
By Faten Omar

KUWAIT: Young Kuwaiti architects filed a lawsuit to
preserve Kuwait’s architectural identity by halting the
demolishment of Al-Sawaber Complex. Many support-
ers attended the judicial hearing yesterday at the
Palace of Justice in Kuwait City. The National Council
for Culture, Arts and Letters (NCCAL) has issued an
official directive halting further demolition works at
Sawaber prior to its delivery to the contractor accord-
ing to law no. 11/1960 that classifies the complex as a
modern heritage site which
must be preserved.

During the hearing,
architect Faisal Al-Mjali
explained to the judges the
importance of Sawaber
Complex to Kuwait’s mod-
ern architectural identity. He
said he is just one of many
architects who are interest-
ed in architectural and her-
itage buildings in Kuwait
that have a historical
dimension. He said negligence by the Ministry of
Finance and Kuwait Municipality led to the deteriora-
tion of the site without any justification, despite the
fact that meetings were held with various entities stat-
ing the urgency and necessity of preserving the site.

“We started this movement and met officials at the
National Council for Culture, Arts, and Letters as the

competent body according to the law, because they
have the ability to determine whether buildings
should be preserved or not. They responded quickly
and conducted studies and examinations of Al-
Sawaber, and addressed the ministry of finance,
municipality and other concerned departments,” Mjali
told Kuwait Times. 

“All of them supported us at first, but we were sur-
prised that the next day they violated the law, when
the site was handed over to a demolition contractor
and demolition began. We are an important group in

the society. There is a law
that protects us and the con-
stitution is our guarantee.
Unfortunately, this law is not
implemented in government
institutions and they do not
care about the NCCAL,
which represents us. We
demand the implementation
of the antiquities law no.
11/1960 that classifies the
site as a modern heritage
site,” he added. 

Mjali said there is a period in the history of Kuwait
called the era of modernity. This historical period is
part of its heritage, as seen in post-oil buildings over
the past 40 years. “In 2015, a conference was held in
the presence of UNESCO and under the auspices of
the NCCAL about urban areas related to modern
heritage in Arab countries. Among the tours that the

government of Kuwait held for the delegations
included Sawaber Complex, so Kuwait is aware of the
importance of this building, but they choose to ignore
it,” he said. “We believe in the fairness of the court

and we are optimistic the demolition will stop until
the case is heard. We accept the justice of the court,
and we have resorted to the courts only after the
indifference shown by government institutions.”

Court holds first hearing in case to
halt Sawaber Complex demolition
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By Meshaal Al-Enezi 

KUWAIT: The Ministry of
Commerce and Industry (MoCI) reg-
ulated the mechanism to be followed
in case of suspension of distribution
of subsidized supply goods at any
given co-op society, setting a number
of reasons to do so as well as alterna-
tives to be used to enable beneficiar-
ies to get rations. A statement by
MoCI stressed that the Ministry of

Social Affairs had been contacted to
circulate the new regulations that
included suspending the rations if a
given co-op branch is found in viola-
tion of safety or health conditions or
in violation of Public Authority for
Food and Nutrition regulations, or if
the co-op owes debts to a govern-
ment body. MoCI added that in such
cases, beneficiaries will be referred to
the main co-op or to nearby co-ops
to get their rations. 

Ministry regulates
subsidized food distribution
at suspended co-ops

Deliverymen
robbers
arrested in
Salmiya
KUWAIT: Criminal detectives arrested
a Kuwaiti man and his girlfriend who
used to break into deliverymen’s cars
and steal mobile phones and computers.
The deliverymen used to go to the
address given to them, but once inside
the building, they found the address was
wrong. When they returned to their cars,
they discover they were broken into and
expensive items were stolen. The arrest
was made in Salmiya and both suspects
were in an abnormal condition. Both

confessed to targeting deliverymen of
mobile phone companies and commit-
ting several thefts. They were detained
for further legal action. Meanwhile,
detectives arrested a Kuwaiti man who
broke into an Egyptian man’s car and
stole smartphones and accessories
worth KD 5,000. Detectives were able
to identify the suspect through the secu-
rity cameras of a nearby store and
arrested him. He confessed to commit-
ting the crime. In a separate case, police
are looking for an ex-convict who
insulted a detective verbally after he
failed to beat him. The detective was
surprised when left his work by a man
trying to hit him, but was able to avoid
him. The suspect then shouted indecent
insults and escaped. The detective said
he had previously arrested the suspect
over several cases and it is possible he
wanted to take revenge. The suspect has
a record of drugs-related crimes, thefts
and muggings. — Al-Rai

Govt
responded to
77% of MPs’
inquiries
By A Saleh 

KUWAIT: The government has so
far responded to 77 percent of par-
liamentary inquiries filed by law-
makers since the beginning of the
15th parliamentary term, ie 2,895
responses versus 3,525 inquiries.
The government did not respond to
443 inquiries and asked for grace
periods to respond to 185 others. 

New charity law
The Ministry of Social Affairs’

acting under secretary and assis-
tant undersecretary for social
development affairs Hana Al-Hajeri
announced completing discussions
of the new charity law with the
concerned parliamentary commit-
tee pending referral to the National
Assembly. Hajeri said the new law

provides enough protection to
humanitarian work in Kuwait and
will be reflected on the charity
work for which Kuwait is well
known. 

Sand mining
Public Authority for Industry

(PAI) Director Abdul Kareem Taqi
demanded expanding sand mining
areas to the south of Kuwait. In a
letter he sent to Kuwait
Municipality, Taqi reminded that
since three sand mines were shut
down in Mina Abdullah area, sand
prices have skyrocketed, increasing
the costs paid by contractors in
both governmental and non-gov-
ernmental projects. He also stressed
PAI’s keenness on providing sand at
regular prices and accordingly
asked to expand the sand mine in
Bnaider to help cover the shortage. 

Nursing staff
The Civil Service Commission

approved a national program plan
to develop the performance of
nursing staff for 10 years and
including this approval in the schol-
arships program for 2019-2020.
Meanwhile, the health ministry
announced withdrawing and sus-

pending the use of the ‘Jusprin 81
mg’ drug at various public and pri-
vate medical facilities after the
country of origin - UAE - did the
same on Jan 15, 2019. 

Medical committees
Director of the public authority

for the disabled Shafiqa Al-Awadhi
said the total number of disabled
citizens registered with the authori-
ty is 45,547, in addition to 6,700
non-Kuwaitis. Awadhi added that
medical committees will be soon
automated and that the authority
had contacted the Civil Service
Commission requesting increasing
the number of doctors in these
committees. She also noted that the
authority has completed connec-
tions with various concerned bod-
ies. Awadhi said losing sight in one
eye is not considered a disability
and that this rule is followed world-
wide and not only in Kuwait. 

Penal measures
Ministry of Education’s assistant

undersecretary for administrative
affairs Fahd Al-Ghaiss announced
that employees who had received
penal disciplinary measures would be
excluded from promotions in 2019. 

KUWAIT: Chief Executive of Kuwait Petroleum
Corporation (KPC) Hashim Sayed Hashim affirmed yes-
terday the corporation is keen on continuing to imple-
ment its 2040 risk management strategy. This statement
came during the opening of the fifth Kuwait compre-
hensive risk management conference, held between
January 22 to 24. The conference will discuss a number
of initiatives of the organization in fields of governance,

human resource operations, and technology. Hashim
stressed that the corporation continued to organize this
conference since 2012 with the aim to bring together
thinkers and practitioners in risks management field to
discuss most prominent issues. He affirmed that the risk
management constantly develops where the corporation
keeps abreast of the ongoing developments of the tech-
niques and tools used in this field. —KUNA

KPC keen on achieving risk
management strategy 

KUWAIT: A group photo of participants in the conference. — KUNA

By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: Kuwait Municipality’s public relations department said
Farwaniya cleanliness and road occupancy team in Jleeb Al-Shuyoukh
carried out raids against open-air markets and removed abandoned
cars in the area. Director of the Department Saad Al-Khrainej said all
centers continue field tours to remove what he described as “anything

that distorts the view.” Khrainej said the tour resulted in the removal
of eight half-lorries’ load of vegetables, fruits and food supplies, as
well as two half-lorries’ load of clothes and used electronic devices
and other goods. The goods were sent to the municipality landfill. Six
roaming vendor violations were detected, and citations were issued
accordingly. Meanwhile, ten abandoned vehicles were removed after
the legal period on the warning sticker expired. 

Municipality ‘cleans up’ Jleeb


