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Top seed Svitolina crashes out 
in Brisbane International

25

Nadal pulls out of Brisbane with thigh problem
BRISBANE: Top seed and defending champion Elina
Svitolina crashed out of the Brisbane International at
the hands of Belarusian Aliaksandra Sasnovich yester-
day. In a replay of last year’s final, Sasnovich reversed
that result as she ousted Svitolina 6-4, 0-6, 6-3.

The Belarusian displayed some breathtaking shot
making in the first set before Svitolina stormed back in
the second. But Sasnovich continued to go for her shots
and broke Svitolina twice in the third set to seal victory
and book a quarter-final against Croatian Donna Vekic.

Vekic continued her good form when she downed
Dutchwoman Kiki Bertens in three sets 7-6 (7/5), 1-6,
7-5. Vekic looked in trouble when she was down 4-5 in
the third with Bertens serving for the match, but the
Croatian fought back to win the next three games and
book her place in the quarter-finals.

“I’m really happy to have this kind of match in the
first tournament, to see how much I can push myself,”
she said. “Obviously I can play long, play good and win,
so I’m really happy about that.”

Estonia’s Annet Kontaveit caused a boilover when
she beat fourth seeded Czech Petra Kvitova 7-5, 7-6
(7/1). Kontaveit, whose compatriot Kaia Kanepi won
this tournament in 2012, was too consistent for Kvitova,

who was backing up after a three-hour first-round win
over Danielle Collins late Tuesday afternoon.

“We played each other quite a lot of times last year
so I knew it was going to be tough from the beginning,”
Kontaveit said. “I was just trying to hang in there in the
second set. I’m just so happy.” Latvian Anastasija
Sevastova earlier thrashed British qualifier Harriet Dart
6-2, 6-0.

Former champion Karolina Pliskova downed fellow
countrywoman Marie Bouzkova 7-5, 6-2 and will face
off against Australia’s Alja Tomljanovic in the quarter-
finals. Tomljanovic secured her place in the last eight
with a 6-2, 7-6 (7/2) win over Britain’s Johanna Konta. 

Meanwhile,  Rafa Nadal has pulled out of the
Brisbane International due to a left thigh problem, with
the Spaniard saying he did not want to risk an injury
ahead of this month’s Australian Open.

“It’s a small thing that can become a much bigger...
when you compete the intensity on the muscle it can
get worse,” Nadal was quoted as saying by the tourna-
ment organisers. “I feel better than I did four days ago...
It’s a risk to damage my body for one month if I play
here.” Lucky loser Taro Daniel will replace Nadal in the
second round against Jo-Wilfried Tsonga. — Agencies

BRISBANE: Ukraine’s Elina Svitolina hits a return against Belarus’ Aliaksandra Sasnovich during their women’s
singles second round match at the Brisbane International tennis tournament in Brisbane yesterday. — AFP

AUCKLAND: Caroline Wozniacki began her warm up
for her Australian Open title defence with a compre-
hensive 6-3, 6-2 win over Laura Siegemund in the first
round of the WTA Auckland Classic yesterday.

With tournament sixth seed Venus Williams an
interested spectator, top-seed Wozniacki gave herself
a pass mark against German qualifier Siegemund and
declared the signs were good. The 28-year-old Dane,
the runner up in Auckland last year on her way to win-
ning in Melbourne, said she was looking forward to
meeting Williams in the Auckland quarter-finals if both
get through their second round matches today. 

“I know how she is playing, and she has been play-
ing well, apparently, so I know she is ready,”
Wozniacki said. “Let’s hope we both get there.”
Against Siegemund, Wozniacki broke in the fourth
game of the first set and mostly controlled the match
from there apart from dropping her service once in
the second set. 

“I was a bit rusty out there. Playing my first
match it definitely wasn’t my prettiest match but I
just tried to hang in there, and tried to serve well
and hit a lot of balls back and tomorrow’s going to
be better,” she said. 

“I’m just so happy I’m back here and warming up in
the same way and hopefully that will lead me to also
having good luck in Australia this year.” Wozniacki will
play Canadian qualifier Bianca Andreescu in the sec-
ond round while Williams plays fellow American
Lauren Davis. 

Canadian Eugenie Bouchard’s comeback was
almost derailed in an error-filled encounter with the
30-year-old Dutch journeywoman Bibiane Schoofs.
Bouchard, the 2014 Wimbledon finalist, dropped her
serve seven times but still managed to beat Schoofs 6-
7 (5/7), 6-4, 6-4 to set up a quarter-final clash with
defending champion Julia Goerges. 

Goerges, who did not get on court until after
10:00pm, raced through her match against fellow
German Mona Barthel 6-4, 6-4. Tournament seventh
seed Kirsten Flipkens was stopped in the second
round by Spain’s 22-year-old Sara Sorribes Tormo,
losing 6-4, 1-6, 6-1 with Sorribes Tormo moving on to
play Hsieh Sui-Wei in the quarter finals.  — AFP

Wozniacki cruises 
in Auckland ahead 
of Australian OpenBRISBANE: Russia’s Daniil Medvedev showed Andy

Murray just how much work he still has to do, when he
beat the former world number one in straight sets in the
Brisbane International yesterday. Murray is making a
comeback to the sport after a disastrous 2018, during
which he played just six tournaments and was out of
the game for 11 months with a hip injury.

He had a comfortable first round win over James
Duckworth but found the step up in class too much
against Medvedev, the 22-year-old Russian cruising to
a 7-5, 6-2 win in just 80 minutes.

Medvedev is a rising star of the sport, winning seven
titles in 2018 on his way to a world ranking of 16. He
broke Murray early in the first set and although Murray
got back on level terms, Medvedev broke again late in
the first set to gain the advantage.

Murray was broken twice at the start of the second
to fall behind 0-4 and there was no way back for the
31-year-old Scot. “In the second set I made a few too
many mistakes, and obviously there was a period in the
match from 5-5 where I lost six games in a row,”
Murray said.

“And I think when you obviously play better players,
I mean he’s 15 in the world or so, they will expose any
errors that you make in your game or any shots that
you’re not hitting particularly well.  “And he did that
tonight.” Medvedev will meet Canada’s Milos Raonic in
the quarter-finals. The huge-serving Raonic fired down
21 aces in his 6-3, 7-6 (7/2) win over Serbian qualifier
Miomir Kecmanovic to go with the 18 he served in the
first round.

Earlier, Japanese star Kei Nishikori eased past
American Denis Kudla 7-5, 6-2. Nishikori had too many
answers for Kudla, breaking him towards the end of the
first set and twice in the second for a comfortable vic-

tory. “After 5-5 I think he dropped a little bit his level,
and I was also able to play better,” Nishikori said. “I
start playing better, playing more aggressive and start-
ed getting more rhythm, and my serve got better in the
second. I think it was a good first match.”

Nishikori will now play sixth seed Grigor Dimitrov in
the quarter-finals, a rematch of the 2017 final won by
the Bulgarian. Dimitrov played some sublime tennis to
down local favourite John Millman 6-3, 6-4.

Nishikori was joined in the quarter-finals by fellow
countryman Yasutaka Uchiyama, who stunned British

number one Kyle Edmund 7-6 (8/6), 6-4. Uchiyama, 26,
is playing just his fifth tournament on the ATP World
Tour and next takes on Frenchman Jeremy Chardy in
the quarter-finals.

Chardy came back from losing the first set to beat
Australian Nick Kyrgios 6-7 (5/7), 6-2, 6-3. After an
even first set, Chardy’s game picked up while Kyrgios’s
fell away. Kyrgios will now fall out of the top 50 for the
first time since 2014, while Chardy still has a chance of
reaching the top 32 and guaranteeing himself a seeding
at the Australian Open. — AFP

Medvedev shows 
Murray there’s still 
work to be done

BRISBANE: Daniil Medvedev of Russia hits a return against Andy Murray of Britain during their men’s singles
second round match at the Brisbane International tennis tournament in Brisbane yesterday. — AFP

PERTH: Alexander  Zverev  and
Ange l ique  Kerber  s teered
Germany closer to a second suc-
cessive Hopman Cup final  after
winn ing  the i r  s ing les  matches
aga ins t  lower-ranked French
opponents in Perth yesterday.

The German top 10 duo, beaten
in last year’s f inal of the mixed
teams tournament by Swiss duo
Roger Federer and Belinda Bencic,
made it  two wins from as many
group outings, beating France 2-1.

Kerber had to come from a set
down to beat feisty Alize Cornet,
while Zverev squandered a sec-
ond-set  match  po in t  be fore
defeating Lucas Pouille in three
sets. In the mixed doubles, both
sides took a very relaxed attitude
to the dead rubber match and the
French gained some consolation
with a straight sets 4-3, 4-3 win.

Ranked second in  the world,
Kerber served for the first set in
her  s ing les  match  aga inst  the
45th-ranked Cornet , but  then
dropped three successive games
as the Frenchwoman claimed the
set. However, Kerber settled and
claimed the next two sets to win
5-7 , 6-2 , 6-4  in  jus t  over  two
hours and maintain her perfect
singles record in Perth, with six
wins from as many outings. Kerber
said Cornet was always a tricky
opponent . “She  i s  a  f ighter,”
Kerber said. “I had my chances in

the first set, but she was playing
good then  and  I  missed  a  few
bal l s . “ I  was  t ry ing  to  f ind  my
rhythm in the second set, trying to
still keep going and then the third
set I think it was just two or three
points that decided it.”

Ranked four th  in  the  wor ld ,
Zverev started well  against the
32nd-ranked Pouille and took the
first set comfortably on the back
of a service break in the eighth
game. However, the match tight-
ened up in the second set, with
both players holding set points.
Zverev had a match point during
the second set tie-break, while it
wasn’t until his sixth set point that
Pouille levelled the match.

The pair traded service breaks
early in the third set, but Zverev
gained a second break for a 4-2
lead when the Frenchman double
faulted and that sealed Pouille’s
fa te . “Lucas  fought  we l l  and
played very well in the important
moments sometimes,” Zverev said,
after winning 6-3, 6-7, 6-2.

“He is a very tough opponent.
“I just hope to keep going with
Angie and seeing how far we can
go.” Unbeaten in their two group
outings, the Germans will be guar-
anteed  a  spot  in  Saturday ’s
decider if they beat Australia on
Friday.

France are out of  contention
after losing both their ties. —AFP

PERTH: Angelique Kerber of Germany hits a return
against Alize Cornet of France during their seventh ses-
sion women’s singles match on day five of the Hopman
Cup tennis tournament in Perth yesterday. — AFP

BEIJING: Former world number one
Maria Sharapova qualified for the quar-
ter-finals of the Shenzhen WTA after
struggling against China’s great tennis
hope Wang Xinyu, who was forced to
retire from the match in pain.

The fifth-seed Russian was surprised
early on by the power of her 17-year-old
opponent, who took the final game of the
first set 7-6 and broke in the second. But
Wang Xinyu had to retire hurt, appar-
ently after feeling pain in her thigh, while
she was leading 5-2 in the second set.

“You played unbelievable,” Sharapova
told Wang, after the Chinese player
announced she was retiring from the
match, adding that the teenager had a
great career ahead of her. “It’s not the

way either of us wants to finish the
match, win or lose,” said Sharapova, who
is ranked 29.

“I thought (Wang) was absolutely the
dominant player in this match, and had
all the opportunities to win it, even
though I felt like I was finding my stride
and getting a little bit closer to the line
and being more aggressive.”

Wang won two junior doubles titles
last year at two Grand Slam tournaments
(at Wimbledon and the Australian Open).
She was given a wild card for the tour-
nament in Shenzhen. In the next round,
Sharapova takes on top-seed
Belorussian Aryna Sabalenka, who had
an easy win over Russian Ekaterina
Alexandrova yesterday 6-3, 6-3.  — AFP

Zverev, Kerber put Germany 
on track for Hopman final

Struggling Sharapova
progresses at Shenzhen 

SHENZHEN: Maria Sharapova of Russia hits a return against Wang Xinyu of China
during their women’s singles second round match at the Shenzhen Open tennis
tournament in Shenzhen in China’s southern Guangdong province yesterday. — AFP


