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Bangladesh charges 
former chief justice 
with graft
DHAKA: Bangladesh’s anti-graft office has charged the former
chief justice with corruption nearly two years after he fled the
country saying he was forced to resign, an official said yester-
day. Surendra Kumar Sinha, who had led the South Asian na-
tion’s Supreme Court to a landmark verdict on judicial
independence that went against the government, left
Bangladesh in late 2017 amid widespread allegations he had
been pressured to step aside.

Opposition groups raised fears that his departure was a
blow to the credibility of the judiciary in the Muslim-majority
country, ruled by Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina’s Awami
League party since 2009. On Wednesday, the Anti Corruption
Commission (ACC) filed a lawsuit against Sinha and 10 others
including a former bank chief executive on charges of graft,
money laundering and abuse of power. They were charged
with using fake credit papers to launder 40 million taka and
transfer it to the account of Sinha, ACC secretary Dilwar Bakht
told AFP.

“The case was filed at the district office of the ACC on
Wednesday,” he said. This is the first time in Bangladesh’s his-
tory that a former chief justice has been charged with any of-
fence. Sinha’s unceremonious departure came after a rare
statement from the Supreme Court in October 2017 said other
judges had accused him of graft and refused to sit with him at
the top bench. Just months earlier, Sinha had led the Supreme
Court in scrapping parliament’s power to sack top judges, a
move hailed by lawyers as a crucial safeguard for a secular ju-
diciary in the nation of 168 million.—AFP

CHENNAI: When Anjali wanders the backstreets of a city in southern
India where she was once forced into prostitution in the name of re-
ligion, she does not go seeking answers, closure or revenge. The 39-
year-old survivor searches Raichur for other victims of the illegal
devadasi system - which sees girls “dedicated” to temples and
trapped in sex slavery - trying to earn their trust and refer them to
rehabilitation schemes run by the government.

Anjali is part of an initiative by the Karnataka state government
that has turned to survivors and community workers in a push to find
and support more trafficking victims. “The devadasi practice is illegal
but continues quietly,” Anjali who declined to give her real name as
her children were unaware that she was sex trafficked as a teenager,
told the Thomson Reuters Foundation in an interview over the phone.

“Since it is illegal, people trapped in it are very scared of coming
out,” said the community leader and member of Taaras, a coalition of
women in sex work with a presence in 12 states. “They fear they will
face police action and suffer in silence. The only time they speak up
is when I go to them.” Several state governments in India are increas-
ingly working with survivor networks and community groups - which
include thousands of volunteers - to trace, identify and help victims.

Survivors not only know where to look for victims, but can help
them overcome any stigma and shame, as well as mistrust in the au-
thorities, according to campaigners and state officials. From commu-
nity-led search-and-rescue efforts to mobile apps designed to give
survivors a say, various initiatives are aiming to build trust between

victims and the state and improve support as the country uncovers a
growing number of modern-day slaves.

More than 23,100 people nationwide - 60% being children - were
rescued from human traffickers in 2016, up by a fifth on the previous
year, the latest available government data shows. Yet charities that
deal with trafficking say the true number is likely to be far higher, and
state governments are trying to track more victims by working with
communities and survivors.

Reaching out
India offers a rehabilitation and reintegration scheme for traffick-

ing survivors - from counseling to giving them land and vocational
training in skills such as embroidery and basket weaving - yet cam-
paigners say few actually end up benefiting. Most survivors are un-
aware of their rights and unable to access them without the support
of a lawyer or a charity - or are put off by the arduous process of
seeking help, they said.

While state governments periodically undertake surveys to iden-
tify the number of survivors and document beneficiaries of various
support schemes, officials have said they lose track of many victims
who go back to their villages after being rescued. In Karnataka, sur-
vivors such as Anjali are helping the government monitor the reha-
bilitation process of victims. “It is a wonderful, neighborhood watch
sort of system,” said Vasundhara Devi, managing director of the Kar-
nataka State Women Development Corporation, a government body.

“We leverage the connection community workers have to gain
access to others and bring them under the devadasi rehabilita-
tion program.” Similarly, in neighboring Telangana, the State
AIDS Control Society tracks the health of trafficking survivors
with the help of a sex workers group that liaises directly with
such victims. “They don’t open up to government officials but
confide in peers who have been through their journey,” said civil
servant Anna Prasanna Kumari, adding that each community
worker gave the state access to larger groups of women in need
of help.

Kumari said a new mobile app, launched on a trial basis in five
districts of southern Telangana state this May after being pro-
posed by community leaders, is being used to collect data on ac-
cess to health for slavery survivors and follow up on cases. In
eastern state of West Bengal, another mobile app - Utthan - al-
lows trafficking victims enrolled in rehabilitation schemes to rate
government officials on their sensitivity, efficiency and the time
taken to respond to survivors and their needs.

The feedback is sent to senior officials and since its creation
in 2018, the app has seen survivors receive care quicker and
raised awareness among civil servants about the crime and the
trauma facing victims, according to its users. “With this app, the
relationship between the policy maker, survivor and officials on
ground has become more equal,” said psychologist Pompi Ba-
neerjee of anti-trafficking charity Sanjog.—Reuters

India turns to slavery survivors to 
uncover hidden victims, offer help

RAHIM YAR KHAN: Pakistani rescue personnel and local residents search for victims in a wreck train
carriage after two trains collided in Rahim Yar Khan district in Punjab province. — AFP

Pakistan train collision 
kills 11, injures 78
ISLAMABAD: At least 11 people were killed and nearly 80 injured
when two trains collided in central Pakistan early yesterday, officials
said. The incident took place in Rahim Yar Khan district in Punjab
province when a passenger train coming from the eastern city of La-
hore rammed into a goods train that had stopped at a crossing, a sen-
ior government official said. A senior Pakistan Railways official gave
AFP the toll, adding: “We fear the death toll will rise as rescue teams
are still cutting (through) the wreckage.”

Earlier, local police officer Omar Salamat told TV channel Geo
News that dozens had been taken to nearby hospitals. “The condition

of three to four passengers is critical,” he said. Train accidents are
common in Pakistan, where the railways have seen decades of decline
due to corruption, mismanagement and lack of investment. TV
footage from the site showed the heavily damaged train engine and
carriages, as emergency workers and local people used metal-cutting
tools and heavy cranes.

Sheikh Rasheed Ahmed, the country’s minister for railways told
TV channel Aaj that an investigation had been launched to deter-
mine the causes of the incident. Prime Minister Imran Khan tweeted
his condolences, adding: “Have asked Railways Minister to take
emergency steps to counter decades of neglect of railway infra-
structure & ensure safety standards.” Also yesterday at least nine
passengers were killed and 22 injured when a speeding bus over-
turned near the capital Islamabad, a police official said, while a
landslide in the northwestern Swat valley killed six people, all from
one family. —AFP

Initiatives aim at building trust between victims and state


