
JOHANNESBURG: A century by Quinton de Kock
and a double strike by Dale Steyn kept South Africa on
course to complete a series clean sweep on the third
day of the third and final Test against Pakistan at the
Wanderers Stadium yesterday.

Set to make a daunting 381 to win, Pakistan were 153
for three at the close, needing another 228 runs. De
Kock made an imperious 129, equalling his highest Test
score, before South Africa were bowled out for 303.
Imam-ul-Haq and Shan Masood got Pakistan off to
their best start of the series, putting on 67 for the first
wicket.

Both batsmen looked comfortable on a pitch which
played easier on Sunday than the first two days. But a
change of ends brought immediate results for Steyn.
Bowling from the southern, Corlett Drive end for the
first time in the match, he had Imam caught behind for

35 with a superb delivery which moved away from the
batsman just enough to find the edge.

Four overs later Steyn claimed the wicket of Masood
after umpire Joel Wilson originally gave him not out. A
successful review by South Africa showed a faint inside
edge onto Masood’s thigh pad before the ball carried
through to wicketkeeper De Kock.

Duanne Olivier dismissed Azhar Ali for the fourth
time in the series when the batsman gloved a bouncer
to De Kock. Asad Shafiq (48 not out) and Babar Azam
(17 not out) saw Pakistan through to the close with an
unbeaten stand of 49.

De Kock and Hashim Amla were mainly responsible
for South Africa posting a target likely to be beyond
Pakistan’s reach. They came together on Saturday when
their side were 93 for five, at which stage their lead was
a modest 170. While Amla patiently compiled an

innings of 71 off 144 balls, the left-handed De Kock
played fluently as the pair put on 102 for the sixth
wicket. De Kock also shared an eighth wicket stand of
79 with Kagiso Rabada.

De Kock reached his fifty off 49 balls and his fourth
Test century off 121 deliveries. He was finally caught in
the deep, trying for a second successive six off leg-
spinner Shadab Khan, after facing 138 balls and hitting
18 fours and a six.

Shadab finished with three for 41 while medium-
pacer Faheem Ashraf took three for 42. Captain Sarfraz

Ahmed set a record for a Pakistan wicketkeeper by
taking five catches in each innings. His total of ten dis-
missals in the match was one better than the record
previously shared by Rashid Latif and Kamran Akmal.

Pakistan only made one total over 200 in their first
five innings in the series and had not batted for
longer than 70.4 overs. Steyn’s two wickets took his
total in Tests to 433, bringing him level with Sri
Lanka’s Rangana Herath and Stuart Broad of England
in joint eighth place on the all-time Test wicket-tak-
ers list. — AFP
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India call up 
Shankar, Gill 
to replace 
suspended pair
SYDNEY: India yesterday called up all-rounder
Vijay Shankar and batsman Shubman Gill for their
Australia and New Zealand tours after KL Rahul
and Hardik Pandya were ordered home in dis-
grace over comments made about women.

Rahul and Pandya were axed ahead of India’s
opening one-day international against Australia in
Sydney on Saturday, which the tourists lost,
pending an investigation into the comments made
on a TV celebrity show.

“Vijay Shankar will join the team before the
start of the 2nd ODI in Adelaide,” the Board of
Control for Cricket in India (BCCI) said, referring
to tomorrow’s match. “He will be a part of the
squad for the ODI series in Australia and the tour
to New Zealand. Shubman Gill has been picked
for the ODI and Twenty20 series in New
Zealand.”

Pandya had bragged about his success with
women and made other sexual remarks during an
Indian celebrity chat show broadcast last week
just as India were celebrating their historic first
Test series win in Australia.

Rahul was also on the programme and
watched his teammate’s antics, which sparked
outrage on social media and condemnation from
skipper Virat Kohli who made clear the comments
did not reflect the culture within the squad.

Both players, who have apologised, have been
suspended “from playing any form of cricket”
pending an enquiry for misconduct and indisci-
pline. With Pandya and Rahul missing, India
crashed to a 34-run defeat in Sydney on Saturday
despite a explosive century from Rohit Sharma.
The next game in the three-match series is a day-
night contest in Adelaide tomorrow. — AFP

De Kock, Steyn put South Africa on 
course to complete series clean sweep

Pakistan 153 for three at close, needing another 228 runs

JOHANNESBURG: South African batsman Quinton de Kock (L) jumps to celebrate his century (100 runs) during the
third day of the third Cricket Test match between South Africa and Pakistan at Wanderers cricket stadium in
Johannesburg, South Africa yesterday. — AFP

SCOREBOARD

South Africa, first innings, 262
Pakistan, first innings, 185
South Africa, second innings
D. Elgar c Sarfraz Ahmed b Mohammad Amir                5
A. Markram c Sarfraz Ahmed b Mohammad Abbas       21
H. Amla c Sarfraz Ahmed b Hasan Ali                               71
T. de Bruyn c Asad Shafiq b Faheem Ashraf                    7
Zubayr Hamza lbw b Faheem Ashraf                                0
T. Bavuma c Sarfraz Ahmed b Shadab Khan                   23
Q. de Kock c Hasan Ali b Shadab Khan                           129
V. Philander lbw b Mohammad Amir                               14
K. Rabada c Shadab Khan b Faheem Ashraf                   21
D. Steyn not out                                                                0
D. Olivier c Sarfraz Ahmed b Shadab Khan                    1
Extras: (b2, lb6, nb1, w1)                                                  11
Total: (80.3 overs)                                                            303
Fall of wickets: 1-24 (Elgar), 2-29 (Markram), 3-45 (De Bruyn), 4-
45 (Hamza), 5-93 (Bavuma), 6-195 (Amla), 7-223 (Philander), 8-302

(De Kock), 9-302 (Rabada)
Bowling: Mohammad Amir 20-2-56-2, Mohammad Abbas 18-3-
73-1 (1w), Hasan Ali 17-1-83-1, Faheem Ashraf 14-3-42-3 (2w),
Shadab Khan 11.3-0-41-3.

Pakistan, second innings
Imam-ul-Haq c De Kock b Steyn                                     35
Shan Masood c De Kock b Steyn                                    37
Azhar Ali c De Kock b Olivier                                          15
Asad Shafiq not out                                                          48
Babar Azam not out                                                          17
Extras: (lb1)                                                                      1
Total: (3 wkts, 40 overs)                                                  153
Fall of wickets: 1-67 (Imam), 2-74 (Masood), 3-104 (Azhar)
Bowling: Steyn 12-1-37-2, Philander 10-3-28-0, Olivier 8-2-41-1,
Rabada 10-1-46-0
Match situation: Pakistan need 228 runs to win with seven wickets
remaining.

Scores at close of play on the third day of the third and final Test between South Africa and Pakistan at the Wanderers Stadium yesterday:

Blake Griffin
dominates 
Clippers in
return to LA
LOS ANGELES: Blake Griffin took
advantage of the first opportunity to
show his former fans what they’re miss-
ing, scoring 44 points on Saturday after-
noon to lead the visiting Detroit Pistons
to a 109-104 victory against the Los
Angeles Clippers. Griffin was drafted
No. 1 overall by the Clippers in 2009
and spent his first eight seasons with
them, helping the team reach the play-
offs in six straight years from 2012-17.
He was traded to Detroit last January.
Detroit center Andre Drummond added
20 points and 21 rebounds, including
nine on the offensive end. Reggie
Bullock, another former first-round pick
of the Clippers, scored 17 points for the
Pistons, who had lost nine of 11. The
starting lineup for the Clippers included
two players who came to Los Angeles in

the Griffin trade; forward Tobias Harris
and guard Avery Bradley. Harris finished
with 11 points, 10 below his scoring aver-
age, and 10 rebounds. Bradley finished
with three points.

MAGIC 105, CELTICS 103
Jayson Tatum’s tying attempt at the

buzzer missed, helping Orlando hold on
late over visiting Boston and snapping a
four-game losing streak.

Aaron Gordon had 11 points in the
fourth quarter and led all scorers with 28
points along with 12 rebounds. Terrence
Ross added 25 points off the bench, and
Nikola Vucevic had 16 points and 13
rebounds. The Magic were coming off a
disappointing road trip in which they went
1-5. Kyrie Irving had 25 points, six assists
and five rebounds, and Marcus Morris
added 17 points and eight rebounds for
the Celtics. Boston has lost back-to-back
games, including to Miami on Thursday to
end a four-game winning streak.

HEAT 112, GRIZZLIES 108
Justise Winslow produced a game-

high 26 points to go with seven
rebounds and four assists as Miami
defeated visiting Memphis. Winslow

made 10 of 16 shots, including 4 of 4 3-
pointers, as Miami improved to 10-4 in
its past 14 games. The score was tied at
108 with 56 seconds left when Miami’s
Bam Adebayo made 1 of 2 free throws.
The Heat led the rest of the way.
Memphis was led by reserve JaMychal
Green, who had a double-double with 24
points and 11 rebounds in just 22 min-
utes. The Grizzlies lost for the seventh
time in eight games.

TIMBERWOLVES 110, PELICANS
106

Karl-Anthony Towns had 27 points
and 27 rebounds as host Minnesota held
off New Orleans. Andrew Wiggins
added 18 points, Josh Okogie scored 17,
Dario Saric and Tyus Jones had 14 each
and Taj Gibson 10 for the Timberwolves.
Anthony Davis had 30 points and 14
rebounds, Jrue Holiday scored 25 points,
Julius Randle added 22 points and 11
rebounds and Elfrid Payton had 10
points to lead the Pelicans, who saw a
three-game winning streak end in the
opener of a five-game road trip.

THUNDER 122, SPURS 112
Dennis Schroder scored all 19 of his

points in the second half as Oklahoma
City picked up a come-from-behind vic-
tory over visiting San Antonio. Russell
Westbrook led the Thunder with 24
points and 10 rebounds, and Paul
George finished with 18 points and 11
rebounds.

Marco Belinelli had a season-high 24
points off the bench to lead San Antonio.
DeMar DeRozan added 18 while
LaMarcus Aldridge, coming off a 56-
point performance in Thursday’s 154-147
double-overtime win over the Thunder
in San Antonio, scored 17 points.

SUNS 102, NUGGETS 93
Kelly Oubre Jr. and Richaun Holmes

combined for 40 points off the bench as
Phoenix’s reserves dominated their
Denver counterparts in a home win over
the Western Conference’s top team. The
Suns, who have the worst record in the
West at 11-33, used a 10-0 flurry late in
the first quarter to take a lead they never
relinquished en route to their first win
over the Nuggets in three tries this sea-
son. Nikola Jokic had 23 points and 10
rebounds for Denver, which at 28-13
retained a half-game lead over Golden
State atop the West. — Reuters

KUWAIT: Sheikh Abdullah Mubarak Al-Sabah
Shooting Championship, which included air guns and
archeries, concluded competitions on Saturday. Sheikh
Mubarak Abdullah Al-Sabah, speaking to reporters
after the conclusion of the championship, said the fami-
ly of Sheikh Abdullah was keen on organizing the tour-
nament every year in recognition of late Sheikh
Abdullah and a support for Kuwait Shooting Club.
Hamad Al-Namshan, from Kuwait National Guard
(KNG), won the Men’s Air Pistol competition while
KNG’s Sultan Al-Usaimi won the Air Gun event. Kuwait
Shooting Club’s Abdullah Taha won the Archery com-
petition. Amira Al-Mordhi, of Kuwait Shooting Club,
won the Women’s Air Pistol competition while Maryam
Erzouqi won the Air Gun shooting event. Abdulrahman
Al-Hamad won the Juniors’ Air Pistol medal, Saud Al-
Subaiee claimed the Air Gun title and Yara Al-Khalaf
won the Girls’ Air Gun title. — KUNA

Sheikh Abdullah Mubarak Al-Sabah
shooting championship concludes

Rayudu reported 
for suspected
bowling action
NEW DELHI: India’s Ambati Rayudu has been report-
ed for a suspect bowling action in the first one-day
international against Australia, the International Cricket
Council said yesterday. The part-time spinner’s action
was flagged by match officials, citing concerns about its
legality, after the match in Sydney.

“Rayudu’s bowling action will now be scrutinised
further under the ICC process relating to suspected
illegal bowling actions,” cricket’s world governing body
said in a statement. The 33-year-old’s action must be
tested within 14 days, but he is allowed to bowl until the
results are out.

Rayudu bowled just two overs, giving away 13 runs,
in the ODI on Saturday, which India lost by 34 runs.
Adelaide will host the second ODI tomorrow, and the
final game of the series will be played in Melbourne on
Friday. Rayudu has scored 1,447 runs in 46 ODIs, while
taking three wickets. — AFP


