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DYERSVILLE: If you build a political support opera-
tion early in Iowa, votes will come. Such is the field-of-
dreams mentality among America’s dynamic but lesser-
known presidential candidates John Delaney and
Andrew Yang. They are unapologetic optimists who
have been canvassing the early voting state for months
and are deeply invested, both in time and money, in the
2020 race.

Lacking the name recognition of Joe Biden, Bernie
Sanders and other heavyweights who may seek to
challenge President Donald Trump, they are early birds
running from behind, among the longest of long shots.
They have already made dozens of trips to Iowa,
where fortunes are made — and dashed — in
America’s fiery political cauldron. Each is convinced
his gambit will pay off. “We’re going to shock the
world in 2020” by winning the Iowa caucus next
February 3, declared technology entrepreneur Yang at
a small town hall in Jefferson, where he explained his
proposal for a universal basic income that would pro-
vide $1,000 per month to every American adult.

Yang, the son of Taiwanese immigrants, says
Trump was elected because America “automated
away four million manufacturing jobs” in places like
Michigan, Ohio, Wisconsin and Iowa — states that
Barack Obama won but Trump reclaimed in 2016.
While Yang and Delaney are often left out of the
national 2020 conversation, they share a goal: con-
vincing voters, often one at a time, that have what it
takes to be president.

In separate interviews with AFP at Iowa campaign
stops, each assured that they were unfazed about not
yet registering on the national radar, insisting that
striking a chord with Iowans is more important. “If I
win the Iowa caucus, every single person in the coun-
try is going to know who I am,” assured Delaney. The
former congressman and businessman from Maryland
has been on the trail in Iowa for 18 months, visiting all

99 counties. He said he is “campaigning the old fash-
ioned way,” meeting with voters in coffeehouses, town
halls, meet-and-greets and living rooms, revealing
what’s in his heart. Delaney espouses many progres-
sive priorities like creating a universal health care sys-
tem, raising the minimum wage and modernizing the
country’s crumbling infrastructure. But he’s also selling
political moderation and greater bipartisanship, includ-
ing on stronger cooperation in Washington to address
the looming threat to millions of jobs posed by robots
and artificial intelligence. “I’m an entrepreneur, and
what entrepreneurs I think are good at is seeing not
maybe what people see today but what they think is
going to happen,” Delaney said.

‘Anybody’s game’ 
Hopefuls with more solid political pedigrees, such as

senators Elizabeth Warren, Kamala Harris and Kirsten
Gill ibrand, have already jetted in, while freshly
declared candidates Senator Cory Booker and con-
gresswoman Tulsi Gabbard arrive this week. Biden and
Sanders — two men who have not yet entered the race
— are leading early polls. But Iowa’s JD Scholten, who
nearly ousted a veteran Republican last year in their
fierce US House seat battle, said there are no clear
favorites in the Democratic nomination race.

“It’s anybody’s game,” he told AFP at a Democratic
Party dinner in Jefferson, northwestern Iowa. “There
are so many different voices out there now.” For the
past 47 years, since Iowa began voting first in the
nominating process, it has been a place where those
voices have gained a willing ear. Iowa Democratic
Party chairman Troy Price recalled that two
Democratic presidents, Jimmy Carter and Barack
Obama, were under-the-radar candidates in Iowa
where their determination helped propel them to cau-
cus victory and beyond.

“You don’t necessarily have to have the most money

or the highest name ID to be successful in this race,”
he said. “We’re going to give every candidate a fair
shot, we’re going to give every candidate the opportu-
nity to share their vision.” Delaney has held more than
250 events across the state in 22 trips. Yang has visited
eight times. At the famed, snow-covered baseball dia-
mond in Dyersville — where the 1989 movie Field of
Dreams was filmed — 19-year-old Tucker La Belle said
Iowa is as level a political playing field as there is.

“I think anyone has a shot here,” said the Clarke
University communications major. “People in Iowa are

going to listen to you no matter what, and they’re
going to give you that respect and time of day that you
won’t get in other parts of the country.” Iowans engage
with lesser-known candidates with an enthusiasm and
curiosity virtually unparalleled. But the Delaney and
Yang names drew blanks from many voters, including
Dan Deutmeyer, a systems manager who grew up in
Dyersville. “Iowa does make one of the biggest deci-
sions on who continues and who doesn’t,” he said. “It’s
the obscure and the unknowns sometimes who move
forward and get elected.” — AFP 

Lesser-known 2020 hopefuls build
their base, one Iowa voter at a time

They are early birds running from behind, among the longest of long shots

WATERLOO: US Senator and 2020 presidential candidate Sherrod Brown (D-OH) speaks at a house party as his wife
Connie Schultz (C-L) looks on during a campaign stop. —AFP 

WASHINGTON: Pete Buttigieg, an
openly gay mayor who is running for
US president, said Sunday he believes
America will judge him based on the
quality of his ideas and experience.
Buttigieg, the mayor of South Bend,
Indiana, launched his candidacy for
the Democratic presidential nomina-
tion in January. If elected — which for
now seems unlikely — Buttigieg, a
former naval intelligence officer who
served in Afghanistan, would become
the first openly homosexual president
of the United States.

He is among a crush of Democrats
vying to unseat Republican Donald
Trump next year. Other declared
Democrats include Trump nemesis
Elizabeth Warren, and Kamala Harris,
a California senator who aspires to be
the nation’s first black female presi-
dent. But are Americans ready for a
president who is openly gay and in a
same-sex marriage? The question was
put to him in an interview on ABC’s
“This Week.” “I think there’s only one
way to find out,” said the mayor of the

city whose population is about
100,000.

Buttigieg, 37, recalled that he came
out as gay in 2015 in the middle of a
re-election campaign. South Bend is a
conservative community and at the
time Mike Pence was governor of the
state, Buttigieg said, recalling that he
still got re-elected with “80 percent of
the vote.” “So, I think the lesson we
learned is that people are prepared to
get to know you and judge you based
on the quality of your ideas and your
experience and your work. And I trust
that America could do that too.”

Buttigieg, who has been South
Bend’s mayor since 2012, married
junior high school teacher Chasten
Glezman last year. Same-sex mar-
riages have been legal throughout
the United States since a 2015
Supreme Court decision. In last
November’s mid-term elections,
Jared Polis became the first openly
gay governor in US history when he
was elected in Colorado, after serv-
ing in Congress. — AFP

WASHINGTON: The United States will send an
additional 3,750 troops to its frontier with Mexico,
the Pentagon said Sunday, as President Donald
Trump doubled down on his call for a wall to boost
border security. Soldiers were originally deployed
to the border under an order President Donald
Trump gave before midterm elections in
November as “caravans” of migrants made their
way to the border to seek asylum from violence
and poverty in their own countries.

But the mission, under which troops assist
civilian border patrol agents by providing logisti-
cal support and installing concertina-wire fenc-
ing, has been described by opponents as a politi-
cal stunt designed to create the illusion of a crisis.
“The Department of Defense will deploy approx-
imately 3,750 additional US forces to provide the
additional support to CBP (Customs and Border
Protection) at the southwest border that Acting
Secretary of Defense (Pat) Shanahan approved
Jan. 11,” a statement said. This additional deploy-
ment is for three months, the statement added,
and will bring to 4,350 the total number of troops
at the border.

Their tasks will include “a mobile surveillance
capability through the end of September 2019, as
well as the emplacement of approximately 150

miles of concertina wire between ports of entry.”
The news comes ahead of a February 15 deadline
that President Donald Trump set for Congress to
agree on funding for building a border wall which
he made a key pledge in his election campaign.

The president says that existing sections of
walls should be extended along the border to
stop what he describes as an uncontrolled inva-
sion of criminals. Trump underscored these
claims Sunday. “With Caravans marching through
Mexico and toward our Country, Republicans
must be prepared to do whatever is necessary for
STRONG Border Security,” he tweeted. “Dems
do nothing. If there is no Wall, there is no
Security. Human Trafficking, Drugs and Criminals

of all dimensions - KEEP OUT!”
Democrats, who control the lower house,

have repeatedly rejected Trump’s funding
demands, saying that he has made the wall proj-
ect a political crusade to demonize immigrants
and to satisfy his base. He previously tried to
pressure Congress into backing his idea by
refusing to sign off on budgets for swathes of
the federal government, leading to a five-week
shutdown of some 800,000 government jobs.
The border troop deployment was one of sever-
al issues on which Trump and former defense
secretary Jim Mattis disagreed before he quit in
December after Trump’s shock decision to pull
troops from Syria. — AFP 
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People pray as they lean against the US-Mexico border fence, during the celebration of a religious
service on both sides of the fence in Playas de Tijuana, Baja California state, Mexico. — AFP  


