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hris Pratt has assured fans there will be a third
installment in the ‘Guardians of the Galaxy’
franchise.  The future of ‘Guardians of the
Galaxy Vol. 3’ has been unclear following

director-and-writer James Gunn being fired from the
Marvel Cinematic Universe movie by bosses at Disney
following the emergence of old Twitter posts he made in
which he joked about topics such as rape and child
abuse. Although Gunn has penned a script for the third
film a new director is yet to be found, but Pratt - who
plays Star-Lord in the movies - has “promised” there will
be a new chapter in the superhero sci-fi franchise but he

doesn’t know “exactly what that’s going to look like”.
Speaking to Variety, the ‘Jurassic World’ star said: “I
promise there’ll be a third movie, I don’t know exactly
what that’s going to look like, but I know everyone on
board is just eager to give the fans what they want and
wrap up a trilogy in a meaningful way.” Last year, Adam
McKay confirmed that he was in talks with Marvel
Studios president Kevin Feige about the possibility of
helming the movie but didn’t say whether he will take on
the role or not. ‘Vice’ filmmaker McKay previously said:
“We’ve talked a little bit. Yeah. We were kicking around
the idea of the Inhumans at one point. We’re always kind

of talking. I think Feige is just the greatest and I think
what they’re doing is amazing.” Although Gunn, 52, won’t
be working on ‘Guardians of the Galaxy’ again he has
been in talks to direct DC Comics’ upcoming ‘Suicide
Squad’ sequel after it was previously revealed he was
writing the script for the flick.  The movie is also said to
have been given the title, ‘The Suicide Squad’, and it
looks likely to be a reboot of sorts, rather than a direct
sequel.  Warner Bros have penned the film in for an
August 2021 release.
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Stone ‘begged’
Lanthimos for role
in The Favorite 

mma Stone “basically begged” Yorgos
Lanthimos for her role in ‘The Favorite’.  The
30-year-old actress plays Abigail Masham in
the comedy biopic, the penniless cousin of

Lady Sarah Churchill, played by Rachel Weisz, who
arrives at Hampton Court in 1904 and battle’s her relative
to become a confidante of Olivia Colman’s Queen Anne.
The award-winning movie was directed by acclaimed
filmmaker Yorgos, who was responsible for the 2015
dystopian thriller ‘The Lobster’, and Emma has revealed
the director “never considered” an American actress for
the part before meeting the ‘Easy A’ star and she pleaded
her case. In an interview with Vogue, she said: “I was
getting ready to do ‘La La Land’, Yorgos was like, ‘I’d
never considered meeting an American for the part,’ so I
basically begged.”  Emma has nothing but praise for the
“crazy and funny and dark” world that Yorgos created
with such strong female characters. She said: “How is it
possible that there’s all three of these women in one sto-
ry? So crazy and funny and dark.” Emma herself has
been praised by Olivia, 45, for her work in the movie and
her qualities as a person, saying: “Emma will remain, I
hope, a lifelong friend.” Olivia won the Best Actress in a
Motion Picture Comedy or Musical Golden Globe for her
performance as the British monarch and she is up for the
Best Actress Oscar too at the upcoming Academy
Awards. Emma and Rachel are competing against one
another for the Best Supporting Actress Oscar for their
respective roles and Yorgos is up for Best Director. ‘The
Favorite’ is up for a total of 10 accolades at the 91st
Academy Awards ceremony which takes place at the
Dolby Theatre in Los Angeles on February 24.
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Berlinger defends 

Ted Bundy biopic
oe Berlinger has rubbished claims that
his Ted Bundy biopic glorifies the serial
kil ler.  The director of ‘Extremely
Wicked Shockingly Evil and Vile’ - who

also directed Netflix’s recent hit docu-series ‘The
Ted Bundy Tapes’ - has defended his upcoming
film amid criticism of its portrayal of the murderer,
who charmed his 30 or more female victims before
killing them in the 1970s. He told Bustle: “I think
the idea of this particular story, making a movie
about Bundy, equals glorification of him is a very
naive and knee-jerk reaction.  “Because if you
actually watch the movie, the last thing we’re
doing is glorifying him. He gets his due at the end,
but we’re portraying the experience of how one
becomes a victim to that kind of psychopathic
seduction.”  The crime movie stars Zac Efron as
the magnetic killer and chronicles the crimes of
Ted from the perspective of his long-time girl-
friend Elizabeth Kloepfer, played by Lily Collins,
who refused to believe the truth about him for
years.  Joe, 57, defended the work, saying there
should be “no censoring of subject matter”.
However, he also acknowledged that creating the
film and “making entertainment out of other peo-
ple’s tragedy” is in itself morally questionable. He
said: “I am highly aware of the hypocrisy that I
myself participate in, about the nature of true
crime film-making is that, at the end of the day,
we’re making entertainment out of other people’s
tragedy. “I think there should be no censoring of
subject matter, if it’s done responsibly. And even if
it’s done irresponsibly, people have the right to tell
any story they want to tell.”

J reature from the Black Lagoon’ star Julie
Adams has died at the age of 92. The
American actress - who was born Betty May
Adams on October 17, 1926 - passed away on

Sunday in Los Angeles following her eight-decade span-
ning career which included her unforgettable perform-
ance as damsel in distress Kay Lawrence in Universal’s
iconic 1954 monster movie. ‘Creature from the Black
Lagoon’ tells the story of a group of scientists who dis-
turb a strange amphibious prehistoric beast lurking in the
depths of the Amazonian jungle who they want to cap-
ture. The creature - known as Gill-Man - embarks on a
murder spree and attempts to kidnap Kay after falling in
love with her but is repeatedly shot and fought off by the
film’s heroes. A post on her official Facebook page read:
“We are sad to report that Julie Adams passed away
Sunday, February 3rd in Los Angeles, CA at the age of 92.
In a career that spanned eight decades, she appeared in
fifty films and hundreds of television episodes. She also
starred in more than a dozen plays. She was a wonderful
actress, mother and grandmother. She cherished her fans
and was delighted that so many were enchanted by her
performance in CFTBL - and numerous other projects.
Her book ‘The Lucky Southern Star’ is enjoyed by film
enthusiasts around the world. She is in heaven with the
angels now, and she will live in our hearts forever.” As
well as her most famous role as a scream queen in
‘Creature from the Black Lagoon’, Adams was a regular
on film and television with notable performances in
‘Crooked River’, ‘The Treasure of the Lost Canyon’,
‘Capitol’, ‘The Mississippi Gambler’, ‘The Private War of
Major Benson’ and TV series ‘Murder, She Wrote’, in
which she played Eve Simpson for 10 episodes over six
years. A major Hollywood pin-up at the height of her
career, Universal Studios once declared Adams’ legs “the
most perfectly symmetrical in the world” and insured
them for $125,000 as a publicity stunt for their contract-
ed star. The legacy of ‘Creature from the Black Lagoon’
continues today as the flick was the inspiration for
Guillermo del Toro’s 2017 four-time Oscar-winning film
‘The Shape of Water’, which told the love story between

Sally Hawkins’ mute cleaner Elisa Esposito and the mys-
terious Amphibian Man who is being experimented on at
a secret government laboratory. The 53-year-old
Mexican filmmaker was obsessed with Jack Arnold’s
creature feature as a child but unlike most viewers he
always wanted Adams’ alter ego Kay Lawrence to fall in
love with Gill-Man. Previously speaking to BANG
Showbiz, he said: “For me as a kid, at age six, I watched
‘Creature from the Black Lagoon’ and I always hoped
they would get together. But that was impossible. So it
has taken 57 years to remedy that!”
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Toy Story 4 teaser
introduces new

characters 
new ‘Toy Story 4’ teaser has introduced two

new characters. The latest trailer for the much-
anticipated Disney movie was aired following
the Super Bowl on Sunday and revealed the

identity of the new characters, Bunny and Duckie, who
are voiced by ‘Key & Peele’ stars Jordan Peele and
Keegan-Michael Key. The toys are introduced to the
franchise as prizes to be won at a carnival, where Buzz
Lightyear - who is played by Tim Allen - and Woody -
played by Tom Hanks - are planning to meet. The trailer
also harks back to the original ‘Toy Story’ movie from
1995, opening with Randy Newman’s song ‘You’ve Got a
Friend In Me’. And the first shot is of Woody and Bo Peep
searching for Buzz at the carnival.  The teaser features a
humorous exchange between Buzz and the new charac-
ters, before ending with the movie’s official release date -
June 21 - appearing on screen. Disney previously
revealed that the upcoming movie will focus on Woody’s
relationship with Bo. A synopsis read: “Woody has
always been confident about his place in the world, and
that his priority is taking care of his kid, whether that’s
Andy or Bonnie. “So when Bonnie’s beloved new craft-
project-turned-toy, Forky (Tony Hale), declares himself
as ‘trash’ and not a toy, Woody takes it upon himself to
show Forky why he should embrace being a toy. “But
when Bonnie takes the whole gang on her family’s road
trip excursion, Woody ends up on an unexpected detour
that includes a reunion with his long-lost friend Bo Peep.”
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Disney reportedly
working on two

Zootopia sequels 
isney are reportedly working on two
‘Zootopia’ sequels. Tommy ‘Tiny’ Lister - who
voiced fennec fox Finnick in the animation -
has claimed that the movie, which won Best

Animated Feature at the Oscars in 2017, is set to become
a trilogy with Walt Disney’s Animated Studios reportedly
throwing millions at the franchise. Lister spoke at a fan
event in Ontario, Canada, recently, where he claimed: “I
can tell you for sure I’m doing another ‘Zootopia’ with
Disney. We doing three of them. [There were] three
‘Madagascars’.  “We’re gonna replace that. We’re the
biggest film that Disney is producing.  “The last one was
$240 million.  “This one I’m hearing will be $300 million.
“That’s what they spent on the budget, not the advertis-
ing. But the movie made $2.6 billion, with merchandising
and the box office.” The first movie was directed by
Byron Howard and Rich Moore and raked in over a billion
dollars at the box office.  The original movie reimagines a
world in which humans have never existed, and starred
Jason Bateman as friendly fox Nick Wilde and ‘Once
Upon A Time’ actress Ginnifer Goodwin as Lieutenant
Judy Hopps. The all-star cast also featured the likes of
Shakira, Idris Elba, Kristen Bell and Octavia Spencer. A
Zootopia land was recently announced for the Shanghai
Disneyland in China, proving that the much-loved anima-
tion is still popular. There is no word yet on when the
sequels would begin filming and whether or not the origi-
nal cast would be returning.  Disney are yet to comment
on Lister’s comments.

D

aniel Day-Lewis refused to “acknowledge” Richard
E. Grant for “three months”. The ‘Can You Ever
Forgive Me?’ actor felt like he owed his success to
the Oscar-winning star because he landed his

career-making role in ‘Withnail and I’ after Daniel turned
down the part of Withnail, but his gratitude when they worked
together on ‘The Age of Innocence’ five years later was met
with a minimal response. Recalling how he threw himself to
Daniel’s feet, Richard said: ‘I said, ‘Oh Daniel, I owe you my
career.’ And he said, ‘Arise!’ “Then he didn’t acknowledge me
for the next three months because his character hated my
character and he’s a method actor.  “Michelle Pfeiffer said to
me, ‘It’s nothing that you’ve done personally - this is the way
he works.’ “ Richard is up for the Best Supporting Actor Oscar
for his role in ‘Can You Ever Forgive Me?’. However, the 62-
year-old star is comfortable with the fact he’s expecting
‘Green Book’ star Mahershala Ali to take the honor. He told
Event magazine: “I’m in the honeymoon period right now.
When you haven’t yet been told that it’s not you. So I’m enjoy-
ing the ride, for as long as it lasts.” Despite his busy career, the
‘Spice World’ star always tried to be around for his wife Joan
and their daughter Olivia as much as possible. He said: “I’ve
attempted to keep a rule: never to be away for more than three
weeks. “If I was working in other parts of Europe, I would fly
back at the weekend. More often than not, I was one of the
few fathers who was at the school gate to pick her up. I’ve
asked her if she ever felt that I wasn’t present and she said,
‘What are you talking about?’ I am grateful for that.”— Bang
Showbiz
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