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‘Lucky’ Japan reach Asian Cup knockouts 

ABU DHABI: Oman’s midfielder Raed Saleh (R) heads the ball during the 2019 AFC Asian Cup group F football match between Oman and Japan at Hazza bin Zayed Stadium in Abu Dhabi yesterday. — AFP

ABU DHABI: Genki Haraguchi smashed home a con-
troversial penalty as former champions Japan scraped a
1-0 win over Oman to book their place in the last 16 of
the Asian Cup yesterday. Earlier, Almoez Ali plundered
four goals for Qatar as the 2022 World Cup hosts hit
North Korea for six to progress from Group E.

Japan, who have scooped Asian football’s biggest
prize on four occasions, enjoyed their share of good
fortune against Oman in Abu Dhabi. Haraguchi clipped
the crossbar after just two minutes before Takumi
Minamino fluffed a handful of golden opportunities.

That profligacy almost came back to haunt the Blue
Samurai as Oman flooded forward and Muhsen Al-
Ghassani shaved the post from an acute angle. But
Haraguchi settled Japan’s nerves in the 28th minute,
converting from the spot after he had appeared to go
down easily under minimal contact from Oman captain
Ahmed Al-Mahaijri.

Oman had extra reason to feel aggrieved when their

own penalty claims were waved away just before half-
time after Yuto Nagatomo looked to have handled a
Salaah Al-Yahyaei drive. “We were unlucky with the
handball,” shrugged Oman coach Pim Verbeek, whose
team were beaten 2-1 by Uzbekistan last week. 

“I just saw it again on the television and for me it
was 100 percent a penalty. Against a team like Japan
you need a little bit of luck and we didn’t get it. Now we
have to pick ourselves up for the last game and make
Oman proud.” Japan reached the knockout stages of
last year’s World Cup but they squeaked past
Turkmenistan 3-2 in their opening Group F game and
were poor against Oman, who almost equalised when
Raed Saleh’s acrobatic late volley flashed wide.

But the Japanese remain unbeaten in seven matches
since Hajime Moriyasu took charge after the World Cup
and have now lost just one of their last 30 games at the
Asian Cup, excluding penalty shootouts.

Japan are seeking to make up for their Asian Cup

flop four years ago when they lost on penalties to the
United Arab Emirates in the quarter-finals. But they will
need to find another gear if they are to threaten Iran,
who are purring, and a South Korea side set to be
boosted by the arrival of Tottenham forward Son
Heung-min.

“It was tougher than we thought it would be,” Japan
captain Maya Yoshida told AFP. “We were a little bit
lucky with the penalty we had-and the one not given as
well. “But we should have scored two or three more.
That’s why we struggled at the end of the game in the
last 10 minutes.”

Qatar’s 6-0 romp over North Korea was played out
in an almost eery silence in front of barely 300 specta-
tors in Al Ain. The long-running blockade of Qatar by
Gulf neighbours who accuse Doha of supporting ter-
rorism largely prohibits Qataris from entering the UAE.

“The players know this is the scenario and they deal
with it,” said Qatar coach Felix Sanchez. “We don’t have

our supporters here but we know that they’re support-
ing from Qatar.” Ali took his tally to a tournament-best
five goals with two in each half, completing this Asian
Cup’s first hat-trick by dinking the ball over goalkeeper
Kim Myong Guk 10 minutes after the interval.

His salvo equalled an Asian Cup record as he
became the fourth player to score four goals in one
game. Qatar, who beat Lebanon 2-0 in their opening
game, top the group on goal difference from three-time
champions Saudi Arabia.

North Korea have failed to find the net once and
conceded 10 times in a pair of performances that will
not please Pyongyang. Japan will take on either Saudi
Arabia or Qatar after qualifying for the knockout stage
for the eighth consecutive time. In the day’s late kickoff,
Eldor Shomurodov bagged a first-half brace as
Uzbekistan crushed Turkmenistan 4-0 in a clash of for-
mer Soviet republics to progress and go top of Group F
ahead of Japan on goal difference. — AFP

TOTTENHAM: Tottenham Hotspur’s Premier
League title ambitions suffered a major blow as
Marcus Rashford’s goal gave Manchester United
a 1-0 victory at Wembley yesterday to maintain
caretaker manager Ole Gunnar Solskjaer’s per-
fect start.

Rashford beat Tottenham keeper Hugo Lloris
from a tight angle in the 44th minute as rejuve-
nated United claimed a sixth win from six match-
es since former striker Solskjaer stepped in fol-
lowing the sacking of Jose Mourinho.

United’s Spanish keeper David De Gea pro-
duced a series of superb saves to deny Dele Alli,
Harry Kane and Toby Alderweireld after the
break as United hung on for a first away league
win against Tottenham since 2012.

Solskjaer’s side remained in sixth spot but are
now level on 41 points with Arsenal while
Tottenham have 48 points in third place, nine
behind leaders Liverpool and two behind cham-
pions Manchester City who face Wolverhampton
Wanderers on Monday.

In a wide-open first half full of attacking foot-
ball, Kane had a goal disallowed for the hosts but
United, with Jesse Lingard, Anthony Martial and
Rashford forming a rapid attacking trio, were
dangerous every time they broke forward.

The first goal always looked like being vital
and it arrived for United just before the break
when Rashford made ground down the right and
with no other option he drove into area and fired
a shot that Lloris got a firm hand to but could not
keep out of the net.

Lloris redeemed himself with two saves from
Paul Pogba early in the second half but after that
it was all about the excellence of De Gea as
Spurs, roared on by the majority of the 80,000
Wembley crowd, desperately sought an equaliser.
First he saved Kane’s close-range header, then
blocked Alli’s shot with his legs after the midfield-
er went through one-on-one, before making a
stunning reaction save to deny Toby
Alderweireld’s near-post flick. Kane’s free kick
was saved acrobatically by De Gea and with five
minutes remaining he saw another goalbound
effort cannon off the shins of the Spaniard. 

Earlier, Everton avoided a third consecutive
Premier League home defeat as Kurt Zouma’s
header and a late goal by Dominic Calvert-Lewin
earned them a flattering 2-0 victory against
Bournemouth at a rainy Goodison Park yesterday.

There were grumblings of discontent from
the home fans as Everton were outplayed

before the break but Marco Silva’s side
improved in the second half to move back into
the top half of the table.

Eddie Howe’s eye-catching Bournemouth side
dominated the opening 25 minutes and should
have been ahead with young Welsh striker David
Brooks a thorn in the Everton defence. Brooks
struck a shot against the base of the post in the
14th minute after being played in by Junior
Stanislas while Stanislas himself nearly embar-
rassed England keeper Jordan Pickford with a
free kick.

Bournemouth also had two penalty shouts
ignored before Everton gradually roused them-
selves, with defender Michael Keane heading
against the crossbar shortly before halftime. The
hosts took the lead with only their second effort
on target in the 61st minute. Lucas Digne did well
to keep a ball in play and his hoisted cross was
headed home powerfully by defender Zouma for
his first Everton goal since joining on loan from
Chelsea.

Everton’s second in stoppage time, struck
home excellently by Calvert-Lewin after great
work by Ademola Lookman, was harsh on
Bournemouth who will wonder how they went
home unrewarded. Bournemouth, who had 16
goal atempts, remained in 12th spot with 27
points from 22 games, nine points above the bot-
tom three while Everton moved into 10th spot on
30 points. —Reuters

Man Utd win,
Everton ride luck
for 2-0 victory

LONDON: Manchester United’s Swedish defender Victor Lindelof (2nd R) vies with Tottenham Hotspur’s
English defender Kieran Trippier (L) during the English Premier League football match between
Tottenham Hotspur and Manchester United at Wembley Stadium in London, yesterday. — AFP


