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HONG KONG: As Hong Kong prepares to celebrate the
Year of the Pig, the city is facing its own peculiar porcine
pickle-a furious debate about what to do with its growing
and emboldened wild boar population. Best known for its
densely packed skyscrapers, Hong Kong also boasts large
tracts of subtropical mountains and parkland that host a
thriving number of Eurasian wild pigs. And increasingly
humans and pigs are meeting face to snout. 

Boars have been filmed running alongside vehicles on
roads, jogging down beaches filled with sunbathers, sniff-
ing the tarmac at the city’s international airport-and even
falling through the ceiling of a children’s clothing store.
Easy pickings from rubbish bins and open air barbecue
pits as well as humans deliberately feeding them have
enticed the wild animals to leave their trotter prints across
a growing swathe of the concrete jungle.

The situation has some people rattled. “They are dan-
gerous to pedestrians as they rush down the hill. They
pose threats to the older and the weak, hazards to traffic
and hikers,” local councilor Chan Chit-kwai, who wants to
see steps taken to reduce the wild boar population, told
AFP. “It’s not as easy as those people saying we can all just
live in peace,” he added.

City authorities say the number of sightings and nui-
sance reports caused by boars has more than doubled,
from 294 for all of 2013 to 679 for the January to October
period last year. Injuries have been reported. In October,
two elderly people were bitten by a wild boar near a pub-
lic estate while four months earlier two people needed
stitches after they were attacked near the University of
Hong Kong, local media reported.

The city’s Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation
Department (AFCD) is now considering euthanizing “high
risk” wild boars that are deemed aggressive or have a
record of attacking humans. “In those cases, we would use
drugs to euthanize the wild pigs,” conservation officer
Cheung Ka Shing told reporters. The agency has also ster-
ilized 54 wild pigs who regularly appear near urban areas
and relocated 92 others to more remote locations.

Some local politicians have proposed more active
measures such as introducing predators, legalizing hunting
and even relocating pigs to an uninhabited island-the lat-
ter idea getting short shrift given pigs can swim. 

Not scared   
But many balk at harming the boars. Near the entrance

to Aberdeen Country Park on the main island, a wild boar
family of three is snoozing under warm sunlight-a trio of
elderly Hong Kong residents playing cards just a few
meters away. “I’m not scared. As long as you don’t poke
them or throw things at them, it will be fine,” said 73-year-
old Mr Fung, one of the card-players said.

“They have made the Aberdeen country park an attrac-
tion,” explained another park regular, 70-year-old Mr Lai,
who said he encounters boars often while hiking. “As long as
you don’t attack them, they won’t offend you. It’s too brutal
to kill them,” he added. The AFCD said they do not have an
estimate of the total population of wild pigs in Hong Kong
but country park camera surveys have recorded an increase
in number and a wider spread than 20 year ago.

Experts say the wild boars’ diet is 90 percent plant
based and that they have no need to be fed by humans,
who they would normally avoid. “They shouldn’t come to
people for food, nor to attack. Their aggressive behavior
would be an act of self-defense,” said Chan Po Lam, a
wetland and fauna conservation officer at the AFCD. In
the Aberdeen park a banner warns visitors not to feed
wild animals.

But some ignore it. During AFP’s visit a man scattered
pieces of white bread on the grass, soon drawing a thank-
ful boar from the bush. “I believe people feed wild animals
out of kindness, but it encourages them to hang out in
human communities more often,” said Chan. Veronique
Che, from the Hong Kong Wild Boar Concern Group, says
the animals shouldn’t be blamed for being more visible giv-
en the urban sprawl increasingly encroaches on their natu-
ral habitat. “Many problems related to wild boars are actu-
ally created by humans,” she said.

Just down the road from Aberdeen Country Park is a
public housing estate with residents waiting for buses on a
narrow winding roadside. The local boars have burrowed
under a metal fence separating the forest from the housing
estate to look in the rubbish bins for food. As a group of

boars appeared, locals took photos on their phones while
children greeted their hairy neighbors with excited “oink”
noises. “There should be harmony between human and
wild boars,” Che said. “Humans shouldn’t treat wild boars
as threats, nor as pets.”—AFP 

Hong Kongers divided over 
city’s emboldened wild boars 

Politicians propose to legalize hunting, relocating pigs

Henkel launches ‘Alliance 
to End Plastic Waste’

Global challenges need global solutions - this is why nearly 30 com-
panies from the plastics and consumer goods value chain today
launched the new “Alliance to End Plastic Waste” (AEPW). The

Alliance will develop and bring to scale solutions that will minimize and
manage plastic waste. It will also promote solutions for used plastics by
helping to enable a circular economy. Building on its existing efforts for
sustainability and its commitment for a circular economy, Henkel joined
the Alliance as one of the founding members.  

“As a global consumer goods and industrial company, we at Henkel
want to contribute to ending plastic waste. Developing sustainable solu-
tions for this challenge will only be possible if we engage and collaborate
across the entire value chain - from suppliers, trade partners, consumers
and organizations through to governments,” says Hans Van Bylen, Henkel
CEO and President of the German Chemical Association VCI.  

Commitment across plastic value chain
The Alliance has committed over 1.0 billion US dollars with the goal of

investing 1.5 billion US dollars over the next five years to help end plastic
waste in the environment. Members are chemical and plastic manufactur-
ers, consumer goods companies, retailers, converters, and waste manage-
ment companies - they represent the range of companies that make, use,
sell, process, collect, and recycle plastics. The Alliance has been working
with the World Business Council for Sustainable Development as a
founding strategic partner.  

The global Alliance has the mission to advance solutions to eliminate
plastic waste in the environment, especially in the ocean. Therefore, it will
develop and execute Alliance-sponsored projects along with individual,
company-directed investments that drive progress in four key areas: 

● Infrastructure development to collect and manage waste and
increase recycling

● Innovation to advance and scale new technologies that make recy-
cling and recovering plastics easier and create value from all post-use
plastics 

● Education and engagement of governments, businesses, and com-
munities to mobilize action

● Clean up of concentrated areas of plastic waste already in the envi-
ronment, particularly the major conduits of waste, like rivers, that carry
land-based plastic waste to the sea  

Reinforcing Henkel’s efforts for sustainable packaging
“Our decision to become a founding member in the Alliance reinforces

our commitment to promoting a circular value chain for plastics, as
demonstrated by our strategy and ambitious targets for sustainable
packaging,” says Hans Van Bylen.  

By 2025, 100 percent of Henkel’s packaging will be recyclable,
reusable or compostable. At the same time, 35 percent of the packaging
of Henkel’s consumer products in Europe will include recycled plastics.
To drive progress toward a circular value chain for plastics, Henkel fol-
lows a comprehensive approach.  

Henkel is engaged in several cross-industry initiatives to drive innova-
tion in packaging development and to find effective solutions which can
be implemented on a large scale. The company is member of the New
Plastics Economy (NPEC), an initiative led by the Ellen MacArthur
Foundation that brings key stakeholders together to redesign the future
of plastics. NPEC is aiming to build momentum toward a plastics system
based on the “circular economy” principle.  

When developing more sustainable solutions for its product packag-
ing, Henkel closely collaborates with partners along the value chain.
Alongside its own innovations, Henkel recently invested 5 million British
pounds into an impact fund from Circularity Capital to further promote a
circular economy.  

Henkel also supports different organizations and initiatives which drive
progress for the improvement of recycling infrastructure allowing for a
circular economy. Since 2017, the Plastic Bank is an important strategic
partner for Henkel. The social enterprise offers solutions to both the envi-
ronmental problems of plastic waste and the social challenges posed by
poverty and the lack of employment opportunities. The local communities
can return collected plastic waste and exchange it for money, goods, or
services. In this way, value is created from plastic and it does not end up
in the waterways or oceans. Henkel has already successfully integrated
this so-called Social Plastic into selected packaging.  

Progress toward sustainability in packaging will only be possible if
stakeholders from all stages in the packaging value chain work together.
This is why Henkel also drives initiatives to raise customers’ and con-
sumers’ awareness of the need to use resources like plastic responsibly,
to enable them to help create a closed circle for plastics. Therefore, the
company has set itself the goal to reach more than 1 billion consumers
with targeted information on recycling.     

Stark warning 
on melting 
Himalayan glaciers
KATHMANDU: Two-thirds of Himalayan glaciers,
the world’s “Third Pole”, could melt by 2100 if glob-
al emissions are not reduced, scientists warned in a
major new study issued Monday. And even if the
“most ambitious” Paris Agreement goal of limiting
global warming to 1.5 degrees Celsius is achieved,
one-third of the glaciers would go, according to the
Hindu Kush Himalaya Assessment.

Glaciers in the Hindu Kush-Himalaya (HKH)
region are a critical water source for some 250 mil-
lion people in the mountains as well as to 1.65 billion
others in the river valleys below, the report said. The
glaciers feed 10 of the world’s most important river
systems, including the Ganges, Indus, Yellow,
Mekong and Irrawaddy, and directly or indirectly
supply billions of people with food, energy, clean air
and income.

Impacts on people from their melting will range
from worsened air pollution to more extreme
weather, while lower pre-monsoon river flows will
throw urban water systems and food and energy
production off-kilter, the study warned. As the gla-
ciers shrink, hundreds of risky glacial lakes that
could burst and unleash floods have formed in the
foothills of the mountains, which include giants

such as Everest and K2. The new report was pub-
lished by the Kathmandu-based International
Centre for Integrated Mountain Development (ICI-
MOD) in Nepal, one of eight countries on the front
line. Five years in the making, it involved more than
350 researchers and policy experts, 185 organiza-
tions, 210 authors, 20 review editors and 125 exter-
nal reviewers.

“Global warming is on track to transform the

frigid, glacier-covered mountain peaks... cutting
across eight countries to bare rocks in a little less
than a century,” Philippus Wester of ICIMOD, who
led the report, said in a statement. “This is the cli-
mate crisis you haven’t heard of.” The region would
require up to $4.6 billion per year by 2030 to
adapt to climate change, rising to as much as $7.8
billion per year by 2050, according to an estimate
in the report. — AFP 

Scientists use
drones to 
monitor 
whale health
SYDNEY: “Thar she blows!” The old cry of
sailors sighting a whale’s waterspout is tak-
ing on new meaning as scientists turn to
drones, or unmanned aerial vehicles, to
gather samples of the fluids exhaled by the
huge mammals and track their health.
Marine researcher Vanessa Pirotta of
Sydney’s Macquarie University, says a
drone has been used for the first time to
collect whale mucus from humpback whales
at sea in a technique that could help moni-
tor the health of whales around the world.

“We’re collecting...that visible plume of
spray rising from the whale’s blowhole, as
they come to the surface to breathe, “she
said Television. “This approach may ulti-
mately enable a better understanding of
the patterns and drivers of disease emer-
gence in wild populations,” Pirotta and
eight co-authors say in a paper published

in an online open-access journal, Viruses.
The scientists collected whale blow sam-
ples from 19 humpback whales during the
2017 annual northward migration from
Antarctica to northern Australia, they
added. The spray is collected in a petri dish
attached to the top of a quadcopter drone,
with a flip-lid opened by the craft’s pilot as
the drone flies above the whale.

The method is less invasive than using a
boat to get close and collecting samples on a
pole, Pirotta said, and represents an advance
over past techniques that depended on sam-
ples from stranded whales or those killed for
the purpose. The whale spray collected by a
drone contains DNA, proteins, lipids and
types of bacteria. “We can collect bacteria,
in my case, to look at the types of bacteria
living in whale lungs for an assessment of
whale health,” Pirotta said. In this way,
drones serve as an early-warning detection
system to monitor potential changes in
whales’ health. “We can adapt this method to
other whale populations around the world
not doing so well, like the North Atlantic
right whale,” Pirotta added. An international
ban on whaling took effect in 1986, but
Japan, which says eating whale is part of its
culture, last year said it would resume com-
mercial whaling from July in its waters and
exclusive economic zone. — Reuters

HONG KONG: In this picture, a group of men play a game at a table as a wild boar walks past in Hong Kong’s
Aberdeen Park. — AFP photos

KATHMANDU: This file picture shows a view of the Lirung Glacier in the Lantang Valley, some 60km
northwest of Kathmandu. — AFP

Obesity-linked cancers 
on the rise in young adults
PARIS: A sharp increase in the rate of obesity-linked cancers among
young adults in the United States could foreshadow a reversal in the
overall decline in cancer mortality, researchers warned yesterday. In a
sweeping study covering two-thirds of the US population, they
showed that half a dozen cancers for which obesity is a known risk
factor became more frequent from 1995 to 2015 among women and
men under 50. The younger the age bracket, the more quickly these
cancers gained ground, they reported in The Lancet, a medical jour-
nal. During the period examined, the incidence of pancreatic cancer,
for example, increased by about one percent per year for adults aged
45 to 49. Among 30 to 34-year-olds, the average annual percent
increase was more than twice that high. And among 25 to 29-year-
olds, the rate jumped by 4.4 percent per year.

Comparing five-year age brackets from 25 to 80, the annual hike
was similarly highest among the 25 to 29 cohort for four other obesi-
ty-linked cancers: kidney (6.23 percent), gallbladder (3.71 percent),
uterine, and colon. “Our findings expose a recent change that could
serve as a warning of an increased burden of obesity-related cancers
to come in older adults,” said co-author Ahmedin Jemal of the
American Cancer Society, USA. Obesity has more than doubled in the
United States over the last four decades. 

Mortality could rise    
It has also risen sharply in other rich nations and, more recently,

the developing world. Today, some two billion people are overweight
or obese. With few exceptions, cancer has been seen as a disease of
ageing. Indeed, the researchers note that the number of new cancer
cases reported remains much higher in older age brackets, even if the
rate of increase is now highest among young adults. 

Two pancreatic cancer cases, for example, were diagnosed among
every 100,000 24 to 49-year-olds from 2010 to 2014, compared to
37 cases for every 100,000 people aged 50 to 84.  Overall, the num-
ber of people in the United States who succumb to cancer has
declined. From 1980 to 2014 — when cancer claimed some 20 million
lives-mortality dropped by 20 percent, from 240 to 192 deaths per
100,000 people, due in part to reduced tobacco use.

“But in the future, obesity could reverse that progress,” Jemal cau-
tioned. “Obesity is now one of the most preventable causes of cancer
in the US and UK-around 1 in 12 cases in the US are caused by
excess weight, and more than 1 in 20 in the UK.” Building on earlier
research suggesting a link between obesity and more frequent colon
cancers in young adults, Jamel and colleagues analyzed all cancer
cases from 1995 to 2015 in 25 US states home to 67 percent of the
population.  — AFP

SYDNEY: A humpback whale breaches off the coast at Clovelly Beach in Sydney,
Australia. —Reuters


