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BULAWAYO: A Zimbabwean soldier watches shoppers lining up, in Bulawayo on January 17, 2019 as order is slowly restoring. —AFP

HARARE: Zimbabwe’s President Emmerson
Mnangagwa vowed yesterday to investigate security
forces over their deadly crackdown on protesters, as he
returned to the country and scrambled to fend off a
barrage of criticism. The crackdown has shattered
Mnangagwa’s claims to have turned a fresh page after
the violently repressive era of Robert Mugabe, who
was ousted from power by the military 14 months ago.

“Violence or misconduct by our security forces is
unacceptable and a betrayal of the new Zimbabwe,”
Mnangagwa said on Twitter. “Chaos and insubordina-
tion will not be tolerated. Misconduct will be investigat-
ed. If required, heads will roll.” He also condemned the
protests last week that were marked by rioting and loot-
ing. “Everyone has the right to protest, but this was not
a peaceful protest. Wanton violence and cynical
destruction,” he said. “This is not the Zimbabwean way.”

Mnangagwa issued his statement after cutting short
a foreign tour to seek much-needed investment. The
protests, which were sparked by the government’s more
than doubling of fuel prices, were met with a ruthless

response from the army and police. Yesterday, the gov-
ernment-appointed Zimbabwe Human Rights
Commission issued a highly critical report, saying at
least eight people had been killed. It said that armed
soldiers and police had visited many homes at night to
give “indiscriminate beatings” to men and boys as
young as 11. “Torture was perpetrated through beating
the men with baton sticks on their backs while they lay
on the ground,” it said, adding that attack dogs were
used and victims were often too scared to seek medical
attention.

‘Regrettable and tragic’ 
Other civil society groups say at least 12 people

were killed in the crackdown and scores treated for
gunshot injuries, as well as reporting hundreds of inci-
dents of assault and torture. About 700 people have
been arrested, officials say. Mnangagwa, 76, who was
Mugabe’s former deputy, said raising fuel prices “was
not a decision we took lightly. But it was the right thing
to do”. “What followed was regrettable and tragic,” he

added. He had visited Russia, Belarus and Azerbaijan
and Kazakhstan before scrapping his planned atten-
dance at the Davos summit of world leaders this week.

Mnangagwa has repeatedly pledged that Zimbabwe
entered a new era when he came to power in
November 2017 after Mugabe was toppled, ending a
37-year bloody authoritarian reign that saw the coun-
try’s economic collapse. But Zimbabweans have seen
little evidence of the promised economic revival or
increased political freedoms. The president’s election
victory in July was tainted by accusations of fraud —
and outrage when troops opened fire on protesters in
Harare, kill ing several, before the results were
announced.

The UN human rights’ office last week also criticized
the government’s reaction to the latest protests, which
were fuelled by daily shortages of banknotes, fuel, food
and medicine, as well as mass unemployment. The army
and police have denied any wrongdoing, saying some
assailants raiding homes and beating people were

wearing official uniforms to pose as security personnel.
Five MDC opposition party lawmakers have been
detained and refused bail, the party said yesterday.

Internet block eases 
“We don’t trust his word. We don’t regard him as an

honest leader,” MDC lawmaker Morgen Komichi told
reporters after Mnangagwa’s announcement of an inves-
tigation into the security forces. Human rights lawyers
said 28 people seeking treatment after the crackdown at
a medical centre in Harare were arrested yesterday.

The High Court in the capital ruled Monday that
government had no powers to order the shutdown of
the internet that was imposed as protests swept across
the country. Internet and social media appeared to be
returning to normal yesterday. Mugabe, now 94, ruled
Zimbabwe with an iron fist from independence from
Britain in 1980 until November 2017. The military, fear-
ing that Mugabe’s wife Grace was being lined up to
succeed him, seized control and forced him to resign
before ushering Mnangagwa to power. —AFP

Zimbabwe prez struggles to draw line
‘Chaos and insubordination will not be tolerated. If required, heads will roll’

Ex-PM Tymoshenko 
launches bid for 
Ukraine presidency
KIEV: Former Ukrainian prime minister Yulia Tymoshenko yesterday offi-
cially launched her bid for the presidency, with polls showing her as the
frontrunner for the post. Tymoshenko has been a leading figure on the
Ukrainian political scene for the past two decades, coming to international
prominence through her role in the 2004 Orange Revolution.

“I’m running for the presidency,” she told a session of her nationalist
Batkivshchyna (Fatherland) party to cheers from the crowd. The 58-year-
old, a highly divisive figure in Ukrainian politics, admitted she had “made
mistakes” in her political career, which has seen her become premier twice
and also serve time in jail. “Maybe sometimes I’m wrong, but I’m wrong sin-
cerely,” she told an audience waving yellow-and-blue Ukrainian flags.
“Today we are entering a new era — an era of success, of happiness, of
enlightenment... today we begin Ukraine’s journey towards real and power-
ful greatness.” She spoke following video endorsements by the likes of
Brazilian novelist Paulo Coelho and former Georgian president Mikheil
Saakashvili. In a speech which lasted more than 90 minutes, the ex-premier
promised membership of NATO and the European Union would be her
main foreign policy objectives.  On the domestic front, she said a new con-
stitution would be needed to battle endemic corruption.

Comedian in the running 
Tymoshenko is favorite to win the March 31 vote according to the

latest polls, but no candidate yet has an unassailable lead. The 58-year-
old has 16 percent support going into the two-round election, according
to surveys, ahead of incumbent President Petro Poroshenko with 14 per-
cent. In third place is Volodymyr Zelensky, a comedian who once played

the country’s president in a TV show but has promised to refresh
Ukraine’s political system. 

Tymoshenko, long recognisable by her braided hair heaped atop her
head in traditional style, served as prime minister twice under her protest
co-leader Viktor Yushchenko. But her fortunes changed after she lost the
2010 presidential election to pro-Russia Viktor Yanukovych. The following
year she faced a string of criminal investigations and was sentenced to sev-
en years in jail, of which she served three. She was released in 2014 on the
same day that pro-Europe, anti-corruption protests forced Yanukovych’s
ouster. Tymoshenko contested that year’s presidential election but came a
distant second to Poroshenko, who had served in her cabinet. Since then
Tymoshenko has largely limited her political activity to criticism of
Poroshenko. She has ditched her Ukrainian peasant hairstyle for a less eye-
catching ponytail. —AFP

‘Bikini Climber’
social media 
star dies after
ravine fall
TAIPAI: Taiwanese rescue teams were trying
yesterday to retrieve the body of a dead hiker
who became famous on social media for taking
selfies on top of mountain peaks dressed in a
bikini. Gigi Wu — dubbed the “Bikini Climber”
by fans — used a satellite phone on Saturday
to tell friends she had fallen down a ravine in
Taiwan’s Yushan national park and badly
injured herself.

Rescue helicopters struggled to reach her
because of bad weather and officials eventually
located her lifeless body on Monday. “The
weather conditions in the mountains are not
good, we have asked our rescuers to move the
body to a more open space and after the
weather clears we will make a request for a
helicopter to bring the body down,” Lin
Cheng-yi, from the Nantou County Fire and
Rescue Services, told reporters.

Officials said Wu had told friends she was

unable to move the lower half of her body after
a fall of some 20-30 meters but was able to
give her coordinates. She is the latest in a
string of social media adventure seekers who
have met an untimely end. Last week, the bod-
ies of an Indian couple were found at the bot-
tom of a popular overlook in California’s
Yosemite National Park after hikers alerted
officials to their camera equipment at the top
of the cliff.

New Taipei City native Wu, 36, built up a
sizeable social media following through photos
of herself at the top of mountains dressed in
bikinis. She usually wore hiking clothes to scale
the mountains, only changing into a bikini once
she reached the top. In an interview with local
channel FTV last year, she said she had scaled
more than 100 peaks in four years.

“I put on a bikini in each one of the 100
mountains. I only have around 97 bikinis so I
accidentally repeated some,” she said.

When asked why she did it, she replied: “It
just looks so beautiful, what’s not to like?” While
Taiwan is a largely tropical country, it boasts a
spine of towering peaks down its middle that
regularly top 3,000 meters. In the winter, tem-
peratures routinely drop well below freezing on
the mountain slopes. Lin said their top rescue
team hiked for 28 hours to reach the body, only
sleeping for three hours because they knew
temperatures were rapidly plunging. —AFP

KIEV: Yulia Tymoshenko delivers her speech during a congress of her
Batkivshchyna (Fatherland) party. —AFP


