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HONG KONG: As Hong Kong is rocked by polit-
ical chaos, Chinese mainlander Briony Lin has
found herself joining the mass protests, an act that
would be unthinkable under the authoritarian
regime back home. The huge rallies and clashes
coursing through the international finance hub are
the latest outburst of anger by Hong Kongers who
believe Beijing is stamping down on the city’s
unique freedoms and culture.

But for the hundreds of thousands of Chinese
mainlanders who make the city their home, the
movement sparks mixed emotions.  Some strongly
disagree with the protests, which were set off by
a now-suspended plan to allow extraditions to the
Chinese mainland.  Many have sympathies with
the movement, but keep it to themselves-fearful
of retribution by Chinese authorities, or being
made to feel unwelcome by local protesters. 

A small number of people, like Lin, have taken
to the streets.  “This is the first social movement
that I’ve experienced,” said the 27-year-old, who
moved to Hong Kong four years ago from a city
in northern China. “Hong Kong is the only place
in China where freedom of speech can be exer-
cised... I want to be there for my own rights and
be there to see for myself what the protests are
like,” she told AFP.  Lin said she was happy to give
her name and, unlike many, eschewed wearing a
mask at the rallies-although she has stayed clear
of the more violent confrontations. 

Mainland influx
Some one million mainlanders have migrated

to Hong Kong since its 1997 handover to China, a
diaspora that is itself a source of friction in a city
of 7.3 million beset by sky-high property prices
and a huge housing shortage. Inside Hong Kong
they are afforded the same free speech protec-

tions as any other inhabitant, but they risk censure
or punishment on return to the mainland should
authorities deem them to be critical of Beijing. Lin
said she was indifferent to politics before she
moved to the city. But the disappearance of five
Hong Kong booksellers into Chinese mainland
custody-and discovering more about the Cultural
Revolution on its 50th anniversary-changed that.
“If the (extradition) bill is passed, the disappear-
ance of booksellers would happen again within
the law,” she said. Not all share Lin’s bravado. In
China the protests have been portrayed as a vio-
lent, foreign-funded plot, not a mass movement
against Beijing’s increased influence over the
semi-autonomous hub.

AFP approached some 20 mainland tourists in
Kowloon to ask them their thoughts and only six
had heard there were rallies.  “It is rare to see
protests on the mainland,” said a 21-year-old stu-
dent surnamed Zhu who said she had read about
the protests on the Twitter-like Weibo platform.
Another tourist, who gave her surname as Hao,
said she had read in Chinese state media that
Britain “participated in and provoked this inci-
dent”.  “I don’t know whether it is correct or not,”
she added. Mainlanders who live in Hong Kong
cannot profess such ignorance, but many “Hong
Kong drifters”-the phrase adopted by young, ed-
ucated mainlanders who live and work in the fi-
nance hub-are still very cautious about
expressing political views. 

“Protesting is quite sensitive for us... I don’t
want to bear any risks,” said Liu, 30, who works
in insurance and came to Hong Kong seven years
ago. He said many of his mainland contemporaries
hoped the protests would die down soon. Kay
Zeng, 28, from Guangdong province, just across
the border with Hong Kong, said she disapproved

of the extradition bill being rushed through, but
would not take to the streets. “I’ve never partici-
pated in a march and I seldom publicly express
my opinions,” she told AFP.

Right thing to do
But small numbers are adopting the pro-democ-

racy cause. A group of mainland Chinese migrants
openly participated in recent rallies, holding ban-
ners and shouting slogans in their own dialects, not
the city’s Cantonese language. Minnie Li, a univer-
sity lecturer who came from Shanghai to Hong
Kong in 2008, helped organize the group.  She said
mainland migrants have always attended pro-
democracy rallies, but most of the time they kept
themselves hidden in the crowd.

Li said it took years for her to pluck up the
courage to attend-something she felt more able
to do once she acquired a permanent residency
card.  “I believe visibility is a power. If you have a
secret stance but dare not to tell others about it
then you can’t transform that into a power. So I
hope to show our power through our presence,”
she told AFP. Some of the more hardline Hong
Kong protesters take an openly hostile view to-
wards mainlanders, calling them “locusts” and
other insults. That animosity used to make Li hes-
itate, but not anymore.  “Your emotions, your ac-
tion and your values aren’t based on where you
were born, or your ethnic group,” she said. “You
do something because you think it is the right
thing to do.” —AFP

Mainlanders among Hong Kong 
protesters, though many stay away

Protests portrayed as foreign-funded plot in China

HONG KONG: This picture shows Minnie Li, lecturer at the social science department of the Education University
of Hong Kong, posing for a photograph after an interview in Hong Kong. —AFP

Heavy rain, floods in 
China force evacuation 
of nearly 80,000
BEIJING: The heaviest average rainfall to lash a
swathe of southern and eastern China in more
than half a century brought torrential rain and
floods, destroying houses, damaging crops and
forcing the evacuation of nearly 80,000 people,
state media said. Even more rain is expected,
state television said on Thursday, after average
rainfall in the affected areas this week was
recorded as 51% higher than in the correspon-
ding periods of previous years, and the largest
since 1961.

State television showed images of half-
submerged buildings and flooded streets in
some of the worst-hit areas. Trains along the
Beijing-Guangzhou railway were delayed
after rising waters blocked a bridge in the
southern province of Hunan, it added. The lat-
est episode has caused losses of 2.69 billion

yuan, with 126,100 hectares of farmland dam-
aged and 1,600 homes collapsed, the Ministry
of Emergency Management has estimated.

As many as 77,000 people had been evacu-
ated, it added. The affected areas include the
southern provinces of Hunan and Jiangxi, east-
ern Zhejiang, the southeastern province of Fu-
jian, and the northern parts of the southwestern
Guangxi region. The first three areas are ex-
pected to be doused again in a fresh burst of
torrential rain on Friday and Saturday, weather
officials said, along with the central province of
Hubei, eastern Anhui and the province of
Guizhou in the southwest.

The Yangtze River in Jiangxi is expected to
exceed its warning level for the first time this
year around Sunday, swelled by heavy rain that
could last until Tuesday, state TV said. Extreme
weather is becoming increasingly frequent in
China, with temperatures in some parts hitting
records this year. Weather officials warned on
July 3 that rainfall in the south could surpass the
average by 30% to 70% over a 10-day
stretch.—Reuters

India to receive 
below-average 
monsoon rains 
MUMBAI: India may receive below-average
rainfall in the next two weeks with a large deficit
in the soybean and cotton growing central and
western regions, a weather department official
said yesterday, raising concerns over the output
of summer-sown crops. Monsoon rains are cru-
cial for farm output and economic growth, as
about 55 percent of India’s arable land is rain-
fed, and agriculture accounts for about 15 per-
cent of a $2.5-trillion economy that is the third
biggest in Asia.

“Weather model is showing deficiency in rain-
fall over central and western India in next two
weeks,” said an official with the India Meteoro-
logical Department (IMD), who declined to be
named as he was not authorized to speak with
media. “The northeast and foothills of Himalaya
could get good rainfall,” he said. India received 28
percent more rainfall than the 50-year average in
the week to July 10, data from the IMD showed,

after getting poor rainfall for five straight weeks.
This week’s heavier monsoon cut the rainfall

deficit since the start of the season on June 1 to
14% from 28 percent last week. But the deficit
could widen again in the next fortnight, said the
official, adding “After two weeks, there are indi-
cations of good rainfall. The monsoon is seen re-
viving in last week of July.” India is still recovering
from a drought last year that ravaged crops, killed
livestock, emptied reservoirs and drained water
supplies to city dwellers and some industries.

Some municipalities like Chennai, Mumbai and
Hyderabad were forced to cut water supplies to
ensure stocks lasted until monsoon rains replen-
ished reservoirs. This year rains arrived in the
southern state of Kerala a week late on June 8. The
developing Cyclone Vayu in the Arabian Sea drew
moisture from the monsoon and weakened its
progress. The weak start to the monsoon has de-
layed planting, with farmers sowing crops on 23.4
million hectares as of July 5, down 27 percent from
a year earlier.

Farmers in India plant summer crops in June
and July after arrival of monsoon rains. “The next
two weeks are crucial. Rainfall deficiency during
this period could hit productivity of summer
crops,” said Vandana Bharti, assistant vice presi-
dent at SMC Comtrade Ltd. —Reuters


