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India reverse Ashwin decision 
as injured Ishant misses out

Kohli brushes off injury fears as back ‘niggles’

DUBLIN: The World Anti-Doping Agency should act
now over Russia’s failure to meet a December 31
deadline to hand over data from its anti-doping labo-
ratory in Moscow, the National Anti-Doping
Organisations (NADO) said yesterday.

WADA, whose underfire president Craig Reedie
declared himself “bitterly disappointed” by Russia
missing the deadline, have scheduled a Compliance
and Review Committee (CRC) meeting in a fortnight’s
time, but NADO said in their statement it must be
brought forward and dealt with immediately. “NADO
leaders now call on WADA to acknowledge the gravi-
ty of this missed deadline and call for an immediate
review and recommendation from the CRC,” it said in
a statement which was supported by the National
Anti-Doping organisations of 16 countries including
France, the United States and Australia.

“After more than three years of review, indecision
and compromise in response to the worst doping
scandal in the history of sport, the time has come to
demonstrate that no individual nor nation is exempt
from compliance with the World Anti-Doping Code.”

The end-of-year deadline was set in September,
when WADA lifted a ban on the Russian Anti-Doping
Agency (RUSADA), paving the way for Russian ath-
letes to return to competition across all sports after a
report which uncovered a state-sponsored doping
programme in Russia. The decision to lift the ban
aroused a wave of criticism directed at WADA and
especially at 77-year-old Reedie.  WADA personnel
travelled to Russia in December but were unable to
extract all of the promised data.

WADA said at the time its team could not com-
plete its mission “due to an issue raised by the
Russian authorities that the team’s equipment to be
used for the data extraction was required to be certi-
fied under Russian law”.

With WADA waiting and the December 31 dead-
line looming, RUSADA chief Yury Ganus asked
Russian President Vladimir Putin to intervene to
stave off another ban that put Russia “on the brink
of the abyss”. 

However, the Kremlin said RUSADA’s concerns
about new sanctions were “without foundation”. “We
recognise RUSADA has been working with WADA in
an effort to resolve these issues, but the conditions
agreed on 20 September 2018 were unequivocal and
without the data there can be only one outcome,” the
NADO statement went on.

“The importance of this situation does not warrant
providing a further two weeks for Russia to comply.”
NADO took a markedly different line to Russia
returning to the sporting fold to International
Olympic Committee president Thomas Bach. The
German insisted sporting superpower Russia had
been sufficiently punished, but his thoughts are not
reflected throughout the sporting world.
Organisations such as the governing body of world
athletics (IAAF) have said they were maintaining
Russia’s ban from track and field. 

“A return to international sport should only be
considered for Russia once full confidence in a clean
Russian sporting culture is restored,” said NADO. “In
other words, only once WADA has received and veri-
fied the electronic LIMS data as well as access to the
samples in the Moscow Laboratory. “NADO leaders
implore WADA to use its full authority and resources
to expedite this matter.” — AFP

WADA must act now
on Russia missing
deadline: NADO

SYDNEY: India reversed an earlier decision about the
availability of Ravichandran Ashwin for the fourth and
final Test against Australia and named the off-spinner in
their 13-man match squad yesterday.

With a 2-1 lead, India need only draw the Test at the
Sydney Cricket Ground to secure their first series tri-
umph in Australia and something of a standoff on team-
namings appeared to develop on the eve of the match.

India skipper Virat Kohli’s press conference was
prefaced by an announcement from a team spokesman
that Ashwin was not 100 percent fit and would not be
considered for selection.

Australia’s Tim Paine followed and said the hosts
were waiting to finalise their team-one of their consid-
erations being whether the Indians played two spinners
at a ground that traditionally offers something for the
slow bowlers.

Half an hour later, the India team sent out a message
saying Ashwin was in the squad and a decision on
whether he played would not be made until the first
morning of the match today.

KL Rahul, dropped after the Perth defeat, was
recalled to the squad and looks set to open with
Hanuma Vihari dropping down the order to bat at num-
ber six in place of Rohit Sharma, who has returned
home to be at the birth of his first child.

Ishant Sharma, one of the disciplined pace trio that
have done so much to put India in such a strong posi-
tion, was left out because of what the team said was
“rib cage discomfort”.

Umesh Yadav will offer a third pace option but given
his laboured performance when India played four
quicks in Perth, his inclusion might be seen as a strong
indication that the tourists will go for a twin spin threat.

Ashwin took six for 149 as India won the series
opener in Adelaide but was forced to sit out the second
Test defeat in Perth and the win in Melbourne because
of a side strain.

He underwent fitness Tests yesterday and Paine said
he had been surprised to hear that he was not available
for the match. Kohli spoke at length about his disap-
pointment that Ashwin was not fit for such an important
match. “It’s quite unfortunate that he’s had two niggles
that are quite similar on the last couple of away tours,”
he said.”He’s very important in test cricket, he’s a vital
part of this team and we want him to be 100 percent fit
so he can contribute.”

Meanwhile, Indian skipper and master batsman Virat
Kohli yesterday played down fears that recurring back
spasms could hinder his stellar career, insisting all play-
ers get “niggles” and they were “nothing new”.

Kohli received treatment from the physio on day two
of the Melbourne Test against Australia last week,
appearing to be in pain just before he was out for 82 in
the first innings. He has a recent history of back prob-
lems and was forced off the field during the second Test
in England earlier this year.

But the 30-year-old, widely considered the best
batsmen across all three formats of the game and cru-
cial to India’s success, said it wasn’t a major concern.

“I’ve had this issue since 2011, it’s nothing new,” he
said in Sydney ahead of the fourth and final Test
against Australia. “I’ve been able to manage it because
of the physical effort I’ve put in over the past few years.
And when you have a back that has these issues you
can only maintain it that way.”

The passionate Kohli, who admits he is obsessed
with winning cricket matches, added that he was “not
too bothered” about the issue.

“If the workload gets high it can get into a spasm, I
mean you don’t necessarily get serious issues, you get
fine in two or three days,” he said.

“I’m not too concerned with it, you just have to man-
age it physically and stay ahead of the injury and I have
been able to do it for now.

“I’m sure I’ll find other ways and more options to

keep countering that.
“I mean, it’s impossible to keep going without nig-

gles and I think it’s fine to have a few niggles here and
there. You just need to be able to manage it.”

The prolific Kohli has been at the forefront of Indian
cricket for a decade, playing 76 Test and more than

200 one-day internationals.  
India squad - KL Rahul, Mayank Agarwal,

Cheteshwar Pujara, Virat Kohli (captain), Ajinkya
Rahane, Hanuma Vihari, Rishabh Pant, Ravindra Jadeja,
Mohammed Shami, Jasprit Bumrah, Ravichandran
Ashwin, Kuldeep Yadav, Umesh Yadav. —AFP

SYDNEY: India’s players warm up before a training session ahead of the fourth and final Test against Australia
at the Sydney Cricket Ground in Sydney yesterday. — AFP

SYDNEY: Australia captain Tim Paine insisted yester-
day that his priority was to develop his inexperienced
cricket team for the future even as they face the
prospect of losing a home series against India for the
first time.

But he pledged that Australia would still pick the
“best XI that we think is the best combination to win
this Test” once they had seen the Sydney pitch.
Australia, who have never lost a home series against
India, go into today’s fourth Test 2-1 down and in dan-
ger of Virat Kohli’s men completing a historic landmark
Down Under.

While Australia must win to level the series, Paine
said that his aim was on improvement, particularly in
the batting department, with home Tests to come
against Sri Lanka ahead of an Ashes tour to England
this year.

“It doesn’t for me personally,” he said on whether
preventing an India series win was his key motivation.
“Other guys may use it but my focus has been on us
improving and on us playing the best possible cricket
that we can and when we haven’t, making sure we learn

from it.” The hosts’ top order has largely failed to fire
and the odds are mounting that the underperforming
Aaron Finch will either be pushed down or axed, with
number three Usman Khawaja moving up to open
alongside Marcus Harris.

“If that’s the way we go, Usman will go out and give
his all as he always does. I think the way he’s handled
the last month or so has been exemplary, it’s a real
credit to him,” said Paine.

The captain said he wanted a final look at the wick-
et before selecting the team, adding that conditions at
the Sydney Cricket Ground would determine which
members of the 14-man squad were left on the side-
lines.

“It’s just team balance really,” he said. “There’s
ongoing discussion the last day or two but we’ll have a
final look at the wicket and we’ll have our last chat
then. “We’re not too far away. As I said all along, we’ll
be looking to pick the best XI that we think is the best
combination to win this Test and the wicket will play a
part in that.”

The Sydney wicket has a healthy green tinge which
will suit both team’s opening bowlers, before it could
deteriorate to give something to the spinners. Australia
have parachuted leg-spinning batsman Marnus
Labuschagne into the squad for Sydney and he could
start if selectors feel there is enough in the track to
warrant playing him alongside Nathan Lyon.

And if India opt for two spinners, it could open the
door for a return of Peter Handscomb, who was left out
of the Melbourne Test but is renowned as a top player

of spin. That would likely put all-rounder Mitch
Marsh’s spot at risk.

Paine said it was crucial that the batsmen play their
part in Sydney, with none of them getting more than
50 in Melbourne with the exception of tailender Pat
Cummins. “This Test is going to be a real focus for our
batting group. We know we’re not going to win Test
matches without scoring hundreds,” he said.

“That’s something we’ve spoken about and some-
thing we are really keen to improve and address.”
Australia were skittled for 151 and then 261 in
Melbourne. — AFP

Paine aims long-term 
improvement as India
series loss looms
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CAPE TOWN: South African captain Faf du Plessis said
yesterday that fast bowler Duanne Olivier would be used
in an “enforcer” role as part of a pace barrage in the sec-
ond Test against Pakistan starting at Newlands today.

Du Plessis said he wanted to keep the pressure on the
Pakistan batsmen after Olivier took 11 wickets in South
Africa’s six-wicket win in the first Test in Centurion. There
had been speculation that Olivier might have to sit out at
Newlands because of the return to fitness of Vernon
Philander. But Du Plessis said he would definitely play.

“He brings variety to our attack,” said Du Plessis,
adding that Olivier provided a contrast to the skill and
control of South Africa’s other fast bowlers, Kagiso
Rabada, Dale Steyn and Vernon Philander. “Duanne is
more of an enforcer who puts you on the back foot and
can be a bit challenging for batters, especially when they
come from the sub-continent where the ball doesn’t
bounce as high,” said Du Plessis.

“He’s a fit guy and he can bowl long spells. He’s differ-
ent, he runs at you, he’s around your head most of the time,
it’s not comfortable.” Pakistan captain Sarfraz Ahmed
acknowledged that Olivier had caused problems for his
batsmen in Centurion.

“We will definitely talk about him. He’s a different type
of bowler with a fast bowling action,” he said. Du Plessis
said South Africa did not want to let Pakistan off the hook
following their collapse in the second innings in Centurion.

“You could see there were one or two things in their
batting line-up that we could get through. For me it’s
about making sure we keep that pressure on them,” he
said. Sarfraz said Haris Sohail had not recovered from a
knee injury that kept him out of the first Test and was
unlikely to play again in the series. He said Pakistan would
keep the same batting line-up that played in Centurion.

Sarfraz admitted there were big challenges for his bats-
men on fast, bouncy pitches. “We are used to playing on
low bouncing pitches. But our players are good enough
and they have been working hard in the nets and talking to
the batting coach.”

Du Plessis said the Newlands pitch looked similar to
those used in recent years, with help for the fast bowlers
and the possibility of taking spin later in the match. A Test
against India last January was completely in what was
effectively three days of cricket.

He admitted that bowler-friendly conditions were diffi-
cult for South Africa’s batsmen as well as those of the visi-
tors. “Our success rate in home conditions in the last three
years has been very high,” he said. “It’s been tough on the
batters when you’re playing against quality seam attacks,
which most teams have these days. —AFP
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Test against Pakistan
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WELLINGTON: New Zealand have put a line under their
Test series win over Sri Lanka and switched to World Cup
mode with the first of three one-day internationals in
Tauranga yesterday. “It’s really now about looking ahead
to the World Cup, being clear on the game plans we want
to use,” coach Gary Stead said after New Zealand beat Sri
Lanka 1-0 in the Test series to move up to third in the
rankings behind India and England.

New Zealand, who are also third in the ODI rankings,
face eighth-ranked Sri Lanka in the opening round of the
World Cup in Cardiff in June. Stead described the home
ODI series  against Sri Lanka as being “about tweaking,
looking at the style of play and how we want to play and
looking at the options who fit those roles as well. It’s defi-
nitely a trial period still”. 

Both sides have made a number of changes from their
Test line-up, with Sri Lanka bringing in six new faces
including Lasith Malinga, while New Zealand have brought
back big-hitting Martin Guptill and are resting regulars
Tom Latham and Colin de Grandhomme.

With de Grandhomme out and Corey Anderson injured,
Jimmy Neesham and Doug Bracewell have been recalled
as all-rounder options.  At the World Cup in England and
Wales, 300-plus totals are expected to be the norm and
Stead wanted “to see more of the all-rounders” as well as
back up wicketkeeper Tim Seifert. 

It’s been a year since Guptill last played for New
Zealand and four years since he lit up the last World Cup
when he blasted an unbeaten 237 off 163 balls against the
West Indies.  The tall opener said he doubts his role will
change under new coach Stead and he will be tasked with
“having a bit of fun” at the top of the order.

“Pretty much business as usual to be honest, I don’t see
my role changing too much in the side,” he said.  “I haven’t
played for New Zealand since last summer which is quite a
long time ago so to be back here is extremely exciting and
I’m looking forward to getting back into it.” — AFP

N Zealand to use 
S Lanka ODIs as 
World Cup trial


