
Sport
Top seed Svitolina crashes 
out in Brisbane International

India reverse Ashwin decision 
as injured Ishant misses out

Charging Liverpool challenge Man 
City to prove their greatness2725 26

Established 1961 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 3, 2019

Leonard scores 45 as Raptors top Jazz
Jokic’s triple-double helps Nuggets sink Knicks

TORONTO:  Dante Exum #11 of the Utah Jazz shoots the ball against the Toronto Raptors on Tuesday at the Scotiabank Arena in Toronto, Ontario, Canada. — AFP

TORONTO: Kawhi Leonard scored a career-best 45
points-including 19 in the third quarter-and gathered
six rebounds to help the Toronto Raptors defeat the
visiting Utah Jazz 122-116 Tuesday night. It was a
career-best 14th straight game in which Leonard has
scored at least 20 points. Pascal Siakam scored a
career-best 28 points and grabbed 10 rebounds for the
Raptors, who won their second game in a row. Reserve
Jae Crowder scored a season-best 30 points for the
Jazz in the opener of a four-game road trip. Utah lost
for the third time in five games.

TRAIL BLAZERS 113, KINGS 108 (OT)
Jusuf Nurkic had a monster night — 24 points, 23

rebounds, seven assists, five steals and five blocked
shots-as Portland rallied from a nine-point deficit with

three minutes remaining in the fourth quarter to pull
out an overtime victory at Sacramento. Damian Lillard
collected 25 points, six rebounds and six assists, and
Seth Curry came off the bench to produce a season-
high 18 points for Portland. Buddy Hield scored 27
points and Nemanja Bjelica contributed 14 points and
16 rebounds for the Kings, who trailed by 14 points at
halftime but stormed back to lead 101-92 with 3:10
remaining in regulation.

76ERS 119, CLIPPERS 113
Joel Embiid returned after missing a game with a

sore left knee and had 28 points and 19 rebounds to lift
Philadelphia to a win at Los Angeles. Embiid, the
team’s leading scorer and rebounder, missed the
Sixers’ 129-95 loss at Portland on Sunday. JJ Redick,

who spent four seasons with the Clippers, scored 16 of
his 18 points in the first half for the 76ers. Lou
Williams, who was drafted 45th overall by Philadelphia
in 2005 and played his first seven seasons with the
76ers, scored 22 points off the bench for the Clippers.

NUGGETS 115, KNICKS 108
Nikola Jokic had 19 points, 15 assists and 14

rebounds, Malik Beasley scored a career-high 23
points off the bench, and host Denver beat New York.
Jokic notched his third triple-double this season and
the 19th in his career. Paul Millsap scored 16 points in
his second game back from a broken toe to help the
Nuggets win their third straight. Luke Kornet had 19
points, Kevin Knox scored 18 and Enes Kanter had 17
for the Knicks, who have lost eight in a row. Emmanuel

Mudiay finished with 15 points in his first game in
Denver since the Nuggets traded him to New York
last season.

BUCKS 121, PISTONS 98
Brook Lopez poured in 25 points, hitting seven 3-

pointers, and streaking Milwaukee romped to a victory
over visiting Detroit. Khris Middleton supplied 22
points and Eric Bledsoe contributed 18 with six assists
for the Bucks. Giannis Antetokounmpo had 15 points,
eight rebounds, seven assists and three blocks. Blake
Griffin topped the Pistons with 29 points, nine
rebounds and four assists. The Bucks, who own the
league’s best record at 26-10, have won four straight
and eight of their past nine. The Pistons have lost three
straight and 12 of their past 15. — Reuters

DUBAI: FIFA should if possible increase the size of the
soccer World Cup in Qatar in 2022 to 48 from 32 teams,
the global governing body’s president Gianni Infantino
said. Last month, Infantino said a majority of national
soccer federations were in favour of expanding the
tournament and a decision was expected ahead of the
qualifying draw in March.

Infantino, speaking at a sports conference yesterday,
also said FIFA was seeing whether it would be possible
for some of Qatar’s Gulf neighbours to host some of the

matches. He said last month that it would be “difficult”
to stage an expanded tournament in Qatar alone.

Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates, Bahrain and
Egypt launched a diplomatic and trade boycott of
Qatar in June 2017 that has complicated the prospect
of sharing the tournament. The countries accuse Qatar
of supporting terrorism, which it denies.

FIFA voted in 2017 to increase the size of the tour-
nament from 32 to 48 teams starting from 2026 but,
since then, Infantino has been mulling the possibility of
bringing the change forward to 2022. “If you think it’s a
good thing to have 48 teams in the World Cup, why not
try four years before, that’s why we are analysing
whether its possible to have 48 teams already in 2022,”
Infantino said yesterday.

“The World Cup will take place in Qatar with 32
teams. Obviously, if we can increase it to 48 teams
and make the world happy we should try it.” Qatar
said it would not take a final decision on the tourna-
ment expansion until it has seen details of a feasi-

bility study from FIFA.
The study is expected to discuss aspects of schedul-

ing, the number of required venues, training sites, and
how many games per day would be played under an
expanded format. Qatar, a tiny but wealthy Arab nation,
has moved ahead with ambitious plan to scale up infra-
structure ahead of the 2022 tournament that includes
$6-8 billion on eight stadiums and sporting facilities.

“If we can accommodate some of the neighbouring
countries in the gulf region which are very close by to
host a few games in the World Cup this could be very
beneficial for the region and the entire world,” Infantino
added.

“There are tensions in this particular region and it’s
up to their respective leaders to deal with that but
maybe it’s easier to talk about a joint football project
than more complicated things. “If it can help all the peo-
ple in the Gulf and all the countries in the world develop
football and bring a positive message to the world about
football, then you should give it a try.”  — Reuters
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DUBAI: FIFA president Gianni Infantino speaks during a
session of the 13th edition of the Dubai International
Sports Conference, at Madinat Jumeirah in Dubai yes-
terday. — AFP


