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“Yes, Bashar the criminal may win, he may triumph in the
face of the colluding international community,” he wrote.
“But he has not and will not defeat the will of the free Syrian
people.” He said a solution in Syria required “a real political
transition and holding the criminals to account”.

Endless rounds of UN-brokered peace talks have
failed to stem the bloodshed and have been overtaken
by a parallel track led by Moscow, Tehran and rebel
backer Ankara. The armed opposition is faring no
better on the ground. In Idlib, rebels and militants
have been hemmed in by a buffer zone under a
September deal between Russia and Turkey to avert a
massive regime offensive there. It was the latest
agreement to be reached under the Russia-Iran-
Turkey negotiations track.

Analyst Nawar Oliver said the opposition - both
political and armed - was in dire straits. “The military
opposition has no choice except to follow what is
decided on an international level,” said the analyst at
the Turkey-based Omran Center. It must do this “to
preserve what it still has”, he said. Naji Mustafa, a
spokesman for the Turkey-backed National Liberation
Front rebel group in Idlib, said the international com-
munity had dropped the Syrian opposition. “The revo-
lution has been orphaned,” said the 38-year-old, who
defected from the Syrian army in 2012. “The whole
world abandoned it.”

But in the town of Azaz, close to the Turkish border,
lawyer and human rights activist Muthana Nasser was
determined years of death and destruction would not
go to waste. “The sacrifices and suffering of Syrians
will not be in vain,” he said. Whatever the final out-
come, “I will tell my children when they grow up about
the greatest revolution in contemporary history,” said
the father of three. I will recount “how the international
community watched the bloodshed of innocents only
to denounce it and not intervene to stop the mas-
sacres,” he said. — AFP 
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Romney said last month - when Trump abruptly
announced he was pulling US troops out of Syria, and
Mattis resigned in protest - was particularly disturbing. 

“The Trump presidency made a deep descent in
December,” he wrote. Romney said he will treat Trump
as he would any president, either in or outside his party.
“I do not intend to comment on every tweet or fault,” he
wrote. “But I will speak out against significant state-
ments or actions that are divisive, racist, sexist, anti-
immigrant, dishonest or destructive to democratic insti-
tutions.” Republican National Committee Chair Ronna
McDaniel criticized Romney on Twitter, calling his essay
an “attack” on Trump that was “disappointing and
unproductive.” McDaniel is Romney’s niece. — Agencies 
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cargo train and there’s a trailer involved in the acci-
dent.” Sixteen other passengers were hurt in the acci-
dent, but police said none had life-threatening injuries.
Police said the drivers of both trains were being ques-
tioned and video surveillance footage of the bridge was
being examined to determine the cause of the accident.
Divers were also searching the waters under the bridge
for debris that might provide clues.

Images from the scene showed the cargo train
standing still on the tracks, the tarpaulin covers of its
carriages torn open in places to reveal jumbled cases of
beer, while the metal tracks appeared mangled in
places. An unidentified object - presumably the truck
trailer - could be seen lying across the front of the pas-
senger train on another track. Rail operator DSB said
six people died in the accident, which occurred around
7:30 am (0630 GMT) on the Great Belt Bridge con-
necting the islands of Zealand, where Copenhagen is
located, and Funen. There were 131 passengers and
three crew on board.

HH the Amir of Kuwait Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah yesterday sent a cable of condolences
to Queen Margrethe of Denmark over the victims of the
train crash. In the cable, the Amir extended his condo-
lences over the tragic accident, wishing the injured
speedy recovery. HH the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and HH the Prime
Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah
sent similar cables to the Danish queen. National
Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem also sent a
cable of condolences to Speaker of the Danish parlia-
ment Pia Kjersgaard, expressing his deepest sorrow
and grief. 

Passenger Heidi Langberg Zumbusch had just

boarded the train and taken her seat when the accident
happened. “There was a loud crash and the windows
started smashing onto our heads. We went flying down
onto the floor, and then the train stopped,” she told DR.
“We were lucky. The people in the carriage in front of
us were not so lucky,” she said, adding that her fellow
passengers told her they saw the side of that carriage
had been ripped off.

Prime Minister Lars Lokke Rasmussen sent condo-
lences to the families of the victims. “Regular Danes on
their way to work or on their way home after the holi-
days have had their lives torn apart. It’s deeply sadden-
ing. My thoughts are with the victims and their fami-
lies,” he said. A Funen police spokesman told reporters
he could not provide details of the accident, but added:
“We know that an object hit the train.” Another passen-
ger, 19-year-old Simon Voldsgaard Tondering, told dai-
ly Politiken that the train suddenly began to shake vio-
lently. “I looked out the window and there were sparks
flying up the side of the train. And then all the windows
broke and shards of glass flew over us and panels broke
loose. And then everything went black,” he said. “We
had to walk over dead bodies lying under the wreckage
to help” survivors get out.

Strong winds were reported across Scandinavia
overnight Tuesday to yesterday, causing power out-
ages, bridge closures and ferry cancellations. Water
levels near Funen were 1.4 to 1.65 m above normal yes-
terday, according to the Danish meteorological institute
DMI. The Great Belt link consists of a road suspension
bridge and a railway tunnel between Zealand and the
small island of Sprogo, with a bridge for both road and
rail traffic between Sprogo and Funen. It is the third-
longest suspension bridge in the world, measuring 1.6
km along its main span, and the longest outside Asia.

The bridge was closed for several hours due to the
accident. Car traffic later resumed while rail traffic was
to remain shut in both directions for the rest of the day.
Yesterday’s accident was Denmark’s deadliest train
incident since 1988 when eight people were killed and
72 injured when a train derailed at high speed in Soro,
on Zealand. — AFP 
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in India, and the Raymond Group today claims to be
the world’s biggest producer of high-quality worsted
wool suits. It is yet another success story for one of
South Asia’s great entrepreneurial families - different
branches of the Singhania family have interests in
cement, dairy and tech. India ranks third in the world
for the number of family owned conglomerates, behind
China and the United States, according to a recent
Credit Suisse report.

And with more than its fair share of power struggles
and a new generation itching to take control, some ana-
lysts say the country needs more global corporate stan-
dards to better govern such businesses. It may help avoid
the kind of sparring that happened in the Ambani family.
Mukesh Ambani, currently Asia’s richest man, fought with
his brother Anil for years over the Reliance conglomerate
after their father Dhirubhai died without leaving a will.
Hostilities were far more intense between liquor and
property baron Ponty Chadha and his brother Hardeep,
who killed each other in a 2012 shootout as they fought
over their company. And assault accusations have flown
between billionaires Shivinder and Malvinder Singh as
they battle for the family pharmaceutical empire.

Vijaypat Singhania’s troubles started after he handed
over his 37-percent controlling stake in 2015. Under a
2007 agreement to settle a separate family tussle,
Vijaypat says he was supposed to receive an apartment
in the Singhania family’s 36-storey JK House in the
upmarket Malabar Hill area of Mumbai, India’s financial
capital. The price agreed was far below the market val-
ue of the flat - which is in the tens of millions of dollars
- and Gautam advised the Raymond board against sell-
ing a valuable company asset.

As the feud escalated, the board also took away
Vijaypat’s “chairman emeritus” title, accusing him of
using abusive language in letters to the company. And
he claims he was physically removed from his office
and his possessions - including a Padma Bhushan, one
of India’s top civilian honors - were stolen. Vijaypat,

who says he has not spoken to his son in two years,
now plans to test a recent Indian court ruling that
allows parents to take back gifted property from their
children under a 2007 law if they do not have their
basic needs met.

He describes handing Raymond over to Gautam as
“the height of stupidity”, and the start of a campaign to
oust him from the 93-year-old business he once
helmed. “I would advise parents everywhere not to
make the mistake of giving away all your savings to
your children during your lifetime,” said the elder
Singhania, an accomplished aviator who in 2005 set the
world record for the highest flight in a hot air balloon.

But Gautam has said he was simply doing his job. “It
was the right thing to do. My responsibility as a son is
different from as chairman of Raymond. Here is a board
member (Vijaypat) who is using his position of the
board to take company assets,” Gautam told India’s
Economic Times last year. “I am the victim. What have I
done wrong?” Raymond Group has apparently not suf-
fered from the dispute. It reported a 50-percent profit
rise for the second quarter of 2018, recently opened a
major factory in Ethiopia, and is now exporting to more
than 55 countries.

India’s corporate family quarrels need to be
addressed, according to Pranav Sayta, a partner at the
Ernst and Young consultants. “The business environ-
ment today is far more complex and the stakes are
much higher,” he said. “Culturally too, youngsters today
are more impatient and they want to have a say in the
business affairs. Some global best practices have not
been implemented fully in India,” particularly on sepa-
rating ownership from management, he added.

And as was the case with the Ambanis and the
Chadhas, succession and family politics are often at the
core of these bitter disputes. “Family feuds were always
there but in light of these factors their probability has
gone up several notches now,” said Sayta. “The need to
adopt best practices and put in place a clear and robust
succession plan is more critical today.” A new style of
management made all the difference at Raymond,
Gautam Singhania claims. “The whole game for me
changed when I took shareholding control from my
father,” he told the Economic Times. “I could take a lot
of decisions to enhance growth which I was not able to
do earlier.” — AFP 
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hardliners turning violent. But in a surprise predawn
operation yesterday that was heralded by activists but
that enraged conservative devotees, police enabled two
women to penetrate the temple and then leave again
undetected, officials confirmed. Video images showed
the 42-year-old women, Kanaka Durga and Bindu
Ammini, wearing black tunics with their heads bowed as
they rushed in. “We did not enter the shrine by climbing
the 18 holy steps but went through the staff gate,” one of
the women later told reporters.

As soon as news of yesterday’s breach spread, the
temple head priest ordered the shrine closed for a purifi-
cation ritual. It reopened after around an hour. Later
clashes were reported between scores of people chanti-
ng slogans in front of the state parliament in Kerala’s
state capital Thiruvananthapuram. Some reportedly set
fire to tyres. The standoff petered out around five hours
later after police intervened. Five female protesters who
tried to barge into the state parliament were arrested.

Journalists were also assaulted in
Thiruvananthapuram and in the city of Kollam while
clashes were reported elsewhere. Police with batons
charged at demonstrators who were trying to enforce a
shutdown of shops and businesses in the area called for
by the Sabarimala temple hierarchy. Public bus services
were suspended after protesters blocked their path and
pelted vehicles with stones.

Modi’s government did not immediately react to
news of the women entering the temple, but activists
celebrated. “Watching the visuals of them making their
way into the shrine makes me cry in joy - how long it
has taken for us to claim space, to write our way into
history,” wrote feminist author Meena Kandasamy on
Twitter. “This is a good beginning for women in the new
year,” said activist Trupti Desai.

The possibility of more confrontations was raised by
a call from an umbrella group of rightwing Hindu
groups in Kerala, the Sabarimala Karma Samithi, which
is supported by the BJP, for a state-wide protest strike
today. The BJP called for protesters to be peaceful.

Earlier, the Kerala state president of the BJP described
the women’s visit as “a conspiracy by the atheist rulers
to destroy the Hindu temples”. The party’s state presi-
dent, P S Sreedharan Pillai, told TV channels the BJP
would “support the struggles against the destruction of
faith by the Communists”. “Let all the devotees come
forward and protest this,” he said.

Officials from the main opposition Congress party in
the state, in a rare alignment with their main rival for
power at the national level, the BJP, also called for
protests. “This is treachery ... The government will have
to pay the price for the violation of the custom,” K
Sudhakaran, vice-president of the Kerala Pradesh
Congress Committee, said in a statement.

The state government defended its decision to pro-
tect the women as they went into the temple, saying it
was a matter of civil rights. “I had earlier made it clear
that the government will provide protection if any
women come forward to enter the temple,” said Kerala
chief minister Pinarayi Vijayan. Vijayan told a news con-
ference the women faced no obstruction yesterday. It
was not immediately clear how they managed to avoid
devotees guarding the temple.

September’s verdict was the latest progressive ruling
from the court, with judges also overturning bans on
gay sex and adultery last year - posing a challenge to
Modi’s traditionalist BJP. In rare comments regarding
the Sabarimala temple on Tuesday, Modi - running for a
second term in elections later this year - appeared to
support the ban, saying the matter was related to tradi-
tion. “There are some temples which have their own
traditions, where men can’t go. And men don’t go,”
Modi told Indian media.

The restriction on women at Sabarimala, situated
on top of a 915-m hill in a tiger reserve that takes
hours to climb, reflects a belief - not exclusive to
Hinduism - that menstruating women are impure.
Traditionalists argue also that the temple deity,
Ayyappa, was celibate. Repeated efforts by women to
enter the temple since September have been angrily
rebuffed by Hindu devotees with police having to step
in to escort them away to safety. The Supreme Court
is to start hearing a legal challenge to its ruling on Jan
22. Women are still barred from a handful of Hindu
temples in India. The entry of women at Sabarimala
was taboo for generations and formalized by the
Kerala High Court in 1991. — Agencies 
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we received a valid legal request - and to comply
with local law,” a Netflix spokeswoman said in a
statement Tuesday. The streaming giant added it
had received a takedown request citing an article of
its cybercrime law as the reason. Article 6 of the
law states that “production, preparation, transmis-
sion, or storage of material impinging on public
order, religious values, public morals, and privacy,
through the information network or computers” is a
crime punishable by up to five years in prison and a
f ine  not  exceeding 3  mi l l ion Saudi  r iya ls
($800,000). 

The episode can still be seen in other parts of
the world - and in Saudi Arabia on YouTube. The

Netflix spokesperson added that the Saudi govern-
ment had not asked the company to remove the
clips from YouTube, and it had not done so. “Saudi
Arabia’s censorship of Netflix... is further proof of
a relentless crackdown on freedom of expression in
the kingdom,” said Samah Hadid, Amnesty’s Middle
East campaigns director. Karen Attiah, Khashoggi’s
editor at The Washington Post, said Netflix’s action
was “quite outrageous”. The Saudi information
ministry did not immediately respond to requests
for comment. 

Onl ine  p lat forms and tech companies  face
increasing scrutiny and growing public skepticism
in the face of controversies about data sharing and
the steady erosion of privacy. Minhaj, 33, has seen
his profile rise steadily in recent years. His routines
combine personal history and pointed political
commentary wrapped in edgy topical humor. In
2014, he became senior correspondent on Comedy
Central’s popular “The Daily Show”, and in 2017
was the featured speaker at  the White House
Correspondents’ dinner. — Agencies
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MUKALLA, Yemen: Five Yemeni hip-hop dancers
thought their problems had ended when the Islamist
militants who had banned them from performing were
defeated in the port city of Mukalla nearly three years
ago by forces backed by the United Arab Emirates.
But last month Yemeni security forces briefly detained
the five members of the WaxOn band, broke their
equipment and only released the dancers after they
had signed a document saying they would stop danc-
ing hip-hop in public. “The police said it was a reli-
gious sin,” band member Salman Basuad said. Another
band member, Mohammed Al-Ameeri, said: “The offi-
cers were very violent...They treated us as if we were
terrorists.”

WaxOn band leader Mohammed Basaud said the
ban reminded him of the “Al-Qaeda era” when the
dancers were also barred from performing in public. Al-
Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula (AQAP) ran a mini-state
in the southern port city of Mukalla in 2015-16 before
being defeated by forces backed by a Saudi-led coali-
tion, which intervened in Yemen’s civil war to restore its
ousted president, Abd-Rabu Mansour Hadi.

Since AQAP was driven out, Mukalla has been largely
peaceful compared to the rest of Yemen, which has been
devastated by nearly four years of fighting between the
Saudi-led coalition and the Iran-aligned Houthis. WaxOn,
formed in 2014, resumed their public performances in
2016, dancing at graduation and birthday parties among
other events. Yemenis like coming to the main square of
Mukalla to watch the street performers for free.

Basaud, said Mukalla’s residents accepted WaxOn
and would offer them money to perform, allowing them
sometimes to make as much as 40,000 Yemen rials
($160) for a 10-minute performance. He said the secu-
rity forces had not moved against other bands per-
forming traditional Yemeni dances on the square. “We
just want the security forces to accept our position..
Our equipment and other things were damaged and
lost. — Reuters 
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The Houses of Parliament, comprising the House of Lords and the House of Commons, are pictured on the bank
of the River Thames in central London yesterday. — AFP 


