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After New York, the fashion world descends on
London Friday for more than 80 catwalk shows
over five days-just weeks before Britain is due

to leave the European Union, creating potential
headaches for the industry. Italian designer Riccardo
Tisci, formerly of Givenchy, will be showing off his sec-
ond Burberry collection. He took over from Christopher
Bailey in March 2018 with the mission of giving the
venerable company a new lease on life.

The British institution, founded in 1856, reported
mixed sales at the end of last year compared with those
achieved in recent years, and hopes its women’s

autumn-winter 2019-20 collection will kick-start the
engine. The designer declared his ambitions in Vogue,
saying he wanted to “sustain the Burberry heritage”
but “go with the times, with modernity”. Tisci’s show
takes place today, February 17 at 1700 GMT.

The time is no coincidence, with 17 being the
favorite number of the Italian, who left his family to
begin his fashion career aged 17. Fashion Week will get
also get a first glimpse of Victoria Beckham’s new col-
lection today. Beckham’s chic and sober designs are
more used to gracing the New York catwalks, but she
celebrated her brand’s tenth anniversary last year by

presenting in London for the first time. 

Public gets first invite
Four of Britain’s leading designers-Roksanda, J.W.

Anderson, Christopher Kane and David Koma-are to
reveal their new collections tomorrow. The first two
days will feature shows from young talents including
Matty Bovan, Ashley Williams, Molly Goddard, Simone
Rocha and from the model, designer and TV presenter
Alexa Chung. This year will be the first time that mem-
bers of the public will be able to attend the event, which
is usually reserved for buyers, journalists and VIPs.

“The industry is anxious and worried and uncer-
tainty is never good for the mood of anyone, let
alone an industry based on freedom of movement,”
Tamara Cincik, founder and CEO of consultancy
firm Fashion Roundtable, said. “Retail is already
dealing with huge losses to footfall on the high
street with the growth of online sales outlets. No
deal will mean that we are stuck at borders or goods
won’t get in.”—AFP 

New-look Burberry tops the bill at London Fashion Week

Models present creations from Canadian born designer Mark Fast during their 2019 Autumn / Winter London Fashion Week in London.

British designer A
Sai Ta acknowl-
edges the crowd
during his 2019
Autumn/ Winter
London collection.

Models present creations from British designer A Sai Ta during their 2019 Autumn / Winter London Fashion Week in London.


