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signed during the dialogue. He said there have been
deals on F18 aircraft and M1A2 tanks, indicating that
the two sides will discuss the delivery of the military
equipment in the coming few years. 

Silverman reiterated America’s commitment to host-
ing the GCC-US summit in Washington, expected to be
held in the first quarter of this year as an annual event
to discuss many issues, including ending the Gulf crisis,
strengthening trade and economic relations and com-
bating terrorism and drying up its sources. 

“We had committed to host the summit - Saudi
Arabia hosted the May 2017 summit. We want to see
the end to the Gulf dispute, along with other issues
such as fighting terrorism, stopping terrorist financing,
creating a real structure to maximize the defense
against ballistic missiles and also enhance our economic
and trade relations,” he said.  

The envoy also confirmed the attendance of Kuwait
at a ministerial meeting scheduled to be held in Warsaw
in mid-February. “An invitation was sent to Kuwait and
they confirmed that they are going to attend the minis-
terial meeting along with 70 other countries. We hope
to see the maximum attendance - Iran will be part of
the conference, with the hope that it could lead to a
change in the behavior of the Iranian regime, but other

issues will be discussed too,” he added.  
On the sanctions against Iran, Silverman said this is

only the beginning stage and results will not appear
quickly. He pointed out that Iranian oil exports had fall-
en from 2.7 million barrels per day to less than 1 million,
hoping to see results on the ground soon. “The eco-
nomic sanctions on Iran reduce the Iranian govern-
ment’s support of terrorist groups, including Hezbollah
in Lebanon, which by its practices harms the economy
of Lebanon. So sanctions have an effect - as the history
of sanctions shows, countries will always claim they are
not affected, but they have a great impact on the econ-
omy in the long term. I hope the Iranian government
will realize the magnitude of the economic difficulties it
is putting on itself and its people,” he added.

On the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, the ambassador
said the US government is keen to revive peace talks,
pointing out there is no specific timetable for relaunch-
ing negotiations between the two countries. On the US
military pullout from Syria as announced by US
President Donald Trump, he said it was mainly a tacti-
cal decision rather than a strategic one, stressing that
the US policy toward Syria has not changed and the
elimination of Iranian-backed terrorist groups is still
the top priority. 

“We want to see a political solution with regards to
the Syrian regime. We ask them to comply with UN
Security Council Resolution 2254. Some Arab countries
have expressed their desire to reopen embassies in
Syria, but we disagree with this. If you (the Arab coun-
tries) are trying to influence the Assad regime to do
what it is supposed to do, we don’t believe the reopen-
ing of embassies is the right thing to do,” he concluded.
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The newspaper noted that UAE issued the largest
number of work permits for Indians in 2018, followed
by Saudi Arabia and Kuwait. 

The study showed Saudi Arabia lost its spot as most

attractive destination for Indian labor. The total number
of Indians travelling to Saudi Arabia was 329,000 in
2014, but dropped by 80 percent over the past five
years to around 65,000. On the other hand, the news-
paper showed Qatar is the only GCC state to which the
number of Indian workers increased in 2018 to reach
32,000, compared to 25,000 in 2017. TOI also quoted
the Indian ministry of foreign affairs explaining the drop
to economic problems in some GCC states as a result of
the drop in oil prices, in addition to policies of national-
izing jobs in both the public and the private sectors. 
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“We will continue to talk about that and make sure
we have all the facts so that they are held accountable
certainly by the Saudis but by the US as well where
appropriate,” Pompeo told the news conference.
Khashoggi, a long-time royal insider who had become a
critic of the kingdom’s Crown Prince Mohammed bin
Salman, was killed inside the Saudi consulate in
Istanbul on Oct 2. His body was dismembered and
removed from the building to a location still publicly

unknown. Top Turkish officials have tied his death to
the highest levels of Saudi leadership.

The murder has left the kingdom facing its worst
political crisis in generations, strained ties with Western
allies and focused attention on the prince’s domestic
crackdown on dissent and the war in Yemen. The sister
of Loujain Al-Hathloul, one of several Saudi women’s
rights activists detained in the kingdom since last sum-
mer and accused of treason, pressed Pompeo to raise
the issue with officials in Riyadh. In a New York Times
op-ed, Alia Al-Hathloul described how her sister was
allegedly tortured and threatened while in detention.
“Even today, I am torn about writing about Loujain,
scared that speaking about her ordeal might harm her,”
she wrote. The Saudi authorities have denied such tor-
ture charges. — Reuters 
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after a judge ordered his arrest. By then the Italian ex-
militant had disappeared and gone on the run. “Battisti
was arrested in the street, unarmed and he didn’t resist,
responded to police in Portuguese and showed a Brazilian
document confirming his identity,” an Italian interior min-
istry source said. “Now Italy is waiting for him.”

Italian state police said the arrest had been carried out
by a joint team of Italian and Bolivian officers with the
help of Italy’s counter-terrorism section. According to the
Italian government sources, Battisti was spotted “with cer-
tainty” in Santa Cruz last week and an operation was pre-
pared with local authorities. Italian newspaper Corriere
della Sera reported the fugitive, wearing a false beard and
moustache, was snatched in the street by a special
Interpol squad.

An Interpol team had targeted their search in Santa
Cruz before Christmas, closing in on the Italian fugitive in
a few of the city’s neighborhoods, the paper said. Italy’s
envoy to Brazil fired off a triumphant tweet upon hearing
the news. “Battisti has been arrested! Democracy is
stronger than terrorism!” ambassador Antonio Bernardini
wrote. Battisti could be expelled “within hours” from
Bolivian territory, a Bolivian government source told AFP,

without giving details where he would be sent.
Italian authorities yesterday dispatched a plane carry-

ing police and secret service agents to Bolivia, the interior
ministry said, in apparent preparation for a possible extra-
dition. “Now it’s necessary to work out if Battisti will make
a stopover in Brazil or if he will be brought immediately to
Italy. This is a problem that will be decided in the coming
hours,” the Italian interior ministry source said. Italian
President Sergio Mattarella expressed yesterday his satis-
faction at Battisti’s arrest. “We hope Battisti is swiftly
handed over to Italian justice,” he said.

Italy’s Interior Minister Matteo Salvini thanked the
Italian and foreign police who captured “a delinquent who
did not deserve the comfortable life on the beach, and
who should spend out the rest of his days in prison”.
Bolsonaro’s son, Brazilian lawmaker Eduardo Bolsonaro,
tweeted in Italian with a picture of Battisti: “Brazil is no
longer the land of bandits. Matteo Salvini, the ‘little gift’ is
on its way.” Salvini, head of the rightwing League party
which partners the 5-Star Movement in Italy’s ruling coali-
tion, was one of the first top European politicians to
endorse Bolsonaro’s election. 

Battisti escaped from an Italian prison after being con-
victed in 1979 of belonging to an outlawed leftist group,
the Armed Proletarians for Communism. He was subse-
quently convicted in absentia of having killed two Italian
policemen, taking part in the murder of a butcher, and
helping plan the slaying of a jeweller who died in a
shootout which left his 14-year-old son in a wheelchair.
Battisti admitted to being part of the group but denied
responsibility for any deaths. — AFP
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The quotas for women and youth candidates in the
polls - touted as another milestone on the road to
democracy - “allowed a large number of young people
to be elected to municipal councils”, says Lamloum.
And yet, she says, “nothing has been done to improve
the lives of young people... Socially, their situation has
really deteriorated”.

One thing the revolution did achieve, according to
Lamloum, is to allow politicians, researchers and non-
governmental organizations access to impoverished
areas like Douar Hicher. This, she says, has created
space for debate, although politicians did not clearly
use the opportunity to look into the problems facing
the population to try and find solutions. For Jbeli and
other young Tunisians this has not been enough. They
point to numerous hurdles, beyond their economic
hardships, that are stifling their daily life.

Following a series of deadly militant attacks in 2015,
authorities have prevented some citizens, mainly men
and women under 35, from travelling to certain countries
without parental permission. “Based on official state-
ments, the measure is part of efforts to prevent people
from joining extremist armed groups abroad,” according
to Human Rights Watch, calling it “arbitrary”. Sofiene

said the measure was one of several “humiliations”.
“We launched a revolution in order to become full-

fledged citizens but for me the only thing I got out of it
was freedom of expression,” says high school student
Hamza Dhifali. “Before (the uprising) I could not
express myself freely, now I can. It’s great, but no one
listens,” he adds. Issam Elhali, a 31-year-old father of
two, says the promises made by the revolution that top-
pled strongman Ben Ali and forced him to flee to Saudi
Arabia on January 14, 2011 were “only on paper”.

Elhali says authorities have proposed loan pro-
grams to help young people set up projects. “I bor-
rowed 7,000 dinars ($2,400) to set up a small hard-
ware store but the interest rate is fixed at 21 percent
and I simply cannot manage that,” he says. “The
authorities say they are backing the young people but
in truth they are ripping us off,” he adds. “There is no
future for us.”

Nevertheless, in Douar Hicher young people -
scouts, dancers and would-be stand-up comedians -
are keeping busy preparing a show to mark the eighth
anniversary of Tunisia’s uprising. Others like Elhali
work in community groups tasked with keeping their
town clean. “We are the rare few to still have some
hope. Others feel let down and while the time away by
just sitting in cafes,” says Elhali. He also took to task
the country’s politicians and the political struggles
that have recently emerged between the prime minis-
ter and the president. “We are in a boat whose cap-
tains are having a dispute while watching the boat
sink,” says Elhali. “I want to save myself and leave the
boat” and build a new life abroad. — AFP

Tunisians have
‘freedom’ but...

WASHINGTON: US President Donald Trump has
rejected a Washington Post report that he has refused
to share details of his conversations with Russian
President Vladimir Putin with top US government offi-
cials. Trump, in a telephone interview late Saturday
with Fox News, dismissed as “ridiculous” the Post story
that alleged he went to great lengths to hide the con-
tent of his talks with Putin, even confiscating the notes
of his interpreter and ordering that person to not dis-
cuss what was said.

Trump said he had “a great conversation” with
Putin in Helsinki in July 2018. When asked why not
release details of the nearly two-hour conversation,
Trump said: “I would, I don’t with care. I mean, I had a
conversation like every president does. You sit with
the president of various countries... We were talking
about Israel and securing Israel and lots of other
things ... I’m not keeping anything under wraps, I
couldn’t care less. I mean, it’s so ridiculous.” He added:
“Anybody could have listened to that meeting, that
meeting is up for grabs.”

According to the Post there is no detailed record of
Trump’s personal talks with Putin at five locations over
the past two years. The newspaper quotes unnamed
current and former government officials as sources for
the story. Trump also told Fox when asked about Putin
that “no collusion” has been found between his 2016
campaign and Russia, that he was a better candidate
than Democrat Hillary Clinton, that the US economy “is
the strongest in the world”, and that The Washington
Post is “basically the lobbyist for Amazon”, as both are
owned by billionaire Jeff Bezos.

A national security threat? 
Trump also took aim at an earlier story in The New

York Times stating that the FBI launched a previously
undisclosed counterintelligence investigation to deter-
mine whether he posed a national security threat, at the
same time that it opened a criminal probe into possible
obstruction of justice. The FBI investigation was later
folded into the broader probe by Special Counsel
Robert Mueller into Russia’s meddling in the 2016 elec-
tion and possible collaboration by the Trump campaign.

Fox asked if he had ever worked for Russia. “I think
it’s the most insulting thing I’ve ever been asked,” he
said, without directly answering the question. He
slammed the Times story as “the most insulting article
I’ve ever had written and if you read the article, you’d
see that they found absolutely nothing.” No evidence
has publicly emerged that Trump was secretly in con-
tact with or took direction from Russian officials, the
Times said.

The FBI had been suspicious of Trump’s ties to
Russia during the 2016 campaign, but it held off on
opening a probe until the president sacked Comey, who
refused to roll back the Russia investigation, the Times
said. Mueller has indicted 33 people in the probe and
convicted some of the president’s close associates.
Trump’s ex-national security advisor, Michael Flynn,
has pleaded guilty to lying to investigators about his
Moscow ties.

Trump’s former personal lawyer, Michael Cohen, has
been sentenced to three years in prison for multiple
crimes, including felony violations of campaign finance
laws that prosecutors allege were carried out under

Trump’s direction. And Trump’s former presidential
campaign chairman, Paul Manafort, has been convicted
in one case brought by Mueller and pleaded guilty in

another, over financial crimes related to his work in
Ukraine before the 2016 campaign, and for witness
tampering. — AFP 
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HELSINKI: In this file photo taken on July 16, 2018, US President Donald Trump and Russian President Vladimir Putin
shake hands ahead of a meeting. —AFP 

DOHA: US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo shakes hands with Mohammed bin Abdulrahman bin
Jassim Al-Thani, the Deputy Prime Minister and Qatari Minister of Foreign Affairs, at the Sheraton
Grand in the Qatari capital yesterday. — AFP 

DOHA: Qatar Investment Authority aims to raise investments in
the United States to $45 billion in the next two years as it
rebalances its portfolio of assets away from Europe, its chief
executive said yesterday. The sovereign wealth fund has built
up a huge European portfolio through stakes in companies
including Deutsche Bank, Credit Suisse, London Stock
Exchange and Volkswagen. QIA currently has about $30 billion
invested in the US, Mansour Ibrahim Al-Mahmoud told
reporters on the sidelines of a conference. “We are talking
about $45 billion for the US market...we are on track for this
over the next two years,” he said.

Mahmoud’s predecessor Sheikh Abdullah bin Mohamed bin
Saud Al-Thani in 2015 committed to invest $45 billion in the US
over a five-year period. “Our objective is to balance our portfo-

lio...currently we have a little bit of concentration in Europe and
having this allocation toward the US market is to balance the
portfolio,” he said. In the US, QIA was looking at fundamental
sectors such as real estate, technology or US exchanges, he said.
In one such US deal, QIA and hedge fund Elliott Management
Corp in Dec 2017 took Gigamon Inc, the US networking soft-
ware company, private for $1.6 billion.

Mahmoud was speaking as US Secretary of State Mike
Pompeo visited Qatar on a tour of the region. Qatar is at logger-
heads with Saudi Arabia, United Arab Emirates, Qatar and Egypt,
which have cut off diplomatic and transport ties with Doha,
accusing it of backing terrorism and cozying up to Iran. Qatar
denies supporting terrorism and its government is seeking to use
the sanctions enforced by its neighbors as an opportunity to
develop its own industry and its relations with other countries.

The value of bilateral trade between Qatar and the US has
doubled in 10 years, Qatar’s trade minister Ali Al-Kuwairi said at
the US-Qatar Strategic Dialogue conference. He said the US
tops the list of exporters to the Gulf nation. Kuwairi said bilateral
trade volume reached $6 billion in the period from January to
October last year. The minister didn’t give the equivalent figure
the previous year but this would be higher than the value for all
of 2017, which was about $4.3 billion in bilateral trade, according
to the United States Census Bureau. —  Reuters 
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