
LONDON: British Prime Minister Theresa May
warned lawmakers yesterday that failing to deliver
Brexit would be catastrophic for democracy, in a plea
for support two days before parliament is expected to
reject her deal with Brussels. With the clock ticking
down to its March 29 exit from the European Union
and parliament deadlocked, Britain faces a hugely
uncertain path that could lead to a disorderly exit or
even remaining in the bloc.

May, who postponed a vote in parliament on her
deal in December after admitting she was set to lose it,
said lawmakers must not let down the people who
backed Brexit in a June 2016 referendum. “Doing so
would be a catastrophic and unforgivable breach of
trust in our democracy,” she wrote in the Sunday
Express. “So my message to Parliament this weekend is
simple: it is time to forget the games and do what is
right for our country.”

May has so far refused to retreat from her unpopular
deal, which envisages close trading ties with the EU,
but without any say on policy as Britain has now. The
vexed Brexit issue represents Britain’s biggest shift in
foreign and trade policy in more than 40 years. May’s
deal has come under fire from all sides — with oppo-
nents of the EU seeking a cleaner break and many pro-
Europeans pressing for a second referendum. May is
expected to suffer a big defeat when parliament votes
tomorrow.

Brexit minister Stephen Barclay told BBC TV that
persuading enough lawmakers to support the deal
would be “challenging” but that even if it was rejected,
he suspected parliament would ultimately support

something “along the lines of this deal”. Opposition
Labour Party leader Jeremy Corbyn said leaving the EU
without a deal would be catastrophic and his party
would do everything it could to prevent that outcome.
However, Corbyn’s priority is to force a national elec-
tion and he said he would propose a vote of confidence
in the government “soon” if May loses tomorrow.

Parliament flexes muscles
After a week in which parliament forced the govern-

ment to promise to come back with a ‘plan B’ within
days if May’s deal is rejected, Barclay said the risk of
parliament acting in a way that frustrates Brexit had
increased. The Sunday Times reported that rebel law-
makers were planning to wrest control of the legisla-
tive agenda away from May next week with a view to
suspending or delaying Brexit, citing a senior govern-
ment source.

Vince Cable, the leader of the pro-EU Liberal
Democrats, said parliament would act to prevent a no
deal Brexit, and could ultimately seek to prevent Brexit
altogether. “I think parliament will take control of this
process, will insist that we pursue the option of no
Brexit,” he told BBC TV. Cable said this could be done
by revoking Article 50, the mechanism which triggered
the exit process, or by holding a second referendum.

Asked about the prospect of another referendum,
Labour leader Corbyn told BBC TV: “My own view is
that I would rather get a negotiated deal now, if we can,
to stop the danger of a no-deal exit from the EU on the
29th of March which would be catastrophic for industry,
catastrophic for trade.” Corbyn said that if he forced a

national election and his party won, Brexit may have to
be delayed while they negotiated a new deal with the
EU. “An election would take place what February-March

time, clearly there is only a few weeks then between that
and the leave date, there would have to be a time for
those negotiations,” he added. — Reuters

Sudan police
fire tear gas as
protests erupt 
KHARTOUM: Sudanese police fired tear gas
yesterday at crowds of anti-government pro-
testers in Khartoum and the western war-torn
region of Darfur after organizers called for
nationwide rallies against President Omar Al-
Bashir. The demonstrations in Darfur were the
first of their kind since unrest erupted last
month over a government decision to triple
the price of bread.

The protests have since swiftly escalated
into nationwide rallies widely seen as the
biggest threat to Bashir’s rule in his three
decades in power. Protesters who took to the
streets in the capital’s Bahari district chanting
“peace, peace” and “revolution is the people’s
choice” were quickly confronted by riot
police, witnesses told AFP. Authorities say the
protests have left 24 people dead, while
Human Rights Watch has put the death toll at
40, including children and medical staff.

Protest organizers have called for near
daily demonstrations across the country
against Bashir this week, calling it a “Week of
Uprising”. In Khartoum on Sunday protesters
were seen carrying the Sudanese flag as oth-
ers held banners bearing the words “peace,
justice, freedom”, which has become a key
slogan in the rallies. Witnesses told AFP that
police were pursuing protesters down
Bahari’s streets and alleys. “It’s like a cat and
mouse game,” a witness said. Police arrested
several protesters, witnesses said, as footage
of the rally which could not be independently
verified spread on social media networks. 

Protests in Darfur 
Protests broke out in Darfur after calls for

rallies there by the Sudanese Professionals’
Association, which has spearheaded the
demonstrations. Police fired tear gas at
demonstrators who took to the streets of El-
Fasher, the capital of North Darfur state and
in Niyala, the capital of South Darfur state,
witnesses said. 

Darfur, a region the size of France, has
been torn by violence since 2003 when ethnic
minority rebels took up arms against
Khartoum, accusing it of economic and politi-
cal marginalization. Bashir, who seized power
in an Islamist-backed coup in 1989, has been
charged by the Hague-based International
Criminal Court (ICC) with genocide and war
crimes allegedly committed in Darfur. Anti-
government demonstrations first erupted on
December 19 in towns and villages before lat-
er spreading to Khartoum.

Rights groups say more than 1,000 people
have been arrested since the protests began,

including opposition leaders, activists and
journalists as well as demonstrators. The
crackdown has drawn international criticism,
with countries like Britain, Norway, Canada
and the United States warning Khartoum that
its actions could “have an impact” on its rela-
tions with their governments.

Although the unrest was triggered by the
rise in the price of bread, Sudan has faced a
mounting economic crisis over the past year,
led by an acute shortage of foreign currency.
Repeated shortages of food and fuel have
been reported in several cities, including
Khartoum, while the cost of food and medi-
cine has more than doubled. Bashir and other
officials have blamed Washington for Sudan’s
economic woes. The US imposed a trade
embargo on Khartoum in 1997 that was lifted
only in October 2017. It restricted Sudan
from conducting international business and
financial transactions. — AFP 
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SUNDERLAND: In this file photo taken on October 25, 2016 a man walks his dog past graffiti. — AFP 

KHARTOUM: A picture taken on January 13, 2019 shows anti-government demonstrators in
the Sudani capital. —AFP  

Greek PM calls
vote as minister
quits over 
Macedonia deal
ATHENS: Greek Prime Minister Alexis
Tspiras yesterday called an “immediate” no-
confidence vote in parliament over the resig-
nation of a top minister opposed to the coun-
try’s name change deal with Macedonia. “We
will proceed immediately to the renewal of
the confidence in our government by the par-
liament in order to proceed with the major
issues for our country,” he said.

Tsipras earlier yesterday accepted the res-
ignation of Defence Minister Panos
Kammenos, who is head of his main coalition
ally in government, the nationalist
Independent Greeks party (ANEL). The
semi-official ANA news agency said the
debate on a no-confidence vote could begin
as early as Tuesday and could be concluded
by Thursday. Kammenos said that he would
vote against the government as supporting it
would imply backing for the name deal with
Macedonia.

The nationalist ANEL has supported the
Tsipras administration with its seven lawmak-
ers and has six ministers and junior ministers
in the government. Kammenos had threatened
to pull out of the government when the name
deal comes to a vote in Athens from the
moment Tsipras signed it with Macedonian

Prime Minister Zoran Zaev in the border
Prespes region in June. However some of his
ANEL party’s MPs remain ambivalent.

Macedonian lawmakers voted late on
Friday to rename their country the Republic
of North Macedonia but the agreement now
needs backing from the Greek parliament to
come into effect. For the Greeks, Macedonia
is the name of a history-rich northern
province that was the cradle of Alexander the
Great’s ancient empire.

Greece has blocked its neighbor’s acces-
sion to NATO and the European Union ever
since Macedonia broke away from the former
Yugoslavia in 1991. “We will do everything to
block the ratification of the Prespes deal,”

Kammenos told a news conference Sunday
after announcing his resignation. 

He charged that the agreement was “anti-
constitutional” and called for a referendum
on the issue to coincide with EU elections in
May. After meeting with Tsipras earlier yes-
terday, Kammenos said “the Macedonia
issue does not allow me not to sacrifice my
post”. Tsipras believes the agreement can be
ratified with the 145 lawmakers of his leftist
Syriza party plus the votes of the small pro-
EU To Potami party as well as some ANEL
lawmakers who  disagree with Kammenos’s
position. The main opposition New
Democracy party is vehemently against the
agreement. — AFP

ATHENS: Greek Prime Minister Alexis Tsipras makes statement to the media after meeting
with Greek Defense Minister and coalition partner Panos Kammenos. — AFP 

Parliament divided as clock ticks towards exit date

Ahead of vote, UK PM May warns it 
would be catastrophic to halt Brexit

Far-right AfD
to campaign
on German
EU exit
RIESA: German far-right party AfD
voted yesterday to campaign for
Berlin’s exit from the EU in the upcom-
ing European Parliament elections if its
demand for reforms within the bloc are
not met. The decision marks the first
time any party has called for “Dexit”
— a German departure from the EU in
the mould of Brexit. If the EU is not
reshaped in line with the party’s ideas
“in an appropriate timeframe”,
Germany must leave the bloc, accord-
ing to the draft manifesto agreed by
delegates at a party congress in east-
ern Saxony state.

Congress attendees also voted
through a call to abolish the European
Parliament — the very Brussels body
the AfD candidates will be campaign-
ing to join this spring. “We see nation-
states as having the exclusive compe-
tence to make laws,” the text read,

blasting the “751 privileged members”
of the present European house. While
both demands are now in the draft
manifesto, a final vote later Sunday will
adopt or reject the entire campaign
package. Elections for the European
Parliament will take place in May. 

AfD was originally founded as a
eurosceptic party, but rose to its cur-
rent strength and representation in
Germany’s national parliament after
right-wingers took over and switched
its focus to opposing Islam and immi-
gration. Like other nationalist move-
ments around the continent, its leaders
argue too much power has been trans-
ferred to Brussels, saying the EU has
far outgrown its origins in economic
cooperation.

“We don’t need to abolish the EU,
but bring it back to its sensible core,”
AfD leader Alexander Gauland told
delegates Saturday ahead of the vote,
saying the party “has partners that
would walk the path with us” like
Austria’s FPOe or Italy’s Lega.
Concerned about scaring off poten-
tial voters in majority pro-EU
Germany, party chiefs warned the
congress against even harder pro-
posals that would have called for an
exit if AfD’s reform demands were not
imposed by 2024. — AFP 

Border plan
sparks fear
in Kosovo’s 
Serb enclaves
GRACANICA: A possible land swap
between Serbia and Kosovo, suggested
by their leaders to end one of Europe’s
most volatile territorial disputes, has
sparked concerns that the border could
be redrawn along ethnic lines and reignite
festering communal ethnic animosities.
With few details yet made public, media
reports say that the Serb majority north-
ern border region around the city of
Mitrovica would be incorporated into
Serbia under the plan, which would also
see Belgrade hand over a mainly ethnic
Albanian region in Serbia.   

The trade-off would also see Belgrade
finally recognize its former province as an
independent state, 20 years after a bitter
war between Serbia’s forces and pro-
independence ethnic Albanian guerrillas
that led to Kosovo breaking away from
Serbia in 2008. Kosovo’s President
Hashim Thaci, who along with Serbian
counterpart Aleksandar Vucic last year
raised the possibility of redrawing the
border, has insisted a revised version
would not be drawn along ethnic lines.

‘Clear ethnic division’ 
But the plan has sent ripples of alarm

through minorities in these regions,
notably among ethnic Serbs living in
enclaves dispersed in Kosovo who would
be unaffected by such a deal. A territory
swap would mean “clear ethnic division
so that within decades there will be no
Serbs left in Kosovo,” said Stefan

Filipovic, a 24-year-old Kosovan Serb
activist in Gracanica, one of those
enclaves and a short drive south of the
capital, Pristina.

There are an estimated 120,000 Serbs
living in Kosovo in total. Of those some
40,000 are thought to live around
Mitrovica — and are likely set to be part
of the land swap — while a further
80,000 live deeper in Kosovo and would
remain under Pristina. Gracanica, home to
one of Kosovo’s main Orthodox monas-
teries, is one of six mainly Serbian munici-
palities that are like islands surrounded
by Kosovo Albanian neighborhoods. 

For Rada Trajkovic, an ethnic Serb
politician in his 60s living in Gracanica,
the border change would amount to cre-
ating “two mono-ethnic spaces” and lead
to Serbs leaving Kosovan enclaves.
Trajkovic is one of few Kosovar Serbs
willing publicly to criticize Srpska Lista,
or Serbian List, the minority’s main politi-
cal outlet. Most of Trajkovic’s fellow Serb
colleagues back the Belgrade line of
President Vucic. 

‘Abandoned by Belgrade’ 
Long a taboo subject, a territorial

exchange has the backing of the United
States as well as several EU officials.
Germany, however, is opposed, warning of
the potential for a renewed flare-up of the
hardline nationalism which has marked the
still fragile Balkans in the past. A NATO-
led peacekeeping force has guarded
Kosovo since it broke away from Serbia in
a bloody war in 1998-99 that left more
than 13,000 dead. Border revision “is a
very dangerous, particularly dramatic
idea,” says Filipovic, who feels “aban-
doned by Belgrade”. For Trajkovic, “if they
cede the north of Kosovo to Serbia, I don’t
see why the (Kosovar) Albanians would
show empathy with those (Serbs) living”
in the enclaves.  — AFP 


