
Kuwait Amir’s 8th 
Int’l Shooting 
Grand Prix kicks 
off next Saturday
KUWAIT: Head of Kuwait and Arab Shooting
Federations Duaij Al-Otaibi said more than 420 shoot-
ers from 42 Arab and foreign countries will participate
at the Amir’s 8th International Shooting Grand Prix,
which will start next Saturday at the Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Olympic Shooting Complex. Al-Otaibi, who
chairs the organizing committee, said in a press confer-
ence held on Sunday His Highness the Amir’s support of
the Grand Prix made the championship one of the
important tournaments on the calendar of the
International Federation, featuring the world’s most
sharp shooters.

Al-Otaibi stressed Kuwaiti shooters’ readiness to
compete in the tournament, pointing out that the

Shooting Club is also working on preparing its young
players to develop their skills for future competitions.
He praised the support of His Highness the Amir Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah which contributed
to the superiority of Kuwaiti shooters who were making
remarkable achievements in the international events. For
his part, the club’s secretary general Obaid Al-Osaimi
said that the Organizing Committee was preparing all

fields to be ready for the competitions. He welcomed all
Gulf, Arab and foreign delegations to the tournament.

The Head of the African Shooting Federation Hazem
Hosni noted that the tournament will witness the partici-
pation of some of the best shooters in the African conti-
nent. Hosni pointed out that Kuwait hosted several Afro-
Asian championships, noting the efforts of Al-Otaibi in
developing the Arab shooting sport. — KUNA

CANBERRA: A resurgent Mitchell Starc took five
wickets as Australia wrapped up a confidence-boosting
2-0 series thrashing of Sri Lanka yesterday, with the
tourists skittled for 149 in the second Test at Canberra.

In front of a sparse crowd on day four, Sri Lanka
resumed on 17 without loss, needing a daunting 516 to
win and ending 366 short. There was little resistance
from the under-strength visitors who wilted under a
pace onslaught led by spearhead Starc, who ended
with 5-46 and took 10 wickets in the game as he
emphatically bounced back from a lean spell.

“It’s nice to get some reward. I’ve said all summer
this group has been working really hard,” said skipper
Tim Paine. “I think we’re starting to build towards
something so it’s great to get some reward for the work

we’ve been putting in.”
He was especially pleased with his bowlers, who

worked well as a unit. “The wicket didn’t offer a lot but
they kept smacking away and bowled beautifully. For
our group to get some belief out of this will be excel-
lent moving forward.”

Paine set the big run chase after declaring Australia’s
second innings at 196 for three, following their mam-
moth first innings 534 for five declared. Sri Lanka were
bowled out for 215 in reply.

“We were outplayed as a team in all departments,”
Sri Lankan skipper Dinesh Chandimal said. “Credit
goes to Australia. They have played some outstanding
cricket throughout the series,” he added. 

“It was really tough. Especially in the last six months
we couldn’t get the right combination to finalise our
best XI.” Dimuth Karunaratne and Lahiru Thirimanne
had survived a tough six overs on Sunday ahead of
stumps, and they resumed with hopes high of taking
the game into a fifth day to provide momentum ahead
of an upcoming Test tour to South Africa.

But Karunaratne failed to add to his overnight eight
with Starc, bowling at close to 145 kph (90 mph), clip-
ping his leg bail in only the third over of the day. It was
a big blow with the experienced opener their best
batsman in the first innings before he was struck in the
head by a Pat Cummins bouncer.

Chandimal also failed to deliver, struggling against
the speed and bounce of a fired-up Starc, bowling at
perhaps his best over the past year. He poked at an
away swinger and was caught at slip for four by
Marnus Labuschagne, capping a miserable series in
which he managed just 24 runs in two Tests.

Niroshan Dickwella, promoted to number four
from his usual six, was building a handy partnership
before Thirimanne was removed by Cummins for 30.
Thirimanne tried to fend off a short ball but it rico-
cheted off his bat and Cummins took an athletic
diving catch.

It went from bad to worse with Dickwella bowled by
Starc for 27 just before lunch and Kusal Perera, cleared
to play after taking a hit on the helmet on Sunday, out
for a golden duck next ball.

Dhananjaya de Silva fell soon after the break and
while young gun Kusal Mendis added a brisk 42, the
tail soon folded. 

It extended a dire run of Test results for troubled Sri
Lanka, who were missing their three injured strike
bowlers in Canberra. They have now lost a home series
to England 3-0, then away to New Zealand 1-0 to go
with their two defeats in Australia.

Australia won the first Test in Brisbane by an innings
and 40 runs and end their summer on a high after los-
ing an intense home series against top-ranked India.

While they were outplayed by Virat Kohli’s men, they at
least broke a century drought stretching back to
October in Canberra, with Joe Burns, Travis Head,
Kurtis Patterson and Usman Khawaja all cashing in.

Their knocks put them in prime position for the
Ashes tour to England-their next Test assignment later
this year, where champion seam bowlers Jimmy
Anderson and Stuart Broad await. Starc’s Canberra
performance cemented his place in the side, while
Richardson emerged as a handy compliment to fellow
pace bowlers Josh Hazlewood and Cummins. — AFP

S p o r t s Tuesday, February 5, 2019

26 Established 1961 

Smith and Warner
to play ‘huge’ 
part in Ashes
series: Paine
CANBERRA: Skipper Tim Paine yesterday said he
expects the banned Steve Smith and David Warner
to play “a huge” role in this year’s Ashes series
against England, with Australia now in “a really good
place.” After a torrid 12 months marred by the ball-
tampering row and poor form without their top
stars, Australia ended their summer on a high by
emphatically winning two Tests against Sri Lanka. 

They claimed the first in Brisbane by an innings
and 40 runs and the second in Canberra by 366
runs, following a tough home series defeat to top-
ranked India.

Smith and Warner’s bans for their role in trying to
alter the ball in South Africa expire late next month
and they are widely expected to quickly return to
the national set-up. “I think everyone to a degree
has to earn their stripes. I think those two have got
plenty of runs in the bank if you like,” Paine said
when asked if they could slot straight back in.

“Look, I see us going to the Ashes and them hav-
ing a huge part in us winning the series. That’s how I
see how important they are to this team.  “We know
how good they are and hopefully once their bans
are up they’ll be welcomed back and they will win
Test matches like they did before.” 

Without the experienced pair, Australia strug-
gled. But at least they broke a century drought
stretching back to October in Canberra, with Joe
Burns, Travis Head, Kurtis Patterson and Usman
Khawaja all cashing in. Their knocks put them in
prime position for the Ashes against an England side
reeling from an embarrassing capitulation in the
West Indies. Following a 381-run defeat by the hosts
in the first Test in Barbados last month, England suf-
fered a 10-wicket thrashing in Antigua on Saturday
to lose the three-match series 2-0.

With the imminent return of Warner and Smith,
there are now question marks over Marcus Harris
and number four Marnus Labuschagne.   

Harris struggled in Canberra on a batting-friendly
wicket as fellow opener Burns hit 180, while
Labuschagne managed just six and four in his two
innings. Khawaja’s snapping of a run drought is
widely seen as being enough for him to remain at
first drop, with Head’s 161 and 59 not out sealing his
place at number five. Paine said he has a “fair idea”
of what the Ashes team might look like.

“What we have seen over this summer is we are
starting to build a squad with plenty of depth.
There’s probably anywhere between 16 and 25 play-
ers we think are now in the mix, which is a really
good place to be,” he added. 

For Paine, heading to England, and as skipper, is
something that has been on his mind for months.
“I’ve been dreaming about it actually,” he said. “I’m
happy now that we’ve got this (Sri Lanka series) out
of the way and I can put everything into it because
every Australian cricketer can’t wait to go and play
an Ashes series, particularly in England.” —AFP

Starc on fire as Australia 
thrash S Lanka to win series

Tourists skittled for 149 in second Test at Canberra

CANBERRA: Australian players pose with the winning trophy after defeating Sri Lanka’s in the second Test cricket
match between Australia and Sri Lanka at the Manuka Oval Cricket Ground in Canberra yesterday. —AFP

SCOREBOARD

Sri Lanka 2nd innings (overnight 17-0)
D. Karunaratne b Starc                                                     8 
L. Thirimanne c & b Cummins                                          30
D. Chandimal c Labuschagne b Starc                              4
N. Dickwella b Starc                                                         27
K. Mendis c Patterson b Lauschagne                              42
K. Perera  c Paine b Starc                                                 0
D. de Silva c Head b Richardson                                      6
C. Karunaratne c Paine b Cummins                                  22 
D. Perera c Paine b Cummins                                            4
K. Rajitha not out                                                              2
V. Fernando b Starc                                                           0
Extras (lb1, b1, w2)                                                            4
Total: (10 wickets; 51 overs)                                             149

Fall of wickets: 1-18 (D. Karunaratne), 2-28 (Chandimal), 3-58
(Thirimanne), 4-83 Dickwella, 5-83 (K. Perera), 6-97 (De Silva),
7-143 (Mendis), 8-143 (C. Karunaratne), 9-148 (D. Perera), 10-
149 (Fernando)     
Bowling: Starc 18-2-46-5, Richardson 9-1-29-1, Lyon 13-1-51-
0, Cummins 8-2-15-3, Lauschagne 3-1-6-1.

Scoreboard at the conclusion of the second Test between
Australia and Sri Lanka in Canberra on day four yesterday:
Australia 1st innings 534-5 dec (J. Burns 180, T. Head 161, K.
Patterson 114 no; Fernando 3-126).  
Sri Lanka 1st innings 215 (D. Karunaratne 59; M. Starc 5-54)
Australia 2nd innings 196-3 dec (U. Khawaja 101 no, T. Head 59
no; Rajitha 2-64)

Rask helps
Bruins 
solve Capitals
WASHINGTON: David Krejci gave
Boston the lead in the second period,
and goalie Tuukka Rask made 24 saves
as the visiting Bruins ended a long string
of frustration against Washington with a
1-0 victory over the Capitals in a Sunday
matinee. For Boston, this victory
snapped a 14-game losing streak against
Washington. The Bruins also had
dropped three in a row and five of their
last six games, and Rask became the
franchise’s all-time leader in wins (253).
It was Rask’s second game back after
being out since Jan. 19 due to a concus-
sion. Boston played from the start like it
was determined to end its skid against
the Capitals. The Bruins out-shot
Washington 39-24, getting 15 shots in
each of the first two periods. Alex
Ovechkin rejoined the Washington line-
up for this game. He sat out the last one
after being suspended for skipping the
All-Star Game, but the Capitals could
not do much on offense.

FLAMES 4, HURRICANES 3
Three players who were with Carolina

last season scored for Calgary in a vic-
tory over their former team in Raleigh,
N.C. Former Hurricanes Elias Lindholm,
Derek Ryan and Noah Hanifin each had
a goal, providing the team with enough
offense so that coach Bill Peters’ return
to Raleigh was a happy homecoming for
all of them. Peters left his Carolina
coaching position in the summer to
become the coach of the Flames, while
Lindholm and Hanifin were acquired in a

trade later in the offseason. Dougie
Hamilton, who was part of the offseason
trade with Calgary, scored for the
Hurricanes, who had a four-game points
streak snapped.

CANADIENS 4, OILERS 3 (OT)
Jonathan Drouin scored the game-

winning goal 58 seconds into overtime as
Montreal downed Edmonton. Drouin took
the puck from behind Montreal’s goal and
rushed the length of the ice down the
right side. The speedy winger then cut left
at the right circle and fired in his 15th
goal. Max Domi had a goal and an assist,
and Shea Weber and Jesperi Kotkaniemi
also scored for the Canadiens, who
improved to 6-1-1 in their last eight.
Edmonton’s Leon Draisaitl scored twice
and Connor McDavid tallied for the 31st
time. Ryan Nugent-Hopkins and Darnell
Nurse each posted two assists for the
Oilers, who have lost five straight (0-3-2)
and blew a third-period lead for the sec-
ond time in two days. — Reuters

MONTREAL:  Goaltender Carey Price #31 of the Montreal Canadiens makes a stick save
near teammate Shea Weber #6 against the Edmonton Oilers during the NHL game at the
Bell Centre on Sunday in Montreal, Quebec, Canada. -—AFP

Windies captain 
Holder banned for 
slow over-rate
DUBAI: West Indies captain Jason Holder has been sus-
pended for the third and final Test against England due to
his team’s slow over-rate during their victory in Antigua last
week, the ICC announced yesterday.

Cricket’s governing body banned Holder, despite the
hosts playing four seamers and the regular fall of wickets as
England were bowled out for 187 and 132. The ICC said in a
statement that the Windies were two overs short of their

target for the match.
Holder was previously found guilty of a slow over-rate

during his team’s third Test defeat by Sri Lanka last June.
“(Match referee) Jeff Crowe... imposed the suspension on
Holder after the Windies were ruled to be two overs short
of their target after time allowances were taken into consid-
eration,” the ICC said.

The 27-year-old all-rounder, who has taken seven wick-
ets and scored 229 runs in the series so far, was also fined
40 percent of his match fee, while all the other Windies
players were fined 20 percent each.

The Windies, who also thrashed England by 381 runs in
the first Test, have sparked hopes of an upturn in form with
their excellent performances against a side ranked five
places higher than them at third in the Test rankings. The
final Test in St Lucia starts on Saturday, with the Caribbean
side looking for a famous series whitewash. — AFP


