leader after President Nicolas Maduro
rejected their ultimatum to call snap presidential elections.
Russia, one of the main allies of Maduro’s regime, slammed
what it dubbed European “interference” in the oil-rich but
impoverished Latin American country, saying it was an
attempt “to legitimize usurped power.”

Already recognized by the United States, Canada,
Australia and several Latin American countries, Guaido is
trying to force the socialist leader from power, aiming to
set up a transitional government and hold new presidential
elections. After announcing the Spanish government’s offi-
cial recognition of Guaido, Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez
urged the 35-year-old National Assembly head to “call
elections as soon as possible, elections that have to be free
and democratic”.

Sanchez said he wanted Spain to spearhead a plan of
humanitarian aid for Venezuela in the European Union and
United Nations. British Foreign Secretary Jeremy Hunt
promptly followed suit, saying on Twitter he hoped “this takes
us closer to ending humanitarian crisis.” France, Germany,
Portugal, Austria, Sweden, Denmark, Latvia, Lithuania,
Finland and the Netherlands also recognized Guaido.
“Venezuelans have the right to express themselves freely
and democratically,” French President Emmanuel Macron
tweeted.

‘Confrontation’ 
Seven EU states had given Maduro a Sunday deadline

to call presidential elections or they would recognize
Guaido. But in an interview with Spanish television station
Sexta broadcast on Sunday evening, Maduro said he
would not “cave in to pressure” from those calling for his
departure. “Why does the European Union have to tell a

country in the world that has already had elections that it
has to repeat its presidential elections, because they were
not won by their right-wing allies?” said Maduro, inter-
viewed in Caracas. “They are trying to corner us with ulti-
matums to force us into an extreme situation of confronta-
tion,” Maduro said. Maduro started a new term in office
last month after 2018 elections that were branded invalid
by the opposition. He has said he is only willing to call new
elections to the opposition-held National Assembly.
However, he supported plans for a meeting of Latin
American and EU states in a “Contact Group” meeting in
Montevideo next Thursday.

Humanitarian crisis 
Under Maduro’s stewardship, oil-dependent Venezuela

has plunged into an economic crisis, suffering from hyper-
inflation and shortages of food and medicine. Yesterday, oil
prices rose to their highest level yet this year on European
markets on the back of the crisis in Venezuela. After sever-
al years of opposition efforts to oust Maduro, Guaido
declared himself acting president at a rally on January 23.

At the weekend, he called on the army to allow in humani-
tarian aid from the United States via neighboring Colombia
and Brazil. Maduro claims the US pledge to deliver $20 million
in aid relief would precede military intervention. Guaido says
up to 300,000 people are “at risk of death” in Venezuela for
want of humanitarian assistance. US President Donald Trump
warned that military intervention remains “an option” for deal-
ing with the crisis in Venezuela. All eyes are now on
Venezuela’s military, which has so far been Maduro’s main pil-
lar of support, but there have been signs of wavering in the
ranks. A top air force general publicly sided with Guaido on
Saturday. On Sunday, Maduro addressed troops on military
exercises, calling on them for “maximum cohesion”.

Tens of thousands of people turned out Saturday for
competing shows of support for Guaido and for Maduro.
Guaido has called for a new demonstration on February 12
and another protest to push for the entry of aid. Forty
people were killed in clashes with security forces in a
week of protests coinciding with Guaido’s self-proclama-
tion as acting leader, with hundreds more arrested,
according to the United Nations.  — AFP 

Merkel urges 
‘creativity’, ‘goodwill’
in Brexit talks
TOKYO: German Chancellor Angela Merkel yesterday
urged Britain and the EU to show “creativity” and “good-
will” in upcoming Brexit talks but stressed the withdrawal
agreement was not up for renegotiation. Speaking along-
side her Japanese counterpart Shinzo Abe, Merkel said
“we want to do everything to avoid a no-deal (Brexit)
because that would increase the uncertainty.”

However, she reiterated that the withdrawal agreement
had been painstakingly negotiated and “we do not want to
reopen” it. “This is not on the agenda.” Nevertheless, the
German chancellor said that questions over crunch topics
like the unpopular Northern Ireland “backstop” provision
could be discussed in the so-called political agreement
that accompanies the Brexit deal.

The backstop is intended to ensure there is no return to
a hard border with Ireland, but Brexit supporters fear it
will keep Britain tied to EU customs rules. “We need to
show creativity, we need to listen to each other,” said
Merkel. “We can still use the time to come to an agreement
over the things that are standing in our way, if everyone
shows goodwill.” — AFP

CARACAS: Supporters of Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro gather to mark the 20th anniversary of the
rise of power of the late Hugo Chavez, the leftist firebrand who installed a socialist government. — AFP 


